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anyone who went against it would stray from the truth and go much 
too far in opposition. And Allah knows best.

2:177. It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards east or 
west; rather righteousness is to believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, the angels, the Book, and the Prophets; to spend from your 
wealth, despite your love for it, on kinsfolk, orphans, the needy, 
wayfarers and those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to 
establish prayer and give zakah; to fulfil the covenants you 
make; to be patient in the face o f hardship and adversity, and 
in times o f conflict. Such are the true believers, and such are 
the pious.

iflt is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards east 
or west)* that is, this is not the righteousness that is expected from 
people, therefore discussing it at length and arguing about it is a kind 
o f effort that only leads to division and dispute. This is similar to the 
words o f the Prophet (3|§):
«The strong man is not the one who wrestles others to the ground; 
rather the strong man is the one who controls him self when he is 
angry.» (Bukhari and Muslim)
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