CHAPTER IV

CALL TO RELIGION
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Wa man Ahsanu gaulam mimman da'a [ lalidhs
(41 : 33)

Sﬁ!han Wa qala Innant mtml Mushimeen.

And who 18 better in speech . than him who calleth
" towards God, end Doeth Right and sayeth.
LelIam of those who gurrender (unto Him}.
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_  Etiquettes of
Communicating Islam

-1, Develop full appreciation of the position oonferred upon
you. You are the succesgsor to the mission of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and
you have to discharge the same duty of communicating the
‘'message of Allah, testiying the truth through your practical
life and propagating the teachings of Islam which the
Haly Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him)
performed ail through his holy life., Try to develop
the same degree of zesal and fervour for the prupagatibnhnf
Islam which was tha_nnii;ua end distinotive characteristic
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). o : -

The Holy Qur’an affirms : " b
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Huwajtabibum wamd joals ‘alaikum fiddini min’
harajin millata ablkum Ibrahime huwa sammd kumul

muslimin. Min qablu wa fi hadhd liyakunar-rasuly
shahidan alaikum wae takuné shubada'a alannds.

. 1.

«“He hath chosen you and hath not put yon in any
| 331
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hardship in the-matter of faith ; follow the faith of your
father Abraham. He hath given you the nomenclature
of Muslim long ago.and in this (Scripture) too, that the

- Prophet of Allsh may testify the truth before you and
that you may stand witness to the whole of Mankind”. |

In other words, the Muslims are the successors
to the mission of the Holy Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allsh be upon him) and are required, therefore,
to discharge the same duty which the Apostle of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) performed

~ during his auspicious life. In the same manner as
the final Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) struggled day and night by his words
‘and action and made the way of total submission to God

~ olear to the people, the adherents to Islam have also to
preach Islam, the religion of God, to all the people of the
world and what is more, they have to practise it in their
every da:,r life and testify and prove it the religion of truth
with the same high sense of duty and missionary zeal,

2. Always keep in view your real position in this world
and constantly endeavour to order your life accordingly.
You are not like the other people of the world. God has
conferred on you a distinction and a privilege. You have
been vested with the honour of leading the affairs of the
world. You don’t believe i extremes and are expected
to keep yourself firm on the stra.lght path of Allah with

modarn.tmn
The Hnly Qur’an affirms :
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Wa. kadhilike joa‘alndkum wmmatan wasatan-litakuny
shuhadd’ a ‘alanndes wo yakunar rasult ‘alaskum
shahida. | (2 : 143)

“Thus we have appointed you a middle nation that ye
may be witnesses against mankind and that the Mesaen-

ger may be a witness against you’’.

3. Seek knowledge of the real purpose and sim of your life
and try to achieve it with confidence and conviction. The
rea] mission and task before the Muslims i8 t0 establish and
enforce the religion as a whole which the Holy FProphet.
Muhammad peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
communicated to the mankind—a religion which contains
divine guidance and injunctions in esch and every aspeot
of life such as beliefs.and worship, morality, and ‘social,
economic and political spheres ete. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be "upon him) during his
suspicious days enforced Islam with all its details. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
taught beliefs, principlcs of morality and the modes
of worship ; he (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon
him) established and organised a society on the principles
of Islam and brought about countless favours and blessings
to the people.

CGod has affirmed :
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Shara‘a lakum minaddini ma wassa bihl Nuhan walladht
auhaind tlaika wa ma wassaind biki Ibrahimae wo Musa
an aqimud-ding wo I tatafurraqu fib. (42 : 13)
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““He ha.t.ﬁ ordained for you that religion which He
commended unto Noah, and that which We inspire in Thee

(Muhammad)}, and that which We commended unto
Abraham and Moses and Jesus saying: Establish the
religion and be not divided therein”.

4. Always remain determined to eliminate ovil and establish
good. This is an obligation you owe to your faith
to ]uﬂtlfy your existence .as upholders of the truth.
 Live to achieve this aim and die serving this mission.
God has named you as the best people on earth oaly
beceuse you live to uphold the truth and sacrifice even
your life for this noble caunae.

njl.-l - o 3 1. ¢ - & 4 i - aFe )

L.-’_,H—AJL uJ_j_‘,_.iL..; upL.U s......::-j:-'l 4_al J...a- r,_aj

- s )

| -8) ) - - 0Ja o Bl
(Ve 2 0hae IT) Ll Ogngs 5 SOl o Op6d 5
Kunium khaire ummatin ukhrijal linndss ta'muring
bilma‘arifi wa lankauna ‘enil munkari wa to'mindnag
billah. (3 : 110)
“Ye are the best Community that hath been raised
up for mankind. Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid
indecency and ye¢ beliave in Altah”,

The Holv Prophet (peace and hblessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed : |

“] swear by Him Who has power over my life, you
‘must enforee virtue and eurb evil, otherwise (zod shall send
very soon such calamity over you that you will cry a.nd
seek mercy from Allah but you will get no response.

’ - | (Termidhs)

5. _"])evalup missionary zeal and exemplary fervour and enthu-
siasm for the propagsation of the message of God and to

" gave the people of God from the fearful torment of Hell.
The Holy Qur'an has acknowledged the unique fervour and

d
.
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abuundihg zeal of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him} in the fuIluwing words ;
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Fala‘allaka bakhi'-unnafsaka ‘ald. athd-rikim in-lam
yo'mind bihadhal hadithi asafg. (18 : 6)-

“Yet it may be, if they believe not in this statement,
~ that thou wilt torment thy soul with grief for them.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has (himaself described his feeling in these
words : |

“I am like a person who lit & fire and when the sur.-
rounding area became bright with light, the moths and
' insects ~began to drop in the fire. The person is now
trying with all the forca at his command to stop these
moths and insects from dropping in the fire, but the moths
and insects are rushing towards the fire rendering all his
efforts ineffective. Likewise, I am trying my level best to
draw you back and keep you away from the fire, yet you
are bent upon falling in it”. - (Mishkat),

One day HLadrat ‘A’isha (God be plessed with her)
submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) : “0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be 1pon you) | Have you passed a harder day than
the day of Uhud in your life ¥ The Holy Prophet (peace
and biessings of Allah be upon him} observed : “ Yes, ‘A'igha!
The day of ‘Aqabah was the hardest in my life’”*. This was
the day when, dismayed with the people of Mecea, the Holy
‘Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had
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~visited Ta'if to convey the message of God to the people
there. Their ochief ‘Abd Yalil set ruffiana after
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) who hurled stones at him in response to hia message
of blessing and salvation. The Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) sustained serious injuries.
His whole body was stained with blood and he fainted.
Deeply grieved and frustrated, t-]:!ﬂ Holy Prophet (peace
‘and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned to Mecca.
When the Prophet (peace and blessingsof Allah be upon
him) arrived at Qarn Aththaalib, he had over come his grief
God sent the angel of calamity to the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon ‘him). The angel of torture
submitted : ‘O Prophet of God (pesce and blessings of
Allah be upon you) ! If you wish I shall collide Abu Qubais
with Jabal Ahmar and crush all the wicked between the
two mountains. The benefactor of the world (peace and
bleasings of Allah be upon him) observed : “No, no, let
me warn my people of the torments of God. May
God open their hearts to asccept the truth and concede to
‘the Divine Guidence or else their succeeding generation
may submit to the truth.” (Bukhare, Muslim).

The Meocans. were constantly busy conspiring against
the holy Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him).
Some said that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh
be upon him) should be exiled from the city while
others counselled that he should be assassinated. In
the mean time a famine struck Mecca. It was such a
terrible calamity that the Quraish were constrained to
eat leaves and bark of the trees. The children suffered from
the terrible agony of hunger and the elder felt restless
but helplesa over the affliction of their childran,

The benefactor of the mankind (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was deeply moved by the heart rending
distress of the people. His devoted companivns (God
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be pleased with them) could not bear the grief and un-
easines of the Hﬁly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). The Hoely Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) conveyed his heartfelt sympathy
to his deadly foes who had slways been after him to
harm and tease him and its unhappy memories were gtill
fresh in his mind. The Holy Prophet {paaua and blessings
of Allah be upon him) sent a sum of five hundred dinars
to Abu Sufyan and an equal amount to Safwan with the
ingtruction that the money should be distributed among
the famine-stricken - people. |

Truly speaking, to be sorry for the misguided, to feel
disturbed ovwer their wickedness and distress, to be
- anxicus to save them from the wrath of God, to be dis-
tressed at their affliction and to have an extra-ordinary
craving for their right guidance-—such are the attributes
of a missionary of truth which create irresiatible atira.
etion in his life and an impression uncommon in history

8. Serve your people with selfless devotion snd do not ask
~ for any recompense for your devotion from anybody
Do whatever good you can only to win the favour of God
and expect reward and blessings from Him - only. The
desire to earn the favour of God and to demand reward and
hlﬁﬂsinga'irnm Him alone lends weight to a man’s word
and makes him dynamic. God has always been and will
remain for ever., He neither sleépa, nor dozes off. No
move or activity of man is hidden from Him. He never
lets the reward of any of His devotees go waste. He pays
- more than omes labour and never deprives any one of
His blessings. The Prophets (peace and bleasings of Allah
be upon them) repeatedly observed to _t_heir'panple :

“I demand not any reward or recompense from you.
My reward lies with the Lord of the worlds’’,

7. Do nnquirf; a desp uﬁderataudiug of Islam and be sure that
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Islam is the only true religion in the ayes of God. No mode-
of worship, except the one enjoined by this true religion
has any worth before God. God holds only that religion
as true and valid which He has revealed in the Holy
Qur’an and which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of* Allah he upon him) translated into practice during
his awspicious life. The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
‘upon him} to make it clear to the people that he had
adopted his path with careful deliberation and full aware-
ness. |
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Qul Addhiki sabili ad'd ilallahi ‘ale basiralin ane wa
manitlaba‘ani wa sibhanallahs wa ma and minal
 mushrikin. - (12 : 108).
“Say, this is my way. I call on Allah with sure know.
ledge, I and whoscever followeth me-—Glory be to Allah!.
and I am not of the idolators’.

God makes clear afirmation :.
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Wa man yablaghi ghairal isl@mi dinan felanyiqbala
minhy wa huwa fil abhirati minal khasirin,
| - (3 : 85)
“And whoso seeketh an ral:gmn uther thl.n the
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aurrender (td Mla.h) it will not ba acoepted from him and
he will be a loser in the Hereafter”,

F I A -]
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| n-nad-dinu snd=-Allak hil Islam.
‘““The only religion unto Allah is the surreader (unto Him)".
- (3 19).

8. Always keep in mind the loftiness and importance of your
ideal and beware it is for the performance of this grand
‘task that God had sent Prophets (pesce be upon them)
one after another—and be convinced in your own heart
that this wealth of religion which the Almighty has
vouchsafed to 'you is the key to attain excellence and
honour in the worid and Hereafter. The worldly pomp

- and show which is tramsitory and short-lived can not
be compared with the eternal and ineatimable wealth of
Teligion ! The Holy Qur’an affirms :

““And We have bestowed upon you seven oft-repeated
verses and a great book, the Qur’an. Hence care not for this
mundane wéalth We have conferred on others’. Addressing

the believers of other Revealed Books before Quran, the
Holy Qur'an says : |
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Ya ahlal kitabi lastum ‘ala shai-in hatla tugimuttaurate
wal-injila wa ma unzila tlatkum. (5 : 68)
“Say: O People of the acripture ! Ye have naught {(of
guidance) till ye observe the Torah and the Gospel and that
- which was revealed unto you from your Lord’’.

0. Make constant efforte tu grasp the real spirit of religion
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and the wisdom it contains. The Holy Prophet {pemce
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed :
“God endows, whomsoever IHe wishes to bless with
goodness, with the real understanding and deep insight
into religion™. (Bukhdari, Muslim)
Ap a matter of fact, it is the real knowledge of religion and
insight into the spirit of religion which is the fountain-head
of all goodness and the man who -is deprived of this good-
ness i3 deprived of the blessings of this world as well as of
the world Hereafter. Such a man can never achieve balance
and consistency in life, nor can he truly represent religion

in any walk of life,

Whatever you wish to proclaim to the world, address it to
yourself first. Tell yourself first what you wish to tell others
and perform in your own life what you preach to others.
The distinction of a missionary of true religion is that he
tries to project in himself the true model of his preachings.
His deeds and character stand testimony to his words, He
himself yearns for the truths ho propagates to other
as a source of goodness, Whenever the ¥rophets (peace
be upon them) roase to call the people to surrender them-

selves before God they proclaimed ‘eeheed! Jsl il—4Ana
awwalul muslimin (I am the first to surrender before God).

Testify by spoken as well as written word that truth
is what yn_ﬁ represent, Make it evident through your indi-
viduel life, family relations, social dealings and through
your national and political activities that piety can only
be developed by adopting the way of life as enunciated by
Islam. Thias system guarantees stability of homes, emer-
genoe of a worally oriented society and a culture and
civilization based on justice and equity, Those who ignore
the duty of reforming and training their own character
and ruminate over the reformation and training of others
are completely devoid of commonsense. Their own house is

~on fire," yet they are carrying about buckets of water -
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looking for a blaze anywhere else to extinguish. Such people
are logers not only in this world but in the Hereafter also.
Their inaction in this world will render all their preachings
ineffective and weightless and in the next world they
shall undergo the most deterrent punishment. It is
most hateful in the sight of Aliah that they do not
practise what they preach and tell others to do what they
themselves do not dol. The Holy Prophet (peace and bles-
sings of Allah be upon him) has warned such missionaries
of Islam who do not de what they preach, of the most
fearful punishment. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : |

- «A man shall be brought on the Day'u_f Judgement
and will be thrown into the Fire. His intestines will spill
out due to the Fire. He will then carry around his
intestines as a donksey gooes round the mill, On seeing him
the denizens of hell will gather around him and enquire :
O man, what has become of you! Are you not the
one who preached to us in the world to perform
virtnous . deeds? Are you not the one who dis-
suaded us from the performance of evil acts?! How did
you come into this place despite having performed such
pious deeds?”’ The man will anawer :*1 did teach you
piety, but never cared for it myself. I forbade you todo
evil, but performed evil deeds’ myself”. (Muslim, Buichdri)

The portentous account of the night of ascension
which the Holy Prophet (peace and hlessings of Allah be
upon him) related to the people contains & warning for the
misguided to reform themselves. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :

“T beheld some people in the night of ascension whose
lips were being clipped with scissors of fire. I enquired
from Gabriel (God be pleased with him}: Who are these

1. ‘As-Saf’, Verses 2,3.
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people 7 - Gabriel (God be pleassd with him) replied :
They are the orators of your Ummah. They preached
piety and fear of Qod to people, but forgot to follow these
teaochings in their personal lives™. - (Mishkat)

The illustrious Companions (God he pleased with them)
also uged to issue stern warnings to such misguided and
hypocritical people who did not follow what they preached,
On one occasion, a person said to Hadrat ‘Abdullah b.
‘Abbas (God be pleased with Rim) ; “Hadrat I desire to
Instruet people in piety and forbid them to commit evil
deeds. T wish to propagate religion among the people”,
Hadrat Abdullah enquired : ““Have you acquired the proper
qualifications for becoming a preacher 2’ The peraon sub-
- mitted : “Yes, I believe I am capable of performing the
task of s missionary”. Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased
with him) obaserved - +If you do not apprehend any
condemnstion in the light of three verses of the Holy
Qur'sn, do preach Isiam" The person enquired : “Whieh

three verses dg you mean ¥’ Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God
be pleased with him) answered :
The first verse ig :

3 e N Ve a Wb s e - ¥ w b I .
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(2: 44)
‘Enjoin ye righteousness upon mankind while ye your-
selves forget to practise it 1 .
Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) then enquired :
Do you follow this verss in your practical life fully 1 The
man replied : ““No”. Ibn Abbas (God be pleased with
him) then recited the second verse ;
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Lima mqulum ma 1d taf‘alin (61 : - 2)
“0 ye who belisve ! Why say ye that which ye do not ?

