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al-Masjid
al-Haram
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mustahabb

nafl (pl.
nawdfil)

qadr

qibla (giblah)

giran
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rak‘ah (pl.
raka‘ar)
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one of the two hills between which pil-
grims must hurry back and forth during
the rites of the Hajj and the ‘umrah

the Sacred Mosque in Makkah, where
the Kaaba is situated

a copy of the Arabic text of the Qur’an
that is neither accompanied by com-
mentary nor translated

lit. “‘encouraged’; righteous deeds that
are not obligatory but encouraged in
the religious texts; the one who does
them will be rewarded, but the one who
does not do them does not incur sin and
will not be punished.

supererogatory or optional acts of
worship, such as prayer and fasting

divine predestination; destiny; power;
exact measure

the bearing from any point on Earth
to the Kaaba; the direction that all
Muslims must face in prayer

one of the three types of Haj; in this
type, the pilgrim performs Hajj com-
bined with ‘umrah

the dominant tribe in Makkah at the

time of the Prophet’s mission; their
society was based on polytheism

a unit of the formal prayer (salah)



