DECENT LIVING
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Wa' bud-ulliha wa la tushriku biki Shai'an wa bilwali.
daini shsana wa bidhil qurbd wal yataima wal masaking
wal Jari dhil qurbad wal Jaril junubi was Sahibi bsl
Jambi wab nissabeeli wa ma malakat aimanukum,

Offer devotions to Allah

Appoint no one His Partner

Be Good to g

Your Mother and Father,
Your Kith end Kin,

The Orphans,
The Needy,

The Neighbour—-—who is a relative, and

The Neighbour ——who is not o relative,

The Companion~~—in whose fellowship you spend some
‘time, however brief it may be, and

Be kind to tha traveller, and

The eaptives (slaves) who are under your charge.

(4 . 361‘{



~ Etiquettes of
Dealing with Parents

1. Behave well towards your father and mother and oconsider
this good conduot a8 & propitious act which will earn
(lod’s grace in this world as well as in the next. Next
to God, man owea the greatest obligation to his parents.

- The greatness and value of this obligation towards one’s
parents may be realised from the fact that the Holy Qur’an
at several points mentions the rignts of parents and the
rights of God simultaneously at one place. Furthermore,
the Holy Qir’an hes ordained the duty of offering thanks
to the parents along with thanksgiving to the Lord.
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Wa gadd rabbuka an-lid la'budi illa iyyahu wa bil wali-

daini thadna. (17 ; 23)
+Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worehip none aave

Him and (that ye show) kindness to parents”.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (God be pleased with
him) relates “I submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be npon him) which deed will win the
highest favour of God?” The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) answered : “The prayer
whioh is offered at the appointed hour”. I submitted
aga.in:" «Next to this which other deed will win the

- grentest favour of God 1" The Holy Prophet (peace and

190
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “Good conduct
towards father and mother”. I again submitted : “And
next to this?” The Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘““Jihad (Fighting) in
the way of Allsh®. (Bukhari, Muslim)

Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) reports :
““One day a person went to the presence of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and submitted :
“I give my hand into your hand and swear sllegiance for
performing Hijrat and Jihad and I beseech a reward from
God in return for this”. The Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allak be upon him) enquired : ““Is one of
your parents alive ¥ He submitted: ‘“Yes, praise be
to God, both my father and mother are alive”’. Thereupon
the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : ‘** Well then do you really want tc reeeive
a reward from God for performing Hijrat and Jihad ?”
The man replied : “‘Yes, indeed, I beseoch reward from
God in return for thess acts'”. The Holy Prophet (peace
send blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ““Go then.
Attend to your parents and serve them well”, (M ualem)

Hadrat Abu Umama (God be pleased with him) relates :
‘*A man enquired from the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him): “O Prophet of God (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! What are the rights
of parents over their offspring ¥ The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed :
‘“Your entry into Paradise or Hell depends on your good
or bad conduot towards your parents’’. (1bn Majah)

In othor words, if you treat them well, you will be
sent to Paradise and if you violate the rights that your
parents have over you, you will be consigned to serve as

fuel for Hell-Fire’’. . |

. Be grateful to your parents. Thanksgiving and an
acknowledgetient of debt and gratitude are the firat duties
which s beneflciary owes to the Benefactor. It is o fact
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that the parents are the palpable cause for our exiatence.
Again, it is under their protection and upbringing that we
grow up to an age of maturity, The extraordinary self-
gacrifice, unparallelad devotion and deep affection with
which they patronise us demand that our hearts should be
filled with sentiments of reverence, indebtoedness, love and

‘an acknowlegoment of their magnanimity and every fibro

of our heart should pulsate with feelings of gratitude to
them. It is for this reason that God has ordained offering
of gratitude to parents along with thanksgiving to Him.

LA O

Anishkurli wali walidaika.

«(We willed) that you should offer thanks to Me and
remain grateful to your father and mother™.

Always try to make your parenta "happy. Do not say
anything in opposition to their will or temperament which
may displease them, especially when they are advanced
in age they acquire s peevish and irritable temperament.
In old age the parents start making unexpected demands
and begin proferring impossible claims. In this case also
tolerate their behaviour in good cheer and do not say
anything in anger in response to their demands whioh
may oause them pain and mey injure their feelings.
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Imma yablughanne ‘indakal kibara qﬁadﬁ-humn au
ELilahuma fala taqullohuma uffin wa la tanharhuma.

“If one or both of thy parents reach an advanced age
with thee, say not ‘fie’ unto them nor rep~' them’.
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As a matter of fact, the strength to tolerate unpleagant,

things is sapped during old age ang weakness increageg
the sense of self-importance in olq People. Henes they
react sensitively to even the minor offonsive matters,
Keeping in view their delicate and sensitive nature, do

not let your parents fee] angry by any of your words or
deeds,

Haglr_a.t ‘Abdullah b. Amr (God be pleased with him)
relates that the Holy Prophet {(peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him) affirmed : «“The Pleasure of God is containeg
i the pleasure of the father éven as His displeagure ig

contained in the displeasure of the father.”
(Térmidhi, Ivn ibban, Hakim)

In other words, &ny one who wants to please Gogd
should seek the Pleasure of his father, for if the father
18 angry, the favour of God cannot be earned, The one
who makes his father angry provokes the wrath of (God.*

Another statement of Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God bhe
pleased with him) runs as foliows - “A man left hijg

parents weeping and came to the presence of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for the.
purpose of offering allegiance to the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) for Hijrah, The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be uporn  him)
observed to him: *@o back to yoar parents and return
after making them happy as you came after leaving them
erying”, | (4bu Dawyg)
. Do service to your parents with heart and soul. If God

worlds and man obtains salvation from the calamitios of

this world and the next. Hadrat Anas (God be pleased swith
him}_ relates : |
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«“Any man who desires that his life should be pro-
longed and his subgistence may be increased ought to do
gﬁod gervice to his parents and show kindness to them’.

(4L-Targhib-o-Tarhib)

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah bes
upon him) has observed : |

“Let that man be disgraced, and disgraced again and
let him be disgraced even more”., The people enguired :
«() Prophet of God (peace and bleasings of Allah be upon
you) who is that man?”’ The Prophet of God (peace and
bleasings of Allak be npon him) affirmed : “I refer to the
man who finda his parents old in age—-—both of them or
one of them——and yet did not earn entitlement to
Paradise by rendering good service to them™. (M yslim)

On one oocasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allsh be upon him) gave precedence to the obligation of
looking after one’s parents over cne of the supreme forms
of worship like Jihad. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allab be upon him) forbade a companion (God
be pleased with him) to proceed on Jihad and urged him
to look after his parents. |

Hadrat *‘Abdullah ibn “‘Amr (God be pleased with him)
relates that a person camse to the presence of the Haly
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him) with
the intention of participating in the Jihad. The Holy
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
enquired from him : ‘““Are your father and mother alive?!’’
He submitted : “Yes, they are alive’’. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) theresupon
observed : ‘Go and render good servioce to them. This
is the Jihad”. (Bukhari, Muslim)

. Respect and adore your .pu.rantd and do not show dis-
respect to them by & single word or action. The Holy

Qur’an affirms :
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Wa qullahuma gaulan karimd. (17 : 23)
‘““But speak to them a gracious word”.

On one occasion Hadrat ‘Abdullabh b. ‘Umar (God
be pleased with him} enquired from Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas
(God be pleased with him): *“Do you wish to ward off
Hell and gain entry into Paradise ?"* Ibn ‘Abbas (God be
pleased with him) answered : *“Yes, why not; I swear in
the name of God I cherish this desire’”. Hadrat Ibn ‘Umar
(God be pleased with him) then asked : *“Are your parents
alive " Ibn ‘Abbaa (God be pleased with him) replied :
““Yes, my mother is alive”. 1bn ‘Umar (God be pleased
with him) remarked : “If you talk to them in a polite
manner and look after their needs and feed them well, you
will certainly be admitted to Paradise provided you abstain
from capital evils’. - (4l-Adab-ul Mufrad)

Hadrat Abu Huraira {God be pleased with him) once

saw two men. He asked one of them : *“What is your
relationship with the other man’? The person replied :
“He is my father”. Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be--pleaged
with him) thereupon advised him, ‘Look, never call him
by his proper name, walk ahead of him nor sit before he

~ takes his seat’’. : (di-Adab.ul Mufrad)

. Be faithful and humble towards ynur parents.

1 - e * B .
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Wakhfid lahuma jandhadh dhulli mingr rakmah.
"And luwar unto them the wing of submission thrnugh
' mercy’’. | (17 : 23}

To offer humble obedience to parents implies to pay
oconstant regard to their dignity. Do not assumo a haughty
attitude towards them, nor treat them with insolerice.

-y
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Love your parents and consider this act as a privilege and
a source of reward in the eternal world. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas
{God be pleased with him) relates that the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :

““The pious offspring who casts a single look of affee-
tion at Lis parents receives a reward from God equal to
the reward of au accepted Hajj.”” The people submitted :
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you) : If someone casts a hundred such glances of love
and affection at his parents, what then %> The Holy
Prophet -(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
obgerved : ‘“‘Yes, indeed, even if one does so a hundred
time a day, he will get a hundred fold reward. God is
far greater than you imeagine and is completely free from
petty narrow mindedness,” . (Muslim)

Obey your parents with full devotion. Even if they show
some intransigence, obey their will cheerfully. Keeping

‘in view the great favours which they have done to you,

try to fulfil all their demands willingly which may .be
offensive to your own taste or temperament, provided, of
course, they are not derogatory to the teneota of religion.

 Hadrat Aba Sa‘id (God be pleased with him) narrates

that a person came %0 the presence of the Holy Prophet
(peace and Dlessings of - Allah he upon him) from Yemen,

- The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upoen

him) enquired from him: *“Do you have any relations
in Yemen-$' He submitted : ‘‘Yes, my father and

‘mother are there”’. The Holy Prophet (peace and blesi-

ings of Allah be upon him) then asked : '*Did they give
you permission to jeave 1' He submitted : **No, I did
not take their permission”, The Prophet of (God (peace
and blessings of Allah beé upon him) thereupon obgerved :
“'Go back then and ask the permission of your father and
mother. If they agree, come back and join the Jihad,
otherwise, attend on them and reader good wervice to
them”’, - (Abu Dawud)
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Realize the value of rendering obedienco to parents
from the fact that a man came from miles intendiug to
join the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allahbe
- upon him} in Holy war for the glory of religion, vet the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
turned him back paying: *“You can join the Holy War only
if both your father and mother allow you to do so”.

Hadrat Tbn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) reports
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) ohbserved : “The man who wakes up in the
morning having previously discharged all the duties and
obligations laid uwpon him by God concerning his parents,
be will find the two gates of Paradise open for him on
waking up in the morning ; and in ease. there is only one
parent, the person will find one door of Paradise open for
him:. And in contrast if & man wakes up in the morning
having previously disreg-~ded any obligations or dutiea laid
upon him by God conoerning his parents, ¥hen he will ind
two gates of Hell open for him on waking up in the
morning ; and in case one of the parents is alive, then the
man will find one gate of Hell open for him’'.. The man
submitted : ‘“O Prophet of God (peace and ble:sings of
Alish be upon you), if the parents are treating him
wrongly, what then?’ The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : 'Yes, even if
they are treating him wrongly; yes, indeed, even if they are
treating him wrongly”, (M izhkat)

. Consider your own goods as the property of youar parents
and apend your capital on them with an open hand. The

Holy Qur’an affirms :
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 Yus'alunaks midha yunfigina gul ma onfagium min

10.

 khairin falil walidaing. (2 216)

They ask thee, what they shall spend. Say what ye
spend for good must go to paren 7, -

On one ocoasion & man ceme to the presence of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

and complained that his father took whatever goods he

wanted from him:. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be npon him) sent for that man’s father. An nldﬂ
infirm men came walking with the help of a stick. When
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) interrogated him on the point, the old man submit-
ted : “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon you)l There wasa time when I was strong and
he was weak and helpless. I had money and he was empty-
handed. I never forbade him then to lay hia hands on
anything that I possessed. Today, he is strong and
heslthy and I am old and infirm. He has money and I
am empty-handed. He now denies me access to his goods”,
Upon hearing this tale of the old man, the Benefactor of the
humanity (peace and blessings of Ailleh be upon him} burst
into tears and addressing the son of the old man
observed : *“You and your goods are the property of your
father”,

Even if your father and mother are non-Muslims, treat
them well. Continue to pay them respect and devotion
and serve them faithfully. However, in case they command
you to become a polytheist or indulge in & sinful act,
refuse to obey them and sternly repulse their demand.
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Wa in jahadaka ola antushriks bimd laiss laka biki

‘ilmun fala tuti ‘huma wa sahibhuma fiddunya ma ‘rigfa,
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. “And if your (parents) pressurise you to associate
gome one with Me of which you have no knowledge, obey
them not, yet continue to treat them well in the world.”

Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) stetes : “In
ihe gacred lifetime of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Alish be upon him), my mother vigited me on ons
ooccasion. She was a polytheiat at that time. I submitted
to the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) : “My mother has come to pay me & visit and she
is an unbeliever in Islam. How should I treat her ¥’ The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be npon him)
observed : <Yes, you should continue to ghow kindness

to your mother”, | (Bukhari)

11. Offer prayers begging grace for your parents, Bring to

12.

mind their fervent appeals to the Lord and beg His mercy

" for them with & zealous and sincere heart. God

ordains

-
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Waqul rabbirhamhumd kama rabbayani saghira.

“And say : My Lord! Have mercy on them both
as they did care for me when I was little.”

In other words, say: ‘O Creator, with mérny,

~ devotion, affection and love my Lord they reared me in

childhood and saerificed their own pleasure and ease for
my sake but, they, in their infirmity and helplessness of
old age, are more deserving of kindness and love then
I ever was. God! Ican pay them no recompense. Do
patronise them and show them merey in their miserable
state’. |

Observe special care in looking after your mother, BY
nature, the mother is weak and more sensitive and needs
your better treatment and. devotion. Moreover, her

favours and sacrifices are comparatively far greater than
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“the fnthar Hence religion has conceded profamtml rights
to the mother and has enjoined upon the believers to treat

their mothers with special consideration. The Huly Qur'an
s.ﬂ'irmﬂ
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Wa wassainal insdna biwalidaihi thsdnid. Hamalal-hu

ummuhu kurhan wa wada' aﬂm kurhan we hamlubu wa
Jisaluhag thaldthinag shakra. 5 (48 : 15)

~ “And We have commanded unto man kindness to-
wards parents, His mother beareth him with suffering,
bringeth him forth with suffering, baarmg of him and
“weaning of him is thirty months’.

While enjoining upon the believers to show good
behaviour towards both father and mother, the Holy
Qur’an has drawn a poignant pioture of constant suffering
of pain end hardships by the mother and has excellently
pointed out in a paychological manner the fact that the
devoted mother deserves comparatively more of your
serviee and kind behaviour than your father.- The same
fact has been elucidated in greater detail by the Prophet
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him)
reports: ‘‘A man came to the presence of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings,of Allah be upon him) and submitted :

‘O Prophet’ of God (peaee and blessings of Allah be upon

you'! Who deserves the noblest treatment from me ?”
‘The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : “Your mother’’, He again submitted :
“And next ¥ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
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Allah be upon him) observed : “Yout mother”. When the -
man submitted for the fourth time: "‘‘And who next” ?

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : **Your father”. (Al-Adabul Mufrad)

Hadrat Jihma (God be pleased with him) paid s oall
on the Hely Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and submitted: O Prophet of God (peace and |
blessings of Allah be upon you)! I wish to join you in
the Jihad and have come to solicit your guidance in this
matter. I seek your command’’. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon bim) enquired from him :
“Tg your mother alive?” Jahma (God be pleased with him)
submitted : ‘Yes, she is alive’’. Thereupon the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), said
«“Return to her then and devote yourself to her service, for

Paradise lies under her fest™. (Ibn Majak, Nasa's)..