Hadrat ihn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) then
asked : ‘““Are you sure you are following this verse .
The man replied : ‘“No”. Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (God be
pleased with him) observed : 'The third verse i3 L
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Mi uridu an ukh'alifakum ila ma anhiakum ‘anhu.
- (11 : 88)
T desire not. to do behind your backs that which I
ask you pot to do.” |

 Tell me now, have you fully carried out the instruction
contained in this verse. The man submitted : “No". Where-
upon Hadrat Abdullah observed: ‘“Go then and instruct
yourself in piety first and forbid your own solf frnn; av:l“

11, Perform vour prayers with full devotion keepmg in
view its rules, regulations-and conditions. In addition to
them also offer supererogatory prayers.

No one can propagate religion without establishing &
close communion with God. Prayer is the sure means—a
means preseribed by God Himself—of establishing a deep
connexion with God. God affirmed through a revelation to
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). .
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nisfaku awingus minku galilan auzid ‘alaihi wa ratitlil
Qura’'ng tartila. Anng sanulyl ‘alaika gqaulan thagila,

“O thou wrapped up in thy raiment ! Keep vigil the
night long, save a little—a half thereof, or abate a little
thereof, or add (a little) thereto and chant the Quran in
measure; for We phall charge thee with a word of
weight,” ' (74 ; 1--5)

‘Charge thee with a word of weight’ implies ‘Propa-
gation of the Religion of Truth’ and truly this
responsibility is the most burdensome and heavy of all
duties in the world. In order to be able to discharge this
duty it is important for you to derive strength from
prayer and establish & firm connexion with God.

Dﬂ?ﬂjﬂp & fondness for and interest in the study of the

- Holy Qur'an and recite the Book regularly, Recite the
~Qur'an slowly ‘and with deep concentration during the

prayera as well as during the period other than prayers.
When the Qur’an is recited with a interest and concen-
tration, it becomes easy to understand and reflect upor
the meanings of the Holy Qur'an, As scon as one starts
appreciating the charms of the word of Allah, his intereat
and inquisitiveness increases and he goes deeper and

‘deeper in the Book of Allah. The Holy Qur’an is the

only source of guidance and warning. It has been

. Tevealed to make the people ponder over its contents

and derive benefit from its guidance and waraings, so

‘ponder over the meanings of the Holy Qur’an and learn

wisdom from it. Recite the Qur'an with a firm deter.

" mination to mould your own self as well as your society

a8 & whole according to the injunctions of the Holy Qur'an.
Only those can establish the rule of Allah who mould
their own thought and action according to the teachings of
Quran. He, who forsakes (Qur’an, can no longer maintain

his - allegiance to the faith, nor can he centribute any

way m the struggle to establish Islamic system of life"
Readers of the Qur’an have been u.('_ivisﬁd:
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Kitabun anzalnahs ilaika mubarakun liyaddabbaru wa
Liyatadhakkara ilul albab. |

«(This is} a Scripture that We have revealed unto thee,
full of blessing~~that they may ponder its revelations and

that men of understanding may reflect.” (38 : 30)
Moreover, the readers have been instructed : ‘‘Read
the Qur’an slowly with pauses.” (73 : 4)

The“Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) affirmed :

«These hearts get rusted as the iron rusts when waﬁar_

~ is poured over it.”’ The people submitted : O Holy Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allash be upon you)! Tell us
then what cleanses the rust of the hearts " The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ‘“The rust of the hearts is cleansed when onc
remembers death frequently and secondly studies the
Qur’an often’’. (M ishkit)

Be grateful to Allah under all circumstances. Look towards
those who are below you in terms of material prosperity
and social status. It will help you develop & sense of
gratitude to Allah.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

“upon him) observed :

«Look at those who are below you in in terms of material
prosperity and social status. (You will then feel grateful
to God). - Do not look at those who surpass you in material
riches, lest vou depreciate the bounties and blessings that

‘the Lord has conferred upon you (as it may foster

ingratitude to God).”
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14. Abstain from pleasure-seeking and luxurious living. Bea

watchdog of truth who is always on guard and never
drops vigil, |

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessmgs of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“How can I live at ease or seek pleasure in life when I
know ‘that Israfil' stands ready with the trumpet close to
his mouth, to sound the call for Doomsday to descend as
goon a8 he receives the Command of God”’. Addressing the
Believera. God affirms in the Holy Qur'an :
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Wa a'iddu lahum mastat‘atum min quwwatin wa min
ribatil  khaili  turkibina biki ‘aduwiowallahi we ‘aduw
wakum wa akharing min dinikim la telaminahum.
Allaku ya‘alamubum we ma tunfigi min shaz-in fi sabil-
wh-laki yuwaffa {latkum wa antum la tuzlamin, (8 : 60)

“Make ready for them all thou canst of {armed)
force and of horses . tethered that thereby ye may
dismay the enemy of Allah and your enemy; and

~ others beside them whom ye know not. Allah knoweth
them whatsoever ye spend in the way of Allah. It will be
repaid to you in full and ye will not be wronged.”

1. Ansngel of Allah  vested with the duty of rourdis ¢ the signal
for Deomaday,
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15. Be prepared to sacrifice everything for the sske of
religion and if needed, be prepared even to migrate from
your homeland. Check up yourself off and on as to what
extent you have developed this devotion. Giving an acoount
of the emigration of Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him),

‘the Holy Qur'an has urged believers to be prepared to
- emigrate and offer sacrifices in the following verses :
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Wadhkur [ilkitdbs Ibrahim innahu kana siddigan
nabiyya idh qala li-abthi yaabati lima labudu ma id
yasm'au wa 1@ yubsiru wa 13 yughnt ‘anka shai-a.
Yaabati inni qad jea'ni minal ‘ilmi -m&@ lam ya'like
fattabi‘ni ahdika siratan sowiyyd. Ya abati la ta‘abu-

 dushshaitan. Innashshaitana kina lirrahmani ‘asiyyd.

16.

Yi abati Inni akhdfu an yamassa adhabum minarrah-
mani fatakina lishshaitani waliyye. Qila araghibun anla

ran dlihati ya Ibrakim. La'illam tantahi la arjumannakae
wahjurni maliyya. Qdla saldmun ‘alatka sa‘astaghfiru-
laka rabbi innehu kidne bl hafiyya. Wa'atazilukum

wa md tad*dna min dinillahi wa ad' & rabbl ’asa anlia
akiina bidi’ai rabbi shaqiyya. (19 : 41-48)

s And make mention (0 Muhammad) in the seripture
of Abraham. Lo ! he was & saint, a prophet. When he said
unto his father : O my father ! Why worshippest thou
that which heareth not nor seeth, nor can in aught avail
thee ? O my father 1 Lo} there hath come unto me of
knowledge that which came not unto thee. 8o follow me,
and I will lead thee on & right path, O my father ! Serve
not the devil. Lo, the devil is a rebel unto the Beneficent. O
my father | Lo ! I fear lest & punishmeut from the Benefi-
cent overtake thee so that thon become a comrade
of the devil. He said: Rejectest thou my gods,
O Abraham !if thou cease not I shall surcly stone thee.
Depert from me a long whilel He eaid: FPeace be
unto thee! I shall ask forgiveness of my Lord for thee. Lo !
‘He was ever gracious unto me, I shall withdraw from you
and that unto which ye pray beside Allah and I shall pray
unto my Lord. It may be that, in prayer unto my Lord,
I skall not be unblest.”

