 CHAPTER V

SENSE OF DEVOTION
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~ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed that God has
affirmed as follow : | |

“My creatures ! Each one of youis
 misgaided, save the one whom I guide.
 So seek guidance only from Me s0 that

I may instruct you. My people! Each
- one of you is famished, save the ﬁip whom
I feed. So apply to Me only for ' subsis-
tence, so that I may grant you livelihood.
My slaves! Fach one of you is naked,
save the one whom 1 dress with ap
apparel, so besceh clothing from Me so
that I may dress you with garments. My
bondmen ! You commit sins day and night
and I can forgive all sins. So seek for-
giveness from Me so that I may forgive

you your sins.
(Sahih Musiim)



Etiquettes of
Repentance

1. Never lose hope of a.quapt&ncﬁ by God of your repentance
and petlition for forgiveness. Whatever the magnitude of
your sing, purify your soul by offering repentance and be
hopeful of God’s mercy. Despair is the characteristic of
unbelievers., It is the distinctive trait of the believers
that they repent the most and under no circumstances do
they lose hope of God's clemency. It is disastrous to
succumb to dismay and lose hope of Allah's Mercy and
clemency considering the magnitude of sins. The most
ontstanding qusality of the favourites of Allah is that
they do not stick to the wrong and guilt but admit their
£sault clearly and undnnditir}nallg. They sre never supposed
to be above faults and omissions, but when they commit
any fault and realise the wrong done, they do all within
their means to beg forgiveness from Allah and to purify
themselves of that fault and misdeed.
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yaghfirudhdhuniaba illalldhu wa lam yuslrru ‘ald ma
fa‘alid wahum y'alamin. , | (3 : i35)
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| _"Ant_i- those who when they do an evil thing O wrong
themselves remember Allah and implore forgiveness for

their sins—who forgiveth sina save Allah only {—and will
not knowingly repeat (the wrong) they did ”

And God affirms in another verse :
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Inmuadhfm-t-mguu tdhd massahum t3ifum minashsh-
astani tazakkard fa-idka-hum mubsiris. (7 : 201)

‘Lo ! those who ward off (evil) when & glamour from
the evil troubleth them they do but remember (Allah’s
guidance) and behold them seers™.

And the Holy Prophet {pmce; and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed :

““All human beings without exception are sinful, bus

the best sinners are those who repent the most”,
| (Dirmidhs)

In the Holy Qur'an, God has mentioned it as a distinot
virtue of the believers that they offer penances before. God
at dawn and rﬁpant" and seck His Forgiveness and God has
urged the believers that they should rest assured thet God

" ahall cover their sins with His Forgiveness and Clemency,

for He is All-Forgiving and the Most Affectionate towards
His creatures. | ' |
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Wmﬁﬁrﬂ rabbakum thumma tibd  ilashi inna rahbs
rahimun wadud, (11 : 90).

“Ask pardon of your Lord and then turn unto Him
(repentant). Lo | my Lord is Merciful, Loving.

2. Always be hopeful of God’s Bleesings and rest assured that
however great your sins may be, God’s Munificence is widep

. and all-_enunmpmingf When a person who has committed
8 greater volume «of sins than the surf of the ges feels
ashamed and offers sincero penance. before God, He
-listens to his entreaties and grants him refuge under His
Meroy. | |
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Ya thadi-yalladhing asrafti ‘ala anfusihim la tagnats
min rakmatiliah. Innallaha yaghﬁrudhdhum?ba jamiya,
Innaku huwal ghafirrahtm, Wa aniba ila rabbikum wa
aslimi lahe min qabli an ya'tiyakum-ul ‘adhaby thumma
Litunsarin, | (39 : 43, 54).

O My slaves who have been prodigal to their own heart!
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah who forgiveth all sins.
Lot He is the Forgiving the Merciful. Turn unto Him
repentant ; and surrender unto Him before there come unto
you the doom, when ye cannot be helped’’,

3. Whenever ybn feol shame and remorse and at
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whatever stage of your life, consider this feeling and
realisation aspecial favour of. God and be sure that the
doors are always open for repentance. God a.ncepts'
repentance of His slaves ns long as they are alive.
However, when they are at the threshold of death
and are about to pass over to the mext world, the
time for offering repentance expires. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessinge of Allah be upon him) obeerved :

«God accepts the repentance of Hix slave, but only
before the slave has bhreathed his last”. (Tirmidhi)

The brothers of Hadrat Yusuf (peace be upon him)
pushed him into & dark well and felt sure that he was dead.
In other words, they stood guilty sof the murder of a
Prophet. They scaked Yusuf’s shirt in blood and
presented it as a positive ovidence of Yusuf’s death to
their father Hadrat Ya‘qub (peace be upon him). They
gasured him that a wolf had devoured Hadrat Yusuf (peace

" be upon him)——Many years after the commission of this
grave offence when the sense of gnilt prevailed upon them,
they went to their - father remorsefully and requested
him : “Dear father, pray to God on our behslf and inter-
cede with Him to grant us forgiveness”. The Messenger of
God Hadrat Ya‘qub (peace be upon him) did not disappoint

~ hia sons by confronting them with the question: ¢Your
offence is grave. Many years have elapsed since you
committed this heinous erime, why ask for forgiveness
pow''? Instead he undertook to offer a prayer to God
that He should grant them salvation and ageured them
that God would certainly forgive them, for God is the
Most-Forbearing and Most Compassionate.
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"They said, O our f&thﬂl‘ I Ask fﬂl‘éi?&ﬂﬂﬂﬂ of onr
sins for us, for Lo ! we are sinful.” -
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Qa la saufa astaghfiru lakum rabbi innahy hu-walghafir-
urrahim, {12 : 98)

“Ha said: I shall ask forgiveness for you of my
Lord. Lo ! He is the Forgiving, the Merciful,”

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) told a strange tale to his Companions {(God be
pleased with them) with a view to save them from fall-

ing & prey to ~dismay. The tale contains the moral
that whenever at any stage of his life a believer feels
- ashamed of his misdeeds and he sincerely entreats God
- to forgive him. God shall bestow uposhim salvation and
He shall never refuse him His favour.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed : “There was a man in ancient days
who had committed ninety.-nine murders. He enquired
from people: “Who is the greatest scholar of the
time ¥’ The people gave him the name of a God-fearing
monk. The man approached the monk and said. ““Res.
pected Bir, I am guilty of ninety-nine murders, - Can my
repentance and petition for forgiveness be accepted 1”
The monk replied : “No, you stand no chances for for-
giveness.” In ntter dismay the man killed the monk too.
‘Now he had completed a century 'of murders, He again
went round asking the people as to who was the greatest
religions gcholar on the earth, The people gave him the
hame of another monk, The man approached the monk
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to offer repentance. He related his problem in detail and
enquired from him : 8ir, I have committed = hundred
murders. Tell me. can my repentance be nmapted? Is
there any scope for my salvation ?” The monk replied:
“Why not ¥ Nothing stands in the way of acceptance of
your repentance. Go to such and such country. You will
find a few venerable i]ﬂ.?ﬂl of God engaged in prayers and
devotions to Him, Join them and devote yourself to the
worship of God and hever return to your homeland, as this
place is no more virtually suitable for you (In other words,
it is impossible for you {0 remain firm upon your
vow of repentance and to strive to reform yourself
while living in this place.)” The man set out according
to the directions of the monk. He had hardly covered
half the distance when death overtook him. Now the
angels of grace and the angels of torment fell into a
dispute. The angels of grace argued, ‘“This man repented
of his sins end went a long way to offer submission to
 God.” The angels of torment countered: “No, he has
not yet performed a single act of virtue—-——thus the
argumentation between the abpgels went on. In the
meantime an angel appeared in the shape of & human
being. - The angels requested him to settle their dispute.
He gave his verdict : “Measme the distansg on both
sides and determine which side is nearer ; the place from
where he set out or the place where was he going’.

When the angels measured the distance on both the
gsides, it came out that the destination was nearer as
compared to the distance he had so far covered. Thus
Allsh had in fact forgiven him., (Bukhart, Muslim)

Confess your sins only before God ; bereech Him only
for forgiveness ; express your sense of humility, helpless.
ness and guilt only before Him. Humility and prostra-
tion is & tribute which man should pay cnly to God.. The
qnfnrtunata'onﬁ_,‘”whu pays this tribute of humility and
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- prostration to other human beings who are as helpless and
humble before God as he himself, becomes insolvent and is

left with nothing to pay as tribute to God. Such a man
is condemned to disgrace and ignominy. He goes to
~ everybody in search of honour and respect but he gets none.

God affirms :

) o - 32 - AW RS S el o0 .

!_’_..s‘Lu rb-i..:-l‘,.r JJ h:—_’_"_’é JJG..Q—” h,l_l_’_’

3 b ) ‘I-,..ill.r-lji L - PrRN R A -8

u_jaunb-buu.‘-lﬁy r‘jJ.ﬁt..-lLLqu‘,.‘J‘J:uJ

[

(oA agly . Wy

Wa rabbukal ghafiru dﬁurmﬁmah lau yudkhidhu-hum
bimd kasabu lo‘ajjala lahumul adhdbe bal-lahum
mau‘idun lan yajidu min dunthi mau‘sld. (18 : 68)

“Thy Lord is the Forgiver, Full of Mercy. If He took
them to task now for what they earn, He would

hasten on the doom for them ; but the::a m an appointed
term from which they will find no escape.”

The Qurin' affirma :
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Wa-huwalladhi yogbaluttabata ‘an  ibadihi waya'fi
- anissayys-git wa ya'alamu ma taf alin. (42 : 25)

“And He it is Who accepts the repentance from His
bondmen, and purduneth the evil deeds and knoweth what
S yede |
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In fact, one must h:maalf be convinced that there is
nnly one way to salvation and whoever is denied that
approaoch, is condemned to ignominy and deat:tutmn for
ever,  The befitting attitude of mind in a belisver is that
whatever the degree of his offence he should only
offer penitence to God and shed tears of shame only
before Him. There isa none except Allah Who only haa
the authority to grant pardon. So much zo 4hat
even if someone tries to propitiate the Prophet excluding
Allah. he will be deprived of favour before Allah. and will
be discarded outright. The Prophet of Allak is also a slave
of God unhmtmg His favoursand mercy. The Prophet

has been a.ppﬂmtci to the exalted office by virtue of kis
surpassing humility among the oreatures of God and he
~ makes greater penances to God in comparison with

'uthara
The Holy Prophet {peace and blaﬂsmga of Allah be
upon him) observed :

““O people | Seek forgiveness of God for your sine
and return to Him. Look at me. I offer prayers to God
for salvation hundreds of times in a day."” (Musiim)

Conocerning the hypoerites. God affirms :
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Yahlifina lakum litardau ‘anhum fo-in tardau ‘anhum
fainnallaha 1@ yardd ‘anil qaumil fasiqin, (9 : 96)

“They swear unto you, that ye may gecept them,
Though ye accept them. Allah verily wneptath not wrong-
. doing folk.” -
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The terrible episode of Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God

be pleased with him} as related in the Holy Qur’an gives
us & lesson that man should suffer hardships and endure
all irials, but he should never think of abandoning sub-
mission to God. The trials that come in_ the way of
Islam and the maximum pain and auﬂ'ermg he has to
bear in the way of Allah are means to purify and
illamine the life of man and to elevate his rank. This
humiliation is the sure means of securing oternal prestige
and he who abandons submission to Allah and seeks
dignity elsewhere shall find it nowhere. Such a man will
mest with disgrace everywhere and no eye on earth
or in the sky shall ragard him with respect.
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Wa ‘alaththalithatil- Iad’kma; khullifi haotta idhd dagat
‘alathimul ardu bima rahubat wa didgat ‘alathim
anfusubum we zannw an la melje’ minallahs illa ilgib.
Thumma taba’alathim liyatibu Innallaha kﬂwmtmwwub-
urrahim. . (9 :118)

“And to the thres a-lsu [dld he turn in mercy) who
wore left hehind, when the earth, vast as it is was
straitened for them and their own souls were straitened for
them till they bethought them that there is no refuge from
Allah save towards Him. Then turned He unto them in
mercy that they (too) might turn (repentant unto Him),
Lo 1Allah | He is t.ha Relenting, the Merciful®.
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The three referred to above are Hadrat Ka‘ab b.
Malik, Hadrat Murarah ibn Rabi‘ and Hadrat Hilal b.
Umayya (God be pleased with them), The example of their
penitence serves as a beacon light for the believers as long
ag the world exists. Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God be pleagad
with him) who had lost his eyesight in old age and used
to walk with the help of his son, had himself related
the instruetive episode of his exemplary penitence to his son

which has been preserved in the Books of Tradition.

When the preparations were being made for the battle
of Tabuk and the Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of
Allah be upon him) used to call upon the people to join
the war I regularly attended all his meetings. Whenever
I heard him speak, I made a resolve that I would join the
War, Hnwavﬁr, on returning home I relapsed into laginens.
I thought there was plenty of time yet and I had all the
- provisions of the journey. ‘Moreover, I was in good health
and could afford the best mount. There was nothing that
could delay me in joining the battle. In this mood, I
oontinued to postpone my departure until all -holy
warriors had reached the field of battle and I lingered on
in Medinah entrapped in indecision and lethargy.

Souh the reports began to pour in that the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was
returning and one day I heard that he had arrived in

L
’

Medinah- and was staying as usual in the mosque. SoI'-
went to the mosque. On arrival I found that the hypocrites
were trying to convince the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allsh be upon him) of the genuineness of
their excuses on oaths. The Holy Prophet (peace and
‘blessings of Allah be upon him) heard their insincers
speeches and indicated his acceptance of their lame

exouses by observing ‘May God forgive you’,

- When my turn came, the Honly Prophet . (peace and
~ blesgings of Allah be upon him) enquired : ‘Say, what



prevented you from coming §° T saw that his.smile had a
trace of annoyanoe, so I spoke the truth. “Q Measenger
of God {poace and blessings of Allak.be upor you)! Ag

it happened I had no excuse. I was healthy and prosperous
and possessed the mount. It was-my lethargy and nagh.

gonce which deprived me of this privilege”.

On hearing me epeak the truth, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ohserved :
‘“Well, then, go and wait the verdict from Allah”. I got
up and went among the people of my tribe. The people
of my tribe railed at me and said: “Why did you not
offer some plausible excuse. You have always been in the
forefront in the service of Talam'”. However, when I found
that two other friends of mine had also told the truth, I
felt at ease and determined to hold firmly to the truth.

Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah beupon him) issued & general proclamstion that
no oneshould speak to us. As soon as this proclamation
was issmed - forth, the attitudes in Medinah suddenly
changed for mé. I became a helpless stranger among
my own kith and kin. No one in the society exchanged
greetings or entered into a conversation with me.
One day, I felt extrcmely depressed and weat to a
childhood friend and cousin. Abu Qatada (God be pleased
with him). I offered him salam, but he did not recip-
rocate. I, than said : “Abu Qatada! I ask you -in
the name of God, tell me, am I wanting in love for God
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upen
him)’ Qatada (God be pleased with him) remained
gilent. I repaﬁ.tad my question, but he made no apswer.
‘When T asked him in the name of God for the third time,
he gaid : “God and His Messenger '(peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him} know better”. My heart overflowed
mth a. surge of emotion and I burst intc tears and
rﬂtaurned—hama w:.th the burden of my gnuf ahhﬂnued It was .
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during those days that a Syrian trader in the bazar
delivered to me a letter from the monarch of Ghassan’.
The Christian monarch had written : “It has come to
our knowledge that your chief is subjeoting you to
extreme repression. You are not a lowly person. We

know the worth of a man like you. Come to us. We shall
treat you as befits your status and rank”. As soon as [

read the letter, my tongue uttered : “Here, 18 another
calamity that has befallen me”. ‘And I threw the letter

into the hearth.

Forty days had passed in this state when a courier
of the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) delivered his command that I should separate from
my wife also. 1Ienquired: ¢‘Shall I divorce her’’t The
answer came: °‘‘No, just live aseparately from her”.
I despatched my wife to the home of her parents and told
her: “Now, wait for the verdiot from God”, '

On the fiftieth day after dawn prayers, I was sitting
on the roof of my house highly dejected, stricken
with extreme grief and considering life as no longer bearable,
when suddenly someone shouted to me: ‘Ka‘ab ! Congratula-
tions’. On hearing this, I understood that the hour of my
deliverance had come and fell in prostration to my God.
~ Later peopls rushed towards me, They came in crowds
and congratulated me. I rose and went straight- to the
presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). I saw his august face glowing with
happiness. When I moved forward and greeted him, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ‘K‘a’ab ! Congratulations | This is the happiest
_dﬁy of your life”. I submitted : ”Pmphet of God (peace
‘and blaaamga of Allah he upon. ‘you), is this clemency a
favour from you or from God "’ . The Huly Prophet (peace
&nd blessings of Allsh be upon him) observed : *‘This
is a favour frum Gnd” and thﬁn recited the verses of Surah

Taubah {9).
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5. Do not delay in offering repentance. Nobody knows when
his life will end, and the next moment will bring death
to him or his life shall continue. Always remember your
fast approaching end and continue to cleanse the impurity
of sins from your heart and soul and mind and speech.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“God extends His mercy during the night so that the
person who committed a ein daring the day should return
to Him in the night. (od extends His mercy during the
day so that the person who has committed a sin during the
night may return to his Lord in the day time nnd seek His
forgiveness until the sun rigea from the east’. (M uslim)

 The expression ‘God extends His mercy, means that
God beckons His sinful slaves towards Himself and
desires to ocover their sins with His blessings. If the
person has committed & sin under the pressure of a
temporary impulse, he should: immediately turn towards
his Kind and All-Forgiving God and should lose no time,
for sin begets sin. The Satan constantly lies in ambush
for the human being snd never misses an opportunity to
lead man astray.

8. Offer repentance with auoh true and desp sincerity of heart
that the entire oourss of your life is altered and after
repentance you may appear an entirely different man.

God decrees :-
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Y2 ayyuhalladhing amand tGbG slallahs  toubaian
nasihd asi rabbukum an yukaffira ‘enkum sayyidtikum
wayudbhilakum janndtin lajri min lahithal anharu

yauma 13 yukhzilldhun nabiyya walladhin amandg ma’
akhi. ‘ (66 : 8)

“0O yo¢ who believe! Turn unto Allah in mincere
repentance ! It may be that your Lord wili remit from
you your evil deeds and bring you into Gardene
underneath which rivers flow on the day when Allah
will not abase the Prophet and those who believe with

him.

In other words, offer such sinocere and true repentance that
not a trace of any temptation to return to the sin remains
in your heart or mind. Such a repentance has three or
four ingredients. If the ain relates to & transgrossion of
(God’s right, repentance should have three elements :

(1) Man should be asincerely ashamed of his sina.

(2) Man should firmly resolve to avoid sin in
- future.

(3) And man should put his heart end souml in the
task of reforming and embellishing his life.

If a man has ocommitted a sin which involves
the violation of a humen right, repentance should
oonsist of & fourth element also : -

(4) Man should restore the right of a-nuthar human
being or seek forgiveness of the person whose right
he has violated.

This is the repentance which really eleanses the man
of all his sins, His soul is cleared of sins and adorned

with pious deeds, is presented before Allah and is
awarded a dwelling place in His Paradise. o
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The Holy Prophet {peace and hlessings of Allah be
upon him}) observed :

“When man commits a sin, his heart is stained with
& dark spot. Now if he—

* renounces the sin ;
* is ashamed of his sin and seeks salvation ;
* and turna to God with a firm determination to

avoid sgin in future ;

God illumines hia heart, But if he again commits sin,
the dark spot is enlarged antil it covers the whole of his
heart. This is the rust about which God affirms in His
Book :
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Kalle bal rdna ‘ald qulibihim ma kidnd yakstbin,

““Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon
their hearts.” . (83 : 14)

. Take & firm resolve to remain true to your repentance
and be vigilant day and night that the commitments
you have made before God are duly fulfilled. Test the
firmness of your resolve by constant efforts to purify and
reform yourself. If, despite all your efforts to guard
againet evil, youn slip and commit an offence, do not lose
hope even then. On the contrary seek refuge in the Mercy
of God and offer fervent prayers to him: ‘O Creator |
Tam wdsk and infirm. Do not banish me in disgrace from
Your threshold. For, I can seek asylumn nowhere except
in Your Meroy”.

Rﬁpantlmce of a wrong-doer invites the pleasure of
God., Taubah (Repentance) literally meane ‘return, to
turn to’. When thoughts and emotions go astray and one
gets entrapped in the quicksand of sin, hig connexion with
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God is severed and he is so far removed from God as if
he is lost to God. And when such a man retarns and turns
to God in utter shame for his sins, it is a8 if a lost
slave has come back to his master. This situation has
been graphically described by the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the following
eloguent allegory : |

- «If one of you loses his camel in = waterless
desert with all his provisions of food and water laden
on the lost camel—-—and having vainly searched for the
camel in all directions of the desert he desphairs
of his life and lies down under a tree awaiting death
and in this state he .suddenly beholds his camel laden
with all the provisions standing by his side, imagine
then his happiness !'——the happiness of your Lord and
Creator far surpasses the happiness of this man when
" His loat slave returns and having gone astray resumes
allegiance to Him™. {Tirmidhs)

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) elucidated the same faot
by means of another impresaive allegory :

Some prisoners of war were brought before the Holy
Prophet. The group included a woman who had loet ‘her
infant. The maternal instinet so overpowered the woman
thet she found no peace or rest unless she picked up and
breastfed any baby she found near her. On pecing the womean
in suoh state the Holy Prophet (peace and blessingm of
Allsh be upon him) enquired from the Companion? (@ed be
pleased with them): Can you imagine that dtirwonig
‘will fling her baby into fire’ with her own handst”  The
Companions submitted : ‘'O Messenger of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon you) ! Leaving apart the matter
of throwing the child herself, she would stake her life to
asve the child if it were falling by itseif’’. The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) thereupon
obaerved : '
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“‘God is by far even more Compassionate and Kind
to His slaves than this woman is considerate towards her
child™.

. Offer repentance to and seek forgiveneas of the Lord con-
tinuously. There are countless offences which a man
commits from morning till evening ; gometimes man 18 hot
even conscious of these transgressions. Do not imagine
that repentance is called for only when & capital sin has
been committed ; man needs to repent and pray for his
sslvation at all times, because he is liable to make a slip
at every step. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) himself used.to repent and pray for
his salvation seventy or even hundred times in &
day. (Bukhdrs, Muslim)

Do not look down upon a sinner who repents and reforms
his life. Hadrat ‘Tmran b. al-Haseen (God be pleased with
him) has reported an incident of the time of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): “A
woman of the tribe of Juhainah presented herself before
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). She had become pregnant as & result of an unlawful
relation. She submitted : O Messenger of God (peace and
blessinge of ‘Allab be upon you} |l 1 deserve punishment
for adultery. Enforce the Shariah in my cas® and
punish me”. ' The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of
Allah be upon him} sent for the guardian of this woman
and observed to him : *Treat this woman well and when
she has delivered the child, bring her to me”. When the
woman returned after the> delivery of - her child, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
commanded that her garments should be tied fast around
her body (so that the garments may not slip off during
stoning and her physical veil may not be torn off) and
when this' had been done, the Holy Prophet (paace‘agd‘_
~ blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered that ahe should be
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stoned to death. The order was carried out. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) later
offered funeral prayers for her. Hadrat ‘Umsr (God be
pleased with him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him): O Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! This
woman committed the offence of adultery and you are
saying funersl prayers for her”’. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) thereupon observed :
“She repented and offered repentance of such magnitude
that if it were portioned among seventy men of Medinah,
it would secure their salvatiom, Did you see any one better
than the one who presented the gift of life to God” 1

10. S8ay the ‘finest prayer’ to God. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to Hadrat
Shaddad ibn Aus {God be (pleased with him) *This is the

_;Li.i:':.."':'i -l;- Sayyed-ul-Istaghfdr® (‘the finest prayer’}.
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Allahumma anta rabbi 1a ildhka illd enia khalagtant wa
and ‘abduka wa and ald ‘ahdika we wa'adika masiaia‘iu
agdhu bika min sharri md sana‘tu ab@’u laka bins
‘matika ‘alayya wa ab@’u bidhandi faghfirli fainnahu la
yaghfirudh-dhunibg +lig anta. (Bukhari, Tirmidhi).
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“God 1! Thou art my Creator! There iz no deity
except Thee. Thou created me and I am Thy slave. I shall
remain faithful to the pledge of devotion which I have
given to Thee to the best of my capability. I peek asylum
with Thee against the fearful consequences of my sins. I
acknowledge all the blessings Thou hast conferred on me
and I confess that I am & sinner-—Hencs, O My
Creator. Forgive my sins. Who else except Thes will
forgive my sins "



Etiquettes
of Prayer

1, Pray to God only. Do not call upon any one else except
God to fulfil your needs. Prayer is the essence of
worship and worship shounld be rendered to God alone.

The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Lahu da‘awalul haqqr walladhing yad'dne min danihi
la yastajibiinag lahum bishai-in U3 kabd'ditr kaffaihi
tlalmds liyeblugha fa'hu wamdhuwa bibalighiki wa ma
du’ Jul kdfirina ille fi dalal. (13 : 14)

“Unto Him is the real prayer. Those unto whom
they pray beside Allah respond to them not at all, save
as (is the response to) one who stretches forth his hand,
towards water (asking) that it may come to hia mouth and

. it will never reach it. The prayer of disbeliever goeth
(far) astray’.

In other words all powers to fulfil prayers and to
dispose of things lie in the hands of God. All powers vest

402
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in Him and no power lies with any one else. All are
dependent upon Him, There is none except Him Who
hears the petitions of human heings and fulfils their
prayers. |
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Ya ayyuhannds ani umulfuqardu ilalldhs wallihu huwal
ghaniyyul hamid, (36 : 15)

“Q mankind | Ye are the poor in your relation to
Allsh, And Allah! He is the Absolute, the Owner of

Praise’’,

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“God affirms, *My creatures ! I have declared tyranny
unlawful for Me., So you should also consider acts of
oppression and excess on each other as forbidden. My
slaves | Each of you is misguided, except the one whom I
guide on the right path. 8o seek guidance from Me alone,
so that I may guide you aright. My people! Each of
youn is hungry, except the one whom I feed. Hence call
upon Me for sustenance, so that I may provide for your
livelihood. My servanta [ Each of you is naked, except
the one whom I have blessed with garments. So entreat
Me to confer dress on you and I shall provide you clothing.
My worshippers ! You commit eins in the night as well
- a3 in the day and I shall forgive all sins’’ | (Swhih Muslim)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also observed: ‘‘Man should ecall upon God
alone to provide for all his needs, so much so that even
if a gshoe-lace is broken, man should pray to God to provide
a shoe-lace, and if he needs salt, he should beseach God to
send it to him”. ) | (Tirmidhi)
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The implication is that man ought to turn te God for
the fulfilment of his most insignificant and ordinary needs.
None except God can hear the prayers and none except
Him can fulfil wants.’

. Ask God for only that which is lawful and good., To
bessech (God’s help for the execution of unlawful purposes
- and sinful aects is the height of impertinence, immodesty
and irreverence, To pray to God for the fulfilment of
unlawful and forbidden desires and to make vows for such
desires is to perpetrate the basest joke on religion.
Similarly, do not offer prayers to God to change those
realities which He has determined onee for all and
which are now unalterable. For example, a short
man should not pray to God to make him tall, nor should
a tall man pray to God to make him short : nor indecd
should a man pray to God for eternal youth so that he may
never experience old age ete. eto. |

The 'Hnly Qur’an affirms :
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Wa agimu wujuhakum ‘inda kulli masjidin  waddhu
mukhlising lohuddin, (7 : 29)

“And aet your faces upright (towards Him} at every
place of worship, and call upon Him, making religion pure
for Him (only)”.

He, who would present his needs hafura God, should not
take to the path of infidelity and pray ‘fnr the fulfilment
of unlawful desires, but should display good character and

virtuous passions and beseech God for the fulfilment of
lawful wants.

. Say prayer with profound sincerity and a righteous
disposition and with the conviction that God Whom
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you beseech is perfectly aware of your condition and is
Most Congidefate towards you ; it is He alone Who hears
the petitions of His servants and fulfils their prayers.
Always offer a pure prayer unmized with all taint of exhibi-
tion, display, deception or polytheismi. -

The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Fad‘ullaha mukhlisina lahuddin, (40 ! 14)

“Call yé, then Allah devoting your obedience wholly fo
Him"’. |
And Surah Bagarah bears the command :
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Wa idha saa’laka ‘ibadi ‘anni fainni, qaribun ujibu da'-
awatadda's idhd da‘ani falyestajibils walyo minibi
la‘allahum yarshuddn, (2 : 186).

«And when My servants question thee concerning Me,
then surely I am nigh. 1 answer the prayer of the
guppliant when he crieth unto Me, So let them hear
My call and let them trust in Me, in order that they may
be led aright”.

. Offer prayer with perfect concentration and devotion of
mind and heart and with a positive conviction of God’s
favour. 1nstead of gazing at the enormity of your #i ns, look
towards the unlimited mercy, kindness and the countless
bounties and blessings of God. The prayer of an inattentive
man whose thoughts are not concentrated on God and whe



406

#L B .
is only mumbling & few words half-heartedly at & whim
without anticipating the favour of God is vain.

The Tradition relates :

*Offer payer with the firm conviction of God’s favour.
God does not accept a prayer sent forth by an inattentive
heart’”. - (Pirmidhi)

. Say prayer in utmost humility with awe and fear of God.
Your heart should be astir with the awesome majesty,
grandeur and power of God and fear of God should be
obvious from your physioal posture, Your head should be
pent &nd eyes downcast. Your voice should be mufiled,
limbs limp, eyes damp with tears and the whole demeanour
should present a picture of helPless misery before God.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
on beholding a man stroking his beard during worship,
observed : "‘Had he the fear of God in his heart, his
body too would have been overcome by it”. |

In point of fact while praying a man should tremble
with the realisation of his destitution and helpless misery
and with the fear that if he were repulsed from the
threshold of God, he would not find refuge anywhere. He
should have deep awareness of the fact that he possesses
nothing of his own ; everything he hasis a bounty from
. @God ;if God withholds, no other power in the world can
bestow auything on him, God is the Master of everything ;
He alone holds the treasure of everything ; man is only a
miserable beggar. |

The Holy Qur'an commands :

,...:_,_, s 3% . wses
r.('.' 3 el
Ud'G rabbakum tadarru‘an.
+Call your Lord with humility”.

The dignity of worship consiats in the servani calling
upon hiz Creator in desperate humility and in a lowly
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manner so that his heart and intellect, emotions and feelings
and all parts of his body should be bent in homage to Him
and the servant’s soul and body should bear evidence to
his destitution and plea for help.

. Bay prayer in a muted, faint voice. Do present your
petition before God in a desperate manner, but never
display your desperation and misery openly. Man should
display his humility, lowliness and the plea of migery only
before God. |

There is no doubt that sometimes you may say prayers
ia a loud voiee, but only in privacy, or amid a congregation
B0 that the others may say ‘Amin’, Generally, however,
you should say prayer guietly in muffled tones and take full
care that your expression of misery and destitution and
your supplication is not just a show intended for nther

people.
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Wadhkur rabbake fi nafsika tadarru‘an wakhifatar wa
dunal jehri minal qauli bilghuduwwi walisili wa la
takun ma‘al ghafilin. (7 : 208)

“And do thou (0 Muhammad) remember thy Lord
within thyself humbly and with awe below thy breath
at morn . and evenmg And be thou not of the
neglectful’’.