Hadrat Awais (may God show him mercy} was & 0on-
temporary of the Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of
_Allah be upon him), but he could never attain the pri-
vilege of calling on the Holy Pr ophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him). He had an old mother to whose
service he devoted himself day and night. He cherished
a great desire to see the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah-be upon him) and it was but natural for every
Muslim to have a burning desire to catch a glimpse
of the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah
he upon him). Hadrat Awais (God be merciful to him)
indeed wanted to pay a call, yet the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade him to come.
Similarly, Hadrat Awaia (mercy of God be on him)
cherished an ambition to discharge the obligation of Hajj,
yet as long as his mother remsined alive, Hadrat Awais
(God be merciful to him) never set out for the Hajj alone.
He fulfilled the desire to perform Hajj only after his
mother’a demise. ' -

13. Treat your foster mother well. Do service to hér snd
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show her respect and adoration. Hadrat Abu Tufail (God
be pleased wath him} states : “I once witnessed the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
diatributing meat at a place called -Ja‘rana’, Praauntly,
s lady arrived and approached near the Holy Prophet

- {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The Prophet

of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) spread
out his sheet for her and the lady sat on it. I enquired
from the people, ‘“Who is this lady?’ - The people told me :
“This lady is the foster mother of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him). (Abu Dawid)

Remember® your parents after they have passed away.
Observe - the following etiquettes to render good service to

‘your deceased parents :

1. Offer prayers continuously invoking mercy of God
upon your dead father and mother,

The Holy Qur’an enjoine upon the picus to say this
prayer :

.-ll.!.l.-.-i.-.-l " Ja - I I 1
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Rubbmnugh firli waiiwﬁl-idayyu wa il mo’minine yauma

- yaqumil hisdb,

O our Lord! Grant forgiveness toc me and my parents
and pardon all the faithful on the day of Reckoning.

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) states:
“When the deceased is elevated to high degrees of favour,
he enquires in astonishment : “How so!”’ He is informed

- by God, “Your offsprings have been offering prayers

begging mercy for you (and God has accepted those
petitions of mercy)’.

Hadrat Abu Huraira {(God be,plaaaed with him} also
states : |

‘“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) observed: The opportunity to do something
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ends with one’s desth, yet there are _three things which
continue to afford benefit to him after death-—a reourring
charitable act ; knowledge which he hes imparted to others
from which people derive benefit and thirdly, pinua_uﬁ'agr-
ings who continue to offer prayers invoking mercy of God
apon him.

. Fulfil all the contracts snd promises made by Yyour
~ parents and carry out their will. Your parents must have
made many sgreements with some people, they might have
made & covenant with God ; they might have taken &
vow ; they might have promised to deliver goods to some-
one ; they might have owed a debt to somebody but were
unable to discharge ‘it before death overtook them ; they
might have made a will at the time of their death.
Fulfil all these obligations to the extent of your means.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him)
narrates: “Hadrat Sa‘d b. ‘Ubeda (God be pleased with
him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allsh bs upon him}, “O Prophet of God (peace and
bleasings of Allah be upon you) ! My mother had taken
a vow, but she expired Yefore discharging it. Can I carry
out the vow on her behalf ¥’ The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : **Why not |
You must carry out the vow taken by her™,

. Show good conduct to the friends of your father and the
female compsanions of your mother, Treat them with
respoct. Seek their advice just as you seek the advice of
your elders and pay due regard to their opinions and advice.
On one occszion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him) observed : «There is no superior deed
of piety than that' man should do good service to the
companions and friends of hia father’'. |
| Once Hadrat Abu Dards (God be pleased with him}
foll ill and his condition continued to aggravate till they
lost all hopes of his life, Hadrat Yusuf b, ‘Abdullah (God
be pleased with him) made a long journey and came fto
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enquire after his health. On seeing him, Hadrat Abu
Darda asked in astonishment: ‘“How are you .here !’
Yusuf b. ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him) replied :
“I have come here only to enquire after your health, for
you were on terms of deep friendship with my late father”,

Hadrat Abu Barda (God be pleased with him) relates :
“When I arrived in Medinah, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God

be pleased with him) paid me a visit and said : ‘‘Abu

Barde (God be pleased with you), do yon know why I
have come to see you?’’ I replied : *“‘No. I have no idea
why you have come here.”’ Thereupon Hadrat ‘Abdulleh b,
‘Umar (God be pleased with him) said : “I have heard
the Prophet of God (pease and blessings of Allah be upon
him} as affirming : ‘“The man who wishes to render good
service to hie father, who ia in the grave, ought to show
good treatment to his father’s companions and friends,”
Having related this saying of the Holy Prophet (peace

-and blessings of Allah be upon him) ‘Abduliah b. ‘Umar

(God be pleased with him) remarked : “Brother, my
father ‘Umar and your father (God be pleased with him)

- were on terms of deep friendship., I wish to commemorate

18,

this friendship and fulfil its duties.” (Ibm Hibban)

. Show constant good treatment to the relations of your

parents gnd entertain full respect and pay due regard to
the sanctity of these oconnexions. An indifferent and
irresponsible conduoct towards these relations is tantamount
to treating your own parents with indifferenos and
negligence.  The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Do not observe indiffer-
ence towards your ' forefathers. To show carelessness in
your oconduct towards your parents is to display ingrati-

tude to God.” | |
If, God forbid, you have been guilty of negligence in treat-
ing your parents well or discharging your full obligations

~ towards them during their lifetime, do not despair of
- God’s mercy. Offer prayers constantly invoking blessings
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of God upon your deceased parents. It is possible God
may forgive your sin of negligence and admit You ameng
the ranks of the pious people.

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates : The .
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
affirmed : -

“If & person does not observe filial devotion to his
parents during their lifetime, and both parents or one of
them passes away, the person ought to offer prayers for
his deceased parents and beg His Mercy and bessech Him
Yo grent salvation to them till God in Hijs Mercy ordains
their admission to the rolls of the pious people’’.



Etiquettes of
Married Life

The sublime oculture and civilization which lslam
envisages oan only come into existence when we succeed
in building up the struoture of & righteous society. And
a atable and well-organized family system is a prerequisite
for the birth of a righteous society. Family life begins with
the sacred matrimonial connexion hetween huaband and wife
and the development of this connexion into a permanently
" happy and pleasant matrimonial life chiefly depends on the
full awareness of the etiquettes and dutiss of marital life
in both husband and wife and their zeal, sinocerity and
devotion to observe those etiquettes and discharge obliga-
tions of married life. Let us in the first place deal with
those etiquettea and obligations which concern the husband
and then we shall proceed to discuss the etiquettes and
duties to be observed by the wife.

. Treat your wife well in life. Discharge your obligations
towards her with a liberal heart and adopt a favourable and
solf-aacrificing attitude im every matter concerning youar
wife. God ordaina :

. e 1 -
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| Wa dshirshunna bilma'rufi.
“And live with them in & good manner”,

In a sermon to & mammoth oongregation om the eve
of Hn]]n-tul-WIdah {Laat Hajj) of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allsh be upon him), the Hely Prophet (peace
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“O people ! Listen ! Behave well towards women, for
they are like captives with you. You have no right to
give them harsh treatment save in the case whon they show
open disobedience, 1f they are guilty of disobedience, keep
away from them in the bed room. In case you punish them,
take care not to cause them severe injury. When they come
round and obey your will, do not find pretexts to hargass

-them. Listen carefully ! you have some rights over your
wives and your wives have some rights over you. They
owe an obligation to you not to let your beds be trampled
by anyone whom you dislike and not let anyone trespass
into your house whose visit you do not like. And
listen, you owe & duty to them to feed them well and provide
good clothing to them”, (Riyad-ua-Salihin)

In other words, make such provigions for their feading
and clothing as are befitting to a marital relationship of

unique intimacy, union of hearts and a Bpirit of companion-
ship,

2. Entertain a good opinion about your wife as far as possible
and adopt an attitude of politeness, toleration and magna-
nimity for the sake of amicable living with her. If she
lacks beauty of face or person or is deficient in good
manners, morality, good sense or skill in household affairs,
bear these faults with patienoce, Look to0 her virtues and
maintain & harmonious rolationship by means of
gonerosity, liberality of mind and self-sacrifice. God
ordains ;

oE . Ja & -
Was-sulbhu khair.
““And amity contains goodness.'

And the believers are enjoined upon as follows :
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Fa-in-karihtumahunna fa-‘asd anlakrahu shai'an we yo ')
alallahu fihi khairan kathire. (4 - 19)

«For if ye hate them it may happen that ye hate a
thing wherein Allah hath placed much good™,

The same subject has been elucidated by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in the
following Tradition :

«“No believer should hate his pious wife. If he diB-
likes one habit of his wife, it is possible he may like her
for gome other aspeets of her charaoter’.

As a matter of fact each woman has some weakness of
one sort or another and if the husband turns against
her on account of her bearing a certain deficiency and
conceives a hatred for her, a pleasant home life becomes
impossible for the conple. Commonsense dictates that man
should adopt a liberal attitude and reposing his trusb in
God should endéavour to live amicably with his wife. It
is possible that God may vouchsafe to that man. merely for
the sake of this woman, such bounties which his limited
mind cannot comprehend. For instance, this woman may
possess excellent virtues of religion, faith, character and
morality in reward for which God may shower blessings
upon her own family or may be a pious soul is born of
this woman who may prove beneficial for the whole mai-
kind and may serve as a Sadaqga Jariah (Contining Charity)
in favour of the father till the end of his life, or perhaps
the woman may serve as a means of reforming the charaoter
of her man and thus may help him to gain proximity to
Paradise or it may be that God may bless this man with
large subsistence and prosperity because such a blessing
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of prosperity was destined for his wife. At any rate, do
not ruin your married life impetuously on the grounds of
an apparent defect im the woman. On the other hand, be

wise and try to promote gradually an atmnaphera of happi-
‘ness and coneord in the home,

. Adopt an attitude of forgiveness and Lkindness. Forget
all the faults of omission, stupid actions and disobedient
attitude of your wife. The woman is deficient and weal
in wisdom and commonsense and bears an extremely
passionate temperament. Hence try to bring her round
with patience, calmness, kindness, affection and devotion,

Try to get along with her with patience and restraing.
God ordains :
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Yi-ayyuhalladhing amanu itnna min azwdjikum wa

aulddibum aduwwwan lakum Jahdharihum wa-in te fi

wﬁmsfaﬁﬂ we taghfiri fa-innallaha ghafirurrahim,
(Attaghabun : 14)

“O ye who believe ! verily, dmong your wives and your
children, ‘there are enemies for You, therefore beware of
them. Andif ye efface and overlook and forgive, then
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful’’.

The Holy Prophst (pemcc and blessings of Allah be
upon him) affirmed :

‘“Be good to women. The woman has been created oyt
of the rib and the uppermost part of the rib ends in 8
curve ; 80 if you try to straighten out the ourve, it will
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break, vet if you leave it alone, the curve will remain.
Hence, be good to women'’. (Bukhari, Muslim)
. Treat your wife politely and show love and affection to
her. The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be
upon him} has affirmed : |

“The believers who possess perfect faith are those who
digplay the best manmers, and the best among you are

those who treat their wives in the best possible manner’.
(Tirmidht).
Politeness and tenderness of behaviour can best be
judged in the home. People are constantly living amidst
their family members and the real temper and moral con
duct of man is completely revealed in the free and uninhibit-
ed atmosphere of the home. It is & fact that only such
believers possess perfect faith who displsy civility, kind.
ness and affectionate behaviour towards. their family
. members and who support, sympathise, love and adore
inmates of their household.

Hadrat ‘A’isha {(God be pl eased with her) reports : I
used to play with dolls along with my playmates iIn ‘the
house of the Holy FProphet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). On the arrival of the Holy Prophet {peace -
and blessings of Allah be upon him) all of them used tc
hide themselves in the nooks and corners of the house. The
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
used to search out eaeh one of them and send.them to join
me in the play’. (Bukhdari, Muslim)

Once on the occasion of Hajj, the camel of Hadrat
Safiya {God be pleased with her) sat down on the ground
and she was therefore left behind while the entire caravan
passed on. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) came to her and found her waeping without
restraint. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) stood there wiping off her tears with the edge
of a sheet with hiz own holy hands. Wihile the. Prophet
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) wiped
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off tears from her eyes, she (Qod be pleased with her)
continued to weep unrestrainedly for a long time”.

. Make liberal provisions for all the needs of your wife and
do not stint in expenses. Feel a sense of pleasure and
comfort in spending your lawful earnings on members . of
your family. Yov owe an obligation to your wife to
provide her with food and clothing and to struggle
energetically, in order to earn enough money to discharge
this obligation, is the most pleasant duty of & husband.
The performance of this duty with an open and cheerful
heart earns for the believer the reward of a happy marital
life in this world and a favourable recompense and bounty

in the world to come, The Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed :

““You spend a dinar in the way of God ; you spend
another dinar to ransom a slave ; you give away one dinar
a8 alms t0 & beggar ; and there iz one dinar which you
spend on your family, Among all these, the dinar that
will earn the best reward and blessings of God is the one
which you have spent on you family”. (Muslim)

. Teach your wife the rules and manners enjoined by religion
Let her observe Islamic morality and make her life grace-
ful. Make every possible effort to train and monld her
according to the Islamic pattern of life so that she may
prove to be a good wife, good mother and a pious devotes
of God and may discharge her duties as a wife efficiently
and faithfully. God affirms :

e 282 o SN ¥ el L " AL
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Ya-ayywhalladhin manu gi anfusakum wa dhlikwm narg.

“0 ye who believe! Save yourselves and your farmly
from the Fire of Hell”, '

As the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) devoted himself to preaching and teaching the laws
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of religion outside the home, likewire he continued to per-
form the same function inside his home. Making an
illusion to thia fact, the Holy Qur’an addresses the wives
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him } in these words :

‘*And remember the verses of God and the matters
of wisdom that are conveyed to you in your house’’.

The Qur’an has sadvised the believers through the
ministry of the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) :
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Wa'mur ablaka bigsaldts wastabir ‘alathd,

“And urge upon the inmates of your house to observe
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourself
too™.

The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) affirms :

“When & man wakes up his wife during the night
and they offer two Rak’ahs of Prayers together, God
ordains that the man’s name should be included in the
roils of the male remembaerers of God and the woman’s name
in the register of those females who offer praises to (jod
and rememhber Him,” (dbu Dawud)

The second Caliph Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with
him) used to stand all night offering devotions to God.
Near the hour of dawn lhe used to wake his wife saying :
“Rise, get up and say prayers’”, and later he (God be
pleaged with him) usad tu recite this verse also :
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Wa mur ahiak bis-salatr wastabir a'laiha.



213

‘“And urge upon the inmates of ycur house to observe
prayers and fully abide by this obligation yourse!f *’.

. If you possess several wives, show equal treatment to all of
them. The Holy Prophet (peace and hlessings of Allah be
wpon him) used to observe great care in dispensing equal
treatment to his wives. On the eve of setting out for a
journey the Prophet of God {peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) used to draw lots and took with him the wife
whose name was decided by the toss. Hadrat Abu Huraira
(GGod he pleased with him) states that the Holy Prophet
{peace ahd blessings of Allah be upen him) observed :

‘‘]1f & man has two wives, birt does not treat them witls
equality and even.handed justice, lhe shall he resurrected
on the Day af Judgement in such a condition that half of
his body. is paralvsed’. (Tirmidhi)

‘Justice’ and ‘equality’ imply to treat them equally in
all matters and show the same kind of behaviour to each
wife. As regards the fact that a man may be specially
attracted towards one wife or may be drawn fo her or
cherish deeper feelings of love for her, God will award no
punishment to the man for it.

. Obey your husband with a willing heart and feel pleasure
and satisfaction in heing faithful to him. This is what
God commands a wife to do and the believing woman who
acts according to the will of God wins His Favour. The
Holy Qur’an affirms :
L T T
Sl Cedlall
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Fas sqlihdtu ganilatun,

“The pious wives are those who show obedience to
their husbands”.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) obgerved :
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- ““No womsan should keep fast without the Permission of
her busband”. | | {(Abu Dawud)

Stressing the importance of rendering obhedience and

'davutiun to her husband, the Holy Prophet (peace and

bleasings of Allsh he upon him) has warned the
woman

""There are two tvpes of persons whose prayers do not
rise above their heads—the prayer of & slave who deserts
his master until he returns to his service and the prayer
of & woman who shows disobedience to her husband until
she recants from this behaviour”.

(Ai-Targhib-o-Al-Tarhib)

Protect your honour and chastity. Keep away from al|
matters or activities which contain a possible threat to
violate your honour or chastity. Thisis what God comm.
ands and it is also an essential prerequisite for making your

marital life happy and pleasant. No amount of devotion
and obedience of the wife can win the heart of her hushand

if the geeds of suspicion about her infidelity are once sown
in his mind. Even an ordinary act of carelessness on the
wife’s part may Prompt the devil to fill the heart of her
hushand with indeljble doubts and suspicions. Henece

keeping in view this human weakness, exercise utmost
vigilance in such matters.

The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) hag affirmed - ,

“'If the woman offers Prayers five times a day, protects
her honour and chastity, remains faithful to her husband,
she may enter Paradise by whichever gate she likes”’,

(AL{-Targhib-o-4 I-Tarhib)

Do not go out of the house without leave or permission of
your husband. Do not call at homes of which your husband

disepproves, nor admit anyone into your house whom yuur'
huchand dislikes.
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 Hedrat Mu‘ddh ibn Jabal (God be pleased with him)
narrates that the Prophet of God (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed:

It is not lawful for a woman who believes in God to
admit a man into her house whose visit is disapproved by
her hushand or that she should go out of the house against
her husband’s will or she should obey the will of someone
else in opposition to her husband’s wishes’’.