Develop s burning zesl for striving in the way of God, »
gpirit of fighting with all your means and soul and a pions
desire to attain martyrdom in the cause of God. Truly
speaking, ‘Jihad’ is the test of faith and the heart whioh
is devoid of the spirit of Jihad is devoid of faith and right
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guidance and may be compared to a desolate ruin in the
wilderness. 1t is really a great privilegé to Dbe able to
reach the field of Jihad and to gain an opportunity of
sacrificing one's life and property in the way of God, Im
_cage, thie circumstances prevent you from availing of the
opportunity to pa.rtmlpate in the Jihad ; if you Jack means
or wherewithal to prove your conviction in the field of Jihad,
even then you may be counted among those soldiers in the
gyes of God, who either attained martyrdom while fight-
ing for His cause or returned from the field as the winners
- provided your heart is filled with the zeal of setting out in
~ the way of God, you are ready to sacrifice anything for the
cause ol Islam and have a burning desire to attain
- martyrdom. God always takes into account the feelings
and sentipients which stir a man to perform. beroic
deeds in the way of God. On his return from the
battle of Tabuk, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) addressed his illustrious Companions
(God be pleased with them) on the way and observed :

"~ “There are some peopls left behind in Medinah who
did set out with you and traversed the valley and remain-
ed with you throughout the battle.,” The Companions
(God be pleased with them) were astonished and submitted:
*“Did they do all thiz while staying behind in Medinah - all
the time !” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessinga of
Allah be upon him)} observed : <Yes, they did all thias
even while staying behind in Medinah sall the time, for
circumstancos forced them- to atay lack, otherwise they
- would not have held themselves back of their own accord.”

In the Holy Qur'an, God has also praised those people

who could not take part in Jihad, despite their burning
zeal and were ever afterwards smitten with sorrow over
this deprivation. '

- -3 J & 3 . w o - -~ W F B A

C@Tvq_.ﬂ_l.,._u_,_,u.m,_,.mdﬁv,



350

2w - Ao L eI . B eF L. LR B :
Ll_f-c-l“u-ud-urp_i'l _,j_,..:d....lr-rﬂe-l-'
- 3F w3 . - W

AT Wl L Ogda b I_,..u-..- Wi

‘Wa i alalladhing idhd ma atauka litahmilshum
qulta 1a ajidu mad ahmilukum ‘alashs tuwuuau wa
(Gyunuhum tafidu minaddam' i hazanan alli yajrda ma
yunfigiin, . | (9 : 92)

“Nor unto those whom, when ‘the:y came to théa
(asking that thou shouldest mount them thou didst tell :
I cannot find whereupon to mount you. They turned back

with eyes flowing with tears, fnr sorrow that they muld not
- find means to spend.”’

The Holy Prophet (peace and bleuamgs of Allah ba
upon him) observed : ““The man who died without waging
a struggle in the way of God or had no yearning in his
heart to wage such a struggle, has died in a state of
hypoorisy”. | (M uslim)

In fact anybody whose heart is dav oid. of tha spirit of
fighting in the way of God end of sacrificing hia life and
. resources for the cause of the Almighty is - not a true .

believer.



Etiquettes of
~ Preaching

.. Observe perfeoct decorum and propriety while preaching
and propagating Islam, Adopt such an appropriate,
dignified, and caleulated technique t0 communicate your
message as to generats fervour and zeal in the listener,

- The Holy Qur’an affirms -
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Ud'o ila eabili rabbiks Bilhibmati  wabmad-isati.
hasanati we jadilhum billati hiya ahsan. {16 : 125)
| “Call unto the way of thy Lord with wisdom and
fair exhortation and reason with them in the betier way”,
‘This comprehensive verse of the Holy Qur’sn contains
instructions regarding three principles :
(1) The call must be made in the most appropriate raanner,

(2) The instruction and guidance must be provided in the
best possible way. | o
(3) Discussion and raa.snning,ahﬁuld be fair aud courteoua,

ba]ling jn & Wisé manner means to communicate your
message according to the situation and circumstances
aptitude of the people, their intsllect and understanding and
their social environments and status. Do not waste this

351
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precious treasure of knowledge and wisdom in a haphazazd
‘way. Address each class, group or individual sccording to
their ability, capsacity, and their mental level. Always start
your discussion from such universal truths as are mutually
conceded to and pave the way for mutual understanding
and maamant.

Arouse one’s best sentiments with sincerity and
" devotion. Create and develop in him an urge and desire to
“know the truth. Thus he will not only achieve- peace of
mind but adopt and accept the faith as his own inner
urge. It will serve as a source of nourishment for his

“sou] and & tru.nquilime'r for his passions and  sentiments.

* To be courteous in criticism and discussion mesans
that you should offer constructive eriticism. Your criti-
~cism should refiect your earnestness and sincerity. Your
style should be so convincing and simple that the intran-
sigence, hate, nbatlna.ny, prejudice or pride may get no inlst
Your approach should be sc rational and impressive and
your discussion so charming and thought provoking .asto
make the listener think over your arguments and to feel
an irresistible -attraction towards the truth. Whenever
you feel intransigence in attitude and reasoning, stop dis-
cussion and take leave. |

. Propagsate religion as & whole and do not'add to or expunge
anything from its teachings or principles of your own

socord. The preacher of Islam has no discretion to
project what he thinks fit and to withhold what- he does

“not think fit to prn]&ct
| God affirms :
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Wa-idhd tutla‘alaihim ayalund bagyindiin gailalladhina
a yarjiim ligaana’ti bigurdnin ghatri hazd au baddilhu
qul ma yakdny Ui an ubeddilahu min, tilgas nafst  in
‘attabiu ild mad yaha ilayye innd akhdfu tn ‘asaitu rabbi
‘adhiba yaumin ‘azim. Gul lau ahqﬂitaku ma taldutuhy
“‘alaikum wale adrakum bihi fagqad Iabzthtuafakum umran
min gabliki afela t'aqilin. Faman azlemu-mimmaniftara
‘alallahi kadhiban av kadhdhaba bi- -dyatthi. Innahu 13

- yuflihul mujriman, | (10 : 15-17).

‘““And when Our clear revelations are recited unto them
-they who look not for the meeting with us say : Bring a
lecture other than this, or change it. Say (O Muhammad) :
It is not for me to change it of my own accord. I only
follow that which is inspired in me: Yo ! ifI disoboy my
Lord I fear the retribution of an aweful day. Say : If Allah
had sc willed I should not have recited it to you nor would
~ He have made it known to you, I dwelt among you a |
- whole lifetime before it (came to me). Have ye then no -
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‘gense ! Who doeth greater wrong than he {rhq inventeth
a lie concerning Allah and denieth His revelations ? Lo ! the
guilty never are successful, |

However unfavourable the ecircumstances may be, the
preacher must prgpagate religion in its true and whole form,
It ia a hideous crime to introduce innovations into or to
make alterations in the principles and teachings ordained by
“Aliah to suit the prevailing trends. The people who are
guilty of such alterations are the losers in this world as well
as in the world Hereafter. Islam is a religion ordained by
God who is All Knowing and Omniptent. His knowledge
s eternal and there is nothing beyond His knowledge.
He errs not, and has complete knowledge of whole of this
* universe right from beginning to the end, Whatever be the
human conquests in the field of science and technology, dis-
hﬂverie and explanations, all' are subject to the Supreme
Will of Allah. Nobody has got any right to make any -
addition or alteration in the Code of life ordained by Him. -
So much so that the Holy Prophet (p. b. u. h.), through
whom this code of life has heen conveyed to us, has been
introduced to us as the most ideal servant of Allah who
follows what is ordained to him in latter and spirit and
dares not overrule His mandate.
Convey the message of Islam in a na.tural way, a0 that
it may not be taken as an unnatfural burden The people
may take it as a remedy for all their ills and sufferings
instead of feeling scared and developing hatred against it.
You should bhe so polite and rational in conveying the
message of Islam to the people that they may feel an iresisti-
ble attraotion towards Islam. Hadrat Mu‘awiya ibn Hakam
{God be pleased with him) states: “Once I was saying pray-
ers behind tho Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
beupon him) when a man sneezed, I responded to the sneeze
by saying &1 <Kea 2 in the course of the prayer. The people

began to stare at me. 1 said: “May God biess you ! Why
are’ you staring at me ! The people indicated toc me by -
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gestures to keep quiet. 1Ikept quiet. When the prayer

was over, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him and may my father and. mother - be sacrificed
for him, never did I see a better guide: and teacher
before or after him) neither reproached me, nor beat me,
nor blamed me, He only said to. me “‘Look. This is prayer
and it is not admissible to talk during the prayer.. Prayer is
meant to acknowledge the purity, supremacy and exalted-

ness of God and to recite the Holy Qur’an’,

Be moderate in your writing, speech and convergation
while coriveying the message and call of Islam so that the
listoners may feel hopeful as well as seized with awe. -
Neither overstress the terrifying aspects of the pumish-
ment for sing, lest the 'p'enple- should lose all hopes of

