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¢to something other than what they had been toldp. So instead of
saying hittatun §Relieve us [from the burden of our sins]}, they said
habbah fee hintah (a grain of wheat), making fun of and mocking
the command of Allah. Since they changed the word, even though
it was easy for them to say it, it is more likely that they changed the
actions required of them. Hence they entered the gate shuffling on
their bottoms. Furthermore, since this transgression was the greatest
reason for the punishment that befell them, Allah said: ¢so We sent
down upon the wrongdoers} among them ¢a plaguej that is, a
punishment €from heaven, because of their defiant disobedience}
that is, because of their evildoing and transgression.
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2:60. And [remember] when Moosa prayed for water for his people;
We said: Strike the rock with your staff. Then twelve springs
gushed forth from it and each tribe knew its own drinking place.
So eat and drink of the sustenance provided by Allah, and do

not strive to spread mischief in the land.

Moosa prayed for water from which they could drink.

§We said: Strike the rock with your staff.p This refers either to a
specific rock that was known to him, or to any rock.
gThen twelve springs gushed forth from it}; the number of Israelite
tribes was twelve.
gand each tribe among them ¢knew its own drinking place} among
these springs, so that there would be no pushing and shoving; rather
they would be able to drink easily, without any disturbance. Hence