(Ai-i"urghib-p-AI-Turﬁib}

n other words, obey the wishes of your husband, even

wateh and be mindful of the slightest indications of

‘his approval or disipproval. Do not follow the counsels of
others which are in opposition to the will of your husband.

11. Tt should be your permanent concern to make your
husband happy by your words, actions, behaviour and
manners. 'Thia is not only the real sacret of a successful
marriage, but & means to win the favour of God and admit-
tance into Paradise. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : |

‘‘The woman who dies in such a state that her husband
was entirely satisfied and in concord with her, will certain-
ly enter Paradise”. (Tirmidhi)

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed :

«When a man ocails his wife to fulfil the sexual urge
and she declines and for this reason the husband remains
angry with her all night, the angels send curses upon auch
a wife till dawn.” ) (Bukhari, Muslim)

12. Love your hushand and value his companionship. He is
the adornment of your life, your life’s support and a great
companion and helper in the course of your life. Give
thanks to God for this great Bounty and value this Bounty
too with all your heart and soul. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ohserved on
one ocoasion :
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“For the two who love one another there ia no bhetter
thigg than the ‘Nikah’ (matrimonial tie)"’.

Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her) cherished
deep love for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be uwpon him). When iliness overcame the Holy
Prophet of God (peace and blessinga of Allah be upon him),
Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her) spoke with
genuine concern: “Would God that I had fallen ill
inatead of you, O Holy Prophet of God (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon you)!” - At this expression of deep
love by Hadrat Safiyya (God be pleased with her), the other
wives of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) looked towards her in astonishment, Theeupon

the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon

him) observed :

“Bhe ia'not merely making a show of her affection ;
she is expressing her genuine Jove'’.

Acknowledge the debt of gratitude you owe to your
husband and remain grateful to him. Your greatest
benefactor is your hushand who is always concerned with
making you happy, providing for your needs and feels
satisfied when he has made all provisions for your comfort.

Hadrat Asma’ (God be pleased with her) narrates the
Tradition : T was once with my neighbour frienda when
the Holy Prophet (peace aud blessings of Allah be upon
him) passed near me. He (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said ‘Salam’ (peace be on you) to us and observ-
ed : ‘“Avoid being ungrateful to those whom you owe &
debt of gratitude. One of you, for instance, lives with her
parents in an unmearried state for a long period. Then God
confers upon her a husband. Subsequently, God grants
her offspring. Yet in spite of all these favours when she
feels enraged with her husband on some matter, she utters,

‘Never have I received anything good from you”.

(Al-4dad ul Mufrad)
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The Hnljr Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be
upon him) in & warning statement fo an ungrateful and
unthanking wife cbserved :

“On the Day of Judgement, God will not even look at

a woman who is ungrateful to her husband, despite the
fact that a wife can never get along without her husband™.
(Nasa't)

Feel happy in doing service to your husband and afford
maximum comfort to him at the sxpense of your own in-
convenience. Devote yourself to his welfate in all matters
and by means of this sincere service capture the deep
affections of his heart. Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be ploased
with her) used to wash the clothes of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blegsings of Allah be upon him} with her own
hands, annointed his sacred head with oil, combed his hair,
snd rubbed perfume on his holy peraon {peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him). The other contemporary pious
ladies - (God be pleased with them) served their husbands

~ in the same manner.

On one ocoasion, the Holy Prophet peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : |

«Tt is unlawful for s human being to prostrate before
another human. If it had been permissible, the wife
would have been ordained by God to offer prostration to
her husband. The husband has the supreme right over
his wife, and such is the optimum degree of this right that
in case a husband’s whole body is covered with wounds and
the wife lioks them all with her tongue, the obligation she

owes to her husband is even then not discharged in full
measure’’,  (Musnad Ahmad)

Safeguard the home, property and goods of your husband,
After marriage consider the husband’s home as your own
and spend the wealth of your husband wisely and economi-
cally on the adornment of your home, On the enhancement
of the prestige of your husband angd on Bsecurirg a better
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future for your children. Consider the advancement and
prosperity of your husband as your own personal achieve-
ments. Praising the virtues of the women of the tribe
of Quraish, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah

be upon him) cbserved :
J
‘““How excellent are the women of the tribe of Quraish!

They are most affectionate towards children and most
efficient guardians of their hushand’s homes"’. (Bukhari)

Deseribing the virtues of a pious wife, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

obrerved :

| “Next to the fear of (God the most useful and the
bountiful reward for a believer is a pious wife. When he

- asks her to do something, she does it cheerfully. When
‘he looks at her, she pleases him to the core of his heart

When  he swears upon her trust, she fulfils

his ocath, When he goes away, she  protects
her honour and chastity in his absence and finally in super-
intendence of her husband’'s goods and property she
remains truly faithful and devoted to hia interest.”

(Ibn Majah)

Observe cleanliness, manage your household affairs wisely
and look after the decoration and furnishing of your
homes, Keep your house clean. Arrange everything tidily
and use things with proper care and skill. A ¢lean and
tidy home, neatly furnished rooms, good management
of household affairs and home economy and a
beautifully dressed and adorned wife wearing & pleasant
smile on her lips...... all this charges the home atmosphere
with currents of deep love and affestion and the marital
life is enriched with happinoss and blessings. This is the
only way for a wife to gain her personal salvation and to
win the favour of God.

On one oceasion during a meeting Hadrat ‘A’isha saw
that the wife of ‘Uthman b. Maz<in (God be pleased

#
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with bothk of thetn) was dressed in plain clothes and wore
no sdornments. Hadrat ‘X’isha (God be pleased w:th her)
was taken aback and enqu:red

“My good lady! Has your husband ‘Uthman gnna
out on & journey?"

You oan judge from the exnluma.tiun of Hadrat
‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) what a propitious act it

is for a married woman to adorn and beautify hersef for
her husband.

Once & Muslim lady of Medina (God be pleased
with her) presented herself before the Holy Prophet (peace
and b]eséingn of Allah be upon him). She was at that time
wearing gold bangles. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) expressed his disapproval
of her wearing the gold bangles. The lady submitted :

““O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
npon you)! If a woman does not adorn herself and make

her person attractive for her husband, she wonld scon lose
her value for him, (Naasa’i)



Etiquettes of
Bringing up
The Children

1. Consider your children as a bounty of God. Celebrate the
~ birth of a child with joy and exchange messages of congra-
‘tulation on such bccasions. Welcome the birth of children
with prayers for grace and blessings of God. Offer thanks
to the Lord that He has conferred upoun you the favour of
rearing one of His creatures and that He has afforded you
the opportunity of leaving behind an heir to rapraaernt
you in spiritual as well as mundane life.

2. If you are childless, pray to God for favour of granting
you pious offspring in the same manner as the venerable
Prophet of God Hadrat Zakaria (peace be apon him) had
prayed to God for the grant of pious offspring,
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Rabbi hablt min ladunka dhurriyyatan iayyibatan innaka
sami’ -ud-du‘a. (3 : 38)

Lord! Bestow upon me by Thy bounty goodly offspring.
Lo ! Thou art the Hearer of prayer”.

3. Do not feel downcast on the birth of a child, Strictly
guard againgt feeling remorse or considering the birth of a
child as & burden on account of financial hardship, ill-
health or for any other reason.

220
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4. Do not procure an abortion. Abortion or killing s child after
birth are both aciz of heinous barbarity, gruesome cruelty
and extreme cowardice and entail ruination in this world

and hereinafter God affirms :
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Qad khasi-ralladhing qutﬂiu aulddahum safahan bighair-
i-“¢im. (6 : 140)

““Those who kill their children out of their foolishneas
are the greateat losers”’.

In an. impressive condemnation of human short-
sightedness, God has clearly forbidden the genocide of

children :
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Waldtagiulic aulidakum  khashyale imlig nahnu
narzuquhum wa iyyadkum innd gatlahum kane khita'n
kabira, (17 : 31)

'~ “Slay not your children fearing poverty. Wa
shall provide for them and for you. Lo ! the slaying of
them is great sin’’, "

“On one occasion a companion (God be pleased with

him) enquired from the Holy Prophet (peate and blessings

~of Allah be upon him), “O Prophet of God {peace and
hiessings of Allah be upon you)! Which is the greatest

sin”’? The Holy Prophet {(peace and blessings of Allah be

yporr him) . observed : - “Polytheism’’. The companion

{God be pleased with him) again asked: “And what .
next"" The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of

Allah be upon him) observed : ‘‘Disobedience to parents’’.

The companion (God be pleased with him) enquired the
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third time : *‘And which sin is the greatest next to- it?”
In answer to this, the Holy Prophet of God (peace and
~ blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : *To kill your
children fearing that they will share your sustenance."

. At the time of delivery, reocite Ayat-ul-Kursi and tha:
following two verses of Surah Al.A‘raf near the pregnant
woman. Recite also Surah ‘Al-Falaq’ and Surah ‘An-Nas’
repeatedly and after each recitation blow your breath over
the woman awaiting delivery .
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- Allahu la-ilaha illahu-wal-hayyul gayyum lata’chudhuhi
sinatun wa ldnaum lahu ma fissamdwati wa ma Jit ard
man dhalladht yashfa'u indahu illa bi-idhnihi y'alomu
mad baina aidihim wa me bhalfahum wa la yubStuna bi.
shai-im-min *ilmihi illa bimd shd’a wasi‘e kursiyyu-hus-
samawali wal arde wa 13 yadduhi ktfzu&umu wa huwal-
‘aliyyul ‘azim. _ (2 : 256)

Allah ! Thara is no God save Him, tha Alive, the
Eternal. Neither elumber nor sleep overtaketh Him,
-unto Him belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and what-
soever is in the earth. Who is that intercedeth with Him
save by His leave ¥ He knoweth that which is in front



of themi and that which is behind them while they
encompass nothing of Hia knowledge save that what He
wills. His throne includeth the heavens and the earth and
He is never weary of preserving them. He is the Sublime,
the Tremendous’’.

The two verses of Surah A‘raf are as under :
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_ Inna rabbaku-mulla-bulladhi khalagas-samdwali wal-
arda fi sittali-aygyamin  thummasiowd ‘ealal ‘arshs
yughshillesl-annahdra yallubuhe ~ hathithan  wash-
shamea walgamara wannu-juma musakharatin bi-amrik.
Ala lahulbhalgu wal-amru. Tabarakallahu rabbul
‘alamin., Ud‘au rabbakum tadarrs‘an wae khufyah
snnahit 1d yahibbul mu‘tadin, (7 : 54-55).

. “Lo | your Lord is Allah Who oreated the heavens and
the estth in six days, and then sat upon the throne of his
Kingdom. Who makesithe night cover the day which is in
haste to follow it and has made the sun and the moon and
the stars subservient by His Command. His verily is ail
oreation and commandment. Bleesed be Allah the Lord of
* the worlde ! (O mankind) Call upon your Lord humbly and

" in secret. Lo | Ho loveth not aggreasors’’. ‘ .
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§. After birth, bathe the infant and say adhan in its right
~ and gomat in ita left ear. On the birth of ‘Hadrat
Husain (God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet

. {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had said adhan
and Jgamat in his ears”. (Tabrani):

The Holy Prophet (peace and bleusingé of Allah be
upon him) is also reported io have affirmed : “Whenever
someons begets & child and says Adhan in ite right and
Igamat in its left ear, the child is immunised against the
affiiction of Umm-ul-Sibiyan! by this act”. {Abu Yu'la)

There 15 great wigdom in conveying the names of God
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) to the ears of a new-born infant,

In his work entitled ‘Tuhfa-tul-Wadud’, ‘Allama Ibn
Qayyim observes: The significance of this act is that the
proclamation of the Greatness and Glory of God should be
the first to reach the ears of a human being”’. And the

affirmation of belief which he will render in full comscious-
ness later in order to enter the fold of Islam should be
conveyed to him in the very first day of his life a8 a man
js prompted to recite Kalimah Tauhid (Affirmation of
helief in One God) at the time of his death. Another
advantage of saying the ddhan and Igamat in the ears of
the child is that the devil, who lies in ambush planning %o
entrap the human being in trials, flees on hearing the
sound of ddhen and before the devil can draw the soul of
the child towards himself, the child is called towards Islam
and worship of God”". |

7 After the Adhan and Igamat geb & date chewed by some
pious man or woman and paste its pulp on the palate of
the infant and ask that man or woman to offer a prayer
invoking grace and blessings of God upon the child.
Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) reports: “When
Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with hir) was born I

1. “Imnt-ul-Sibiyan’' refers to Epilepsy which develops in children due
to polluted air. The chiidren faint under the effect of thia aihuont.
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put him in the lap of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him).- The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him} asked for a date,
chewed it and applied his sacred saliva inside the mouth
and pasted the chewed pulp of date on.the palate of
tAbdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him). After-
wards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

| upuﬁ him) offered a prayer invoking grace and blessings of
God upon the child”.

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) states :
«Infants were brought to the presence of the Holy Prophet
(peace snd blessings of Allah be upon himj. The Holy .
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used
to Tehnikl and pray for the favour and blessings of God
upon them. | (Muslim)

When Hadrat Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal {ma.y. God be
merciful to him) was blessed with a child, he asked for
Mecean date which was available in the home and requested

s pious lady Umm °‘Ali (may God ahﬂw her mercy} {o
perform the Tehnik.

8. Give your child a fine name, preferably a name resembling
that of the Prophets. (peace be upon them} or put a prefix
‘Abd with some attribute of God, just as ‘Abd-Allah or
‘Abd-Rahman, to make up a name for your child.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) has affirmed : “On the Day of Judgement, you

~ ghall be called by your names. 8o presoribe fine names for
yourselves’ . (4bu Dawud)
Furthermore, the Holy Prophet {peace and bl'aasings of
Allah be upon him) observed : ““Among all your names
‘Abdullah and, ‘Abdul Rahman ars the most favourite of
God’. In addition; the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upﬂn him) affirmed + ‘‘Prescribe those names

L

1. “Tehntk’ means to chaw the date into a soft pulp and apply this pqu
"on the palate of the infant,

L
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which resemble the names of the Prophets (peace be up.nn
them)*’. & |

It iz recorded in Bukhari that the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also observed :

““Name your children after my name, but do not give them
my ‘Kuniyyat’.

. If you have prescribed a wrong name due to ignorance,

change it and preseribe some good name. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to alter
wrong names. The name of one of Hadrat ‘Umar’s (God
be pleased with him} daughter was ‘Asiya. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

 changed it and named her J&mlln (God be pleased with

her). | {(Muslim)

The original name of Hadrat Zainab (God be pleased

~ with her) the daughter of Abu Salama (God be pleased with

him) wag ‘Berrah’, which means ‘the pious one’. On
hearing this name, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : “Do you make a self-
proclamation of piety?' The people submitted, “What
other name shall we prescribe then?’ The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) obgerved : *‘Neme her
Zainab®’, (dbu Dawud)

Perform the ‘dgiga ceremony on the seventh day of the
birth of a child. Sacrifice two lambs for a boy and one if
the baby is a girl, However, it is not obligatory to
slaughter two lambs for a boy. You may sacrifice one animal
also. Get the hair of the head of the baby shaved off and
give away in charity gold or silver equal in weight to
these hair. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) has observed :

“Prescribe & name for the child on the seventh day
after birth and perform ‘Agigat ceremony after getting

the baby’s head shaved off”’, : ~ (Tirmidhi)

1. See the prayst to be offered at the tims of ‘Aqgiga on p. 452,
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Get the male ehild circumecised on the seventh day safter

birth. However, if for some reason the operation is put
off, it is obligatory to get the eircumecision performed

befor the male ehild reaches the age of seven. Circumoision
i8 part of Islamic faith. |

When the child learns to speak, teach him first of all to
recite : A YN Y, Ig ilgha illallahy. (There is no god
but Allah). The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) has observed :

“When your offspring starts speaking, teach him to
recite’:— al!l ¥I &1 ' Lg iloka illullahu. (There is no god
but Allah} and never fear about his end. When the milk

teeth are uprooted, order your child to observe prayers’.

The Tradition also records that whenever a child in the
kousehold of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) began to speak, the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to teach him the
socond verss of Surah al-Furqan in which the concept of

the belief in One God has been beautifully expressod in a
conoise form,
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Alladhsi lahu mulkussamawiti walardi wa-lam yatiakhidh
waladan wa lam yakun lahu shartkun fil mulki wo
khalaga kulla shaiin fagaddarahu tagdird.