The Holy Qur’an praises the beauty of the worship
offered by Hadrat Zakaria (poace be upon him) in these
wordas :
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I1dh nada rabbahu nidaon khafiyya, (12 : 3)
“When he cried unto his Lord a cry in secret’”,

7. You should execute some pious deed before saying u prayer.
For instance, rmake some sacrifice, give alms, feed the
hungry one or offer supererogatory worship or observe &
fast. In case, God forbid, you land in some trouble,
offer prayer to God reminding Him of all these pious deeds
which you have performed with true sineerity of Leart for
His sake only,

The Holy Qur’an sayS
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Hoihi yas‘adul kalimutieyyibu wal ‘emalussdlihu
yarfau'hu (35 : 10)

“Pure uiterances asoend towards Him only and pious
deeds propel them to higher altitudes™.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) once related the incident of three men who were
entrapped in a cave during a very dark might. They
prayed to God reminding Him of their truly sincere deods
and God rescued them from the ﬂ&l&mity.

It so happémed that during a dark night a group of
three men took refage- im'a-cave, As God Willed, a rock
slided down the hill and falling over the mouth of the
cave closed the passage completely. It was & massive rock
and was too heavy for them to push aside and clear the
passage. On consultation among themselves, they resolved
to pray to God reminding Him of their truly sincere deeds
in anticipation of His Favour to rescue them from, this
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ealamity. in aocordance with this resclution, one of them
related his pious deed a8 follows :

fused to take goats for grazing in the forest and earncd
my living by means of this ocoupation. On rewurning from
 the forest I used to offer milk first to my old parents and,
then to my children. One day, I arrived late. My old
parents had gone to sleep. The children were awake and
hungry. But I eould not bear to feed the ohildren before
my parents had taken the milk, nor did I wish to put
them 1o imconvenience by -weaking them up. So I stood
all night at the head of their beds holding the oup of milk
in my hand. The ohildren clung to my feet and eried for
milk all $he night, but I remained unmoved and stood
there until night gave way 1o morning.

0 God! I performed this deed for Your sake only,
Remove this rock from the mouth of the cave in recompense
for my desd’. And God caused the rock to move aside
just 50 muoch a8 to let in & view of the sky.

The second man apoke thus : I put some labourers
to work sad paid wages to all of them except one man who
went away without receiving payment for his, labour. A
short while lster when the man returned to claim his wage
[ gaid to him: °‘‘All these cows, goate and servanta are
yours, Take them where you will’. He said: *TFor
God’s sake, don't eut joke with me’’. [ answered : ‘This is
not & joke. All this is yours. I invested the money which
you had left behind in business. By the Grace of God, the
‘business thrived. All this which you aee is the profit
Jerived from that business, Take it with an easy mind,
All this belongs to you. And that man went away teking
overything with him. Oh Godl I acted in this way to
carn Your Goodwill alone. Oh God! Remove this

rock in IWP?HEEEI of ;1:1{ deed”, By .the gracious will

| a—':] 1] %Iﬂﬂlﬂun “lﬁ.‘.
of God the rock moved
of God ved further away from the mouth of
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The third one narrated the fo llowing acoount of his
pious deed : I hed a oousin sister for whom I conceived
an  extraordinary liking. She asked for some money
which I supplied. But when I sat closs to her to satisfy
my need, she said : ““Fear God and refrain from this act’’,
I rose at onoe and I pronounced that sum as a gift to her,
Oh Ged ! You know perfeotly well that I did this to win
your favour only. Oh God! Open the mouth of the
cave as & reward for this pious deed”’. God removed the
rock from the passage of the cave and liberated the three
men from this calamity,

. Alongwith offering prayers for the fulfilment of pious
purposes, try to reform and adorn your life in conformity
with the Ordinances of God. Avoid ail sins and forbidden |
things. Respect and observe the Commands of God in all
matters and lead a pious life. Tt is the height of folly and
insolence to eat and drink forbidden things, clothe
yourself out of unlawful gains and fatten your body
on illicit earnings and then anticipate acoptance of.
your prayer. If youw wish your prayer may be accepted,
your words and action both shonid conform to the tenets
of religion.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allak be upon
him) observed :

“God is Pure and He aocepts only pure goods. God
has enjoined upon the pious the same deeds as He had upon
the Messengers. God affirms :
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Ya ayyuharrusuluy kuls minatiayysbali wa'mald
sdleha.

“O Meagengers ! Partake of lawful provisions and
perform good aots”.

Addresaing the picus, God enjoins ;
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Ya ayyuhalladhing dmani kuld min layyrbali ma
razagqnraicum. '

“0O yve who believe ! Partake of those lawful and
pure things which We have bestowed on you'.

The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be
upon him) then referred to the case of a man who travels a
long distance and arrives at & sacred spot to pay homage ;
he is covered all over with duat ; he raisesa both hands
towards the sky and says: ‘My Lord’, ‘O My Lord’, yet
because he partakes of unlawful food and drinks and dreases
out of forbidden gaina and fattens his body on illicit
earnings, how can the prayer of such a contumacious and
disobedient person be accepted 1§ (Sahih Musiim)

, Offer prayers regularly. The expression of one’s humility,
destitution snd sense of loyalty to God is in itseli &
worship. God Himself has commanded IHis servants to
offer prayer to Him. God hes said : “Whenever the servant
calls Ms I listen to him”. Do not gel tired of offering
prayer. Do not be tied down by the doubt whether prayer
would ohange your destiny or not. The ohstinacy or
flexibility of fate or the acceptance or -rejection of prayer
depends on the Will of God Who is All-Knowing and
All-Wise. All the same, it is the duty of the slave to
offer prayer to Him like & beggar and destitute person and
not to congider himself independent of Him for a single
moment, |

The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“The humblest person ie the one Who is humble in
prayer’. | {Tabrani)

In addition to that the Holy Prophet (peace and
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blegsings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ““God considers
nothing as nobler and as more honourable then prayer”.

(Tirmidhi)
- The most luminous trait of the believer is that in
diatreas or ease, pain or pleasure, poverty or proaperity,
adversity or luxury——under all sorts of condition he
turns to God only and preasents his needs to Him alone
and prays to Him regularly for grace,

The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“The peron who does not pray to God invokes
wrath of God”. {Pirmidhi}

10. Put complete faith in God as to the acceptance of your
prayer. Never commit the blunder of renouncing prayer in
desperation if quick results of the acceptance of your
prayer are not forthcoming., Concentrate on offering
prayer instead of fecling anxious mbout the acceptance of

your prayer.
Hadrat ‘Umer (God be pleased with him) observed :

“T anl not concerned about the acceptance of my
prayer. I am only snxious to pray. When the favour
of offering a prayer has been granted to me, the acceptance

will also be granted’.

" The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allak be
upon him) observed :
- “When a Muslim turns towards God te ask for some
favour, God inevitably supplies his want. KEither his
wish is granted or God adds the thing desired to the
balance of reward which the Muslim will receive in the
eternal world. On the Day of Judgement, God shall
summon a pious man to His Presence and enquire from
him face to face - “O My slave! I commanded you to
pray and promised that I shall grant your prayer. Did
you then offer prayer ¥’ The man will submit : “Yes,
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I offered prayer’. God will then observe : I granted
whatever prayer you offered. Did you not pray to Me on
that dsy for the slleviation of sorrow and pain which had
seized you and I had succoured- you”. The slave will
submit : *“True, O Creator’”. God then will observe: “I
granted that prayer and fulfilled th&t desire of yours in
the mortal world.- But on that other day you Wwere

struck by another calamity and you prayed to Me for
succour, but ‘you found none and, therefore, continued to

labour onder pain and sorrow”’. The alave will submit :

“Yeos, it is true beyond doubt, My Creator’’. Thereupon
God will observe : *“In Paradise many bounties have I

reserved for you in reward for that prayer,”'——and in
the same manner God shall ascertain other needs and make
a similar observation in regard to all of them’’.

Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed : | |

‘‘There shall not be a single prayer offered by a pious
person concerning which God will not state. - “I granted
thia prayer of yours in the world and I added that desire

of yours to the balance of your reward in eternity”. The
pious person will ponder then : ‘‘Would that none of my

prayera had been granted in the mortal world! Hence

the servant should continue to pray under all conditions™,
{Hakim)

11. Observe all external etiquettes, purity and ocleanlinesa at

the time of prayer. Keep your heart clear of all evil
pasgions, illicit designa and absurd beliefa.

The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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“‘Truly, they are the favourites of God who repent

most and those others who keep themselves pure and
clean’’,

In Surah Muddnththir, (zod enjoins :.
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Wa rabbaka fakabbir wa thiyabaka fatahhir,
“Thy Lord magnify and thy raiment purify’’.

12. Offer prayer for otheras slso, but begin with yourself. Seek

favour for yourself first and then for others too. The
Holy Qur’an fédproduces two prayers offered by Hadrat
Ibrahim and Hadrat Noah (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon them) which bear the above moral :
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Rabb-iy'alni mugim-ge-2aldti wa min dhu-r-riyyais
rabbane wa taqabbal du‘a Rabbanaghfir li-wali walidayya
we lilmo’'minina yauma yagim-ul-hisdb (14 : 4@-41)

“My Lord | Make me to eatablish proper worship and
some of my posterily (slso) our Lord! and scoept the
prayer. Our Lord ! Forgive me and my parents and
believers on the day when the acoount is oast”.
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Rabbighfir Ui wali-welidayya wa liman dakbals
baitiya mo'minan wa lilmo’'minina wal-mo'mindt,
(71 : 28)
“My Lord { Forgive me and my pareats and him
who entereth my house believing, and believing men
and believing women and increase not the wrong doers in
aught save ruin’, |

- Hadrat Ubayi b. Ka'b (God be pleased with him)
reporta : **Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allabh be upon him) happened to mention some
person, he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
 used to offer a prayer for that peraon and commenoed the

_prayer by asking God’s favour for himself first”.
(Tirmidhi)

. If you are acting as leader in the prayer, you should
always offer prayer on behalf of the whole congragation
~ ‘uaing plural parts of speech. The prayers which have been
reproduced in the Holy Qur'an generally contain plural
parts of speech. The leader in faot is the spokesman for
the whole congregation. When he utters a prayer using
plurals, the congregation should utter ‘Amin’ at the end
of each prayer offered by them. |

. Avoid prejudice and selfishness in prayer. Do not fall into
the error of considering the vast and common blessing of
God as limited and thus praying for the grant of His
Grace and Bounty to you especially. |

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him)
relates : “A beduin entered the moaque of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said his
prayers and thensaid : “0 God : Grant your favour to
me and to Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him), and to none else besides us,”” On hearing
this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed ; | -
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«“You have narrowed the wvast limits of God’s
blessinge.” (Bukhari)

Avoid formal and conscious rhyming in prayer. Utter
your prayer in s simple manner with profound sinoerity,
Abstain from singing or rhyming. However, it does not
matter if by ochance your tongue does utter a rhymed
speech or an alliteration. A few such prayers ae have an
informal rhyme and perfect balance in stress are reported
to have been ntiered by the Holy Prophet (pesce and
blessings .of Allah be upon him). For instance, Hadrat
Zaid b. Argam has reported a very comprehensive prayer
offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be npen him) ; | -
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Allahumma innf a*udhi’ bika min qalbin la-yakheha‘u

wa nafsin ldtashba‘y wa ‘dimin 13.yanfa‘u wa da'walin
lz-yustajabu lahd. {Tirmidhs)

God I seek thy refuge from the heart which is devoid
of thy fear, from the being that lacks contentment, from
the knowledge that is unprofitable and from the prayer
which is unacceptable.”

Offer praiis and thanksgiving to the Lord before putting
your meeds and requirements before Him. Afterwards,
say two Rakahs of supplementary prayer and say ‘peace
and bleasings be on the Holy Prophet’ at the beginning
and end of your prayer,
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed :

‘At times when & person seeks the favour of Cod or
the assistance  of man irn connection with some peed or
requirement, the needy person should perform ablution,
ssy two Rakahs of prayer, offer praise and thanksgiving

- to the Lord and say ‘peace and blessings of Allah be on the

Holy Prophet’. (Afterwards, he should put his need
before God)*. | (Tirmidhs)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allak be
upon him} affirmed the fact that the prayer of a man which
is accompanied by praise and thanksgiving to the Lord and
by the invoeation of God’s peace and blessings on the person
ot the Holy Prophet is- granted the honour of fulfilment.
Hadrat Fadile (God be pleased with him) narrates :
““The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings .of Allah be upon
him) -was seated in the mosgue when a man entered,
performed the worship and at the end uttered. J il el
Alidhummaghfirli (God grant me pardon). On hearing this,
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said to the man : “ Yon wers rather quick in offering
the prayer. When the worship is over, you should first
of all render praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, invoke
peace and blessings upon the Prophet and finally say your
prayer. .As the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was spesking to the person, another man
eame. in, offered worship and at the end, vendered praise
to God and invoked His peace and blessings upon the
Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet, thereupon, observed

to him : “Now say your prayer”, it shall be granted.”

| o (Dsrmidhs)
Offer prayer to God at all times and at évary step, for He
18 never tired of hearing the prayers of His slaves, However,

traditions reveal to us that there are certain apecial times
and circumetances in which prayers are accepted very aoon
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Henoce, do not miss the opportunity of offering prayer at
these honrs and circumstanocea :

(1) Ip the stillness of the latter part of night when
most people are enjoying sweet slumber, the man who-
gets up and engages in communion with God and places
his needs before the Lord in sincere humility shall be
bleesed with special favour of God.

The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allsh be
upon him} has observed : |

“God holds court on the sky of the world every night.
When the latter part of the night remaina God cbserves,
“Who calls Me ? I will accept hiz prayer. Who begs 1
will fulfil his need. Who asks for salvation ¥ I will grant
him salvation.” - (Tirmidhs)

(2) Offer the maximum number of prayers in the night
of 8hab Qadr, for in auspiciousness this night is better
than a thousand months, Say the following prayer especi-
ally : |
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Allahummo inncka ‘afuwwun  tubidb-ul-‘afwa fa'fu
‘annl.

“God : Thou art All.-Forgiving. Thou likest showing
Mercy the best. Hence Forgive me”.

(3) In the field of ‘Arafat when the ‘gquests of God’ assemble
there on the 8th Dhil-Hajj. (T'irmidhi)

(4) At a partioular moment on Friday which fails between
the commenocement of the sermon and end of the
worship or from the time when the ‘Asr prayer is

~ gver till the hour of the Maghrib worship. |
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(5) At the hour of the announcement of the Prayer-Call
and at the time when the Holy warriors are being lined
up for battle in"the field. -

The -. Holy Prophet (peaoce and bleasings of Allsh be |
upon him) has observed :

‘“Two things are never repulsed from the Court of
God. One, the prayer offered at the hour of the announce-
ment of Prayer-Call. Second, the prayer uttersd at
the time of lining up for battle in the field”.

. { Abu Ddwid)

(6) In the interval between the announcement of the
Prayer-Call and the Takbir.

Tho Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be
upon him) obeerved :

1“The prayer offered in the interval between the Adhan
(Prayer-Call) and the Agémah is never rejected”. The
illustrions companions (God be pleased with them)
submitted : O, Prophet of Allsh, what should we pray

during this period. The Holy Prophet observed : Bay
thia prayer,

- Ve -l"i o - Bl ..—'a ‘.ll'i-l"
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Allahumma innt a8’ alukal‘afua -wul-‘uﬁyatu fid dunya
wal-dkhirah.

“God ! Iimplore of Thee forgiveness, kindness and
protection in this world and in eternity”.