" meroy from Allah and consider salvation not only difficult

but impossible; nor sghould you present such a rosy

‘and one-sided picture of the kindness and forgiveness

of God that people becoms fearless and irresponsible 1
their actions and fesl free to transgress the divine com-
miands trusting upon the Munificence and Forgiving Nature

of the Lord. o f
Hadrat ‘Ali (God be 'p'lea.sad with him) obaerved :

¢The best scholar is he who invites the people to obey
and submit before Allah in such a manner that people do
not loge hope in God ; he neither -gives thenr allowances to
commit tramsgressions against the Law of God nor
makes them fearless of Divine punishment.”’ |

Observe perseverance and constancy in missionary activi-
ties, Continue implementing your prngramme' with
fortitnde and a high sense of responsibility. “Avoid the
habit of abandoning your programmes half-way and
chalking out new schemes. Do little, but do it steadily.

. _ 4
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed : | '



‘“The beet deed is thn one whmh hnwavar littie it
may be; is done constantiy nnd regula.rly"

€. Meot all hnrdahlpa a.nd trials that confront you whﬂu
| preaching and PTﬂPngntmg Islam ch&e rfull y and- with -
patience and fortitude -

. Thu Holy Qur’an nﬂrma :
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Wa'mur b:lma‘mﬁ wanha‘anil munkars wasbir ‘ald ma
asibaka. | ' (31: 17)

“And enjoin kindness and forbid iniquity and perua- _.
vers whatever may befall ‘thee’’.

_ Ha.«rdah1pa and dlﬂiﬂultlaa do come in the way of truth
and submission to- Allah, These trials and hardships
strengthen faith in Allah and season one’s character and
morals, This is why Allah puts those to trial who claim
to be His gervants and the trial geta harder and harder

. for those who are better seasoned in faith and devotion.

God affirms :
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Walanablu wannakum bishas-im minal khaufs walju's we
nagesm minalomuwdli wal anfuei wassamardt -wa dash-
shirsssldbirinalladhing idha asabathum musibatun gali
snndlillahs va innd ilashi r3ji'an. Uldd'ka 'alaihim
salawdtum min rabbihim va rakmatun wo $148'Tka Aumul
muMlodin (2 : 155-57)

- “And mosat certainly shall We try you by mesns of
some fear, and hunger and loss of worldly goods, lives and
fruits. and glad tidings to the patient who, when adverdity
overtakes  them, say: Surely Allah’s we are, and unto
Him we are to return. It is they, upon whom there are
~ blessings of their Lord and {His) mercy and it is they aluna |
who are guided aright.” |

‘Hadrat Sa‘d (God be pleased with him) aubmltt&d to
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him): O Prophet of (lod (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon you) | Which person is put to the severeat trial "
The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of -Allah be upon
him) observed : ““The persons who are put to the severest
trials are firstly the Prophets of God (peace be upon them),
then those who are nearest to the prophets in conviction and
devotion, and then those who are next to them in their
- faith-and submission. In fact one ia -tried according to his
conviction and devotion, Whoever ig firm in his conviction
and devotion is put to a hard test and whoever is weak in
faith and submission  is confronted with & mild trial and
these trials continue till a man is purged of all traces of
sin.”’ { M ishkdt)

Recounting his own experience, the Holy Frophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :*
“Never was a man more persecuted in the way of Allah
than I was end never was a man more threatened in the
- ‘way ‘of Allah ag I was, We spent thirty days and thirty .



nights in such state that Bilal (God be pleased with him)
| n.nd I had nothing that a living being could eat, save some
little provisions in the small pack which Bilal (God be
pleased with him) kept under his arm.” (Psrmidhs}

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also affirmed : |

““Any person who will make ‘an effort to be patbient
shall be granted patience by Allah. And there iz no blegs-
ing which encompasses more good than patience.” .

(Bukhars, Muslim)

In fact, triels are esgential for strengthening and
earrying forward the movement. No movement can schieve
Success without passing through periods of trial, especially
8 movement which calls for & universal revolution in
human society and plans to raise the social structure of
. human life on entirely new foundations.

- Reminiseing about the deys when the stone.hearted |
| L_{eﬁnana were perpetrating endless tortures on the Holy
"'-Prqphﬂt (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and
his illustrions. Companions (God be pleased with them),
Hadrat Khabbab ibn al-Arat (God be pleased with him)
related : -

_ ““The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) was resting with a sheet placed under his sacred
head in the shade of Bait-Allah (House of God) when we
reached his presence with the complaint : *OQ Prophet of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Don’t
you seek aid for us from God ! Don’t you pray for an end
to this oppression ! (How long will this period of trial
continne and when will it come to an end }. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) heard
our complaint and observed : Thors had been people before
you who faced unprecedented trials and ppprassinns. Often
“one of them was mads to stand in a pit, half buried in the
ground, and his body was sliced into two parts with a saw
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-~ like a log of wood yet the man refused to renounce his faith
Their flesh was pierced through with steel combs till the
iron nails reached the bones and tho fibres, yet the devo-
teos of God did not resile from truth. By God, Islam
shall prevail and you will see (such a state of peace and
security) that a man riding from San‘aa (the Capital of
Yemen) to Hadramut will have nothing to fear on the
way eoxcopt Allah. The shepherds will only fear the
wolves lest they should carry off their goats. But, alas,

you show impatience.’”’ . (Bukhars)

Hadrat Mua‘wiya (God be pleagsed with him) relates ;.
“I have heard the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) nbserviﬁg, ““There shall always remain
a group among my Ummah who will defend Islam and their
faith. Those who do not support them or oppose them
shall never ‘be able to destroy or eliminate them till the
final word from Allah. These defenders of Faith shall
remain firm in their convietion. (Bulkhars, Muslim)

. Do not show undue toleration, or shower undeserved praide
on any one, nor sacrifice principles under any ciroum-
gstances, In affirmation Gi a virtue of the beha*vara, the
Holy Qur’an says :
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Ashiddiu ‘alal kuffar.
“They deal atrictly with the non-believers,”

In other words, the believers are extremely striot about
matters of religion and principle and under no circums-
stances do “they compromise their. principles or tolerate
wrong-doing. They c¢an bear anything, but cannot
sacrifice their religion or principles. God has transmitted
through the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) the following to the Muslims :
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Fa-hdﬁahka Jad'u waatagam I:unu: umirla wnIu iauab’
- ahwachum.

“Unto this then summon (0 Huhamma.d).' And be
thou upright as thou art commanded, and follow not
their lusts.”’