“He unto Whom belungeth the sovereignty of th-
heavens and the earth, He hath chosen no son nor hath
He any partner in the sovereignty. He hath created
everything and hath meted out for it'a role™
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Feed the ohild on your breast-milk, The mother owes this
obligation to the child. The Holy Qur’an has made repeated
references to this favour of the mother to her child and has
enjoined the pious to treat their mothers with extraordinary
devotion in return for their favour. It isthe duty of the
mother to inculeate in the soul of “the child belief in One
God, devotion Lo the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) and love of religion along with the drops of
her milk which she feeds to the child. She should make
sure that the heart and soul of her child ocompletely
assimilates the spirit of religion. Do not ease your burden
by transferring the duty of raa.rmg the child to a nurse.
Perform this pleasant obligation of? religion yourself and

. enjoy spiritnal satisfaction and ecstasy.
i4,

Avoid frightening the children, The fright instilled in the
mind of the child in the early years overshadows
his mind and intellect for the remainder of his life
and these children usually prove incapable of achieving
extraordinary success in life.

Make it & point not to shout at, reproach or rebuke children
on every trifling matter. Make an affectionate endeavour
to train the children to form good habits with devotion
and good sense instead of expressing annoyance or con-
tempt on the faults of children. However, act in such
& way that children must remain in fear that you will not
tolerate any of their actions which do not conform to the
dictates of religion. |

Always treat your children with affection, love and
tenderness. Xeep them happy by providing for their needs
and requirements according to your means, Promote

" septiments of loyalty and devotion in your children.

Once Hadrat Mu‘awiys (God be pleased with him)
asked Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him), “Say, in
what manner the offspring should be treated?”

Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him) answered :
“Amir-ul-Mo'minin, the offspring are the fruif of our



‘hearts, & support for our backs ; we are like the iky
providing a protective shade over them ; we are like a soft
and harmless ground on which- they recline. It is they
who give us the incentive to perform great deeds. Hence
if they demand snything from you, fulfil their demand
with a generous heart. If they are stricken with sorrow,
alleviate their grief. Consequently they will love you
‘and sappreciate your paternal concern, Do not be
an intolerable burden on them to the extent that they
should in annoyance wish that you were better dead than
alive and hate to come ncar you”. |

Hadrat Mu‘awiya (God bo pleased with him) was
deeply moved on hearing this wise speech of AAnaf ibn
Qais (God be plesssed with him) and remarked : ‘Ahnaf
(God be pleased with you) I swear in the name of God that
when you came and sat beside me I was burning with rege

against Yazid'.

Later, when Hadrat Ahnaf (God be pleased with him)
departed Hadrat Mu’awiya’s (God be pleased with him)
anger had cooled down and he felt reconciled to Yazid. He
at once sent two hundred dirhams and two hundred dressea
&6 & token of love to Yazid. On receiving these presents,
Yazid divided them into two equal portions and despatched
one hundred dirhams and a hundred dresses as & gift to
Hadrat Ahnef ibn Qais (God be pleased with him).

_ Pat the heads of children with afection; take them up and
seat them in your laps, fondle them and treat them in good
humour. Do not rule over them as an irate tyrant. Such
an attitude stunts the growth of affectionsate gentiments
towards parents in the hearts of children, destroys their
golf-confidence and adversely affects the development of
their inborn faculties.

On one occeasion Aqra’ ibn Habiz {God be pleased with
him) came to the presence of the Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peaoce
- and blessings of Allsh be upon him) was at thet time
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: 'engﬁ-gad in fondling Hadrat Hassan (God be pleased with

him). Aqra’ (God be pleased with him) felt rather surprised
and submitted, “QO Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon you)} do you also fondle children. I have

ten children and have never shown fondness to even one of
them" ——The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him} raised his eyes and taking a look at Aqra’
observed ; *If God has deprived your heart of kindness
and affection, what can I do!”

Hadrat ‘Amir (God be pleaged with him) held & high

‘post in the government during the reign of Hadrat Umar |

(God be pleased with him). He once paid a call at the
house of Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and was-
a.atnundeél_ to see that a few children had mounted the

_chest of the'_ Caliph and were engaged in play. The Caliph-

realized the feelings of annoyance writ large on the face of

‘Amir {God be pleased with him) snd enquired, “What

manner of treatment do you show "to your children ¥’
‘Amir (God be pleased with him) now got the opportunity

" to express his viewpoint on the matter, Hg said : “‘Amir-

ul-Mo’'minin, as soon as I enter my house the people of my
household are struck with terror and stand dumb with fear™.
On hearing this, Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him)
sald in a deep tone of sorrow :

s <Amir (God be pleased with you), you are a follower
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and yet are ignorant of the important injunction that
& Muslim should behave towards his family members with
extreme love and deep tenderness.”

Concentrate all your efforts to train and educate your
children in piety and honesty and consider the greatest
sacrifice too little to achieve this purpose. This is an
obligation lsid upon you by religion ; it is a favour you
owe to your children ; and it is the greatest good that you

can do to yourself. The Holy Qur'an affirms :
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~ +:0 Believers, protect yourself and the people of your
household from the ﬁrle of Hell”’,

The only means of obtaining salvation from Hell-Fire
js that man should be aware of all the requisite knowledge
about religion and his life should pass in loyalty n.n_d'
devotion to the commands of God and His Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him).

The Holy Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed : *‘The best gift that a father can
bestow upon his son iz to arrange good education and
training for him.” (M sshkat)

In addition to this, the Apostle of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) afirmed : ‘““The actions of
man cease with his death. But there are three deeds whose
reward and blessing continue to reach him even after death :
One that he should make 8 Sadage Jariah (Recurring
Charity). Secondly, he should leave behind a legacy of

knowledge from which people may continue to detive
benefit ; thirdly, pious offspring who continuously invoke

mercy of God upon him,” - - (Muslim)

'In fact the pious offspring are the only means of keep-
| iﬁg_ alive your cultural traditiona, religious doctrines and

the concept of faith in One God, after youn have expired.
The believer prays for pious offspring so that the younger
generation may keep the wesszge of the old generation
ever green and alive.

When the children attain the age of seven years, teach
them ‘Namaz' and urge them to observe prayers. Take them .
to the mosjue with you to arouse their interest. If the
children neglect to observe prayers when they have attained .
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the age of ten, administer suitable punishment to them.
By word and action make it absolutely olear to them that
¥You will not tolerate their evasion of saying prayers.

When the children attain the age of ten years, give them . |
separate beds to sleep in. The Holy Prophet (peace and.
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed :

“When Your children are seven yeara old, urge them

to observe prayers. When they attain the age of ten and
neglect saying preyers, punish them, and after this age .
provide separate beds for them to sleep in.” L

A]“‘fﬂf 8 keep yuur children clean and neat. Take care that
they are clean, neat and bathed. Keep their dress pure
and olesn, However, avoid excessive adurnment or ostent-
ation in dressing up ohildren, XKeep the dress of & female
ohild simple and clean. Do not spoil the nature of your
children by dressing them up in ga.udy and flambuoyant
clothes.

Do not point out the fanlts of your children in the presence
of others and etrictly abstain from degrading or hurting
the self-respect of your children.

Do not express your dismay at reforming your children in
their presence. Instead praise them generously even for
their ordinary virtues in order to booat up their morale.
Make constant endeavours to encourage them, and to foster
self.confidence and boldness in them so that they may strive
for the highest goals in the field of life.

Keep telling the children the stories of the Prophets (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon them), tales of the pious
people (God be- pleased with them) and episodes of the
courageous feats of the illustriouns companions of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), This
mnst be oonsidered an essential means of training,
oivilizing, character-building and arousing love for
religion among the young and despite countless other pre-
oconpations you must find some time to talk on thewe
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‘subjects with your children. Recite to them the Holy Qur'an

in a sweet rhythmical voice frequently and on ocoasions
relate to them the stirring stories and traditions of the life
and work of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

be upoa him). In this manner, you should try to inculcate

in the hearts of the young warm sentiments of true love
and devotion to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessines of
Allah be upon him). |

Let the children distribute food or money to the poor with
their own hands sometimes so that the virtues of liberality,
generosity and charity to the poor may develop in their
hearts. On ocoasions, let brothers and sisters distribute
shares of food or other eatables among themselves without
your aid. This will create in them an awareness of the
rights of others and accustom them to fair-dealing.

Do not comply with each legitimate or non-genuine desire
of the children. By means of patience and commonsense
teach them to give up this habit. Be strict with them at
times and do not turn them into obstinate and self-willed
youngsters by showering excessive love upon them.

Avoid thundering and shouting at the highest pitch of
your voice and urge the children to speak goftly in &
moderate tone and abstain from shouting or railing at each

. other.
28,

Inculeate the habit of self help in children. They should
not look to the servants to do every little job for them.
This habit makes the children lazy and crippled in some

~ ways. Foster the habits of sturdiness, hard work and

strenuous application among the children.

Tn the event of an altercation taking place among children,

do not lend undue support to your own child. You must
realise that the sentiments which yoa cherigh in your

heart for your child are exaotly the same which other

people have for their children. Keep in view the faults of
your own child and in all untoward ocircumastanceas try to
pinpoint the error and fault of your own child and then

A i
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make an earnest endeavour to eliminate these childish
shortcomings in a wise manner by exercising constant
vigilance.

Show equal treatment to all your children and avoid going
to extremes in the matter of behaving towards children.

If you are natumlly drawn towards a particular child then,.
of course, it* can’t be helped. Yet in bohaviour and
dispensation of requirements you must show equal treat-
ment and evenhanded justice. Do not show distinetive
favour to & child to the dismay of other children. This will -
foster inferiority complex, hatred and frustration and all

~ .thie will finally erupt into rebellious conduct. These evil

" sentiments greatly ® retard the development of natural

faculties of a child and leave an adverse effect on the moral

- and spiritual growth of the child’s personality.

On one occasion Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with

‘bim) took his son Hadrat Noaman (God be pleased iwith -

him) to the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blaeasings of Allah he upon him) and submitted : *“O Prophet
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! I
possessed one slave and I have transferred that slave to

‘the ownership of this son of mine”. The Holy Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allah bs upon him) enquired : “‘Have

. you given a slave to each of your sons i Hadrat Bashir

(God be pleased with him) submitted : “No”. Therenpon
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alish be mpon
him) commanded him : *“Take the slave back from him.

Fear (God and show equal treatment to all of your
children’’, ‘Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him)

" returned home and revoked the transfer of ownership of

the slave to No‘man. According to another traditon, the

| Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

had observed on that ooeasion: *“Do not make me a
witness of sin. I shall not be & witneas to injustice”. In

' yet another tradition it is reported that the Holy Prophet

(pence and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to
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Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) : “Do you wish
that all your sons should behave equally well towards yout”

Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him) submitted :

" <) Prophet of God {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you): Yes, why not I” The Holy Prophet (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘Do not act in
this manner then”. (Bukhari, Muslim)

Always pregsent s good practical model before the chiidren.
Your own life style serves as a mute and permanent
precept for your children. Children constantly learn and
adopt lessons from your own conduct in life. Do not tell

a lie even as a matter of fun before the children.

Hadrat ‘ KBdullah b. ‘Amir (God be pleased with him)
relates an episode from his own life as follows : *‘One day
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) was present in our house, my mother called for

. me and said : “Come here, I have something for you".

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
was watching. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed to my mother, ‘“What is it that yon want
to. give to the child 7’ My mother submitted : “I wish

to give him s date”. The Holy Prophet (peace and

blﬂauingu of Allah be upon him) observed : “If you had
ealled the boy on the pretext of giving him something and
in fact did not give him anything on his arrival, surely
thig sin of falsehood would have been added to the scroll
of your deeds™. | | (Abdu Darwnd)

Celebrate the birth of & female child with ‘s much rejoicing
as you observe on the birth of a male child. Boy or girl,
bhoth are a gift from God and only He knows better whether
& boy or & girl is propitious for you. It does not behove
a feithful of God to demure or feel crest-fallen on the birth
of & girl. Such behaviour im the height of ingratitude and

an ingolence towardu ‘the Omniscient and Merciful God.

The Tradition records : *“When a girl is born to someone
God sends angels to his home who pronounce; *0
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inmates of this house ! peace be on you”, The angels take
the baby girl under their wings and passing their hands on
her head in a gesture of affection observe: “Thisisa
weak creature born out of a weak creature. Whosoever
protects snd rears this infant girl, God shall sustain him
till doomsday’’. - {Tabrani)

Train and bring up your girls with a sense of great
pleasure, spiritual satisfaction and in the spirit of religion.
In return for this pious service anticipate from God that
He will admit you to the uppermost level of Paradise”.
The. Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon - him) has saffitmed: “The man who patronises
three daughters or three pgisters, educates them and
teaches them good manners and behaves kindly towards
them till they become independent of his care by the will
of God, is entitled by God to enter Paradise.” Thereupon
a person submitted : “If there be only two daughters or
two asisters ¥” The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of
Allah be upon him) affirmed: “The same reward will be
given for similar conduct towards two daughters or two
gisters”, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleasel with him)
observes : “Iad the people enquired about the reward for
rearing one girl in this manner, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) wuuld have given the
same glad tidings’’. ' | (Mishkat)

Hadrat ‘Aishah (God be pleased with her} narrates,
“One day a womsan accompanied by two small girls came
to visit me and begged me to give her something. 1 had
only one date which I handed over to her, The woman
divided the date into two halves and gave one half to each
girl, leaving nothing to eat for herself. Afterwards she
stood up and went out. The same moment the Holy Prophe,

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the

house. I related the whole matter to him {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Oan hearing the case, the

‘Holy Prnrhat (peace and blessings of Allsh he upon him
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observed ;: “Any man who is put to trial on account of
daughters being born to him and he comes out of the trial

successful by virtne of showing good treatment to his

daughters, - these girls will serve him as a shield against
the fire of Hell on the Day of Judgement”. (M ishkal)

Do not look down up the fomale child, nor show preference

equal love and behave towards both in an equal! manner,
Fhe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allak he upon
him) has affirmed : -‘Anyone who is blessed with the birth

of a girl snd does not bury het alive ih the manner of the
pagan davs and does not look down upon her; neither shows

preference to the boy over the girl nor considers the boy in
any way superior to the girl, such a man will surely be

&dmitted into Paradise by God”, (Abu Dawud}

Give the prescribed share to the girl out of your property
willingly and careful attention. This share is ordained by
God and no one has the authority to increase or decresse

~ the amount of this share. It does not behove s pious

believer to make excuses in the matter of paying the share
of the girl or to.feel content by giving away some fraotion
of it according to his own personal views., Such an aotion

is & breach of covenant with God aa well as tentamount to

offering an insult to the religion. (God forbid !

Along with t-hEEE practical measures, say prayars from the

depths of your soul and with sincere devotion of heart for

your offspring. We may trust the Munifieent and Kind

God that He will not let earnest prayers offered by the

parents out of the depth of their soul go unenswered.



Etiquettes of
Friendship

L

.. Love your friends and become the object of love of your
friends. The man who is held in deep affection by his
friends and who chorishes feelings of love for his friends
is the most fortunate persdn. The person who avoids the
company of other people and whom'the people regard with
feelings of disgust is the mosb deprived man, The man who
has no wealth is not poor. In point of fact great poverty
consists in being friendless. A friend makes life beauntiful,
acts as & supporter in the journey of life and is a gift of
God. Make friends snd become friends of others. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
has affirmed :

«“The beliover isan embodiment of love and affection.
And the man who neither loves others nor isloved by
others has no good or virtue in him.”

| (Mishkat, Bab al-Shafqat)
The Holy Qur'an hes affirmed :

PO R I R .u' - B o a0l st .

VY g . an sllyl epdn Slagedly Ogeddly

Walmo'minana welmo'minats ba‘dubum uuﬁyﬁu-bu‘d.
| | ) . (9 : 72)
«The believing men and believing women are protect.
ing friends of one another.”