(7) During the auspicious days of Ramadan and specially at
the time of breaking fast. (Bazaz)

(8) After the performance of obligatory prayers whether
you offer prayer individually or in a congregation.

- (9) In the state of proatration,
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has observed : |

“In the state of prostration, the slave gains the
nearest proximity to his Lord. Hence offer the optimum

prayer while you are lying in prostration before God™.

(10) When yon areweized by s serious cslamity or the
~ deepest sorrow and pain. (Hakam)

(11) When a religious assemblage takes place for the
purpose of remembrance and  worehip of God,
(Bukhars, Muslim)

(12) When a reading of the Holy Qur'an is completed.
(Tabrans)

18. Offer prayers at the following places, especially. On the
eve of his departure from Mecca to Besra, Hadrat Hasan
Basri (God be merciful to him) wrote & letter to the
residents of Mecea stating the importance of putting up
in Mesa and the favours thereof and also clearly
mentioned that prayers offered at the following fifteen
places in Mecea aTo especially accepted by God :

(1) Near the Multazam (2) Below the Mi_zib

(3) Inside the Ka‘bah (4) Near the fount of Zam
Zam

(5) At Bafa and Marwa (6) Near Safa and Marwa
at the place where ‘Sa‘i’
is performed

(7) At the rear of the ‘Flaoce (8) In ‘Arafat

of Ibrahim’
(0} In Muzdalifa - (10) In Mins
{11) Near the three Jamarat | (Hisne Hassin)

19. Make constant efforts to memorize the same words of prayer
to God as sre contsined in the Holy Qur'an and the
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" Traditions - of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him). It ia olear that no better words of
prayer and no better manner of offering prayer can be
found than that whioch God taught to His Prophets (peace
and blessings of Allah bs upon them) axnd to His pious
slaves (may God be pleased with them). Besides there is
no speech which can pasaibly.surpaaa the word taught by
God and adopted by Hia Messengers in effect, sweetness,
comprehensiveness, grace  and acceptability ! The
repetition of the prayers taught by the Holy Quran and
the Traditions and & thoughtful consideration of their
meanings trains and educates one’s mind as to what wishes
and prayers should & pious person entertain. What deeds
are worthy of his striving and what goals should he set for
himself”’. 'There .is no doubt that prayer transcends all
parriers of langnage, style or diction. Man is free to beg
anything from God in any language or style. It is,
however, a supplementary Blessing of God that He has
revealed to us what to ask for and in what manner ¢ By
“prescribing words of prayer. Moreover, (iod taught™ the
pious what attitude to adopt for achieving graca in
religion and in secular matters and what wishes and
aspirations should a pious man entertain in his heart.
There is no religious or secular need as well as there is no
aspect of grace, for which a prayer has not been prescribed.
It is more propitious, therefore, that you should pray to
W4 in those words which are contained in the Holy Qur'an
snd the Traditions aud you should repeat only those
_prayers which are incorporated in the Qur'an or thosc
which were uttered at various times by the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself.

However, until such time as you commit to memory
the words of the prayers contained in the Holy Qur'an
and the Traditions, you ought at least to reproduce their
_gense in your prayers. -
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We rapruduou in the following pages some comprehen-
‘sive prayers from the Holy Qur’an ss well as from the
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allsh be upon him). You should learn these prayers
by heart gradually and them repeat only these prayeis
aftorwarda.



Comprehensive
Quranic Prayers

Prayer for Mercy and Forgiveness :
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Rabband zalamnd anfusand wa in lam laghfir land wa
tarhamna lanakinanna min-al-khdsirin, (7 : 23)

Our Lord! We have wruﬁged ourselves. If Thou

forgive us not and have not meroy on us, surely we
are of the loat.

No doubt unless God abaolves man of his sing
and showers ondless Merocy on him, man will go to ruin.

anyar for Grace in both the Worlds
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Rabbana datind fid-dunyd hasanalan wa fl-dakhirets
-hasanatan wa gina ‘adhdbran-ndr, {2 : 201}

“Our Lord! Give unto us in the world that which
is good and in the Hereafter that which is good and

guard us from the doom of the Fire”.

423
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Prayer for Forbearance and Fortltude :
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Rabbana afrigh ‘alaina sabran wa shabbit sqddmand
- wansurnad ‘alalgaumil-kadfirin. (2 : 250)

Our Lord | Bestow on us sndurance, make our foothold
sure, and give us help against the disbelieving folk.

Prayer for Protection agaiust the Mischief of -the Devil :
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Rabbs a'iidhu biba min hamazdt-vsh-shayating wa andhubika
rabbi an yahdurin. (23 : 97, 98)

My Lord ! I seek refuge in Thee from suggestions
of the evil ones and I seek refuge in Thee, my Lord |
leat they be present with me,

Prayer for Prntectinn nguinst the torment of Hell :
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kana gharamd Innahd si’al musiagarran wa mugima.
(25 : 65-66).

Our Lord | Avert from us the doom of hell ;: Lo ! tha
“doom thereof is anguxsh Lo 1 it is wretohed as abode and
station,

Prayer for ‘the Correction of Heart :
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Rabbana G tuzigh gqulabana ba‘da idh hadaitand wa

habieand min ladunka rahmah innaka anial-Wahhab.
(3 : 8)

Our Lord ! Cause not our hearts to atray after Thou
hast guided us, and bestow upon us mercy from Thy
Presence. Lo | Thou, only Thou art the Bestower,

Prayer for the Purification of Heart :
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Voo dadDy

Rabbanaghfir land wa li-tkhwaninal-ladhina sabagina
bil-imani we 13 taj‘al fi quigbina ghillel-lil-ladhing
damany rabband innake ra’df-ur-Rahim., - (59 . 10)

Our Lord ! Forgive us and our brethren who were be-
fore us in the faith, and plaee not in our hearts any
ranoour towards those who believe., Our Lord ! Thoy
art full of pity, Merciful,
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Prayer for Favourable Turn of Events -
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Rabbandg ﬁatiﬁu min ladunka rahmatan wa kuyy‘i’ lana
min gmring rashada, | (18 . 10)

“Our Lord ! Give merey from Thy presence and shape for
us right conduct in our plight.”

Prayer for Salvation :
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Rabband damannd faghfir land warhamnid wae ania
khasr-ur-raghimin, . (23 : 109

Our Lord ! We believe therefore forgive us and have
mercy on us for Thou art best of all who show mercy.

Prayer for the grant of satisfaction and peace in the family :
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Rabband hab land min azwajind we dhur-rigyating
gurrala  a‘ayunin  waj'elnd lil-mutlaging:  imama,
| (26 : 14)

Our Lord | Vouchsafe us comfort of our wives and of
| ' our offspring, and make us patterns for (all) those who ward
/ off (evil),
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In nthur words, grant us such a pure and noble life
_that the pious should take us as a model and emulate our
example.

Prayer for Parents:
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Rabbanaghfir Ii wa li.walidayya wa lil-mo ‘mining yauma
aqwm-u!—hw’ib (14 : 41}

" Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the
believers on the day when the account is cast.

Prayer for Protection from trials and tribulations :
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" Rabband la tu'&khi&'ﬁn& inn&s!n& au akhta'nd rabband
wa la tahmil ‘alaind isran kamd hamaliahu ‘alalladhi-

-ma mén gablina rabbana wa 17 tuhammilnd ma 1a taqata
land biks wa'fu ‘annd waghfir land war hamna ania

maulana fansurnd ‘al-al-gaum-il-kafirin. S (2 286

Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or err : Our -
~ Lord! Ley not on us sucha burden aeThou did#tlay on
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those before us: Qur Lord ! Impose hot on us that whigh
we have not the strength to bear: Pardon wus, abaolve

us and have mercy on us. Thou, art our Protector
and give us victory over the disbe lieving folk.

Prayer for getting rid of the disbelievers’ domination.

-i" oW =8 ..--.-l.pl - .|l=..-r -y ot

(A4-A®: U‘"‘“'J") u:_‘,l “ r_,AJl,_,Adlha-J: La‘:-_,

‘Alalldhi tawakkalni rabbana 1a  taj'alnd fitnatan-
lil-qaum-iz-zalimin, Wa najjind birahmatike min-al-
gaumil kafirin, | (10 : 85)

In Allah we put trust. Our Lord ! Oh, make us not
a lure for the wrongdoing folk. And of Thy mercy,
save us from the folk that disbelieve.

Prayer for a propitious end.
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Fatir-gs-samawati wal-ardi ants waliyyt fid-dunys
wal-aakhirati tawaffani musliman wq allhigni bissalihin.
(10 : 101)

Creator of the hoeavens and the earth Thou art
my protecting Friend in the world and the Hereafter.
Make me to die submissive (untc Thee), and join me to
the righteouas. '
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Rabband innand sami'nd munadiyan yunadi lil-imani
an daminu birabbikum fo’ amanna rabbana foghfir
land- - Shuniband wa kafir ‘annd sayy? &lind wa
tawaffand ma‘al abrdr. Rabband wa-atind ma wa
adtand ‘ald rusulika wald tukbzing yaum-al-giydmats

innaka 1a tukhlif-ul-mi'ad. (2 : 193, 94)

Our Lord ! Lo ! We have heard a crier calling unto
Faith : Believe ye in your Lord ! So we believed Our
Lord ! Therefore forgive ua our gins, and remit from us
our evil deeds and make us die the death of the righteous.
Our Lord ! And give us that ‘which Thou hast promised
to us by Thy messengers. Confound us not upon the
Day of Resurrection. Lo ! Thou breakest not the trunt.



- Some Prayers
of the Holy Prophet
(p.b.u.h.)

The Muhaddithin (Reporters of Traditions) have worked
hard and devoted whole of their lives in ocollecting and com-

piling the books of Traditions, the prayers which the Holy

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
used to offer during journeys and in camp. Alongwith the
prayers incorporated in the Holy Qur’an, you should also
utter theee prayers of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him)., These prayers are not only com-

prehensive, impressive and propitious, but alsg teach
the correct thinking to the believer as well as the desires and

ambitions he should cherish. In fact, s man’s real nature is
reflected in his desires, especially moments when he ia
satisfied that no other human being is present snd that his
murmur can only be heard by his Creator. Each word of
the prayers offered by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) in the darkness of the might, in
privacy, in the midat and outside the company of the
people, is characterised by profound aincerity, devotion and
eagerness and one feels that the utterer of such prayers is
the most exalted person who is perfectly aware of his status
a8 the servant of God and he constantly begs from his Lord
as & needy person. Moreover, his eageruess and devotion
is constantly increasing in depth and intensity as he continuss
to offer prayers to God. The essence of all his prayers is
as follows: *“God! Draw me closer | Spare me from Thy
wrath! Beatow upon me Thy favour | Give me success and
grace in Eternity. | |

430
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Prayers to be offered in the Morning and Evening :

Hadrat *Uthman b. ‘Affan (God be pleased with him)

narrates: ‘‘The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessingz of Allah be
upon him} observed : No harm oan ¢come to & man from any-

tlung who uttara the fulluwmg prnyar morning nnd evening” :
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Bismilla-hil-ladht 13  yadurru ma‘asmihi shai’un Jil-
ardt wa 13 fls-samdi wa huwas-sami‘ul ‘alim, |

(Muenad Ahmad),

Tn the name of God by virtue of Whose name nanght in the
heaven nor earth dut.h hurt and He is the Hearer the

-~ Knowaer. _
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar (God be pleased with him)

repurta ““The Holy Prophet (peace and ‘blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to offer the following prayer in the

morning and evening regularly without. respite’’ :
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irata, Allahumma innd as'alukal-‘afwa wal-‘afiyaia fI
dini wa dunydys wa ahli wae mali. Allshummastur
‘aqurdts wa damin raw'dti. Allshummahfazni min baini
yadayys wo min khalfi wa ‘an yamini wa ‘an shimdll wa
min fauqi we ‘addhu bi ‘azmatika an ughlala min tahii.

(Tirmidhs)

O Clod ! Behold, I beg of Thee peace in this world and the
hereafter. 0 God | Behold, I beg of Thee forgiveness and
safety in my faith, in my world, in mine household and in
my wealth. O Godl cover my defects, and give me peace from
mine apprehension. O God! protect me from my front and
from my rear, from my right and from my left also from
above me; and I seek refuge in Thee lest. I be surprised from

beneath me !
Prayer agaipst Lethargy and Cowardice :

Hedrat Anas b. Malik {God be pleased with him) states :
«] used to remsin in attendance on the Holy Prophet (peace

‘and blessings of Allah be upon him) and I used to hear him
offer this prayer very often’’:
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Allahumma innd ‘atidhu bika min-al-hammi wa-I-Ruzns
wal-‘ajzi wal-kasali wal -bukhls wal-jubni wa dala’id-
daini wa ghalabaiir-rijals. (Bukhdri, Mualim)
O God ! Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from anxiety and

grief, from inability and sloth, from faint heartedness,
snd niggardliness, irom the burden of indebtedness and the

domination of men,
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Prayer for the Attninment of Piety and Purity ;
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Alahumma inni  as'alubal-hudid wat-tugs  wal-: ufafa
wal-ghind,

O God | Behold I beg of Thae guidance, piety, purity and
contentment.

This is the mcst comprehensive prayer. In these four
words the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Aflah be upon
him}) has asked for everything that s believer needs.

Pl'a}'er for Protectlon against degradation in this world
and the Hereafter :
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Alahumma ahsin ‘agibatand ﬁl-umuri kulliha wa ajirng
min khizyid-dunyd wa ‘adhab-il-aakhirah. (Tabrant)
“God! End all our activities in grace and protect us from

the torment of degradation in this world-and in the Here-
after’’.

Prayer to be offered after Worship :

Hadrat Mu‘adh {God be pleased with him) states thas one
day the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him} took my hand and observed : “O Mu‘adh! I love thes' ,
and then proceeded to affirm: “O Mu‘adh!! I advise you that
you should never miss uttering the following words after each
prayer :
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Auahummn a‘mni ‘ala dhikrika wa shukrika wa hm1
sbadalika.

O Lord! help me in remembering Thes, in expressing grati-
tude to Thee and in worshipping Thee in the best manner.

Will of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.b.):

Hadrat Shaddad b. Aus (God be pleased with him) states:

““The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
advised me : Shaddad | when you see the worldly people busy
in amassing gold and silver, you should gather the blissful

treasure by uttering the following words off and on' :
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Allahumma snnd " ag'aluk-ath-thabdla fil-amri wal-’azi-
mati ‘alar-rushdi wa as’aluka shukra ni‘matika wa
husna ‘thadatika wa as’alukae qalban saliman wa lisdnan
sadigan wo as'aluka min khawrt md le’ lamu wae a'ddhu
bika min sharri mad ia'lamé wa uamgkﬁruku limd ta'-
lamu innake anta ‘allimul ghuyid,  (Musnad Ahmﬁd}

O God ! Bebeld, I beg of Thee steadfastness in kﬂﬁpmg
 (Thy) command snd firmness of resolution in (pursuing)
the right course, I beg of Thee (the feeling of} t.ha.nkfulneaa

for Thy grace and (ability for) adoring Thee bost. I beg
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of Thee a sound heart and a truthful tongue. I beg of
Thee the good of that which Thee Knowest, and I seek
refuge in Thee from the evil which Thee Knowest I seek
Thy forgiveness for all of my wrongs thou knowest. No
‘doubt Thou knoweat all that is unknown to us.

Prayer for Forgiveness and the Favour of Allah

- Hadrat Abu Huraira (God ba pleased with him) states that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
while bequeathing a will to Hadrat Salman Parsi (God be
Pleased with him), had observed: “I wish to bequeath a few
words to you. Beseech the Most Kind in these words.
Rush towards the Most Kind and offer prayer to Him in

these worda day and night:
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Allighumma inni as’aluke sihhatan Jt imanin wa Imanan -
Ji husni khulgin wa najahan yatba,uhii falihun wa rah-
ratan mmmka wae ‘afiyatan wa  maghfivatan minks wa
ridwind, ~ {Tabrant, Hakam).