" Ascommodation for wrong-doing, undue toleration

. and. compromise with falsehood are the weaknesses that
destroy one’s faith and religion,

The Holy Prophet (peace and blﬂssmgu of Allah be
" upon him) has observed :

" “When the tribe of Tsrael bagu.n to tranagress the
commands of God, their learned men clacked them, but
they did not refrain from their wicked deeds. Their
learned men instead of boyeotting their society, continued
to attend their company and ate and drank with them.
* Consequently God equated these pious TUlemas with the
transgreossors and cursed them through His Prophets,
Hadrat Dawud and Hadrat ‘Isa (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon them). God cursed the Israelites because
they followed the path of disobedience to God and went
- too far on this way.”” The reporter of this Tradition
‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him) relates :
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) changed his reclining posture and sat ereot and
observed : No, Iswear by Him Who hath power over
my life, you will certainly continue to enforce virtue
- and curb evil and you will hold the hand of the
oppressor and bend the tyrant before truth. If you do
not act 8s you must, you too shall assimilate with them
and God shall withhold all His blessings. and guid-
ance from you and furﬂaka you completely, just as He
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| dﬁprived: the Israelites of His clemency.

To train and reform your children and to prepare them
for the duty of establishing religion is not’only your fore.-
most obligation, " but a logical sphere of youir activity.
On the other hand, it ia unwise and unnatural to ignore
your children and get yourself busy in misgionary ' activi-

-vities outside, It is a gross negligence and an esoape
“from daty. It is as if you leave your own family writhing

in agony of hunger and thirst during famine and go out

in search of the needy to distribute grain among
them to display your munificence. It shows  that you
are quite incapable of perceiving the suffering of hunger
and thirst and are deveid of the sense of kinship and
love ; nor can you appreciate the wisdom that lies
behind the act of distributing grain. The Holy Qur’an
enjoing upon the believers : '
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]’ﬁ-ayyukalladhiﬂﬂ ameni i enfusakum wae ahlibum
nard.

“O Believers | Save yourselves and your families from
the fire of Hell”,

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has elucidated the same verse as follows :

“Fa.h one of you is a guardian and is charged with
& responsibility, and each one of you shall be held
accountable for those who have been placed under your care.
The ruler is a guardian and he shall be held to account for
the affairs of his subjects. The husband is the guardian of
hiz family ; the woman is the guardian of her husband’s
home and children. 8o each one of you is a guardian and
charged with a responsibility and each one of you shall be
calied to account for the affairs of those who have been
placed under your care”. ‘ (Bukhdiri, Muslim)
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9. Expend some care upon reforming and cult.i“vu.ting‘
your neighbours and the people living around you and
consider this task as a part of your duty. -

The Holy Prophet (péaﬂe and blessings of Allah be
upon him) delivered a sermon one day and in the course
of his sermon praised some Muslims and then observed :
“Why is it so that some people do not impart ra]iginua_
knuﬁrledgﬂitn their neighbours and do not season them *

. in religion, neither do they warn them of the fearful
consoquences of their ignorance of religion, nor restrain
them: from committing evil deeds ¥ And why 18 it so that
some of you do not care to learn religion from their

| neighbours snd do not acquire an understanding of its
~ purpose and spirit, nor do they try to ascertain the fearful

- .consequences of remaining ignorant of religion. By
. God ! The people must teach religion to their neighbours
and inculeate an understanding of religion among them.
© The people should guide their neighbours, give them good
. counsel! and restrain them from wrong and evil. Besides,
it is the duty of people to learn religion from their
neighbours, acquire an nnderstanding of religion and accept
their counsels or else I shall punish them soon”.The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then
descended from the pulpit concluding his sermon.

Those who were present there enquired from each
other ; Against whom the Holy Prophet (peace. and
blessings of Allah be upon him) delivered this war-
ning 2 The others said, “The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allak be upon him) was alluding in his
speech to the people of the tribe of Ash’ar. These people
are well-versed in religion, but their neighbours, who
live in the Oasis, are ignorant yokels”. When the
people of the tribe of Ash‘ar came to know of the sermon
delivered by the Holy Prophet (peace. and blessings of
Allah be upon him) they presented themselves before the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allak be upon himj



and submitted : <O Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon you)! You were pleased to shower
praise on some people and expressed your &1_aplea.aura to-
wards us. . Kindly let us know what is wrong with us 2"
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : “It is the duty of the people to teach
religion to their neighbours; they ought to preach to
them, educate them and restrain them from wrong and
evil. Likewise it is the duty of the people to learn
religion from their neighbours and to accept their counsels.
They shounld also cultivate an understanding of religion,
otherwigse I shall punish them soon in this world”.
The people of the tribe of Ash’ar again submitted : O
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) |
Should we inculcate the spirit of religion among utharﬂ a
The Holy Pruphet. (peace and blessings of Allah be" upon '
‘ him) observed : ‘“Yes, indeed, it is your duty”,- Them-
upon the people submitted : - O Holy Prophet (paaua and-l
blasamgs nf Allah be upon you) | Allow us a grace period

of one year’’, The Holy Prophet (paaﬂa and blessings of
Allah be upon him) granted them a grace period of one
year within which they were to teach religion to their
neighbours and inculcate an undarltmndmg of religion
‘emong them, The Holy Prophet (peace and bleaamga of
Allah be upon him) then recitcd the following VOrees :
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“Those of the children of Israel who went astray were
cursed by the tongue of David, and of Jesus son of Mary.
That was because they rebelled and used to transgress.
They restrained not one another from the wickedness they -
did. Verily evil was they used to do’.

10. Respect and give due regard to the religious beliefs and
sentiments of the people among whom you are performing
your pleasant duty of preaching and propagating religion.
Do not desecrate the names of their forbears or leaders ; |
neither attack their beliefs, nor denounce their religious

- doctrines. You should preach your religion in a positive
manner with sense and wisdom. Your criticism,
instead of provoking the listeners, shall be earnestly aimed
at driviig home your preachings to them. Impassioned
criticism and disparaging speech never succesds in bringing
a.bﬁut the desired change in the addressce.. On the other
hand, there is an ever present danger in this case that

- feelings of pride in ignorance and prejudice may be ignited
in the listener and under their influence he msay pass
impudent remarks upon God and religion and instead of
drawing near to religion may go farther astray,

The Holy Qur’an affirms ;
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- Wa 14 tasubbulladhing yad‘ana min dianillahi Jayasub-
bullaha -adwan bighairi ‘ilm.
“{0 Believers !} Do not revile those whom they call
beaides Allah lest they should unknowingly take %o revil-
ing Allah out of enmity”. | |

11. When you become a missionary for spreading the message of
God, you should confine your activities to calling people
‘towards God and nothing else. Do not call the people of

. God towards anything other than God ; do not issue your



365

eall in the name of & country, people, race, or language ;
nor call them on behalf of a party. The objective of the
heliever is to obey the Will of God. Call people towards total
sahmission to God and cultivate an assurance among them
that the slave’s duty is to worship his Creator and Master,
be it in the sphere of his individual or family life, or in
social and political affairs. The slave should obey in all
sphores of his life the order of his Lord and Creator and
submit to His Law with sincerety and devotion. A Muslim
can have no objective before him other than this. He
should, therefore call others also to achieve this
objective. Whenever the believer should dare turn hizs
back upon the Commands of God and set up anything else
than . obedience to the Will of Allah as his objective, he
shall be condemned and rejected in both the worlds,

n
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Wa maen ahsanu qaulan mimman dao’d ilaliaghs wa
‘amila salihan wa qala innan? minal muslimin.

“Who is better in speech than he who calls pﬂﬂplﬁ
towards (God, acts righteously and says ‘1 am surely of
those who submit’’. |



Etiquettes of
Discipline and
Organization

1. Form a strong organimﬁinn for propagating religion and
make a conocentrated a.nd collective struggle ‘to establish
Islamic Order.
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wal takun minkum ummatun yad‘dna slalkhairi wa
ya‘muring bil ma‘rifi wa yanheuna ‘anil munkar.