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) used to oherish deep feelings of affection for sl
his illutrious compenions (God be pleased with them) s0

238
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each one of them entertained the happy thought that the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
loved him more than any one else,

Hadrat ‘Amr b. al-*As (God be pleased with him)
reports : “The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah-
be upon him) used to converse with me with such deep
attention and sincerity and lavished such great care on me
that I came to believe myself to be the best person among
my people. And one day I submitted to the Holy Prophet
(peace and blasamga of Allah be upon him) : *“O Prophet of
God (paaee and blessings of Allah be upon you) : Who is
better—Me or Abu Bakr ¥ The Holy Pruphet (peace and
blesaings of Allah be upon him) cbserved : ‘‘Abu Bakr is
~ the better one.”’ I submitted again: ‘‘Who is better—Me

or ‘Umar {God be pleased with him) ¥"" The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed :
«Umar is better,”” I submitted once more : *“O Prophet of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upen you : Who is
better—Me or ‘Uthman (God be pleased with him) 1" The
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : “Uthman is better than you'’. I then requested
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) to explain the real matter in defail whereupon the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
told me the plain truth. I felt greatly ashamed of myself
and wondered what impelled me to ask such questions!
. Maintain amicable social relations with your friends and
try to develop sincere links snd ‘continue to cement friend-
ships. Avoid adopting an attitude of annoyance with your
friends or keeping aloof from them. When a man lives in
the society of other men and has to participate in social
matters, it -is inevitable that he should suffer ‘different
kinds of shocks. Sometimes his sentiments are hurt; at
‘other times his reputation is tarnished ; one time his pesce
is disturbed, other times his ususl sotivities are interfered
with. Sometimes things are done against his temper and
desires ; @t othor timos his patience and enduranve are



soverely tried and at fimes he has to suffer great finanoial
loss, In other words, he has to face all kinds of trials and
tribulations. . But when &« man suffers these hardships,
his heart is strengthened and he gains in wisdom and
experience. (Good morals develop in his personality and
"passing through a natural process of training and purifi-
oation he makes rapid spiritual and moral progress. He
thus  acquires the sublime virtues of pnﬁaﬁm, forbearance,
selflessness, affection, sympathy, humanity, reapect, loyaity,
devotion and co-operation, sincerity and love, generosity
and gallantry, kindness and favour to the highest degree
and he becomes an instrument of goodness and bleasing for
the human society. Every man holds him in esteem and
vsiuaa_' his friendship ; each man considers him a source of
blessing in his favour. The Holy Prophet (peme and -

" bleasings of Allah be wpon him) has observed :

_ “The Muslim who participates in social mat.ters with
. other men and shows forbearance if he suffers sny pain
from them is a far betier person than the one who isolates
himeelf from the people and is dismayed at the hardships
caused by others.” = .. (Dirmidhs)

. Form friendships with the pure and righteous people. In-
. the choice of friends do keep in mind the thought as to
how far the people with whom you are forging honds of
smity and friendship can prove useful to you from the
viewpoint of religion and morality. There is & famous
maxim which eays: If you wish to asoertain the moral
state of & man, look at the moral condition of his friends’.
And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed : ‘A man follows the beliefs of his
friend. Hence each man should desply consider the question

a8 to what kind of e man is the person with whom he is

striking a friendship”. (Musnad Ahmad, Mishkat)

The obaervation that 2 man will follow the beliefs of
his friend . implies that when a man keeps the company of
his friend he will be affected by the sentiments, thoughta,
~ taste and the mentnl outlook of his frisnd. He will mari-
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"t_a.bly begin to judge things according to the atandard of

likes and dislikes adopted by his friend, Hence & man
should exercise utmost care in choosing a friend and should
establish bonds of affection and friendship with a person
whose taste, 'temparnmﬂnt, and activities conform to the |
tenets of faith and religion. The Holy Prophet {peﬁa and

blessings of Allsh be upon him) has enjoined : “Develop a

relationship of love and friendship with a believer only and
eat and drink in his company only”, Furthermore the

~ Holy Prophst (peace and blessings of Allah be npon kim)

affirmed :

“Kaap company. with the believer and only the right-
oous should eat from the Dastar Khwan! of a believer.”

Eating together naturally stimulates sentiments of
warm affection and love between friends and these links
should only be developed with the believers whe are God-
fearing ' and righteous people always keep away from those
who have forgotten God and are irresponaible and indifferent
in oarrying out the commands of religion and are. immersed
in immorality. The Heoly Prophet {peave and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has deseribed the nature of relationship
with a good and bad friend in a sublime allegory :

“The example of & good or a bad friend ia like that of
s dealer of musk-perfume and an ironsmith who atokes the
furnace. In the company of the perfumer you will certainly
derive some benefit i.e. you will buy musk perfume or at

lenst its sweet odour will afford pleasure to you. On the

il ——

other hand, the furnace of the ironsmith will burn your
house or set your clothes ablaze or the foul fumes emitted
by the furnace will give you & headtohe.”

| - (Bukhari, Muslim)

~ ‘The Tradition is recorded by Abu Dawud in the follow-
ing words : - | |

N “The example of & pious friend is like that of & xouak-
perfumery shop-keeper., If nothing, at least the benefit of

i, Qloth spread on the ground on whioh food is laid for the dinees. _

ok



sweet smell can be derived from this friend. The example |
of an evil friend is like that of a furnace. Even if your
clothes are not set ablaze, yeur dress will certainly be
blackened by the fumes of the furnace’.

. Love your friends for the sake of God. The favourites of
Allah are those who join together on the basis of God's
religion and struggle shoulder to shoulder with perfeot
unity of mind and soul $o discharge their obligation of

establishing the religion of God and stand like a solid wall
in defence of their creed. -

The Holy Qur’a.n affirms :
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Innalighe yuhibulladhing yugdlilana fi sabilihe saffan
ka-annahum bunyanum marsis. (61 : 4)

“Lo ! Allah loveth those who battle for His cause in
ranks as if they were a solid structure’’.

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed :

“God will ordain on the Day of Judgement : Where are
those people who used to love their fellows for my sake
only. - I shall place them under My own shadow”.

| (Muslim)

The enviable state of dignity in which these people
will find themselves on the Day of Judgement has been
described by the Holy Prophet (peace and blamnga of
Allah be upon him) in these words :

“There are some loysl servants of God who, ibhnugh
they are not Prophets or martyrs, yet they shall be
elevated to such high status by God on the Day of
Judgement that the Prophets and martyrs will envy their
.good fortune”. The illustrious companions (God be
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pleased with them) submitted : “O Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you}! Who will be
these fortunate persons ¥’ The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : “These will
be the people who loved each -other on the hasis of the
religion of (3od——they were not related to one another
by blood, nor had any commercial connection with each
other. I swear by God, the faces of these people will be
glowing with radiance nay they willl' be the emblema of
pure light. When all the people shall be trembling with
fear, they shall be free from fear. When all the people
will be grief-stricken, they shall know no sorrow”. After-

wards the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) recited this verse of the Holy Qur’m :

I PP DR I I R e e - = R B W

u_,.;_,mr»‘ﬂ_,r...lou_,,-&'mhu,i u! \Jl

Alz inna ouliyz allahs 1a khaufun ‘alashim wa 13 hum
yahzangn, | (10 : 62)

“Lo ! verily the friends of Allah are (those) on whom
fear (cometh) not, nor do they grieve”,

Hadrat Abud-Darda (God be pleased with him)
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed : *“Some people shall be
raised from their graves on the Day of Judgement in &
state that their faces will be glowing with radiant light.
They shall be seated on pulpits made of pearls. Other
people shall envy their elevated state. Theee dignified
people, however, will neither include Prophets nor
martyrs’’. The companions submitted : “O Prophet of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! Who
are these people ? Tell us their distinguishing: qualities™.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) - obaerved : ‘“These are’ the people who love each

other for the sake of God only”. - - {Tabrani)
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6, Consider the love of pious people as a source of salvation
~ in the eternal life and a means of winning the favour
~of God. Pray to God to bless you with the love of

righteous people and beseech His favour to admit you to
the ranks of the pious. Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud
(God be pleased with him) narrates ; ‘A person came to
the preseiice of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) and submitted : O Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you), a person
loves & pious man for his' piety, yet himself does not
emulate the good deeds of this pious man, how shall he
be treated in the next world ¥’ The Prophet of God (pesce
and blessings of Allah be upon ‘him) affirmed : “It
does not matter at all. Man shall find himself in the
compeany of that person whom he loves,” (Bukhars}

N One night the Holy Pruphat (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was blessed with the vision of God.
God said to' the Holy FProphet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him): ““Ask what thou wilt " There-

- upon the Holy Prophet (peace a.nd blessings of Allah be

upon him) said this prayer :
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Allehumma innt as'aluke  fillal bhairdti wa fark-al-
munkardtt wa hubb-al-masdbint wa an laghfira I wa
tarhamni wa dhi aradia fitnatan Ji quamin fatawaffani
ghaira maftinin wa ae’alukc Aubbakz wa hubba man
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yuhibbuka wa hubba ‘amalin yugarribuni il hubbika, -
. (M usnad Ahmad)

“God ! T besesch Thy favour to perform good deeds
and avoid evil deeds ande seek the love of the peor and

' T implore Thee to grant me. forgiveness -and show me

Thy Mercy. When you wish to send -a calamity over a.

Ipﬂﬂpfﬂ, lift me in a state in which I may enjoy Your

protection from the calamity. I implore Thy love and I
beseech Thee to grant me love of that person who loves
Thee and grant me the favour to perform deeds which
may serve as means of obtaining nearness tor You''.

Hadrat Mu’adh ibn Jabal (God be plessed with him)
states that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of

Allah be upon him) affirmed : *“God ordains that I owe

love to those people who develop links of love and friend-
ship among themselves for My sake and assemble at one
place to recite My name and meet each other for the love -
of Me and show good treatment to each other in order to
win My favour.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi}

The Holy Prophet (peace and. blessings of Allah be
upon him) giving an inspiring description of the meeting

. of two friends, observed :

‘A man set out to call on his friend who lived in
another habitation. God appointed an angel to await
him on the way. The angel enquired of him : ‘Where
are you going ¥’ The man wmade the anawer: ‘I am
proceeding to that village to see my brother.” The angel
further énquired : “Does he owe you a debt of favour

_which you are now going to receive from him %’ The man

rapliéd 1 “No,Iam going to meet him only ‘becanss I
love him for the sake of God”. The angel thereupon
told him : ““Listen then ! God has sent me to convey to
you the glad tiding that God loves you as much ss you
love your friend for God’s sake.” | {Muslim)

8. Make friendships with those who deserve to be your

L]

friends from the viewpoint of Islam eud then try your

*



" utmost 6 maintain a loyal and devoted friendly relation- |
ship throoghount your life. As-the choice of pious people as
friends is - & matter of utmost importance, so equally is the

ocontinuous endeavour to maintain and strengthen these
bonds of friendship.

| Tha Holy Prophet (peace and blessings nf Allah be

upon him) has affirmed : ““On the Day of Judgement when
there will be no shade anywhere except under the heaven
of God, only seven types of people will find place under
the shade of God’s heaven. Of the first type will be
two persons who were friends of each other for no other
purpose except for the sake of God. The Jove of God would
have forged a common link of friendship between them and
they would separate from each other in the same condition.
In other words, their friendship would be based on their
common Jove of God and they would endeavour to maintain
and cement this bond of friendehip throughout their lives.
" And when one of them would be near the end of his life,
~ their friendship would. be intect at that time and they
would part in this world as friends.

. Trust your friends. Behave oheerfully while you are in
their company. Avoid being gloomy and making your
friends gloomy. Be informsl, frank and good natured
amidet friends. Do not frown; nor stand on formality, Try
to aot as an informal companion, & good-natured mate and
 a cheerful comrade among your friends., Your friends

should not feel bored with your presence ; rather they
should feel happy and alive in your company and should
feel drawn towards you.

Hadart ‘Abdullsh ibn Hirith (God be pleased with
him) relatea : “I have never seen a person who smiled
- more often than the Holy Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). (Térmidhi)

Hadrat Jibir b. S8amrah (God be pleased with him)
 ‘parrates: I was present in over hundred - sittings
.. with the Haly .Prophét (peace and blessings of Allah be
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upon him). In these sittings the illustrious companions
(Allah' be pleased with . them) used to recite terses and
related stories and anecdotes dating back to pagan times.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) used to hear all this in silence and even joined in
langhter himself at times®’. {Tsrmidhs)

Hadrat Shursid (Allah be pleased with him) reports
that ‘‘on one ooccasion I wa# sitting behind the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him} on the
back of an animal, During the journey I recited & hundred
verses of Umaiya ibn as-Salt to the Holy Prophet (pesce
- and blessings of Allah be up on him). After each verse the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
asked me to recite some more verses a.nd I complied”. q

l‘Tirmth}

Elmﬂarly, the Holy Prﬂphat. (peace and blessings of
Allah be uwpon him), sometimes himself used to relate
- stories in his company. Hadrat ‘Aisha (Allsh be pleased -

with her) reports : '*Once the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of "Allah be upon him) related a story to the

members of his household. A Jady submitted : . ““This - °

strange tale resembles the stories of XKhurafa.””. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him}.
asked her: ‘Do you know the real story of Khurafa ¥’
and then himself narrated the true story of Khurafa in
great detail.” . Similarly, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) once related a very in-

teresting story of eleven women to Hadrat ‘Xisha {God
be pleased with her). -

Desoribing the informal conduct and cheerful temper
of the-illustrious companions (Allah be pleased with them),
Hadrat- Bakr ibn ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him)
relates : |

“Fhe illustrious compsnions (Allsh be pleased with
them) used to throw . the peelings of melon at each other -

. m plaj'iul fun, yet when the time came for attack nr
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" dﬂfenca thu valour of the companions [God be pleased
- with tham} outweighed others in this field algo”. i |

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Hadrat Muhammad b. Z:yad {God be merciful to
him) reports : I have seen the times of the righteous

forebears. Several families of them lived in a single
mansion. On many occasions it so happened that a family
received a visit. from a guest, At that moment food would
be cooking in & pot in the quarter of another family. So,
- the host who hed received a guest would go to the quarter
of his neighbour and bring over the food without in-
forming the family. The owners of the pot would then go
about searching for their pot of food and would ask the
people : ‘“Who has taken away my pot ¥* The host
who had faken the pot would then confess to'him. “Brother,
Y had received a visit from a guest so I took away
your pot of food”’. The owner of the pot of food would
sthersupon say, “May God bless you by increasing the
quantity of this food”. Muhammad ibn Ziyad {God be
merciful to him) also states that when. these people baked
" bread, the same thing happened. |

' (Al-Adab-ul Mufmd)

A saying of Hadrat ‘Ali (Gud beplaased with him)
is as follows :

‘“Let your heart be free at time. Let your mind
" oonceive pleasant notions, for mind also gets weary even -
a8 the hud}? is fatigued”. |

. Do nﬂ‘b be dull and Eplrlﬂﬁﬂﬂ Be of good cheer and
keep your spirits high. Beware, however, that your
" cheerful temper and. humour does nﬂt exceed proper
limits, Along with a cheerful temper, fun and. recreation,
you should never forget to observe sanctity of religion,
prestige and self respect, balance and moderation in your
activities. - o -

~ The illustrious companion of the Holy Prophet
_(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), Hadrat
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.Abdul Rabman (God be pleassed with him) reports that |
the illustrious companions of the Holy Prophet {péaua and
‘blessings of Allah be upon him) neither were devoid
‘of humour nor walked about in a lifeless manner They
" used t0 recite verses and narrate tales and legends of
~-pagan times in their sittings. But when in any matter
‘something was demended of them whieh did not conform
to justice and truth, the pupils of their eyes were inflated
with such intense anger as if they were seized with a fit
of madness”, (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Somebody remarked to the renowned traditionist
Hadrat _Eufjrgn b. Uyaina (May God show him merey) |
that humour is a nuisance. He answered : ‘‘No, humour
is & Sunnah, but only for that man who knows the suitable |
occasion on which to practise it and has the ability to
indu Ige in good jokes™. (Shark Shema’tl Tirmidhi)

. Ifk'Fnu love someone, you must axpfﬁss your love to that
person. Its psychological effect on that person will be
that he will develop a sense of nearness to you. The '
exchange of feelings and passions on both sides will
sugment love and sincerity to an extraordinary extent.
Love then will no longer be merely a feeling confined
within the heart but will begin to play a potent role in
practioal life. Thus people will have an opportunity of
taking deep interest in the individual lives of each other

- and coming nearer to each other.

* The HD]}" Prophet (peace and blﬁﬂamgs of Alla.h be

upon him) has affirmed : ““Any person who cherishes in
his heart sentiments of love and sincerity for his brother,

he should express these nentlmanta to hia brother and tell
him olearly that he holds him in love and affection”.

‘  (4b% Dawdd)

‘On ene oceasion, & man passed in front of the Holy

| Prophe__st* {(pesce and blessings of Allah be upon him).

 Some people were at that time in attendance on the |

Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). . One’
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of them submitted ; *“O Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be on you}! I love this man for the

sake of God alone’. On hearing this the Holy Prophet

10.

(peace and blessings of Allah be vpon him) enquired
from him: “Have you told this to the man ”? The
man submitted: “No, I have not”., Thereupon the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
urged the man: ‘“Go and tell the man that you love him

~ for the sake of God”. The man siood up at once and

approaching the passerby expressed to him his sentiments.

