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Then Allah states that m agic is purely harmful, with no benefits, 
either spiritual or worldly. There may be som e worldly benefits in 
som e sins, as Allah says with regard to alcohol and gambling: ^Say: 
In them is great sin, and som e benefit for people; but the sin is greater 
than the benefit}* (2: 219).

But m agic is purely harmful, so there is no need for it at all. 
A ll forbidden things are either com pletely  harmful, or their evil 
consequences outw eigh any benefit in them. By the sam e token, 
everything that is enjoined is either com pletely good, or its good  
consequences outweigh any bad.

^know ing full w ell^  that is, the Jew s w ere w ell aware ^that 
w hoever dealt in it [magic] w ould have no share in the hereafter}* 
that is, rather he would be subject to punishment. They did not do it 
out o f  ignorance; rather it was because they preferred the life o f  this 
world to the hereafter.

^How wretched was the price for which they sold their souls, if  
only they knew}* that is, i f  only they had had the kind o f  knowledge 
that would lead to righteous deeds, then they would not have done that.

2:104. O you who believe, do not say [to the Messenger]: ra  ‘ina\ rather 
say: u n dh u rn au , and listen. For the disbelievers there will be a 
painful punishment.
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11 Ra ‘ina means “Listen to us”; undhurna means “Look at us”. Both words 
convey the meaning of “Pay attention to us”, but with a slight twist in =