“And there must exist at least a group among you

which should call people towards goodness enjoining
good and prohibiting wrong and evil. |

“Al-Khair” denotes all that iz naturally good and
which has always been regarded as good by human nature
and which has been attested ss good by the revealed
Booka. A comprehensive and systematic form of all that is
good and virtuous is the religion of God which the
Apostles {poace be upon them) have been transmitting to
the world in every successive epoch and whose final,
complete, .authentic and fully preserved form is the Quran
end Sunnah which the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) hequeathed to the
Ummah. To call people towards this good and to enrich
the world with virtue it is imperative that Muslims ghould
form a party and perform this duty in. an organized
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manner. They should forge strong and well-kint front and
launch a well-organized and concentrated struggle to
eliminate the wrong arnd evil from every aphers of life.
Allah describes this unity and strength of the Muslims with
appreciation “and praise and laads their collective and
concentrated struggle. |
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Innalleha yuhibbuliadhina yuqdtiliing 1 sabilihi saffan
kaannahum bunyinum marsds,

Verily God loves those who fight in His cause arrayed
in ranks as though they were a atructure cemented with
- molten lead,

Stressing the importance of collective struggle and
advising Muslims to live as an organized body, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed:

**Three men who live in & j‘ungla are forbidden to live
together save they choose one from among themselves

as their Amir (ohief)”, | { Muniaga)

Further the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed: |

| “The person who wishes to secure & dwelling place in
the centre of Paradise ought to remain firmly attached to
the "**Al-Jama’at’’ for the devil haunts a aingle person, hut
if two persons join fogether, the devil runs. nwiy a8
far as possible. I | .
"Al-Jeme’at” implies & well-organized socisty of
Hpnlimu_rhi_qh is governaed by the "rﬁ!_a_ of Sharigh 'u_n__dqr
& Musia Csliph od the Muslims a3 & whole agree:and .
watede to Kis MashoritPB lendership. In auch » sijuation
there is no mm.wmm, for sny Muslim to kenp
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" himaself away and aloof from such a socisty. In case
such a uciet_;y and such an organization does not exist
make an all out concentrated ang collective efforts to

bring about such a society which is called Al-Jama’st
in Islamic terminology.

2. Make Islam the foundation of your unity and organizé-
tion as the distinguishing feature of an Islamic organisa-
tion is mnothing but total submission to Allah. Any
organisation , unity or alliance based on any thing other
than total cubmission to Allah shall not be termed as
Islamic, as it is not based on the foundation of Islam.
The real bage of brotherhood and bond of unity is Islam
and Islam only, Anything other than Islam cannot
coment relations of brotherhood and unison. It will rather

disperse and disintegrate the people and instead of forming
a powerful and well-knit unit and organization with

singularty of purpose and procedure, they will be divided
into several sects and factions.

If yon form & party, the only objective before you
should be to establish the rule of God and all your
struggle and efforts should be devoted to achieve thia goal
only.
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Wa'atastmi bshablillahs  jami‘ane wald tafarragti
wadhkurii n‘imatallahi ‘alaikum sdh kunium a'add'an
fa-allafa baine qulibikum - fa-asbahium bin‘imatihi
ikhwand. - (8 : 103)

The Holy Qur'an affirma:
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“And hold fast all of you together to this rope of Allah
and do not geparate. And remember Allah’s favour unto

you how ye were cnemies and He made friendship hetween
your hearts so that ye became as brothers by His grace

“The tope of God, means Islam, the ‘Religion of
God’. According to the Holy Qur’an, it is Islam which
forms the basis of the unity and organisation for
Muslims, Anything else will only divide them into &
number of factions instead of uniting and unifying them.

. Love those working for the cause of Islam from tbe core of
your heart and consider this connexion as the most impor
tant and the most inestimable of all connexionas.

Describing the characferistics of the believers, the
Holy Qnr’an affirms:
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La tajidu qauman yumingna billahi walyaumil akhiri

yuwdddina man had-dalliha wa rasilahuy wae law kani

abd‘ahum au abn@ ahum ou tkhwinahum av ashiratahum,
(58 : 22).

“Then will not find folk who believe in Allah and the
Last Day loving those who oppose Allah and His Mossenger
even though they be their fathers or their sons or their
brothees or their clan.

. Extend support and good counsel to your colleagues in the
party and keep alive the spirit of mutual guidance and
advice in your party life, for this is the real key to success.
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Wal'asri innal insanae lafi khusrin illalladhin amani woe
‘amilussilihati wala wiseuw bil hoggr wa tawasaubissabr,

By the timse, surely man is everin a state of loss
except those who believe and do righteous deeds and
exhort one another to preach Truth and exhnrt one another

| to be staa&faat

. Observe party discipline with full care, and do not
consider it only a means of strengthening your party, but

deem it as & religious duty.
God affirms:
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Innamal mo‘minunal-ladhina Ggmand billahi wa ras#iliki
wa idka kanu ma‘chu ‘ald emrin jami-‘in lam yadh-habu
hatie yasta'-dhinthu, Innelladhinag yasta dhini-naka
uldikalladhine yo'mintna billahs wa rasilihs. (24 : 62)

“They only are trus believers who believe in Allah and
His Messenger and when they are with him on ' some
commmon errand go not away until they have asked leave of
him. Lo! those who ask leave of thee, thusﬁ are they who
believe in Allah and His Messenger”,
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Party discipline and loyalty and devotion to the
leader is not only a legal point,. but an important
iesme of Shar iah. The Holy Qur'an has affirmed the true
faith of those who are loyal to party discipline and in no
case sbandon their party duty without leave of their

leader.

. Extend sincere co-operation in all the good works that
are being carried out by the party and exert yourself to the
maximum - in this effort. Do not stain the purity of
your moral character by entertaining any evil sentiments

such as aelﬁshnaaﬂ or personal motives and.self-glorifi-
‘eation.
The Holy Qur’an enjoins upon the believers:
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Wata'Gwand ‘alalbirri watlaqwd,

* #And oco-operate with each other in good works of
piety and God-fearing”,

. Mauintain cordial relations with .yuur' colleagues. If at times
a difference of opinion arises, resolve the dispute at once
and keep your heart clear of any feelings of gradge.
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Fa-ttaqruﬂahu wa-asithu dhdta bainikum.

“Sn- fear God and maintain .cordial relations among
vourselves’’. |

., Obey the Amir of the Islamiec Party with all sincerety
and in good spirit and remain loyal and devoted to him.

The -Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed: |

“It is the duty of the Muslims to listen to and obey
the order of their leader, regardless of the consideration

1
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whether such an order is agreeahle or disagreeable to them,

provided such an order does not constitute a transgression
of God's law. In case such an order is issued as is repug-

nant to God’s law, it should not he listened to, nor
obeyed. (Bukhari Muslim)

Hadrat Tamim Dart reports that the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upen him) observed:

“Religion means devotion and loyalty’™. The Holy
Prophst (peace and Dblessings of Allah be wupon him)
repeated this observation three times. Thersupon we
submitted: ‘' Devotion and loyalty to whom ¥ The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessingsof Aliah be upon him) obser-
ved: **Devotion and loyalty to God, His .Measungei‘, His
Book, the leaders of Muslims and the mass of Muslims.”

(Muslim)

Avoid party chauvinism, bigotry and factionalism. Co-
operate with everyone with an open heart and in good
cheer. Esteem those who are working for the canse of
religion. Deal with them in good faith and sincerity and
considér them as your colleagues and comrades. All those
who work for the cause of religion are in reality supporters
and helpers of one another. The goal of everyone of them
is the glory of religion and all of them wish to serve
religion according to their lights. It is auspicioas
and fruitful to point out each other's faulta In &
spirit of friendship and understanding and to focus
attention on correct mode of thought and action. On the

~ other hand, it is below the dignity and office of the

preachers of religion to indulge in such despicable conduct
a8 hatred, friction, envy, grudge, confrontation and
hostile propaganda ageinst each other. The character 6f
the preachers must be clear of all these blemishes who
pincerely and truly wish to expond their emergies and
talents in the way of God and to render some service to
the cause of Islam during their lifetime,



Etiquettes of
Leadership

1, To lead and guide the Islamic party choose a person
who excels others in piety and fear of God, Heritage nor
wealth is the basis of leadership or eminence in Islam.
The best person in Tslam is he who foars God most.