-The passerby made the answer: ‘May the Lord 10?3-

thaa for whose sake you entertain feelings of love for me”
(Tirmidhi, Abu D{Lwﬂd]

In order to cement the bonds Df-frIEﬂchlp and to
bring friends closer to each other for their mutual bene-
fit, it is essential that you should take proper interest in
the individual and private matters of your friends and
express to them your special feelings of devotion and
CONCeTNn,

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed : ‘

“When a man astablis_hes. ties of friendship and

fraternity with another persen he shounld ascertain from

him his name, father’s mame and particulars about his
family a8 this strengthens the roots of mutual friendship”.

(Tirmidhs)
Adopt a moderate course in expressing your love and in
the conduet of mutusl relationship. Do not display such
unconcern that your love and connexion may &ppear
doubtful, nor permit yourself to go to such extremes of .
passion that your love and friendship may assume the form
of craziness and perchance you may suffer & shock at times
(God forbid 1) Always observe moderation and keep your
feelings at balance. Adopt a moderatc attitude which

may be enduring and long-lasting. Hadrat Aslam (God
be pleased with him) states that Hadrat ‘Umar (God be
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- pleased with bim) observed : ¢“Your love should not assume

the form of madness, nor. should enemity excite you 1o

porpetrate torture on other”. I submitted : Sir, how should
we do so "'} Hadrat ‘U'mar (God be pleased with him)

observed : “In this manner that if you love someone you

start hugging him in a childlike fashion and display other

forms of childish behaviour. And if you feel angry with
someonse, you resolve npon the destruction of his life and

property and utier ruination®’, {AI-—Adub-ul-Hufmd'}.

Hadrat ‘Ubaid Kindi (God be merciful to him) reports :
I heard Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) observing :
«“Adopt » tender and moderate attitude towards your
friend : K3 might turn your enemy tomorrow. Likewise,
follow a tender and moderate .course in your conduct

towards the enemy ; he might become your friend sometime
later.” : (Al-Adab.-ul-Mufrad)

Be loysal and devoted to your friends. The best form of

* devotion to youg friend is that you should increasingly try

i elovate his morals, You -should be more concerned
with his salvation in the eternal world than his advance-
ment in the material world., The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) .observed : ‘‘Religion
wholly coneists in seeking the welfare of others’”. The
real tost of a well-wisher is that one should wish for his
friend the same thing that one wishes for his own self,
for & man ocan never be his own ill-wisher.

The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings: of Allah be
upon him) hes affirmed : | -

«] swear by Him Who hath power over my life, no
man can be truly pious unless he wishes for his brother the
same thing that he wishes for himself”.

Laying down six obligations which each Muslim -owes
to the other, -the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed : “And the believer should
act as & well-wisher of his brother both in his presence

- and absence”, Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (pesce and
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blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed :

«Without doubt God has ordained the ordesl of fire
for that man and He has forbidden his entry into Paradise
who forfeits the right of a brother Muslim after having
sworn to fulfil his Dbllgﬂt]ﬂﬂ Someone from among the
illustrions companions (God be pleased with them) sub-
mitted : “What if that obligation relates to a very
minor thing ”? The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ““Yes, even if he owes an
ordinary branch of the ‘Peln’ tree to another Muslim”.

Share the grief and sorrow of your friends. Likewise,

participate actively in their joyous occasions. The purpose
of your sharing their grief should be to alleviate their

suffering and the aim of your partmlpatmn in their fostivi-
ties ought to be to enhance their joy. Every friend
rightly expects from his sincere associates that they will
gtand by him in times of trial and will never desert him
in the hour of need. Similarly, he antmlpatea that his
friends will add to his felicity by increasing the grace
of his festive parties with their presence snd active
participation, | | |

The Holy Prﬂphet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} has cbserved :

“.The Muslim fraternity is like a mansion. Even as
each brick supports and cements the other brick, so does

& Muslim act a8 & supporter and a source of strength for

the other Muslim”. So saying the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) interlocked the fingers
of his both hands and thus explained the mutual link and
close connexion that ought to subsist among the Muslim
community”. - . . (Bukhari, Muslim)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
apon him) enjoined : “In their sense of mutual love and

~ affection and perception of common distress, you will find

‘Muslims as one body ; if one organ of this body is aﬂlcted |



- 18.

2563

the whole body is affected by fever and sleeplessness”.
(Bukhari, Muslim)

Meet your friends in a cheerful, amicable, joyous and
gincere manner. Greet them warmly and observe proper
etiquettes in receiving them. Avoid showing an indifforent,
cold and unconcerned behavionr. These evila create a rift
in the hearts. Say words of praise and thanks and joy
and satisfaction during meetings with your friepds. Abstain
from talk which reveals sorrow, griel and low sapirits,
Behave in such & manner during meetings with your

friends that they should be thrilled with feelings of joy

and liveliness. Do not greet them with such a gloomy face

that they may feel crestfallen and may oome to regard
your fellowship as intolerable nuisance.. '

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed : |

“To not look upon any pious deed as inﬂ'igniﬁuant,
may it be greeting your brother mt.h a cheerful heart”. |
(Mu.shm)

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Your smile on
seeing & brother is also an act of sacrifice on your part”.

(T'srmidhi)

Tenderness, politeness and civility generate feelings of
afection and love in the heart and it is on the basis of
these virtues that a good society can be formed.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observes : | |

«T tell you the distinguishing marks of a person for
whom +he fire of Hell has been made unlawful and who is a
forbidden person for the Hell Fire to consumé: He isa
man who bears a sweet' temper, trender heart and is soft-

‘spoken”, 3 (I"vrmidhi)

The illustrious companions {Gud bB pleased with them) ..
relate that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
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be upon him) tsed to be attentive with his whole posture
towards the person with whom he was talking and listened
to the talk in rapt attemtion. Once the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Aillah be upou him) was sitting
in the mosque. A man paid & call and the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) shifted his
posture and shrank a little, The man submitted : *“0O
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon

you} ! There is ample room here”. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :

“A Muslim owes it to his brother that on seeing him,

. he ahould move for him a little,” (Buathagi)

14.

Describing the virtues of the halmvera, the Holy

.' Qur'an affirms :

C I L o

_,...H d; t..l:l

"~ Adhillatin ulu-l mo’menin.
'“They are always very gentle to the believera”.

| 'Thé Holy Prdphat (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) haa alumdat.ad the same fact in the following

words :

 1“The believers are forbearing and soft-hearted like a
camel who is tied with a nose band ; the camel is drawn
to whichever direction his nose-band is tugged and if he is
made to sit on & etone, he complies™. (T'sirmsdhi)

Whenover you differ among yourselves on any matter
resolve it at once. Always take the initiative to seek for-

giveness and to admit your fault.

Hadrat Abud-Dards (God be pleased with him)
reports : ‘““Once there was an exchange of hot words
between Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat '‘Umar (God be
pleased with them'. Hadrat Abu Bakr (God be pleased

- with hun) falt. it .hard and went to the Holy Prophet



- oKB

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in a very
sad and sorry mood and submitted : ‘O Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you)! A difference
arose between ‘Umar and myself whereupon I flew into
rage and we oxchanged some bitter words. Later, I felt
greatly ashamed of myself and solicited ‘Umar (God be
pleased with him) to forgive me. But, O Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! ‘Umar was not
reconciled and declined to forgive me. I am feeling very
much upset and uneasy so have I come to you. The Holy
Prophet (psace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: ‘God will grant you forgiveness and salvation’.
Meanwhile Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also
realised his fault and rushed to Hadrat Abu Bakr’'s (God
be pleased with him) -house. He was informed that Abu
Bakr (God be pleased with him) has gone to the presence
of .the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). Whereupon ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) also
hurried to the psesence of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Signs of anger and
displeasure appeared on the countenance of the Holy
Prophet (p. b. u. h,) on seeing Hadrat Umar {A, b, p. h.}
Noting the displeasure against Hadrat Umar, Hadrat Abu
Bakr (God be pleased with him) felt deeply perturbed. He
fell on his knees and submitted to the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be wupon him) in great
humility ‘“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon you) ! ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) is not at
fault, Allblame rests on me. I committed the fault It
was I who spoke harshly to him”’. Thereupon the Holy
Pruphet {peace and blessingsof Allah be upon him)
observed : . “God sent me a5 His Prophet among you and
when in the early days you refuted me, it was Abu Bakr
who affiirmed his faith in me and stood by me at the cost
of his life and property. Would you now aggrieve my
- companion’ ? |

Do not lose time in making peace. The longer the
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delay in resolving qunrrels: “the deeper grow the roots of
contention, and the wider grows the gulf of separation
between the hearts. The following precept of Hadrat ‘Isa -

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) contained in
the Bible is intensely heartwarming :

““So if you are engaged in offering sacrifice at the altar
and you suddenly recall to mind that your brother has
some complaint against you, leave your offering at the
altar and return at ohce to your brother to make
peace with him. Then go back to the altar and make your
uffarmg ‘

The Holy Prophet {peace and blessmga of Allah be
upon him) has observed :

“The deeds of the peopls are presented to God on every
Monday and Thuraday and every believer is granted pardon
except the one who nurses a grudge against any of his
believing brothers. God ordains: ‘‘Leave them so that
they may resolve their quarrel”.

Who knows whether the next moment will bring death
or life! Who knows whether he will witness the next
Monday or Thursday ! Why and on what hope do you
delay in purifying your heart and settling the complaints
" of your friends ! Is any sensible person who believes in
the Day of Judgement ready to present himself with an
impure, dark and gruesome heart before the Almighty
God ?

Beware also that ii your friend admits his fault and
requests pardon, you should accept his excuse and forgive
him from the core of your heart.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blesaings uf Allah be
upen him) has affirmed,

~ ““The Muslim who declines to accept the confession of
his fault and- a request for forgiveness from his brother
Muslim is held guilty of & sin as grave as the sin of cruelty
and nppraﬁsiun committed by ean Octroi man who extorts
an illegal cess’. |
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1_5. R_ea#rnin ynﬁr tongue even if friends talk or behave iu a

18.

‘manner which is offensive to your temper or teste. Do not
utter harsh or offensive speech in retaliation. Instead let
the matter pass with tact and gentle conduct.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he

~ upon him) observed :

Hadrat Miisa (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) submitted to God: My Lord | Whioch one is the
desrest to you among your creatures” 1" God affirmed :
“That one who hath the power to take revenge, yeot
forgives”. (Mishkat) |

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon hi m) observed :

‘““The heaviest thing put in_tha balance of a believer
on the Day of Judement will be his politeness. God looks

upon that person with intense wrath who utters indecent
and foul speech”. -

" Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak - (God be merciful to

* him}) has defined the virtue of politeness in thra? WaYS

I. A person should meet others with a I:rrighi;|

'\ smiling face, !'

2. A man should spénd his wealth on the deatitutra"*-.___
and needy persons. '

3. A person should not cause harm to any one,

Hadrat ‘Aisha (God be pleased with her) reports : “The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ‘“The worst man in the eyes of God on the Day
of Judgement will be the one whom the people avcid on
account of his indecent and foul speech”.

- | (Bukhari, Muslim)
Do not shirk your duty to reform your friends and train
them in fight.aouaneau. Do notlet vanity and pride take
root in the oharacter of your friends which ig the greatest
hurdle in their reformation and moral uplift Always try to
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persuade your friends to realise their omissions and errors
and develop moral courage to confess their faults. They
should always be mindful of the fact that failure to realise
one’s shortcomings and insistence upon one’s faultlessness
mats one's spititual development,

As » matter of fact it is very easy to show off false

humility, to call oneself &s insignificant and to display sub-
missiveness in style and manners, but it is extremely difficult
to sustain an injury to your feelings, to listen to and admit
your shortcomings with a cool mind and fo tolerate the
criticism directed by your friends against your personal
faults. Yet true friends are those w ho keep an enlightened
eye on the conduct of their friends and are always alert
and alive to the task of protecting each other from the evils
of vanity and pnda by  sincere counsel and practical

example.

The Holy Prophet (pea.ca and blessings of Allah be
upon h:m] affirme :

Three things are fatal 7
1. The passion which is allowed to prevail upon ones

good sense.
9, The greed and lust which is allowed to become the

guiding principle of one’s life.

3. And vanity——the most dangerous of the three
ills”, (Baihagi, Mishkat)

Criticism and accountability are lancets which purge
the moral existence of man from all undesirable elements
They augment moral strength and infuse new life into the
individual and the society. To fake offence, to get
irritated and to consider oneself as above the oriticism and
a&euﬁhtability of friends is detrimental to one’s moral
being as well as to evade healthy and constructive eriticism
of one’s friends to check and proteot them from moral
degradation. Do feel uneasy if you find hideous faults, and
shortoomings in your friends and take wise messures to
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eliminate those blamiahu on the ‘charaoters of your
friends, Similarly, givea cbance with genuine humility
and large-heartedness to your friends that they should
expose to you your own foibles and faults, When your

. friends discharge this unpleasant duty towards you, do not

be vainglorious, but welocome their criticism with large-
heartedness, cheerfully and with .a grateful heart.
Express your gratitude to them for their sincerity and
kindness. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allu.h

‘be upon him) hes described this exemplaty frlﬂlldﬂhlil ina

most eloquent allegory.

“Each one of you serves as a mirror to his brother.
Hence 1f you-aee any fault in your brother, eliminate it",
. (Tirmidhi)
Thera are five illuminating points in-this allegory
which can make your friendship exemplary in genuine
terms :

(1) The mirror reflects the spots and stains on your peraon

(2)

when you stand before it with the intention of locating
these spots and stains. . When you stand aside, the mirrer
ceases to reflect these blemishes, Similarly, you ahouid
expose the foibles of your friend only A he willingly
presents himeself before you for criticism and chastisement
with an open-mind. At the same time, make it sure that
his mind is receptive to your criticism and that his heart
is eager to accept suggestions for the correction of his
faults, In the absence of these conditions, you ahuuld
keep silent and put off the matter wisely for B later
occasion. In the absence of your friend ehpenially you
should exercise the utmost oare not to utter a single word
pointing to any shortcoming of your friend, for this would
be counted as back-biting and backbiting divides the
hearts rather than uniting them.

The mirror reflects very honesty all such spots .or stainas
which are really present on the face : it neither hidea their

u:mhar nor makes sn addition to them. ‘Furtharmm. the

\
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. mirror reflects only those deformities whioh are outward
‘and apparent ; it does not expose the hidden blemishes,
'neither probes inward, nor presonts an iliusory picture of

your demerits. Likewise, you should alao present a genuine
and true picture of the inadequacies and faults of your
~ friendse. Moved by sentiments of undue politeness and
‘figttery- you should neither suppress the exposure of a few
foibles of your friends nor exaggerate their dimensions or
add to their number in the heat of your passionate nru.burjr
and declamation. Moreover, point out only those faults of
your friends which are exposed in the normal conduct of
life. Do not display curiosity or an eagerness to spy into
~ the secrets of others. To expose the secret fauits of your
friends is no meoral service, in fact it is a perilous u.nd
immoral act on your part.

' The Holy Prophet (peace and blmmga of Allsh be
" upon him) once ascended the pulpit and warned the unng'ra-
cation in a very high tone of his holy voice :

" «Do not pry into the vices of Muslims. God exposes
the hidden vices of a person who seeks {0 expose the faults
. of his brother Muslims ; end when God decides to expose

the ‘faults of someone, He inevitably reduces the man to

disgrace, even if such a man hides himself in the inner

recessed of his home’’.  (Tirmidhi)
- {3) The mirrer discharges its duty unaffected by any sort of
motives. Any one who faces the mirror, the mirror shows
him his true image without any reservations, The mirror
nurses no grudge or vendetta against anyone, nor wreaks
vengeance on anybody. You should also chastise your
friends unaffected by personal motives, feslings of vendetta.
grudge, pique, or dishonesty. Your only motive in
criticising your friend should bhe to enable him to reform
himself, as a man adorns himeelf by eliminating spots
and stains from his psrson by locating them through their
mﬂﬁctinn in the mirror.

