
14 I  Tafseer as-Sa‘di

Arabic
script Pronunciation

Trans-
literated

form

j

/r/ as in raw, arid  and war; may 
also be a rolled ‘r’, as pronounced 

in Spanish
r

j /z/ as in zoo, easy and gaze z

a" /s/ as in so, messy and grass s
Xa* as in ship, ashes and rush sh

o *

no close equivalent in English, 
but may be approximated by 

pronouncing it as /sw/ or /s/ farther 
back in the mouth

s

u *

no close equivalent in English, but may 
be approximated by pronouncing it as 

/d/  farther back in the mouth
d

J,
no close equivalent in English, but may 
be approximated by pronouncing it as 

N  farther back in the mouth
t

Ji
no close equivalent in English, but may 
be approximated by pronouncing ‘the’ 

farther back in the mouth
dh

L
no close equivalent in English: a guttur-

al sound in the back o f the throat
i

i
no close equivalent in English, 

but may be closely approximated 
by pronouncing it like the French /r/ in 

‘rouge’

gh

/f/ as in fill, effort and muff f


