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nor kill another Muslim, except by accident (Qur’an 4: 92). Women, 
children, the elderly and other non-combatants should not be harmed. 
Land should not be destroyed, nor trees cut down. Corpses should not 
be mutilated. Islam should not be imposed upon non-believers. Rather, 
if  combatant non-Muslims choose on their own to embrace Islam, 
even if  only as a deceitful trick, it should be accepted by the Muslim 
leadership, and fighting should stop. Peace should be sought before 
lives are lost. Treaties and agreements should be upheld. Prisoners 
should be well-treated. Above all, justice must be done.

«jFight in the path [according to the rules set by Allah] o f  Allah only 
those who fight you, but do not commit aggression [transgress limits], 
Allah does not love aggressors. ...And fight them until persecution is 
no more, and religion is [freely embraced] for [the individual’s faith 
in] Allah. But if  they desist, then let there be no aggression except 
against transgressors.^ (Qur’an 2: 190, 193)

^Allah does not forbid you from being good, kind, just, and fair to 
those who have not fought you because o f  religion nor driven you 
from your homeland. Allah loves those who are just. Allah forbids 
you from giving allegiance to those who have fought you because 
o f religion and have driven you from your homeland, and those who 
supported your expulsion...^ (Qur’an 60: 8-9)

In addition, the Muslim nation is encouraged to maintain strong 
military capabilities to promote justice and to deter acts o f  war and 
aggression.

^And make ready for them [their potential aggression] all you can 
o f power, including steeds o f  war, to deter the enemy o f  Allah and 
your enemy, and others besides, whom you may not know but whom 
Allah knows.$> (Qur’an 8: 60)
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