
16 I  Tafseer as-Sa'di

D iphthongs

Arabic
script Pronunciation

Trans-
literated

form
J -:W long ‘o ’, as in owe, boat and go au, aw

long ‘a’, as in aid, rain and say ay, ai, ei

Diacritical marks (tashkeel)

Name of 
mark Pronunciation

Trans-
literated

form

fathah

very short ‘a’ or schwa 
(unstressed vowel)

a

kasrah

shorter version o f  ee or schwa 
(unstressed vowel)

i

>

dammah

shorter version o f  oo u

shaddah

a doubled consonant is stressed in the 
word, and the length o f the sound is 

also doubled

double
letter

sukoon

no vowel sound between consonants or 
at the end o f a word

absence o f  
vowel