O God! Behold! I beg of Thee vigour and health in my

faith. and effect of faith inmy dealings and bhehaviour
and success leading to peace and meroy from Thee; and also

security, forgiveness and Thy pleasurs.
Prayer for Purification from Sins :
Hadrat Umm Salama (God be pleased with her) narrates:

'“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) used to offer the following prayer ;
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Allahumma naqqé galdi mina-l-khatiyd kama mnagqaiia-
ththaubal-abyads min-ad dangs.  Allahumma ba'id
baini wa baina khati'ati kama ba'adta bain-al-mashrigi
wal-maghrid. (Moajam Kabir),

O God! olean my heart from sina, just asa you oclean white
cloth of dirt. O God! cause as great a distance between
me and my faults, as there is between East and West.

Prayer for the Attainment of Respect among the People :
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Allghummaj'alni sabiran waj’alni shakdran waj'alnl fi
‘aini saghiran wa ff o’yuninndsi kabird,

O Allah! make me patient and thankful to These, and make
me small in my own eyes, but great in other peoples eyes.

A comprehensive Prayer : |
Hadret ‘Alsha (God be pleased with her) states: ‘It so

happened once that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings

1 Allah be upon him) came to see me I was engaged in offering
worship. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) needed me immediately but I was delayed, where.
npon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
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him) observed: ‘Aisha, you should utter brief and comprehensive

prayers, When I came to the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be npon him) I submitted: 0 Messenger of

- - Allsh! (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you}! Teach me

& brief and comprehensive prayer’’. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “You ahould
utter the following prayer:
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Allahumma innt as’aluka min-al-khair: kullihl *3jilih:
wa &jilihi ma’alimtu minky wa ma lam a’alamu wa
a'udhu bika min-ash-sharri bullihi ‘djrlihs wa djilike
ma ‘elimiu minku wa ma lam a‘clamu 1w asalukal-
jannata wa ma qarraba tlatha min gaulin au ‘amalin wa
‘a'ddu bika min-an-nari wa ma garraba ilatha min
qaulin au ‘amalin wa as’alukg mimma sa’alaka bihi
Muhammadun wa a'udhu bika min ma e’ awwadha
minkhu Muhommadun wa ma qadaila I min qadd‘in
faj'al -aqibatahw rushda. (Hakamy).



O Allah! I ask of Thee all the good which is in the present
or in the future, and I ask of Thee paradise, and the works
and deeds, which would take me nearer to the same, and I
seek refuge in Thee from Fire and the works and deeds
which would take me nearer to the same, And I ask of
Thee that which was sought by Muhammead, and 1 seek
refuge in Thee from that regarding which Muhamrmad
sought Thy Protection, and that the end of all Thy decrees

above me ahould be good.

Prayer for Holding Firm to Islam:
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- Allahummahfazni  bil-islami  g@’iman wahfazni bil-
sslimi qd‘idan wahkfaznt bil-tslami rdqidan wa 13 tushmit
b¥‘aduwroan hdsida,

O Allah! maintain my faith in Islam, while I am atanding
or while I am sitting or while I am lying and let not the
enemy, the envious pass sarcastic remarks about me.

Prayer of a New Convert to Islam :

Hadrat Abu Malik Ashja‘i (God be pleased with him)
reports: ‘“My father narrated that whenever a person
embraced the religion of Islam, the Holy Prophet (peace
end blessings of Allah be upon him)} used to teach him
Seldt and also the following prayer”
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Allahummaghfir I warhamni, wahdini, wa ‘dfins warzugni.

O Allah! forgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, grant me
peace and give me sustenance.

Prayer for the Avoidance of Dissension and Immorality :
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Allahumma inni a‘@dhu bika min munkardt-il-akhliqs
wal-atamali wal-ahwd’i. Allshumma innd a'dGdhu bika
min-ash-shigagi wan-nifagi wan si-il-akhlag.

O Allah! I seek refuge in Thee from evil morals, deeds
apd desires. O Allahl Behold, I seek refuge in Thee from
schism, hypecricy and evil morale.



Darud and Salam

Invecation of Peace and Blﬁsings on the Holy Prophet
(p. b. u. h.) |

Invoke peace and blessings of Allah upon your venerable
‘benefactor Hadrat Muhammad (peace and blesgings of
Allsh be upon him). Truly, we can make no recompense
for his countless favours and limitless love and affection.
What we can do, however, is to invoke the peaco and blesgings
of Allah on him with. the deepest sense of reverence, love,
devotion and loyalty to his person We should pray to God,
“Creator | Your Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) had to suffer terrible torments in his task of . com-
municating your message to us. He (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) took great paina to guide us on the path of right-
eousness, Creator | We can make no return for this favour. Woe
implore You, O Creator ! to shower Your boundless bene-
factions upoh the Prophet ( peace and blessings be upon him),
to exslt him in Your favour; to protect his religion from
the onslaught of=falsehood ; to extend his religion snd to
bestow upon him & higher rank than all other favourite
companions of Yours in the eternal world.” The Holy Qur’an
enjoins npon the Muslims : | |
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halladhing dmand salli ‘alashi wa sallimii laslima.
(33 : 56)

Lo ! Alish and his n.ngﬂln, shower blessings on the Prophet
O ye who believe | Ask blessings on him and salute him
with a worthy salutation.”

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessinge of Allah be
upon him ohserved to Hardat Ubayi b. Ka'’b (God be pleased
with him) :

“Obayi| If you devote all your time to invoking peace
and blessings of Allah upon the Prophet, God shall take it
upon Himself to provide for your sustenance in this world
and in eternity.” (Musnad Ahmad)

Hadrat Anas b. Malik (God be pleased with him) narrates
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“A person who invokes peace and blessings of Allah
on me is recompended by Aliah in the following manner :

‘““Allah showers blessings on him ten times. Allah
adds ten virtuea and erases ten vices from his record of
deeds. And Aliah elevates his rank by ten grades.” (Nesa'i)

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed :

““The angels oontinue to invoke the blessings of God upon
a man as long as he devotes- himself to invoking peace and
blessing of Allah upon me.”

(Ahmad and Ibn Majah)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blesaings of Allah be
upon him} cbhserved ;

“The man who hears my name mentioned .yet fails
to mvuka the peace and bIannmgu of Allah on meis a miser.”
(Tirmidhi)
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon”
him) declared the person most deserving of the honour of his
companionship and attesdance in the life hereafter who invokes
the peace and blessings of Allah on him the most,

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allash be upon
him) observed: |

“The person who invokes peace and blessings of ‘Allah on
me the most, will be ‘the best deserving my companionship
and attendance on the Day of Judgemen . {Tirmidhi}

There is & slight variation in the wordings of the texts
of the invocation of peace and blessings of Allah which the
‘Holy iPrﬂphat (peace and blessings of Allah " be upon him)
taught to the illustrious companions (God be pleased with
them) on various occasions. You may use any of these texts.
The text which is. generally recited in worship and which has
heen declared as the most propitious one by Hadrat ‘Abdullsh
b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) is ag follows :
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Allahumma  salli ‘ald  Mukammedin wa'all aald
Muhammadin kamd sallaita ‘al2 Ihrahima wa ‘ald aals
Ibrakima innaks Haemidun Majid. Allahumma barik
‘ala Muhammadin wa'ald aali Muhammadin kamd
barakia ‘old Ibrahima wa ‘eld 3li Ibrahima innaka
Hamidun Hﬂji&. - (Sihah Sitia, Musnad Ahmad).
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O Allahl! Shower Thy mercy upon Muhammad and the
followers of Muhammad, a8 thou didst shower Thy mercy
upon Abraham and the followers of Abraham! Behold Thou
art Praiseworthy, Glorious! O Allah! shower Thy blessing
upon Muhammad and the followers of Muhammad, aa Thou

" didat shower Thy blessings upon Abrahsm & the followers
of Abraham Behold, Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, Mas‘dd (God be pleased with him)
observed to the people: *You should invoke peace and bles-
sings of Allah on the Holy Prophet in a proper manner, Who
knows this invocation may be pressnted before the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be npon him}?"” The
people requested him to teach the proper invocation $0 them.
Thereupon he observed: «You should recite the invoocation

thuas.
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Aihhummdj'ul salitaka wa rahmataka wa barakitika
‘qld sayyid-il-mursaling wae imam-il-mut-tagina  wa
khaiim-in-nabiyying Muhammadin ‘abdika wa rasiiika,
imam-il-khairi wa qd'id-il-khairi warasdl-ir-rahmati,
Allahummab'athhu magaman yaghbituhd bikil-awwalin.
Allahumma salli ‘ale Muhammadin wa ‘ald aali Muha-
mmadin kama@ sallaite ‘ala Ibrakima wo ‘ald aals
Ibrakima innakae Hamidun Majid. Allahumma barik
‘eld Muhammadin wa ‘ald aali Mubammadin kamd
barakta ‘ald Ibrakima wa ‘ald aali 1lbrahimae innake
Hamidun Majid, (Tbn-e-Majah).

God! Shower Your favour, blessing and benefactions upon
the lord of Prophets, leader of the pious and the seal of
Prophets, Muhammad who is Your servant, Your Messen-
ger, a model of Good, a gnide to peace and a Messenger , of
Blessings. God! elevate him to an exalted position which
may be the envy of his predecessors. Godl Show Your
blessings to Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad as
You hlessed Abraham and the progeny of Abraham.
Truly, You possess the purest attributes and are Great.
God! Show Your favour to Muhammad and the progeny
of Muhammad as Yoo showered favour on Abrabam and
the progeny of Abraham. Truly, you possess the purest
attributes and are Great’’. {Ibn Majah)

Hadrat Abu Mas‘dd Ansari {God be pleased with him)

narratea: ‘‘Onoe Bashir b. Sa‘d (God be pleased with him)
submitted to the Holy. Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) : In what manner should we-invoke peace and
bleasings of Allah on you? The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) remsained silent for a while and
then observed: Say these words: ’

- R " S . - ® . w AN

IO V- L.a...S'-L..-.ﬁ dl Jdes -.L..af-d_r-t}_nﬁ —



445

Ay | b b e .0 | = @ - B - & ' | -
st J| L}'pjd-*ﬁd_’ﬁ-)h*’ﬂ'hiﬁ‘ (..“J_P
iln,.._...i -l - . -, ..-.:...::,.r.-.-
w&ilwuldflﬁlwdjgu

p +

() pror

Allahuma solls ‘ald Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin
Lama sallaite ‘ald agli lbrahima wa barik ‘ald Muhammadin
we ‘old aali Muhammadin kamd barakta ‘ald lbrahima
fil-‘Glaming innaka Homidun Majid. (Musiim).

O Allah! shower Thy mercy upon Muhammad and the
followers of Muhammad &8 Thou didst shower Thy
mercy upon the followers of Abraham! Behold!
Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious. O Allah! shower Thy
blessings upon Muhammad and the followers of Maham-
mad, as Thou didst shower Thy bleasings upon Abraham
in the worlds. Behold Thou art Praiseworthy, Glorious.



The Suppllication
of Sacrifice

Lsy down the animal parallel with the direction of the Qibla
and utter the follnwmg prayer first:
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Inne wnjjaktu wﬂjhaya hI-Iadha futnr-aa-mmawﬂh wul-
arda hansfan we ma ana min-al-mushrikin, Inna
saliti wa nusuki wa mahydye wa mamats lillahe rabb-
il-‘alemin. Lo sharike lshu wa bidhaliks omiriu wa
ana min-al-muslimin, Allehumma laka wa minka. |
Behold I have turned my face earnestly towards Him Who
originated the heavens and the earth and I am
not of polytheists. Behold, my salat, mine offering, my
living and mine dying are all for God, Lord of the worlds.
No partners hath He, concerning this I have been bidden

and I am of the Muslims O God! ( I offer this) to you aud
You gave it to me,

[ QI TR '

After reciting this prayer, BSay _,a_f bl J.H'I -

-

¢ Riamillahs Allahy akbar’, (In the Nams of Allah Who ia Great)
and out the throat of the animal with a sharp-edged knife.
Having performed the slaughter, read this prayer:
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Allahumma tagabbalhu minni kama tagabbalta min khall-
tika Tbrahima wa habibika Muhammadin ‘alaihimas-
salatu was-salam., |

“God ! Accept this sacrificc offered by me as Thoq accepted
the saerifice offered by Thy friend Abraham and that
offered by Thy loved one Muhammsd. May peace and
blessings deacend upon both”,

Althnugh it i1s permissible to let someons else perform the
slaughter of your sacrificial animal, yet ¥ ia better if you
perform this act with your own hands. While you perform the
slaughter, try to think and feel in the same Way &8 you oxXpress
through the words you utter at the time of sacrificing the
animal i. e all that we have got belongs to Allak and it js ail
to be spent in His .way only. The act of sacrificing ' the
animal in His name is in submission to His will and if ever
required we sghall readily sacrifice even our own life in the
way of Allah and shall be grateful to Him that He oon-
ferred upon us the honour of martyrdom by affording us
an opporfunity - to shed our blood in His namo,

L. If the animal is jointly shared by several pariners, say [y

-
instead of g and then announce the namea of &Il partunera,



Aqiqa Prayer

- *Aqiqe’ refers to the goat or ram which is sacrificed on
~ behalf of a new-born child on the seventh day afier his birth,

The Holy Pmphat [pm and blaanmgn of Allah be upﬂn
him) observed: -

*/On the seventh day & nware should be prescribed for the
child, Its hair and all filth should be removed and sacrifice
should be performed on his behalf”,

Before sacrifeing the animal, first make it lie down parallel
with the direction of the Qibla and recite the prayer which ig
uttered at the slaughter of a sacrificial animal i.e. from *
Sqrs Gl Ttocde s )’ Afterwards eay ¢ Y | @l &l uy?
and ocut the throat of the animal with a sharp-edged knife and
then recite the following prayer:

B - - - JOR o . ] 'Jiﬂ
g_L.U‘L..S'A.l..EJ_.._.,, Mmr_‘lll

| -

3 - ¥ - ) .

. -l . -l * Y PR R

"l_,-a.-...i L!J_MM’J.JL‘,.J-JU-LJ L‘a.}rwl;
=3 o

L.Luqm'

Allahumma hadhibt oglqatu...... . .....taqa-bbaﬂm kama
tagqabbalta min habibika Muhammadin wa Lkhalilika
- Ibrahima ‘alaikimas-saldty wassaldmu damubd bidamiki
lahmuhd bilahmibi sha'rubd bisha’rihi azmuhd bi-azmihs,
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“Q Allah! Thig is the Aqlqnh ofl . iiiiiiinnn, Accept it as

Thou acoepted the ‘Agigah offered by Thy loved one
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and
by Thy friend Abraham (peace be upon him), The blood
of this sacrifice is ransom for the blood of the child, its
flesh is the ransom for the flesh of the child, its hair are a
ransomn for the child’s hair and its bones are the ransom
for the child’s bones,  God! Accept it”.

The people who possess means must offer aacrifice on behalf
of their. children. ‘Aqiqsah ia a desirable saorifice, Two lamba

or goats on behalf of the male child and a single goat or lamb on
behalf of the female. It is permissible also to sacrifice a single
goat on behalf af a boy. However, for those who lack means,

it is certainly improper to perform the sacrifice b;;r begging
loans.