The Holy Qur’an aflirms :
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Ya-ayyuhannisu innd khalagndkum min dhakarin wa
untha wa ja‘elndkum shuiban wa gabdi'ly lita' arafu
inna akramakum ‘indallahi atq@bunm. (49 :13)

0 mankind! Lo ! we have created you male and

female, and have made you nations and tribes ®o that ye
may know one snother. Lo ! the noblest of yuu in the sight
of Allah, is the best in oonduct.”

2. Regard the election of a leader as a aa.arad duty and use -
your vote as a trust from God only in favour of person
who in your viow is best qualified to discharge the onerous
responsibility of leadership.

God affirms :
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Iﬂnaihhn yatmurukum an tuaddul amandti ild ahbliha.
(4 : 68),
“Lo ! Allah Cnmmandet.h you that you restore
deposits to their owners.”

This is a precise principle which encnmpasﬁaa all kinds
of trusts. In the context of this Chapter ‘trusts
denote the respousibilities of an Islamic Party ti.e.
the duty of leadership should be vested by open choice in
such a person who is the best qualificd among you to dis-
charge the onerous responsibility of leadership. To east
your vote in this case in a partisan spirit or to show
undue favour or to act under the influence of . other
oxtraneous factors is & breach of trust. The character of
a believer must be froe from the taint of breach of trust.

3. If you are to lead an Islamic Party, you should

be ‘fully conscious of your responsibilities and should

discharge your duty with complete honesty, diligence,
sense of responsibility and energy.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed :

“God shall ban' the entry of that person into Para-
- dise who 1is entrusted the duty of administering the
affuirs of Muslim society and he betrays their trust”

(Bukhart, Mu.shm}
The Huly Prophet (peace and blessings ef Allah be upon
him) also observed :

‘*The person who accepts the charge of administering
the  affairs of Muslims and then does mot serve their
~ interests and does not tire himself out in their service to
the same extent that he tires himself out to fulfil his
own personal needs, God shall throw such a man headlong
into the fire of Hell”, 3 {Tabrani)
. Treat your subordinates with tenderness, alffection,
fairness and large-heartedness so that they may co-operate
with you willingly and God may grant your Party the
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favour of rendering some service to Islam. Describ-
ing the virtues of the Hnly Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him), the Holy Qur’an says :
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Fabima rakmatim minallghi linta Iakum we lau kunm
Jazzan ghalizal galbi lanfaddu min haulik. (3 : 159).

“It was by the meroy of Allnh that thou wast Iemant
with them (O, Muhammad), for if thou hadst been stern
and fierce of heart they would have dispersed from
round about thee,”

“Moreover, God has urged thﬁ Hﬂly Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) :
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Wakhfid jandhaka limanittab‘aka minal mo‘minin.

(26 : 215),

“And lower thy wmg (in tenderness) unto those
believers who follow thee.”

In the course of & speech, Hadrat ‘Umar b. Khattab
(God be pleased with him) remarked :

O people ! You owe us a duty to support us sincerely
in our absence and assist us in performing deeds of
piety.” Furithermore bhe observed :

“Officers of the Government ! No tenderness is groeater
before God angd more profitable than the tenderness and
leniency shown by the head of the executive. Similarly,
no lack of wisdom and ineptness is more demaging,
dangerous and despicable than the indisoretion, whimsical
nature and haphazard actions of the executive head.
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Realize the importance of your colleagues. Respeoct
their sentiments and pay due regard to their needs. Treat
them in such a fraternal way that they should look
upon you a8 their greatest well-wisher,

Headrat Malik ibn Huwarith relates : “Once some of us
young men who were of the same age group went to stay

- with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) and lived in his auapicious company for twenty
days. The Holy Apostie of God (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was no doubt extremely kind and

tender-hearted. When the Holy Prophet (peace and

bleasings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were homesick,
he (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) enquired
from us : ‘“What relations have you left- behind at homet"
We submitted details, whereupon the Holy* Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be npon him) advised us: “You

- should now return home and live with them and teach

them what you have learnt and propagate good deeds
among them. Tell them the exact hours of prayers and
when the time of prayer approaches, one of you should
snnounce the call and he who excels all others in learning
and character among you should lead the prayers.”

‘Appreciate the worth and importance of your colleagues

and considering them your real assest, take pains to train
them in right earnest. Do not underrate them as poor
and destitute nor covet those upon whom God has

bestowed worldly pomp, grandeur and wealth.
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dilghadats wal-'ashiyys yuriduna wajhahd walg tady
‘avndka ‘anhum turidu ziml-hayﬁﬁddunyi. (18 : 29y,
“Restrain thyself along with those whe eIy unto

their Lord at morn and evening, seeking His countenance

snd let not thine eyes overlook them desiring the pomp of
the life of the world.” |

In fact the people who - have devoted thej,
lives and resources to the propagation and Preaching of
religion are the veritable asset of & religious party.
The duty of the party leader is to realiss the value of these

people and concentrate all his attention on their education
and training,

. Settle and execute all party matters in consultation with

your colleagues. Tty to develop their interest in the party
and consolidate their support for the activities of the
party. God, in praise of the believers, also affirms that
they settle their affairs by mutual consultation,
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Wa amrubum shird bainahum.

““And their affairs are (settled) by mutual consyita.
tion,” - |

God has urged the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) to consult his companions in matters
of apecial importance.
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Wa shawirhum fil-amr .,
““And oonsult them in (important) matters," ;
Display generosity and selflessness in party matters, Do
not scek to advance your own or your family’s interest

in any party matter. On the other hand, show a libepal
apd unselfish conduct so that your colleagues may
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slways be prepared to make ail sacrifices with s willing
hoart and may not feel disillusioned with the party or
sever their connection with it or may not be moved to act
with selfish and interested motives. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God
be pleased with him) once observed to Hadra.t ‘Umar (God

~ be pleased Wltrh hlm}

“0O son of Khattab | I have chosen you and appointed
you gver Muslims so that you may deal with them with
kindness. You have been a Companion of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessinga of Allah be upon him). You
know how the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to prefer our interest to his own
interest and that of our family to his family, so much
8o that we often returned as & gift to the Prophet’s family
whatever we received from him in excess of our needs and

requirements.

(K+tab al-Khardj)
Always avoid partiality and nepotism and never show
undue regard and toleration. Hadrat Yazid b. Sufyan
(God be pleased with him) relates: “When Hadrat Abu
Bakr (God be pleased with him) appointed me ohief
of the army and ssnt me towards Syria, he gave me the
following instructions :

‘0O Yazid! You have some kinsmen and relations.
It is possible that you may feel tempted to prefer them to
others for appeintment to offices of trust. This is what
1 fear most about you, | |

The Holy Prophet {pqma -and blesainge of Allah be

upon him) observed : *‘God will accept no compensation
or eonsideration from a person who is responsible for the

affaire of the Muslims and appoints # man to an office of
authority over Muslims merely on the basis of kmntup or .

{friendship, so much so that God shall. consign the gnmy

person to BHell”, . {K+tlab al-Kharaf)
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10. Maintain striot party discipline as far as is possible and :
do not show weakness or leniency in matters of discipline,

God affirms :
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w Pa idhast‘adhantka Lib‘adhi sha'nikhim ﬁl'ﬂhan lLiman
shi‘ta minhum wastaghfir lahumulleh, (24 : 62)
“80, if they ask thy leave lor some affair of theirs,

give leave to whom thou wilt of them, and ask for them
forgiveness of Allah.”

In other words, when the members of the party assemble ‘
to attend to some party business and later some membera
begin to seek permission to leave on account. of their
.personal needs or disabilities, it behoves the leader of the
party to acoept the requests of those people only whose
personal needs are really more pressing than the matters
confronting them in the meeting or of those whose
disabilities justify their leave by canonical law and, there
fore, must be considered and conceded