{4) Nu one taaia -sanoyved af seeing hu;l true. image in



- 261

the mirror, nor commita the blunder of breskingup the

mirror in a fit of rage. Instead most peopie on looking
ifito the mirror begin to adorn themselves by removing
the apparenit defeots on their persons and in faet realizing
the valuable services of the mirror in this regard are

_thankful to it in their hearts. They are fully conscious of

the fact that the mirror has proved extremely helpful
to them in the task of embeilishing their persons. They

" believe that the mirror has done its natural duty remark-

ably and they put it way a carefully for use at another
time. Similarly when someone presents your true picture
‘before you in his own words, do not retaliate in annoyance.
Instead express your gratitude to him for his sincere
performance of the obligation of friendship. Feel grateful
to him in your heart also, apart from offering him thanks
in words and set about reforming yourself at unCo.
Realizing the value and greatnese of yquf friend with an -
open mind snd with & sense of extreme gratitude, request
your friend to continue to show you the favour of his -
valuable suggestions. -

(5} The final point' is that '‘every Muslim serves as @

17,

mirror unto his brother Muslim”. A brother is an emblem
of sincerity and love for his hrother. A brother is loyal,
devoted, symputhatiu. a well-wisher and o helper in grief
to his brother. He feels restless on seeing his brother in
trouble and is overjoyed at his happiness. Hence the
criticism of & brother and a friend iz motivated by feelings
of extreme sincerity, devotion, sympathy and love. It
will be characterised by a desire for the welfare and
extrome concern for the best intereésts of his friend. Every
word of this friendly criticism will refiect the apirit of
reformation. Such a form' of criticism may be rightly

- expected to unite the hearts and correct the wrongs.

Exchange gifts in order {o express your feelings of sincerity
and love for your friends and to deepen the relationship

‘of love and affection. Mutual excltange of gifts unites .
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the hearts. and cements the bonds of love. The Hnlj-

Prophet (peace snd blessings of Allah be upon him) has
observed ;

‘Exohange gifts with each other. This will generate
mutual feelings of love and eliminate feelings of animosity
and estrangement from your hearts”, (M rshkat).

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} himself often used to send gifts to his illastrions
Companions (God be pleased with them). The Prophet’s
Companions (God be pleased with them) also frequently
exchanged presents and gifts among themselves, In the
matter of exchanging gifts always keep within your means.
Whatever the status of the receiver, do not think that your
gift should necessarily be a costly one. Qive according to
your means and whatever is easily available. The real
~ worth of your gift depends on your sincerity and the
nature and depth of feelings with which you have presented

the gift. It is the feelings of sincerity and deep passions
of love and devotion which unite the hearts and the cost
" or value of the gift is insignificant in this regard. Do not
regard the gift of your friend as insignificant, however
cheap in cost it may be. Instead put & high value on the
feelings of love and sincerity: reflected by the gift of your
friend.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blaaamga of Allah be
upon him) observed :

| ‘““Even if someone offers me the leg of a goat as a gift,
I shall accept it and if someone invites me to a dinner
consisting of a cooked log of goat, I shall certainly join the
feast’. (Tirmidhi)

You must answer a gitt with a gift. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) uged to observe
this rule strictly. The Holy Prophet's (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) favourite gift was perfume. You
ahnuld also consider the present of a perfume as & propi-

-tmu,n gift, In the present-day circumstances, the presen.
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tation of a book can also be regarded as a propitious gift,
In this connection, you should hold common feasts at
times. Invite your friends to dinner at home. When
friends invite you to funetions at their homes, make it &
point to join their parties. Mutual entertaioment promotes
feelings of love and affection, and bonds of fraternity are
further cemented. However, on these occasions instead of
observing excesgive formalities and laying out lavish
guantities of food and drink, you should put more emphaaia
on displaying and nugmantmg the feelings of love and
sincerity.

Look after your f{riends. B8tand by them in their hour of
need, even at the cost of your own life and property.
Asbahani relates in a tradition : ““A person came to Hadrat
1Abdullah b. ‘Umar {(God be pleased with him) and asked :
Which one is the most favourite of God among the people”?
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him)
snswered : ‘“The most favourite person of God among the
peopla is he who affords the greatest benefit to his fellow
men, The deed which wins the greatest favour of God 18
that you should make a Muelim happy in such manner that
you should alleviate his suffering or hardship or make a
provision of food to satisfy his hunger. I would go out with
a brother Muslim in order to help him in his need rather
than sit in the mosque of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and perform I'tikaf. God
shall fill the heart of that man with His favour on Dooms-

~ dey who controlled his rege at a time when he could give

vent to his fury, if he so wished. And the person who
aovompsnied his brother in order to help satisfy his need
and sotually provided for his need shall be rewarded with
the favour of God on Doomsday when the other people will
be staggering, this person will walk with a firm gait’.

~ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) hes affirmed : ‘*‘Any man who provides for the

~ need of his brother, Allah shell always keep fulfilling the
- - meeds of that men. And any person who alléviates some

' ¢
Lo
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‘hardship of & Muslim, Allah on Doomzday shall remove one

- of hig hardships out of the many hardships of that day™.

(Bukhdri, Muslim)

~ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} also affirmed: “Allah continues to help & man
a8 long as ho continues to help his brother.” {(Tirmidhi)

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (Alleh be pleased with
him) has reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-

ings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘The reward and
blessing for the act of providing for the need of a brother

‘Muslim exceeds the reward and blessing for performing an
- I'tikaf for a period of ten years.” | (Tabrant)

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) states that the
Holy Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him} observed: A Muslim who conveys a& message of
felicity and happiness to & brother Muslim and thus afords

 him bappiness, Allah ghall, on Doomaday, make this
| mésaenger happy.” (Tabarani)

Be a'trustworthy confident. If & friend, relying on your
good faith, confides his secret in you, you should safeguard
his secret. Do not betray the confidence of your friend.
Make your heart an iron vault for the safe keeping of
secrets, so that friends may take counsel with you without
hesitation and also in order that you may proffer good
advice to your friends and extend your full co-operation to

“them.

Hadrat ‘Umar {Allah be pleased with him) narrates:
“When Hafaa (Allah be pleased with her) was widowed, I
called on ‘Uthman (Allsh be pleased with him) and said to

shim: {'If you are agreeable I should give Hafsa in marriage

to you.” ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him) answered: *‘I
shall think over the matter”. I waited for his message for
many nights, Later ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him)
met me and said: ‘I have no intention of marrying at the
moment”. T then went to see Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased

with him) and proposed: *'If you wish you may take Hafaa
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(Allah be pleased with her) aa your wife”. Abu Bakr (Allah -
be pleased with him) kept silent and made no answer. I
was offended at the silence of Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased
with him). T was more deeply offended with him than even
at the response of ‘Uthman (Allah be pleased with him).
Many dayas passed and one day the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent we a proposal to
marry Hafsa (God be pleesad with her). I accepted the
proposal and gave Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) in
marriage to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). Later one day Abu Bakr (Allah be
pleased with him) met me and =said: “You talked to me
concerning Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her) and I kept
silent. My response might have caused you some pain,” I
replied: ““Yes, I did feel sore at your silence’’. Abu Bakr
(Allah be pleased with him) thereupon told me: ‘I knew that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) himself intended to send a proposal for marriage with
Hafsa (Allah be pleased with her). The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had confided this
secret to me and I did not intend to reveal it. If the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had not
expressed his intention concerning Hafsa {Allah be pleased
with her), I would certainly have accepted your proposal.”

| (Bukhdri)

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleaged with him) relates: ‘*One
day I was playing with boys of my age when the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) arrived
and blessed uns with ‘salim’ (peace be on you). The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told me
his need and sent me onsome errand. The errand took
rather a long while. When it was over and I reached hpme
late my mother enquired: “Where have you been for so
long?” I anawered: ‘“The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings
of Allsh be uwpon him) had sent me om an errand’’. She
asked: “What for?” I said; It is & secret matter”, There-
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upon my muther_ adviged me: ‘‘Look, dugnut reveal the
secret of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he
upon him) to anyone’. (Musiim)

Your moral conduct towards the people should be
characterised by & cosmopolitan, vast, comprehensive, and
tolerant outlook, so that people of every taste and temper,
thought and ideal mey feel an uncommon sense of attrae-
tion towardes you. Keeping in view the particular taste,
viewpoint and temperament of every one, behave towards
each person so wisely that no one’s feelings are hurt. Do
not adopt the unwise attitude of measuring everyone
according to your own particular standard of propriety, nor
make an absurd and unsuccessful attempt to mould every
one according to your own teste and temprament. The
variety of tastes and temperaments is a beauty of Nature.
Do not deform the beauty of Nature for the sake of
acquiring artificial beaunty. Keep your relations according
to the nature of acquaintance and the temperament of your
friends, give them respect and importance accordingly and
keep them attached in bonds of friendship with you by
means of your own liberal behaviour and good character,

An all-round genius as the Holy Prophet (peace and
hlessmgs of Allah be upon hlm) wag, men of all tastes and
temperaments found consol u,tmn and contentment in his
august company. Nobody felt any uneasiness due to the
magnanimous toleration and extraordinary charitable
nature of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah |
be upon him). The august company of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) included embod-
iments of toleration and affection like Abu Bakr (God be
pleased with him) and men of iron nature and courage like
‘Umar Farooq (God be pleased with him), pacifists who
trembled at the prospect of war like Hassin b, Thabit
(God be plﬁu;ae:d'wi th him) as well as the gallant victor of

'Khybar Hadrit ‘Ali (God be pleased with him). There was

. Abu Dhar Ghifari (God be pleased with him) a saintly,
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" gloomy figure as well as 'Abdul Rahman b. ‘Auf (God be
. pleased with him), sumptuously rich and elegant in person.

It was by virtue of the cosmopolitan outlook, excellent
conduct, deep love for humanity and the highest degree of
statesmanship of the Holy Prophet (peace and hlessings of
Allah be upon him) that men of divergent personalities were
extremely devoted to the person of the Holy Prophet
{i}eaee and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the Prophet
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) him-
self treated overyone of them with such deep consideration
that every one thought himgelf the most favourite friend
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), Again, it was owing to this cosmopolitan moral view-
point, statesmansghip, wisdom and unique selflessness that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) formed that matchless group of illustrious Companions
(God be pleased with them), who despite their variegated
natures and temperaments, were welded together in a unique
combination characterised by uncommon unity, co-operation
and enviably deep mutual love and affection. The mankind
as 8 whole may rightly consider this era as the essence and -

substance of ita long existence so far.

Your friendships, in fact, can only be successful and
long-lasting when your collective attitudes and behaviour

- reflect rationality, liberalism, patience and tolerance, forbear-

ance and magnanimity, forgiveness and selflessness, mutual
understanding and humility, submissiveness, mutual
accommodsation of each other’s sentimenta and due consider-
ation of each other’s interests in every day life. You may
judge from the following few references from the life of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
how oconsiderate, magnanimous, libersl, forbearing and
tolerant was the Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) towards the na.tura.l needs, faalmga and

~frailties of human beings:

* «] ocome to offer prayer and wish to prnlnng
the prayers. But I hear some infant crying on the woman’s
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| side and I shorten my prayvers, for I cannot afford to pﬁ-*h
the mother of the child to inconvenience by prolonging the
. prayers’. { Bukhdri)

* Hadrat Malik bin al Huwarith states: “Some of
us young men of the same age group paid a visit to the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in
order to learn religion from him. We stayed with the Holy
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for
twenty days. The Holy FProphet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was very kind and tender in his dealings.
At the end of our twenty days' stay, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) felt that we were
anxious to return home. The Prophet of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from us: “Tell me
about the people you have left behind at home”. We -
related to him (peace and blessings of Allah bs upon him)
the affairs of our households in detail. Whereupon -the
- Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
commanded us: “Go back to your wives and children.
While living among them teach them everything you have
learnt here and urge them to cberve piety Tell them the
proper timings for offering prayers. When the time for
prayer comes, one of you should call the people for prayers
by saying Adhan and he who excels in knowledge and good
morals among sll of you, should act as leader in the prayer’.

| { Bukhdry Muslim)

+ Hadrat Mu’awiya b. Hakam Sulami (Allah be pleased
with him) relates one of his own experiences as follows :

“T was saying prayers behind the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) when s man sneezed.
Forgetting that I was saying my prayers 1 spontaneonsly
replied & San Yarkamakallsh whereupon the ‘people
stared in rebuke at me. I said -to them : “May: God protect
you, why do you stare at me 1" 1 folt, however, that
 the people wanted me to observe silence, so I kept mum,
When - the Holy Prophet (peace and bleserngs of Allah be
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‘upon him) had finished the prayers—May my father and

- . mother be sacrificed for him, for never had I seen nor saw

21,

afterwards anyone who was a better teacher and guide
than the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) he did not reproach me, neither beat me, nor
rebuked me. He (peace und blessings of Allah be upon him)
only observed: “‘This is worship and it is not proper to talk
In the prayer. Prayer is meant to announce the purity of
God, to acknowledge His Greatness and to recite the
Qur’an.” (Muslsm)

Be very much particular in prayers. Pray for jruur friends

-end request them to remember you in their prayers. Pray
for your friends in their presence as well as in their absence

Think of your friends and pray for them by name in

. their absence. Hadrat ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with

him) reports: “I requested leave of the Holy - Prophet
(peace and bleasings of Allah be upon him) to perform
‘Umrah. Granting the leave, the Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ““O My brother,
do not forget us in your prayers’, Hadrat ‘Umar (God be
pleased with him) says: “I felt so happy on ‘hearing this
obgervation of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) that I would not have felt happier had

I been offered the whole world’’.

E

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) hag affirmed : "“When & Muslim says a prayer for
his brother Muslim in absentia, Aliah acoopts his prayer and
appoints one of his angels on the Muslim who is offering
the prayer so that when this Muslim prays for his brother |
Muglim the angel says: ‘“Amen, you shall receive from
Allah for yourself too what you are asking for your brother.”
. (M uslim)

Beseech Allah in your sincere prayers: “*Allah, olear our

~ hearts of all grudge, vendetta, enemity and misunderstand.

ing and tie us with bonds of sincerity and love. Make our
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relationships pleasant by means of mutusal cooperation - and
love”. 8ay this prayer of the Holy Qur'an also :
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- rabband innaka ratifurralim.
*Our Lord ! Forgive us and our brethren who were

before us in the faith, and place not in cur hearts any
rancour towards those who believe, Qur Lord; Thou art full
of pity, Merciful.” | | (59 : 10)



Etiquettes for
The Host

1. Express your joy and love on the arrival of guest. Greet
him with a cheerful heart. Welcome him with open srms
and show him every mark of respect and honour. Do not
display stinginess, indifference, cold attitude or resent.-
ment.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of “Allah be
upon him) has observed :

“The people who believe in God and the Day of
Judgement should show hospitality to their gueats”,

| | (Bukhari, Muslim)

Hoapitality includes all those matters which are
essential for showing due respeot and honour to the guest
and to make provisions for his comfort, peace, happiness
and fulfilment of his needs. Sbowing respect to your guest
means treating your guest with politeness and in good
cheer ; to entertain him with pleasant oonversation, to make
provisions for his rest and relaxation ; to introduce him to
your other respectable friends ; to look after his needs, to
arrange provisions of food and drink for him with a libera]
and generous mind and to give peraonal service and atten.
tion to all the requirements of your friend. - '

“ Whenever respectable guests paid a visit to him, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
used to attend to their hospitality himself ”.

““Whenever the Holy Prophet (pence and blessings of
Allah be upon him) served mesls to his gueat he (peace snd
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to prompt the guest

371
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tepeatedly to partake more of the food. When the guest
had taken to his fill and expressed inability to eat more, it
was then that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upuﬁ him) ceased urging him to take more,

2. When a guest arrives, say Salam (peace be on you) to him
and pray for him. Then enquire about his health.

The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Hal atdka hadithu daifi Ibrahima-l-mukraming idh
 dakhkald ‘alaths fagdld saldmd. Qala salam.

““Hath the story of Abraham’s honoured guests reached
thee (O Muhamwmad) when they came in anto him and said;:
““Salam” Hadrat Ibrahim answered salim’. (B : 24.285)

3 Show generous hospitality t¢ your guests and offer: them
the best that ie readily available. On arrival of his guests,
Hadrat lbrahim (peace be on him) at once got busy in
making arrangements for their dinner. He (peace be upon

him) had a fat calf in his home, which he slaughtered and
got it roasted for his guests.

The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Fardgha ila ahliki faj@’ebi- tjhﬂr saminin faqarrabahi
tiuthtm 5 . - (51 : 26-27)

“Then he went apart unto his housefolk and brought a
fatied calf roasted for the guests ; and presented it before
them”.
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aal I gl Fardgha 12 ahliht also bears the meaning
that Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) went inside his
home- to make arrangements for the feast without informing
any ono lest the guests should feel informal or forbid
preparation of food for them for fear of eausing inconveni.
ence to the host. In that case, it would not be possible
for the host to entertain his guests.

Hadrat Abu Sharih, in his report of the manner in
which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} has urged the Muslims to show hospitality to
their guests, states as follows :

““I saw with my two eyes and heard with mine two
ears when the Holy Prophet ‘peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was delivering this counsel : ““The people who
believe in God and the Day of J udgment should ghow
hospitality to their guests, The firat night and ﬁmt day of
his stay is the prized day and night for you”.