Nonoooked Aqlqnh meat may be distributed. It is prafarnbla
huwevar, to send cooked meat to the beggars, the poor and
your neighbours, On the eve of the ‘Aqiqah of Hadrat Hasan
(God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peace and bles.
sings of Allah be upon him) instructed: “Send one chopped leg
of the animal to the midwife and eat the rest yoursslf and feed

‘others’”.. (Abl Dawid)

iyl -S—

1. _ Insert the name of the ohild whose *Aqiqab is being performed after
the words,




The Taravih Prayer

The word ‘Taravih’® is the plural form of ‘Tarviha’.
tTarviha' denotes the period of rest and relaxation at the end
of every four Rakahs of prayer. It is in this context that this
sapplementary prayer of the month of Ramadan is called
‘Taravil'’. Tarviha, i. e. to pause and relax at the end of every
four Rskahs of prayer, isa Sunnah,

The following prayer should be recited during ‘Tarviha’ :
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| Subhana dhil-mulls wol-malakit, Subhana dhdl.

. ‘tzzatt wal-‘ezmali wal-heibati wal-qudraty  wal-kibri-
yd's wal-jabardt. Subkan-al-malik-il-hayyil-ladhs 12
yanamu wa I3 yamitu, subbithun quddisun rabbuna wa
rabb-ul-mald’tkati war-righ, Allahumma ajirna min-
an-ndrs ya muglru ya mujiru y@ mujlr

“Pure is the Ruler and the Sovereign. Pure is the Exalted
and the Suprome, the Awesome and the Powerful and the
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Great Wielder of Authority. Pure is the Immortal

Sovereign Who neither sleeps, nor will ever die. Pureat
{ and free from all blemishes is our Sustainer Who is the

Provider of angels and of (Gabriel.

God! Grant us asylum from the Fire of Hell. O Protec-

tor, O Protector, O Protector’.

Offer the ‘Taravih’ prayer in congregation and if possible
ligten to the recitation of the full text of the Holy Qur’an
during ‘Namaz’. Offer Paravih’ behind a ‘Hafiz’ (the one who
has memorised the full text of the Holy Quran}  who recites
the Qur’an with full reverence, devotion and esagerness in
moderate pace and with proper pausss and correct aocents §0
that the listeners do not get tired and the Qur'an may be
recited so clearly as to make every word of it sudible and
distinet. It is & great injustice with the Holy Qur’an to read it
rapidly without gnderstanding as if you are trying to get
rid of a burden, The Book of Allah deserves to be read with &
will, devotion and concentration pondering over ita meaning
and implications and trying to grasp its real sense and spirit.

Qimilarly the ‘Taravih’ prayer must be offered with ease
and concentration showing no haste and hurry. To perform
Rukii and Prostration in rapid succession without knowing
what is being gttered amountsa to Bheer disregard of the
objectives of prayer and missing the relish of real tasto and
enjoyment of worship.



Qunut-i-Nazila

Whenever, God forbid, the Muslims are faced witha critical
situation and the menaos and terror of the enemy has over-
come them, they should recite Qunut-i-Nazila during prayers,
especially in the courss of the dawn prayer. After the gecond
Rakah of the morning prayers, recite the following prayers in
the standing posture before performing the prostration. Tradi-
tions reveal that this prayer was recited during worship by the
Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and
his illustrious companions (God be pleased with them) at eriti-
oal times, they offered this prayer especially during morning
worship:
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Allzhummahkding fiman hadaita wa ‘dfina fi-man ‘dfaila
wa tawalland fi-man tewallaita wa barik land fi-ma
oa’dtaita wa gina sharra ma gadaita fa-innake teqds wa la
yuqdd ‘alatka innahu 13 yadhillu men walatia wa la
ya‘izzu man ‘ddaita tibarakia rabband wa ta’dlatla
nastaghfiruks wa natabu ilaika, Allshumme ‘adhdhib-si-
kafaratal-ladhina yasudding ‘an sabilika wa { yukadhdhi-
hiina rusulake wo yugitiling aulid'ake, Allahummaghfir
Lil-mo'minina wal-mo'mindt, wal-muslimina wal-musli-
mat, wa aslih dhite bainihim wa allif baina qulibshim,

waj'al fi quliabikim-ul-imdne wal-hikmate wa thabbi-
thum ‘ale millats rasilike sallal-lahu ‘alahi wa sallam
wa guzi'hum an yifi biahdik-al-ladki ‘ahadiahum
‘alathi, wansurhum ‘als ‘aduwwika wa’aduwwihim tlah-
al-hagqs waj'alnd minkum.

O Allah! guide us amongat those whom Thou hast guided
paright, and preserve us among thogse whom thou hast
preaarved Ticlude us amongst those whom Thou hast taken
under Thy protection. Bless us in that which Thou hast
bestowed upon us and protect us from the evil of that
which Thou hast ordained, for itis Thou Who ordainest
and none can ordein against Thee indeed ! Never ia he
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abased whom Thou takest as friend and none is respected
Whom Thou takest as a foe. Blessed art Thou Our Lord
and exalted. We ask repentance from Thee and turn to
Thee ; O Allah! send torment upon the unbelievers, who
prevent us from following Thy way and refute Thy
messengers, and fight against Thy friends. Allah! grant
forgiveness to us and to the Faithful males and females
& Muslim men and women and bring reconciliation
among them and foster affection (for one another} in their
hearts and bless them with conviction and insight and

make them firm and unwavering followers of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and

enable them to fulfil the pledge You have taken from them;
help them agninﬂf Thy enemies and against their enemies

O Real Deity ! hear our prayers and deal us with these
people 1"



‘Prayer for the
Fulfllment of a need

. Whenever any need, big or small, arises, you should
stand before God and offer two Rakahs of superoragatory
prayer, (Silat al-Hijat). Afterwards, offer thanksgiving and
praise to God and invoke peace and blessings upon the Holy
Prophet, Then utter the following prayer. There is every hope
that God will not reject your prayer. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed:

“When someone seeka fulfilment of a need from God or

man, he should first carefully perform ablution, aay two Rakahs
of superoragatory prayer and then offer thanksgiving and praise
to the Lord: afterwards, he should invoke peace _n.nd blessinga

of God on the Holy Prophet; and - finally utter this prayer to
God;
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- La 1,Idkn ﬂlalluhul halimul-karim. Subbanallahi rabbil.
‘arahil. ‘azim.  Wal-hamdu  lillahi  rabbil-'dlamis.
As'aluke mijibati rahmatika we ‘azd‘imi maghfiratika
wal- -ghanimata min -kulli birrin was-salamata min
kulls ithmin 13 tada* i dhanban illa ghefartahu wa I3
hamman illa farrajtahii wa 1 hajatan hiye lake ridan
tlld qadattaha ya arkamar-rahimin. (T“’m‘d}"] o

There is no daif;y save God the Clement the Bountiful. Glory
be to God, Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Praise be to
God, Lord of the Worlds! T beg of Thee the means of
. [nbtnlmng} Thy mercy and securing Thy pardon;

| pnrtlmpntmn in every righteousness and protection from
- every sin. Leave no sin of mine unforgiven no anxiely
unrelisved and let no need of mine unfulfilled where-
I:H'lf-h Thou art plesased O Thnu tha Mnut Merciful of Those

"'_whu show mamy I



‘Prayer for Memorizing
Qur’an

To learn the Holy Qur’an by heart and to memorize its
text for ever you should offer the prayer which was taught
to Hadrat ‘Ali (God be plezsed with him) by the Holy Prophet
{pama and blmamgn of Allah be upor him).

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him)
" reports: ‘‘Once we were pitting in the company of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when *Ali
{God be plﬂhﬂﬁd with him} arrived and complained about his
memory:. O Messenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon you} ! My mind does not retain the versés of the Qu'ran,
I ospnot remember what I have learnt previously”. The

Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
- observed;

,,O Abul Hassan ! Leét me teach you a prayer which will be
of benefit 1o you and to those whom you will teach this prayer
end having learnt thie prayer whatever you commit to
memory shall be retained and jnu shall always remember it”,
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with = him) submitted : O
Meesenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upor you) !
'Do teach me this prayer”. Whereupon the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) obeerved
concerning this prayer: ‘‘Say this prayer on Friday night
and offer it on three, five or seven Thursday nights in
succession. By the Will of God, this prayer will prove efficaci-
ous. I swear by His Name Who haa entrusted me with the
Religion of Truth thu prayer by the believers never goes
unanswered”.

?Cuptlnnmg l:ul nn.rra.tmn Hndﬂt ‘Ahduiluh b. ‘Abbas
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" (God be pleased with him) says: ‘‘Five or seven Thursday
nights had passed when Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him)
cameé to the company of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upén him} and submitted: <O Messenger of God
(peaco and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Before this
whenever I memorised four verses, my memory failed me
when I tried to reproduce them. Now, however, the
position is that I memorise forty verses and when I wish to
reproduce them, it appears as if the Book of God is lying open
before me, Similarly, I used to hear a tradition and later failed
to reproduce it but now I hear several traditions and retain
them so well that I hardly miss a singie word while reproducing
those traditions’,

On hearing this, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “I swear by the
Lord of Ka‘bah that Abul Hassan is a troe believer”,

(Fiving detailed instructions about this prayer, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed:
."'Bay this prayer on Friday night, When the sons ;:afmy
brother Ya‘qub requested him to pray for their redemption,
Ya‘qub replied : **Yes, I ghall offer a prayer for your redemp-
tion shortly”. Ya‘qub meant that he would pray for their
redemption on the next Friday might. So ‘Ali | Rise at the
hour of ‘Tahajjud’ on Friday night, for this is the most pro-
pitious time for the fulfilment of prayer; one’s sonl ia eager at
this time and the heart is fully devoted to God. If perchance
you are unable to rise in the later part of the night, get up at
midnight. 1f you can't wake up at midnight, then offer four
Rakahs of supererogatory prayer in the first watch of the night
in the following order: In the First Rakah, recite Sursh
Fatiha and after this Surah Yazeen;l in the second Rakah,
recite Sursh Fatiba and Surah Ad-Dukhan? in the third
Rakeh, read Surah Fatiha with Surah Alif Lam Mim Sajdah;s
and in the fourth Rakah, recite Surah Mulk® after Surah

1, Bura.36, 2, Surah-44, 3. Surah-32. 4, Burah-07
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Fatiha. Afterwards, having recited ‘Attahiyyat’ and offered
Salam on both gides, offer thanks to God and prain. tim.
Invoke God’s peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet and

all other Messongers in & proper manner. Implore Him to
grant redemption to all the believing men and believing women
and offer prayer for the salvation of those brethren who pre-

ceded you in faith, And finally say this prayer:
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Alldhummarhamni bitarkil-ma‘ast abadan ma abgastani
. warhamnl an atakallafa ma 13 ya‘nini warzugni husnan-
nazri fi-ma yurdika ‘anni, Allehumma badé‘assamawals
wal-ardi dhaljalali wel-ikrami wal-‘izzatil-lati 12 tur-
dmu as'aluba yi Allahu ya@ Rahmanu bijaldlike wa niri
wajkika an tulzima galbi hifza kitabika kamd ‘allamiani
warzugni an atluwahi ‘alan-nahwil-ladhi yurdike ‘anni.
Allshumma badi‘as-samdwiti wal-ards dhaljelali wal-
ibrdms wal-‘izzatilletl 1@ turamu. As’alukbe yd Allahu
y@ Rahmanw bijalalika wa niri wajhitka an tunawwira
bikitabika basari wa an tutlige biki lisdni wa an tufar-
rija bihl ‘an qalbl wa an taskraha bik? sadri wa aniagh-
atla bikt badani fa-innahu 18 yu'inuni ‘alal-hagqgt ghas-
ruka wa lZ yw'tiki illa anta we 12 haula wald quwwaiac
illa bi-llakil *Aliysl-‘azim. (Tirmizs}.

" O God! Be Thou gracious unic me by enabling me to
eschew sins altogether as long as Thou sufferest me to live;
and have meroy upon me leat I concern myself with ought
which is of no consequence to me. And vouchaafe me the
aesthetic sight which will cause Thue to be well pleased

wlth me,

.
.-F-'l-'!

O Gog! Ongma.tor of tha heavens and the earth Lord of
Majesty and glory and of Mlght is uumprahanmhla! I
| hes?guh Thee O god, O beneficent Lord in the name of Thy
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Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenance to cause mine
heart to retain Thy explaint as Thou hast taught to me.
And graut that I may recite it in such manner as will
cause Thee to be well pleased with me. O God,
Originator of the heavens and the earth, Lord of Majesty
and Bounty and of Might Who is uncheliengable. I
bescech Thee O God, O Beneficent Lord! in the name
of Thy Majesty and of the Light of Thy countenanoce, to
illuminate my sight with Thy scripturs, make my tongue
fluent with its words to comfort mine heart therewith, to
make me fully receptive to it and to wash my body clean
with its blessings. For indeed, None aideth me in
(attaining) the truth. besides Thee and now giveth it unto
me besides Thee. There ia no strength nor power save
in God, the Exalted, the Magnificent.



‘o

Prayer of gaining under-
'sganding of t-he Qur’an

The favourite worship of the pious is to recite ‘the Holy
Qur'an snd to meditate and reflect upon its meaning. Love
of Qur’an is proof of attachment to God as it is also a means to
establish communion with God. The believer obtains spiritual
bliss by conteiifplating and meditating on the meanings of the
Qur'an and it is through this process only that he secures aocess
40 the founts of wisdom contained in the Qur'an. |

- The Holy Qur’an is undoubtedly an easily comprehensible
Book. As regards obtaining guidance from it and carrying oat
its injunotions, the teachings of the Holy Qur’an are very
simple, clear and free of all ambiguity or complexity of
meaning. However, to grasp its inmer meanings and signifi-
cance and to derive wisdom from it, it is imperative that
you ghould study the Qur’an after having fulfilled all the condi-
tions and obligations for gaining comprehension if it; reflect upon
its contents Fit.h sincere application and never adopt a careless
and listless attitude towards the Book, but study it oconstantly
for the rest of your life. -

It is quite natural that at certain pointe during study, you
will come acroés a text upon which you widl deliberate Jong and
hard without arriving at any ome interpretation which your
mind will acoept. You will then feel at a loas. But if you are
a devoted student of the Qur’an, don't ever feel dejected or lose
heart, nor should you entertain any impudent notion of level.
ling eriticism upon the Holy Book- Aud feeling hopeless, don’t
absndon the praotioce of deliberating and meditating upon the
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meanings of the Qur'an. On the contrary, you should turn
towards God with full concentration and reposing complete trust
in Him you should sesk His aid 'in the unravelling of thig
problem. Do not make sn impudent bid to make a whirmsjcal
exposition of the Qur'an or to give it an in'tarpratu.tiun which
conforms to your ideas. Like a true seeker of Truth, stick to
the mesning which the text of the Qur'an makes plain and pray
- to God in extreme humility and with a sense of helplessnesa:
‘O God! Eliminate my confusion; make the true meaning
manifest to me and let my heart be content with that inter-
pretatation and meaning which is really true.’ For this
purpoes, recite the Holy Qur'an rather loudly but distinoctly
with pauses in the course of supererogatory prayers at night.
Ofer the prayer reproduced below, It is hoped from God' that
the prayer will prove efficacious. |

The Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: “Any person who offers this prayer while in =
state of sorrow and distress, God shall alleviate his suffering .
and bestow upon him felicity and rejoicinga.”
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Allahumma inni ‘abduka, ibnu ‘abdika, tbnu amalika
ndsiyati biyadika, midin fiyya hukmuka, ‘adlun fiyya
qadauba, ag'aluka bikulli ismin huwa laka, sammatis
bihi nafsaks an anzallahu fi kitabika ow ‘allamiahu
shadan min khalgika awista’tharta biki fi ‘ilmil-ghasbs
‘sndaka an #aj’ula@-@w’ﬁm rabi'a Qalbi wa nira sadri
wajald’a huzni wadha hiba hammi wo ghammi.

| (Musnod Ahmed, Ibn-Hiban)

k

tGod! I am Thy slave. Iam the son of Thy bondman
ind the son of Thy bondmaid, My brow is in Thy grip.
I am under Thy command. Thy judgement in regard to
me is just and fair. In the Name of all Attributes appli-
cable to Thee and all Attributes which Thou hast reserved
for Thyself, or those which Thou hast revealed in Thy
Book, or have transmitted to one of Thy creatares or have
kept them hidden in the treasury of the unseen with Thee -
" in the Name of all these Attributes I implore Thee to
make the Holy Qur’an.the joy of my heart, the light of my
bosom, s paneces for my distress and a cure of my sorrows
and perplexity”. |

The narrator of this Tradition Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him) atates that the people
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) : ‘‘Shall we learn this prayer’t Whereupon the
Holy Prophet (peace and blassings of Allah be upon him)
observed: ‘‘Any one who heara this prayer, must learn it and
memorise it". -



T'he Friday Serm'-o'n.

