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commentary for the Book o f  Allah. They gave as evidence for their 
action the hadith in which the Prophet (0%) said:
«Narrate from the Children o f Israel, and it does not matter.» (Bukhari)

What I think is that even if  it is permissible to narrate their stories 
and reports, that is only to be done in isolation, not in the context o f  
discussing the meanings o f  Qur’an or any issue o f Sharia. It is not 
permissible to make them a means o f  interpreting the Book o f  Allah 
at all, unless it is proven to be soundly narrated from the Messenger 
o f  Allah QH). That is because the status o f these stories and reports 
is reflected in the hadith:
«Do not believe the People o f  the Book and do not disbelieve them.» 
(Bukhari)

As their status is somewhat dubious, and it is well known in Islam 
that we must believe in the Qur’an and be certain about its wording 
and its meanings, it is not permissible for us to use these stories, which 
were transmitted by unknown narrators in reports that in most, if  not 
all, cases are most likely to be lies, to explain the meanings o f  the 
Qur’an in a definitive manner and without doubting them. In fact it 
is because o f heedlessness regarding this issue that what happened 
came to pass. And Allah is the source o f  strength.
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