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who fight you’ and never initiate unprovoked aggression (Quran 2:
7190). That means that Muslims are only allowed to fight back, rather
than initiating fighting; but ‘fighting back’ includes fighting against
actual aggression as well as proactively addressing real threats of
aggression. In both cases, Muslims are instructed to be prepared and
ready to defend their nation before they actually engage in military
conflict. There are additional conditions, but the above-mentioned
conditions are vital for putting jihad in its broader meaning in the
proper context.

Another condition of the sort of jihad which involves fighting is
that it should take place only under an Islamic authority that ‘raises
the banner’ for such jihad. It is not following the Sunnah at all for
any individual or self-appointed group of Muslims to wage war on
behalf of a nation. Instead, Muslims should be united under the single
authority of an imam or khaleefah (caliph), except in the case where
an individual needs to defend his own family and property, or to help
his neighbour to do so. This is proved by the example of the early
Muslims as well as texts in the Qur’an and the Sunnah:

§When there comes to them [the hypocrites] a matter related to
[public] safety or fear, they spread it about; if only they had referred
it to the Messenger and to such of them as are in authority, those
among them who are able to think through the matter would have
understood it.3 (Qur'an 4: 83)

«Hudhayfah ibn Yaman asked the Prophet (£): What if (the Muslims)
have no single leader (they are divided into disputing groups)? The
Prophet () answered: If they have no single leader or unified group,
then leave all these disputing groups, even if you have to bite on a
tree until your death.» [part of a longer hadith recorded by Bukhari]

There are other conditions for jihad. In general, the rules laid out
for war in Islam should be upheld unless there is some legitimate need
or strategy when fighting occurs that would necessitate going against
those rules. A Muslim should not kill himself or herself (Quran 4: 29)