The Friday sermon is an extremely effective and disciplined
means of arousing Islamic sentiments, keeping the Faith alive
and carrying out the duty of remembering God constantly and
in an orderly manner. It is a unique religious instifution
designed to remind the Muslims of their obligations each week
in & perfectly natural way and to inculeate in them a senso
of the mquiraments of religion and an impassioned spirit to
serve Islam. But you can make an effective use of this
institution only when you address the congregation in their
vernacular. |

As regards the second sermon, it must be delivered in
Arabic; however, the first sermon ought to be delivered in a
speech which the audience can understand. It is proper for
" you to prepare a brief but comprehensive address on the
requirements of religion in the context of current offairs and
try to develop the mind of the people and rouse them to action
each week regularly and in a disciplined manner. If for some
reason it is not possible for you to prepare an address yourself,
you should at least read the Arabic text and deliver its meaning. -
ful translation in the vernacular of your audience. Among the
Arabie texts, your best choice is a sermon delivered by the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be wpon him) or the
illustrious companions {God be pleased with them). Below are
reproduced quotations from the authentic speech of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). One of
these is the historic sermon which he {peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) delivered on the first Friday after his
migration to Medina. The second address contains an
eloguent call to the Muslime to acquire a deep sense of the Holy
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Qur’an and to deliberate and ponder over its meanings
constantly for it is impossible to hold on to religion without s
firm sttachment to the Holy Qur’an.

The Ffirst Sermon of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) in Medina. .
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Al- ha»mdu lillahs Ahmadubs wa astu‘inuhi wo aamyh
firuhid wea astahdihi wa @°'minu bihi wae 12 akfuruhu wa
% dds mon yakfuruhu wa ashhaduan i@-ilgha illallahu -



wahdahu 12 sharika tdhﬁ wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan
abduhi wa rasilub. Arealahu bilhudd wannirs
walmau-i-zali ‘ald falratin minar-rusuli wo gillatin
minal ilmi wa dalalatin minanndsi wangitai’'n mina-
zamins wazURUWWIn mingssa ati wa qurbin minal ajali
wa man yuti-‘tilaka wa rasilahu fagad rashada we man-
ya ‘sihima fagad ghawd wa farrata wa dalla dalalan ba'ida.
Usthum bitaquallahs fa-innahi khairy ma assa bi-bil-
muslimu. Almuslima an yahuddahi ‘alal akhirats wa un
ya'murahi bilaquwalldhi fahdhard, Ma hadhdharakum-
ullahy min-nafsihs wala afzale min dhalika nasthatan
wala afzals min dhalika dhikran wa inna taguwallahi
liman amila  bihi ald wajalin we makhafatin min rab-
biki auna sidgin ald ma tabghiing min amril akhirati wa
man yuslihilludhi bainahd wa bainallahs min amrihi
fissirei wal'aldniyati 13 yanwi bidhalika illa rwajhalldhs
yakun lahu dhikran fi *ajili ameihl wa dhukhuran fi-ma
b'adal mauti hina yafiagirulmer's’ {d ma gaddama wa *
mi kina min siwd dhelike yawaddy law anna bainahd
wa bainahi amadan ba'iden wa yuhadhdhiru kumullahy
nafsahsi wallahu radfun bil'sbad: walladhi sadaqa
“quulahd wa anjaza wa’adahd ld  khulifa lidhalika fa-
innahsi yagilu ‘azza wajalle mad yubaddalul gqoulu
ladayya wa ma ana bizalla min lilabidi fattaquilaha fi.
gjili amrikum wa djiliki fissirrs wal-‘aldniyati fo-

- innahi man yattaqillaha yukaffir'anhu sayyi-atiht wa
yu'azzim lah ajra. Wa man yallugillohe fagad faza
fauzan azima wa inna faquallohs yuwaqqs ‘uqubatahu
wayuwagys sukhutahu wa inna toquallahs yubeyyidul
wujihe wa yurdirrabba wa yarfa’udarajak. Khudhu
 bikazzikum wald tufarritu fi janbillahi wa gad allamakum
 ullahu kitabaku wa nahaja lnkumsabilahu liya’alamallad-
- Mne sadagd wa yalamal kddhibin. Fa-ghsani kama
ahsanalldhu ilatkum wa ‘adu a’addabu wa jahida fillahi
hango jikadihi Auwajiabakum wa sammakumul musliming
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liyah-lika man halaka ‘an bayyinatin wa yuhya man Myyu
bayyinatin wa 12 quwwala tlla billdks.

Fa akihard dhikralldhi wa'maluy limd ba*adal yaumi fa
innakii man yuslihy ma bainahé wae batnallahs yukﬁ |
hillaha ma baina hd wa bain-an-ndss.

Dhalika bs annallaha *qul alan ndsi wals yagdina
aleithi wa yamliku minan ndsi wa la yamlikina minhulidho
akbars wa 13 guwwats 112 billakil azim.

“Thanksgiving and Praise be to Allah. I pay Him grati-
tude. I invoke His aid. I beseech His Forgiveness and
seek Guidance from Him; and I put my faith in Him; and
I disbelieve Him nor and I consider him as my enemy who
disbelieve Him. And I bear witness that there is no- deity
except Allah; He is Alone and has no partner; and I bear
testimony that Muhammad is the gervant of Allah and His
Apostle, Allah sent him with guidance, light and exhorta-
tinn and instituted him as His Messenger at & time when
the office of Prophethood had long remained dorment; the
light of true knowledge had faded; evil was dominant;
society was in a state of upheaval; doom wag banging
overhead; and death was hovering over the head of each
man. Hence he who believed in the Messenger and obeyed
Allah and His Messenger was righteous. And he who
defied the both went astray, trangressed limits and fell
into shortsightedness and having lost the path of
righteousness advanced farinto wrong. - -

I instruet you to fear God. The best counsel that a
Muslim can offer to another Muslim is that a Muslim
should persuade .the other to make provision for the life
hereafter and urge him to fear God® Fear God as
hath He ordasined you to fear Him. Henoe no
exhortation is better than this, nor can there be a
better reminder. The fact is that awe and fear of God is

the real aid to secire a propitious destiny in the eternal

.- world for the man who passes his life in constant fear ~
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Mighty and the Exalted affirms: My word suffers no change
and I never do the leaat iAjustice to any of My people”.
Hence fear God in all the public and private affiairs relating to
this ‘world or the life Hereafter, Verily Allah yedeems the sins
of a person who fears His wrath and He enhances the reward of
such a perdon to the maximum degree. And he who conatantly
~ fears Him achioves the highest auccess; and behold, the fear of
God saves man from His punishment, protects him from His
wrath and behold the fear of God makes your faces radiant
and lively ;it pleases the Lord and elevates the man before God
Almighty. _

So, gather virtues of your share and never fail, or lack
in submission to His Commands, especially when He has taught
you what is right and*what is wrong through His Book and
has guided you to the right path. This is to differentiate the
truthful from those who are liars. Behave well with the
people, as Allah has treated you with kindness. Consider
His enemies a8 your own, and strive hard in the way of Allah.
He has chosen you and has designated you ‘Muslim’, so that
one who is to perish should meet his doom with manifest
reason and logic and one who is to live, should live with
manifest reason and all power and authority rests in Allah and
Allah alone. |

So, ever remember and mention Allah and mind your
- deeds and actions keeping in view the day to ‘cgme ; for the
man who sets the matters between him and the Almighiy, Allah
suffices him in all the matters between Him and the gankind
because Allah decides the fate of the mankind and the man-
‘kind wields no authority over Him. God is the Master of every
thing that men possess; Jnen exercise - 1o power on &ny-
thing divine; He is Paramount and there rests no power but
with Allah”. -

Advice to Develop Interest in the Qur’an
- J - LI . Al 3 b I - - 1..-...-!‘ -
i} 3 g g et Y 3 gniy Aipmianly Sdasml L damdl O

- - . - -
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yudlilhu  fala Addiya lah. Wa ash-hadu an 12 ildha
illallzhu 12 shariko lahd. {Inna ahsanal Radiths kitabul-
lahs gad aflaha man zayyanahullZhu fI galbshi wa
adkhalahi fil - islami ba‘adal-kufri wakhitrahé ‘ald ma
siwdhu min ahddith snndes. Innghd asdaqul hadithi wa
 ablaghuhti akibbd man ahabballiha wa ahibbulldha min
kulli gulibikum wa ldtageu ‘alathi  quiabahum,
Utobudullaha walad tushrs ki bihi shai-an. Ittagullaha
hagga tugdtihs wa saddiqu saltha ma ita‘amalina bi-
afwadhikum wa tuhdbbi biraubdllahs bainakum wassaldmu
‘alaibum we rahmatuliahs. . (Ijaz wl Quran ; 475)

“Verily, thanksgiving and praise are due to Allah alone.
I offer Him gratitude and praise and beg His aid; and
we seek asylum with Him against our misdeeds and
‘wrongs committed by us. Whomacever He guideth {and.
He guideth only those who really look for His guidance)
no one can lead him astray. Whomsoever He deflects from
the right path (and He defleota only those who yearn not

the gnidance} no one can guide him aright.

I bear witness that there is no deity save Allah. He is
Alone. He has no partuer. | |

Verily, the best word is the Book of God. Indeed,
succeseful is he who adorns his heart with the word of Allah
and whom Allah has favoured with Islam and turned
him away from pagamsin and who preferred the word of

Allah over all the human thinking and theories. Verily
~ the word of Allah is the truth, most impressive ‘and
most effective. Love him who loves the word of Allah
Develop real love and attachment with Allah with your heart
and soul. Let not the recitation of tie word of Allah
and remﬁmbarmg Him bore you and let not your hearts
be indifferent and adamant to the word of .Allah. Worship -
Allaﬁ’f nluna : and attribute none as His pariner or associate,
fear Hlm ever to the extent He should be feared. Confirm
your pious deeds by your words also i.e. say what is proper’ |
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and becoming of you; and love each other for the canse of
Allsh and in total submission to Him, May Peace and Mercy
of Allah be upon you ! o

The Second Sermon
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Althamdu IHAki hamdan kasiran wasselilu wassalimu
‘ald rasulihi arsalahullihu shqhidun 1N ﬂudhiru.. wa
- davyan ilallahi bi-idhnibl wa sirdjan muniran wae
‘ald alth: wa ashdbihi wa sallama tasliman kasiran
kasira,

. Amma ba‘adu-fayd-ayyuhannisu Ustkum bitaqwallihi

fa-inna taquwallzhi milikul hasandt. Wa-‘alaibum bitid’
als fa-innahs man yutt'illiha wae rasilahu fagad faza
Jaszan azima.

Wa qdlallahu ta’dla f1 kitabi-hil-majid. Innallaha wama
l@i‘katuhu yusalling ‘alannabiyyi. ¥a uyyuhu!ladhmu
amanu sallid ‘alathi wa sallima tasiime.

Allahumma salli ‘ala sayyidina we maulana Muham-
madin wa ‘ald aliki wa ashabi hilladhinai-tabaihu fi
sa’atil ‘usrabi. Allahumma amtir shadbiba ridwanika
‘alas  sabiginal awwaeling minal mukdjirina wal ansdri
khusiisan ald afzalil baskari ba ’dalambiydi bittahgiq
amiril  mo'mining . sayyiding AbI Bakrinissiddiq
radialiahu ta’dld anhu wa ‘alal amiril mo’mining
sayyadind vmara nilfardgi radialldhu ta’dld ‘anku.
Wa ‘alz amiril. mo’'minina aayﬁdim D smanab-
ns  Affin radialldhu t2’ald anhuy wa ‘ald amiril
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mo’minina sayyiding ‘Ali-ibni Abl Talib kerramallihu
washahu wa ‘alid waladaihie-sa’idaini sayyida shababi
ahlil jannate al-Hasznu wal-Hussainu radi allihu
2’3l ‘anhuma wa ‘ald ummihima sayyidaiinnisdy ahisl
jannats Fatimatazzahrds radi allahu ta’dla ‘anhd wa cla
sdiris sahdbalt wattdbi'ina ridwanulldhs ta’ald ‘alathém
ajmain' Allahummansur man nasare dinag Muhammadin
sallalldhw ‘alaihi wa sallam waj‘alnd menhum wakhdhul
man khadhala dina Muhammadin sallalldhu * alaihiwasal-
lam wala taj’alne minkum ‘ibadullahi rahimakumullahu.
- Innallahd ya’muru bil’ adls wal ihsdns wa itdi dhdlgurda
wa yanhd ansl fahshai wal munbari wal baghys ya'i-
zubum la’allakum tadhakkaran udhkurwlliha yadhkurkwm
wad’ithu yastajsh lakum waladhibrullahs ta’3ld a'uli wa
aule wa a’azzu wa ajello wa ehammy wa &’azamu wa
akbar. |

The praise is dus to Allah, the abundant praise, and be-
nediction and peace be upon His Messenger whom Allah has sent
as & witness, a warner and an inviter towards Allah with His
mandate and as a radiant light and may peace and abundant

peace be on his progeny, followers and Companions,

Thereafter, 0 mankind, I exhort you t¢o fear God,
for verily fear of Allah is supermosat virtue and ineumbent
upon you is the obedience. And verily he, who obeys
Allah and His Messenger, achieves great suoccess, Allah, the
exalted, has declared in His Dignified Boock (the Quran) :
Verily, Allah and His angels invoke benedioction on the Apostle.
8o, O ye who believe, invoke blessings on him and seek abund-
ant peace for him.

Alleh! Bestow on our Master and our Lord Muhammad
and on his progeny, followers and his companions who obeyed
him in adversity. Allah! Shower Thy perfect pleasure on
those who excelled {to aflrm faith) amongst the emigrants

¥
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and the helpers, particularly on the unanimously admitted
the moat excellent of mankind, next to the Prophets, the
Amir of the believers, our master, Abu Bakr the most
truthful (may Allah be pleased with him)} and on the Amir of
the believers, our master Umar Al.-Farooq (may Allah be
pleased with him) and on the Amir of the believers, our maater,
Usman b, Affin {may Allah be pleased with him) and on the
Amir of the believers, our master, Ali (may Allah glnfify his -
face) and on his two noble sons, the masters of the youth of
the. inmetes of Paradise Hasan and Husain (may Allah be
pleased with both of them) and on their mother, the leader of
of the ladies of the paradise, Fatimataz-Zahra (may
Allah be pleased with her) and on all the compsanions of the
Holy Prophet and their successors (may Ailah be pleased
with all of them). 3 - |

Allah | Grant success to those who uphold the way of
life taught by the Deen of Muhammad (peace and blesaings of
Allah be upon him) and make us amongst them; and humiliate
those who humiliate the teachings of Muhammsad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and make us not amongst them..
O servants of Allahl . May  Allah show mercy on you. Verily
Allah, enjoing justice and kindness, and giving to kinsfolk,
and forbids indecency, abomination and .transgression. He
exhorts you so that you always remember. Remember Allah,
He will remember you (in adversity) Pray unto Him, He |
will respond to you. Indeed, the remembrance of Allah is the
most high, most excellent, most dignified most superior,
most grand and the greatest.



