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item and because o f his desire for it, he is willing to pay a high price. 
This is one o f  the best likenesses that explain how they are, because it 
likens misguidance, which is the ultimate evil, to an item for purchase, 
and it likens guidance, which is the ultimate good, to the price. So they 
gave away guidance and had no interest in it, in return for misguidance 
because they wanted it. This is their trade, and what a bad deal it is.

If the one who trades a dinar (gold coin) for a dirham (silver coin) 
is a loser, then how about the one who trades a precious stone for a 
dirham? How about the one who trades guidance for misguidance, 
chooses doom over blessing, and prefers the most vile and base o f  
things to the most sublime? His trade brings no profit; rather it incurs 
the greatest loss.

*(...Say: Indeed, the real losers will be those who lose their own souls 
and their families on the Day o f Resurrection. That is indeed manifest 
loss.]} (az-Zumar 39: 15)

«(and they are not guided)} this confirms that they are misguided, 
and that they did not gain anything from guidance. These are their 
abhorrent characteristics.

Then a likeness is given that highlights their character in a very 
clear manner:


