
Pronunciation and 
Transliteration Chart

Arabic
script Pronunciation

Trans-
literated

form
1 short ‘a’, as in cat a

ti — I longer ‘a’, as in cab  (not as in cake) a

/b/ as in bell, rubber and tab b

O !M as in tap, mustard and sit t

0

takes the sound o f  the preceding 
diacritical mark sometimes ending in h 
(when in pausal form): ah, ih or ooh; or 

atu(n), ati(n) or ata(n) 
when uninterrupted

h or t 
(when 

followed 
by another 

Arabic 
word)

sL> /th/ as in thing, maths and wealth th

c 1)1 as in jam , ajar and age j

c
a ‘harsher’ sound than the English 

initial /h/, and may occur medially and 
in word-final position as well

h

c
as in Bach (in German); may occur 

initially and medially as well kh

/d/ as in do, muddy and red d

as in this, fa ther  and smooth dh