The Nuptial
Sermon

It is propitious to read a sermon at & wedding ceremony in:

order to explain the significance of ‘Nikah’ (marriage oontract)
in divine law, and to bring home to the parties the require-
mente and heavy responsibilities imposed by this contract.
With & view to derive the maximum benefit from the sermon,
it is advisable for the preacher to translate the sermon and
offer a brief exegesis of the text in the vernacular so that the
assembly may fully appreciate the sermon. To this end, we
reproduce below the text of the Nuptial Sermon along with
1t8 translation. ' |
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Innalhamda lilldki nastainuhid wa nastaghfiruhi wa
na'édhu billaht min shuriri anfusing man yehdihillahy
Jald mudille lahu waman yudlilhu fald hddia lahu wa ash-
hadu an l3-slaha sllallzhu wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan

‘abdubu wa rasélubu. Yd-ayyuhalladhina amanut-

tagulldha hagga tuqdithi wale tamdtunne illd wa
antum muslimsin,
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Ya-ayyuhannss uttaqi rabbakumulladhs khalagakum min
nafsin wahidatin wa khalage minkd zaujaha wa bassa
Mm% huma rijalan kathiran wa nisd. Wattagulls-

halladhi tasia‘lina bihi wal arham. Innallaha king
‘alatkum raqiba,

Ya-ayyuhalladhing emaruttuquilahe wa ghlu gaulan
sadidan yuslih lakum a’amdlakum wa yaghfirlakum
dhunubakum wa man yuti ‘ldhe wa rasulahy Jagad
- Jeza fauzan uzima. (M sshicat).
Wa gala rasalulluhi sallalichy ‘alashs  wasatlam.
Wallahi inni la akhshakum lillahi g atqdkum lahsi wa
lakinn: asimu wa uftiru wa usalli wa arqudu wa
‘Mlazawwajun nisda’ faman raghtlm ‘an sunnati falaisa
minni, - (Bukhart)
”Thﬂnkagjriug and praise are due to Allah alone, we seek
aid from Him alone; and we beseech forgiveness of our
#ins from Him only; and we consign ourselves to the pro-
tection of Allah against the evils of our souls and againat all
offences. Truly, whomsoover Allah guides on the straight
path (and He puts him oanly on the straight path who singe-
Tely desires to walk along that way), no one can lead him
B8tray. And whomsoever God deflocts (and He deflects
only him who Yearns to be deflacted), no one can put him
on the straight path. And I bear witness thas there is no
deity except Allah and I testify that Muhammad is the
bondman of Aliak and His Meossenger.

O Believers! Fear Allah, as He should be duly feared: and
die not save you be Muslims,

O mankind ! Fear the wrath of your Lord Who created
you from a single soul and from it created his spouse; and fropr
them twain hath spread (all over the world)a multitude of me;;
and women. Fear Aliah, in Whom you eclaim your rights
from one another and (be carefnl in observing your duty to)
~ the wombs (that bore you). /8ol Allah is Watchful over you. .
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O Believera | Fear God oconstantly ; and utter what is
fair and sound God, then, will rectify your deeds and cover
up your sins with forgiveness ; and whosoever oboys Allah
and His Messenger, he indeed shall secure a glorious succeas”.

The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) gays. “By God! I fear Allah more than all of you; I save
myself from the wrath of Allah more than do all of you; but I
obaerve fast and sometimes I do not keep fast. I say prayers at
night and I sleep also; and I also take women in marriage.
Hence whosoever turns away from my way, he bears no relation

with mea'".



Istikhara-

Do have ‘Istikhara’ on the eve of such important events
of life as journey, Niksh (marriage contract), employment and
in commercial matters, ‘Istikhara’ means ‘to besesch good-
nesa and welfare’. When your mind is in doubt as to which.
agpect of an important and lawful problem is propitious for
you, you must perform an ‘Istikhara’ and, then, adopt the
course suggested by your heart, taking it as the will of God.
Whenever you are confronted with an issue of extraordinary
importance. and find it diffioult to reach the correct decision
and edopt the right course, perform two Rak‘ahs of superero.
gatory prayer at any hour outside the unpropitious and
‘forbidden timings. Afterwards, offer the ‘Istikhara’ prayer.
Hadrat Sa‘d b. Abi Wagas (God be pleased with him)
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah be
upon him) observed: | |

“It iy propitious for the progeny of Adam to beseech good-
ness and welfare from (od; and it is also propitious for the
progeny of Adam to sobmit to the Will of God; and it is
most unfortunate for fthe progeny of Adam if 'they do not
beseech goodness and welfare from God and are not happy in
the Will of God”. (Musnad Ahmed)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah hgj upon
[ ) l'\‘""'_’#
him) also observed: .
““One who observes ‘Istikhara’ is never disappointed; and
the one who takes counsel is never put to shame; and the one
who observes economy does not have to depend on others”.
(Tabarani) o
Hadrat Jabir (God be pleased with him) states: ““As the

483
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Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah he upon him)
taught us the Qur’an, 80 &lso he (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) instructed us to observe *1stikhara’ in every matter.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
used to observe: When anyone among you is perplexed over an
important matter, he should perform two Rak‘ahs of super-
erogatory prayer and then offer this prayer: {Bukhari)
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Allahvumma inni. astakhiruba b¥ilmika wa astagdiruka
biqudratiba wa as’aluka min fadlikal-'azimi fo-innaka
tagdury wa ld agdiru wa ta’lamu 13 a’lamis wa anta
‘alldmul-Ghuyyib. ' -
Allashumma in bunia ta’lamu anna hadhal-amra khasrun
i fi1din? wa ma’ishasti wa ‘aqibats amri fagdurhu Is wa
yassithu Ui thumma barik I fiki wa in kunia ta’lamu
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anna Aadhal-amra sharrun U fi dint wa ma’ishati wa
agibati amri fasrifhu ‘annt wasrifni anhu wagdurli-
yal-khatra hasthu kdna thumma ardin? bibi.

O Allah! T ask of Thee the good through Thy knowledge,
and ability through Thy power and beg (Thy favours), out
Thine infinite bounty. For, behold, Thou hast power; 1
have none. Thou knowest, I know not; and Thou art the
great knower of things hidden, -

O Allah! If in Thy knowledge thisl matter be good for
my faith, for my livelihood, and for the issue of mine
affairs, then ordain it for me, and make it easy for me and
bless me therewith, But if in Thy knowledge, this matter
be bad for my faith, for my livelihcod, and for the issue of
mine affairs, then turn it away from me, and turn me
away therefrom. and ordain for me the good wherever it
be, and cause me to be pleased there with,

l. At this point, the supplicant should desoribe hiz need in place of
the expression or ghould think of his need while uttering,



Thé Excéllent
Attributes of God

The most authentic and safo means of achieving purity of
soul and contentment of heart is to devote your tnnguﬁ to the
remembrance of God, t0 commemorate His Attributes; to ponder
over the significance of these Attfbutes, and to accusbom
yoursef to absorb. these Attributes in your mind and heart in
perfect faith and awareness. The Holy Qur'an affirms: |

goa) Yo" g . &0 ' F I I .!.-1..-1"5 Ju.
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Y ﬂ'-ayyuﬁalladh ma amanudhkurullZha dhikran kathiran
wa sabbihithu bukratan we asila. {33 : 42).

«0O Relievers! Remember Allah abundantly and oco<
mmemorate Him morning snd evening”’. |

- .hji...qi.!-}.---l Py -
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-

Wa lillahil asmaul huend fod dhu bihd.
And Surah ‘Arif reveals:

« And for Allah are excellent names. Invocate Him by them.

The detail and vast significance of these names has clearly
heen revealed in the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has also told us their

486
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number and detail and pointing out the  great reward that
their retention in mind entails, he (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) has urged frequent remembrance of these Atin-
butes. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) has said:

“GGod has ninety-nine one short of a hundred———
nemes. Whosoever preserves these names in his memory shall
enter Paradise’”. (Bukhari).

The preservation of the Divine Attributes in your memory
implies that you should understand their significance, absorb
them. sbsorb their spirit and order your lives in conformity
to them—-—-—the best courge to achieve thig end is that you
should recite the Qur’an with zeal and fervour; develop the
habit to study the meanings of the Qur’an ; and make it a
rule to reflect upon and evaluate the mandate of the Qurian
regularly, Study also with devotion and concentration those
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh
be upon him) which explain the meaning and significance
of these Attributes of God. In addition, make it & point
to recite such propitious submissions to Allah and prayers.
having sanction of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) with concentration and devotion as
incorporate these Attributes of God. Thoe scholars of the
Qur'an have collected these ninety-nine excellent names of
God from the text of the Qur'an itself.

...l--

ALLAH &l

This is the Personal Name of the Creator of the universe
Who is the fount of all exalted wirtues, goodness and
blessings. No one ever has beon called by this name befors,
nor is it lawful to call any one now by this name, Allahis the
true object of all your devotions; to Him alone is due all your
worship and sacrifice; and His protection is the aniy refuge
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ﬁ.gninat. all apprehensions, Hence cherish love for Him in your

heart, offer true worship to Him only, and put all your truat
and reliance upun Him alone.
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Walladhina dmand ashaddo hubban ILillahi,
{41-Bagarah)

*“And those who believe, nharmh deep love for Allah”.
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Inna anzalnad ilaikal kituba bilhagqi fa'abudillihe
mukhlcan lahudding ald Lillghiddinil khalisa. (39 . 2).

| “(O Prophet, Verily, We have sent down the Book tc thee
with truth. So, worship Allah alone, with pure devotion for

Him. Know well that obedience and devotion are the dues of
Allah only”, |
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Gul innamad umirtu an ¢’abudalliha wa 13 ushrika biki

“Say, I bave been commanded to worship Allah 'ﬂnl'y and
not to appoint any one as His Partner’,
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Wa ‘alalldhi falyatawakkalil mutawakkiliin.

“And the trusting repose trust in Allah only”,
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2. AL-RAHMAN Cymamt y

He Who is very zealous in beneficence and Whose Mercy.

knows no bounds; the one who out of His Mercy has bestowed
great bounties on mnnkmd
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Arrahmanu allamal qurdna khalagel insina ‘allamabul
bayin,

““The Rahman (Benificent) taught the Qur’an, created man
and conferred on him the faculty of speech’’,

The greatest expression of God’s Beneficence is that He
bestowed upon mankind such a supreme bounty as the Qur’an
and then by conferring on man the faculty of speech, God
elevated him to a distinctive position among the living gpecies.

3. AL-RAHIM oot

-

He Whose Blessings are constantly descending, Whose
perennial bounty never ceases. As in the world, man obtaing
sustenance, progresses forward, advanees on the path
of righteousness, and is enjoying an nppnrtumty to act under
the constant shade of God’s Blessings, so also in' the eternal
world the pious shall secure a life of peace and luxury in a

comfortable abode like Paradise by the grace of thia Attribute
of God,

s ¥ Ry dpn vy E B 28 P o | w8 2. e
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Wa in to'uddi  ni'matallohi G tubsdha Innallaha
laghaf@rurrahim. |
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“*And if you enumerate the bounties of God, you would
not encompass them. Varily. He ie Forgiving, Merciful.
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Howalladht yusalli ‘alaikim wamaldi’katuhi hyukﬁﬂ-
jokum minaz zulumadti ilannuri we kina bilmo'minina
rahima. Tahiyyatuhum yauma yalgaunabu saldmun wa
a’ adda lahum ajran karima,

“It is He Who bestows blessings upon you and His angels
(pray for blessinga on you) in order that Ho may redeem
you from darkness and bring you into Light; He ia excee-
dingly Merciful to the believers. Their salutation on the
day when they shall meet Him will be: Poace. And He has
prepared for t.ham_ & good recompense,

4. AL-MALIK LJ-L-J"

Real K:ng of the universe, Whuae suthority is supreme
in both worlds.

- R

u:jl :ijl & Jus

| .Fﬂtu'dluifﬁhul-mnlikui hayqu.
“‘So, Supreme is Allak, the real King”,

5. AL-QUDDUS wm"i'
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Completely free from all defeots and errors. Hence the
Law He has transmitted to us is infallible.

LI

6. AS-SALAM r')'\-u]i

Free from and immune tu all foiblea or failings.

A o A9

7. AL-MU‘MIN eyt

Saviour and protector from all calamities and torments.

d s A

8. AL-MUHAIMIN Oreatadt|

Guardian of the crestures; He Who protects from sins.

9. AL-AZIZ st

-

The only source of dignity and authority, One Whose
nuvarmgnty reigns supreme over a,ll
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Innal izzala lilahi jami'an (10 : 65)
- “'Verily, all Dignity is for Gﬁifl”.
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10. AL-JABBAR 51

The all powerful u?erlnrd tha Mighty; One Who sets right
the destiny of His creatures, '

- e B

11.. AL-MUTAKABBIR ,...(_._n

Fount of grandear and sovereignty; Who has no partner in
sovereignty, ¢
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- Huwallizhulladhi la-ilaha slahi Almalikul qudddsus
salomul-mo’minul-muhaiminul azizul jebbarul Mutakab-
bir. Subhanalldhi ‘amma yushrikin., ( 59: 23)

““He is Allah, save whom theve is no deéity. The Sovereign
~ Lord, the Flawless and the Holy One, Dispenser of Peace
and tranquillity ;Guardian, Lord of all ; Al powerful and
Supreme; the Superb and Glorified over and above all
they assign to Him as partners”.

12. ALKHALIQ el

Repository of befitting powers and faculties and bestower

of the best form.

13. AL-BARI -GJL.J

The nonsuch Inventor, whu brings into .being all from

nonentity.

‘IE: .pr..' L ™~

14, AL-MUSSAWIR S yora]

-

One who gives various shapes and forma to His orestion,
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Huwalladhi yusawwirukum fil arhdmi kaifa yashdu.
- (3:6)
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«Tt iy He alone Who shapes you in the wombs of
your mothers as He willa (Al-‘Imran)

03 v J b ww ) T
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Wa sawwarakum fa-ahsana suwarakum.

““He aha.ped you and shaped you well".
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Huwuﬂﬂhul-khc’iliqul-bﬁri-ul-muamwwiru Iahul asmau’l
husna. (69 ; 24)

“He is Allah ; the Creator of the Universe, the origina-
tor, the Artist ; all the good names, indeed, belong to Him;

15. AL-GHAFFAR Jlaadi

~ All.Forgiving and All Fnragbing.
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- Fa quuustaghﬁru mbbmkum sinnahu k3na ghafféra.
{71 . 10).

And I said: Seek forgiveness from Your Lord: He is All-
Forgiving ™.

. B -
16, AL-QAHHAR  sle¢i

Full - Sovereign and Perfeot Authority over His
oreatures. .
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17. ‘AL-WAHID <ot s0"

ONE, Who has no partner in ]E[m Paraun, Attributes,
Powers and Privileges. - |

-r Lol

gt a3 i yeu! AL ¢1

| Lamani mulk-alyauma UaMI wakidil Qahhdr.
“Jn Whom doth the sovereignty vest this Day? In
Allah, the One, All Dominant. |
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18. AL-TAWWAB  wolsz]

One who relents to His creatures and accepts the rapﬂnt-
- anoe of the wmngdoera
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Thumma taba alathim E:-yatubu inn-allaha huwat tawwabur
rahim,

“God, then, turned to them So that they may repent
In fact Allah is the Most Relenting and Most Merciful”.

19. AL-WAHHAB  wlayl

_Se]ﬂaaa Benefactor; and Generous.

. ""h-

- ol A L p#r"' & o

a2 5.
t.:l'l...h_,” lh,bid.a.:-_‘“_bd.]uﬁui—ﬂ_,

Wa Aab Eami min la~dunku mhmﬂtun innaka anigl
wahhdb, | -