' (Bukhari/Muslim)

To attribute ‘In’am’ (reward) to the first night and first
day of the guest’'s stay implies that as the munificent feels
spiritual contentment on giving away (reward with
deep sentiments of joy and love, a similar behaviour should
be displayed by the host towards the guest on the first night
and first day of his stay with him. Likewise as the benefici-
ary receives the (reward) with joy and happiness deeming

it &8 his rightful due and appreciates the munificence of
his benefactor, a similar attitude should be adopted by the

guest towards his host during the first night and first day
of his stay with him. The guest should not stand on
formality and ought to accept the offerings of the host with
sentiments of joy and close fellowship oonsidering the
host's hospitality towards him as his rightful due.

. Ad soonr as the guest arrives, think first of his natural
human needs. Make diaqraet enquiries a8 to whether he
wishes to use the toilet or bathroom. Arrange a bath for

- him, if it is required. Even though it may be a late hour
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for meals, ask your guest if he wants to eat-or deink in such
» discreet manner that he should not decline a8 & matter
of formality. Show your guest his hafi'dﬁm where he is
to atay. .
. Do not pester your guest with your eonstant company.
Similarly do not keep him awake late in the night talking
or discussing matters. Allow him sufficient time to rest so
that he may not feel inconvenient. When the guests paid
s visit to him, Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) left
them alone for & while and went inside his home to prepare

s fesst for the guests.

. Do fee] pleasure when the guests are dining with you. Do
not show any signs of stinginess, annoyance or weariness.
The guest is not a burden, but a sourco of blessing, grace
and Divine favour. Whomsoever God sends to you as a
gueat, He send s provisions for the guest also, The guest eats
with you whatever was deoreed for him ; he does not eat
your share of the divine bounty. The visit of a guest adda

to your honour and dignity.

. Protect the honour and dignity of your guest and conaider
his honour and dignity as vital as your own. In case any
one poses & threat to the honour of your guest, you should
consider it a ohallenge to your own honour and
conscience.

The Holy Qur’an u.ﬂirmu that when the people of the
habitation asseulted the guests of Hadrat Lat (peace be
upon him) with evil intentions, Hadrat Lit (peace be upon
him) rose up in their defence and declared ;: ‘“These people
- are my guests. Do not disgrace me by treating them
offensively. I hold their disgrace as an offence against my

own person’’.
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Qila inna hdoldi daifi fala tafdahiiné wallnquilaha wa
la tukhziin.

* “He said : Lo ! they are my guests. Affront me not |
And fear Allah and shame me not’. (22 : 68.9)

Observe all - the etiquettes =~ of Mospitality with deep
enthusiasm and eagerness for three days. The guest has a
right over you to entertain him  for three days and a
believer should always be extremely generous in discharging
their obligations. On the first day the guest should be

‘shown special hospitality.. Henoe make 'a_umptuuua nrrﬂnga-

ments for the entertainment of your guest. On the subsequ-
ent two days it does not matter if that level of sumptuous
entertainment cannot be maintained. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed :
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Wad-diyafatu thalathata ayydmn fam# ba‘da dhalika fa
hu wa lahu sadagatun. (Bukhari, Muslim).

“And hospitality is ordained for three days. Later
whatever entertainment the host offers to his guest is a
charity on his part”.

. Consider rendering service to the guest as your moral duty.

Do not consign your guest to the care of your servants and
children, Instead devote gourself personally to the

service of your guest. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to look after the

entertainment of the guests persomally. - When Hadrat
Imim Shifi ‘(God be merciful to him) paid a visit to Imam
Malik (God be merciful to him), he waa received with every .
mark of honour und respect due to a guest and was lodged
in his bed room to sleep for the night. At dawn Imam
Shaf'i (Rod be merciful to him) heard a knoek on the door
and & voice said in affectionate toues : *-May God show you
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His Mercy | Arise, the hour of prayer has come”. Imim
Shaf‘i (Allah be merciful to him) at once got up and found
Imidm Malik (Allah be merciful to him) standing on the
door with a vessel full of water in his hand, At this, Imam
Shaf‘i (Allah be merciful to him) felt some embarragsment,
noticing which Imdm Milik (Allah be merciful to him)
remarked in deep affection ‘‘Never mind, brother, it is
obligatory fo lock after the gunests’. -

10. Having lodged the gueat, tell him the location of the toilet :
provide him with a vessel of water ; point out the direction
of the Qiblah, and supply him with a prayer-mat. The
gervant of Imim Milik (Alish be mercifal to him), having
lodged Imam Shaf'i (Allah. be merciful to him) in & room
submitted. to him: ‘“Hadrat ! This is the direction of
the Qiblah ; the vessel of water is placed here snd the toilet
is located this way’’.

11. At dinner time wash your hands first and reach the table -
before your gueats wash their hands. When Imam Milik
(God be merciful to him) observed this etiguette, Imim
Shefi'i (God be merciful to him) asked him the significance
of this gesture. Thereupon Imim Mailik {(God be merciful
to him) observed, ‘‘Before starting the mesl the host
should wash his hands first and reach the dining place
before his guests in order to greet them at the meal. At
the end of the meal, however, it is the guests whose hands
should be waghed first and the host should wash his hands
lagt of all leat some more guests should drop in before
the host gets up from the dining place.”

12. The quantity of food and the number of plates should be
somewhat in excess of the actual number of guests. It is
possible that someone might turn up during the meal. In
that case, the host will have to get up and take the extra
trouble of making further arrangements. If the provisiona
and plates are already there the new guest' will be saved
from embarrassment and will rather feel happy and

honoured.
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13. Shﬁw selflessness and gacrifico in the cage of a guest, Provide
comfort to him at the cost of your own ednvenience. |

One day a person cameto the presence of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and.
submitted : “O Prophet of Allah (peace and hlessings of
Allah be upon you)! I am in a terrible agony of hunger’’,
The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) sent word to one of his holy wives (Allah be pleased
with them): <Send whatever food is available”, The
auswer he (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him)
received was : *"Tn the name of Allah Who has sent you as

Hin Apostle, there is nothing except water available here’.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him} thereupon sent the same message to a second wife and
received the some reply. The Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) made enquiries from each of his
wives, but anewer was invariably the same. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then
turned towards his companions and observed ; *“Who among
you will accept this man as his guest for tonight”. A

~ companion from among the Ansar (Allah be pleased with

. him) submitted : *O Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings
‘of Allah be upon you), I accept this man as my guest’’.

The Ansari (Allah . be pleased 1r:III{I'ii;Im ‘him) there-
upon took the guest to his house and told hir wife
“I have brought a guest from the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) with me. Show him some
“hospitality”’. The wife answered : ““T have Just enough food
for children and no more”. The illustrious companion (God
be pleased with him) said : “Put the children to aleep by
diverting their attention to some thing else and when you
serve the meal before the guest, extinguish the lamp on .

- some pretext and sit down beside the guest so that he may
feel we are sharing the meal with him’>. In this manner,
the guest-ate to his fiil, but the hosts passed the night on

- 8n emply stomach. Next morning when this illustrious



‘Companion (Allah be pleased with him) reached the presence
of the Holy Prophet (peace and hlessings of Allah be upon
him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon
him) on beholding him observed : The goodness both of
you displayed towards your guest has won you the immense
pleasure of God”, (Bukhari, M uslim)

14. Even if your guest has treated you with bad manners and
given you a cold shoulder on some occasion in the past,
behave towards him with generosity, liberality and
magnanimity,

| Hadrat Abul-Ahwas Jashmi (God be pleased with
him). Telates  about his father that once he submitt.

ed to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) : “If I come across someone and he does not
perform his duty of hospitality and enterteinment towards
me and later if he happens to meet me, is it obligatory
upon me to show him hospitality ¢ Or should I act towards
him in the same impolite and indifferent manner ¥ The
- Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ““No, you should perform your obligation of
" hospitality towards him in any case”. (Mishkat)

15. Make a request to your guest to offer a prayer invoking the
favour and grace of God on you, especially when the guest
is & man of piety, a devotee of religion and & person of
excellent faith. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, Busr (Allah -be
pleased with him} reports : ““The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) once stayed as a guest
with my father. We presented to him a dish of “Harisa’.
The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) ate some of it, Afterwards we offered some dates.
The Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of Allah be- upon
him) ate the dates and taking the kernels betiween the two
forefingers of his hand, cast them away. Finally we
presented a drink, He (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon
him) toock some draughts of it and passed it on to the next
person sitting on his right. When the Holy Prophet (peace
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) got up to leave, my
father took hold of the bridle of his horse and submitted :
“0 Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you) | Pray for us”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for him.
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Allahumma barik lahum fima mzaqtahuﬁ - waghfir lahum
swarhamhum. (Tirmsdhs).

“O God! Bless the provisions you have vouchsafed
to them with Thy increased bounty, grant them salvation
and show them Thy Mercy”.



Etiquettes
for Guest

I. When you pay a visit to someone as 5 guest, do take some
gifts for the host or for hig children according to your
means. Keep in mind the taste and liking of your host
while choosing gifts for him. Exchange of presentas and
gifts augments sentiments of love and . promotes intimate
relationship. The gift creates & soft corner in the heart of
the receiver for the donor. |

2. Do not stay for more than three deys as & guest with any
one, save under special circumatances or when the host
insists on your staying with him for a longer period. The

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alish be upon him)
affirms :

“It is not permissible for a guest to stay so long with
the hoat as to caunse him trouble”. (4i-Adab-ul-Mufrad)
‘Sahth Muslim’ reports : *It is not permiesible for a
Muslim to stay so long with his brother &3 to make him a

sinner’’. The people submitted : “Q Prophet of God
(peace and bleesings of Allah be upon you ! How will a
Muslim make his brother a sinner in this manner ’? By

staying 8o long with his brother that his brother may be
exhausted of all means of entertaining him”. "

3. Do not always be a guest of others. Invite others also to
be your guests and entertain them liberally.

4. When you go to stay as a gueat with aumabody; take
necesaary baggage and bedding ete. according to the season
along with you. In winter, especially, never forget to take
the bedding with you, otherwise the hast will be put: to
extreme hardship. It is highly improper that the guest
shall in any way become an unbearable burden for the host,

¢80
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Keep in mind the engagements and duties of your host.
Take cere that your host’s otcupation, duties and engage-
‘ments are not in any way disturbed by your presence as a
guest with him. |
Do not make all gorts of demands on your host. Be content
~with whatever provisions be makes for your comfort and
entertainment and thark him for this. Do not put him in
any extraordinary trouble,
- 1f your host’s women are not your close or blood relation,
avoid entering info conversation with them without reason.
- Do not eavesdrop on the mutual conversation of vour host’s
women.. Behave youreelf in such a manner that your c¢on.
versation or conduct dces not become a nuisance for them.
Do not violate the privacy and the limitations of Purdah in
any case.
. If for some reason you do not wish to eat with your host,
Or you are observing a fast, excuse yourself politely and
- 88y & prayer invoking the Grace and Blessings of Allah
upon your host,

When Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) presented
& sumptuous meal to his venerable guests and the guests
would not partake of it, Hadrat Ibrabim (peace he upon
him)} said to them : “Gentlemen, why don’t you eat 1"
In a bid to put Hadrat Ibrahim at ease the angels sub.
mitted : ‘‘Please do not take it ill. Asaa matter of fact,
wo cannot eat. We have come only to convey the glad
tidings of the birth of a talented son to you”.,
When you attend a feast, 88y a prayer at the end of
the meal invoking Allah to bless the host with extensive
means, grace, favour, salvation and His Mercy. Hadrat
Abu Athhim b. Tahan (Allash be pleased with him} once
invited the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
- upon him) and his illustrioug Companions (Allah be pleased
with them) to a feast. When the meal was over, the Holy
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ‘“Reward your brother’*, The illustrious
Companions (God be pleased with them) submitted :



“How can we reward him, O Prophet of Allah {peace and
bleasings of Allah be upon you) 1 The Holy Prophet
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) obaerved :
“When a man pays a visit to his brother and eats and
drinks thers, he can reward his brother by praying for
God’s favour and blessings upon his brother”,

| | (A% Darwsid)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) once visited the house of Hadrat S8a‘d b,
*Ubadah (Allah be pleased with him). Hadrat Sa‘d {God be
pleased with him) presented to the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allsh be upon him) bread and olive oil.
The Prophet of Allah (peace and blessing of Allah be upon
him) took the meal and then prayed for him :
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Aftara ‘indakum-us-sd’ iméing wa akals ia'amakum-ul-
abraru wa sallat ‘alaikum.ul-mald’ikah. (dbu Dawud)

“May the fasting people break their fasta with your
provisions ! May the pious partake of your meals and
may the angels pray for Allah’s Mercy and forgivenesa for
you'’.
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' Etiguettes
of Sittings

Try to keep company with persons of good character.

2. Join in the conversation that is going on among those present

in the company. To exclude yourself from the conversation
and to sit in company with a frowning face betrays a haughty
attitude, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to take an sotive part in the conver-
sation among his illustrious companions (Allah be pleased
with them). Do not adopt a gloomy attitude or a posture of
depression while sitting in a company, Wear a smile on

~ your face and sit in the company in a fresh and joyous

mood,
Try that the remembrance of Allah and the life in the Here.

~after should form part of discussion in each of your meet-

ings. When you feel that the interest of the participanta is
lagging in conversation on religious matters, change your
topic to worldly issues. Later when a suitable opportunity

arises make ‘a discreet effort to bring the ta.lk round to
religious topics again.

When you go to a meeting take a seat wherever you find
room. Do not make a bid to move ahead by pushing
throngh or jumping over the heads or shoulders of the
people, Such conduot causes inconvenience ¢o those who
oame early and took their seats first and the man who
indulges in such impolite behsviour reflects a sense of

- self-importance and haughtinees, )

In s meeting,do not try to dislodge s person from his seat
in order to occupy it youraelf. This is 8 very bad habit.
Suoch conduct provokes hatred and ill-will in the hearts of
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10,

11,

12.
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others and betrays a sense of self-assertion and hanghty
attitude towards others,

In & meeting where pecple are sitting around in a cirele, do
not sit in the centre of the circle. Such a tehaviour is not
only ridiculous, but extremely ii:nprupa_r. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
cursed such defaulters, | _
Do not try to grab the seat of a person who leaves his

seat for & while. XKecp his seat reserved until he returns.
However, if it is known that the person will not return, you

- are free to take the seat previously occupied by him.

Do not separate two persons sitting together in some
gathering without seeking their permission. They might
be siti:ing together because of intimacy, love or for some
other reason and separation may hart their feelings.

Avoid sitting at a place of distinction in & gathering. If you
Pay & visit to somebody’s house, don’t try to take a seat
of distinetion, save in case the host himself insists on your
taking such a seat. Always sit in the meeting in a respect-
ful manner. Do not spread your feet or stretch your legs.

Do not make a bid to always sit near the person presiding
the meeting. S8it wherever you find room, and leave
space for those who arrive after you to find & place to sit
conveniently. In case a greater number of people arrive to
attend the meeting, you should try to adjust yourself in a

‘emaller space and generously leave room for the new -

comers to find a seat,

Do not stand before or around someone, even to show
respect as it is against Islamio etiguette.

No two persons should talk to each other in confidence in a
gathering or sitting. Thie annoys others and creates
a feeling that they do not deserve to be taken into confi-
dence. It may also create a misunderstanding among others

that the two persons are perhaps engaged in back-biting

“againgt others present over there.
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13, Beek the permission of the chairman before you say anything

14,

15,

16,

17.

18,

in & meeting. While you speak or take part in question and
answers, do not assume such role as if You are presiding over
the meeting. It may be taken asan attempt to impose your-
self upon others as well as an insult to the chairman of the
meeting. | | |

Ounly one man ghould speak at & time. Each one should be
heard with full attention. Eagerness to express himself
first in & meeting may create chaos and pandemonium.
The mattera discussed in confidenoe in the meeting must not
be spread everywhere. The participants are under oblj gation
to guard the secrets of the meeting.

Do not - broach another issue until the- meeting concludes

discussion about the matter under consideration. Do not
interrupt & speaker in order to start speaking yourself.
In cage, it is imperative for you to speak up at once, you
should do ao with the permisgion of the speaker, |
In the course of the proceedings, the Chairman of the
meeting should pay equal attention to all members. He
ghould address the meeting turning towards right and left,
#o that each side receives the bemefit of attention..The
Chairman should allow the participants & right to express
their views. .

Say this prayer before dispersing the meeting. Th&'maatihg
should not end without offering this prayer:
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Allahummagerm land min khashyattka md tehulv
bainand wa  baine ma’styatika wa min ia’atike ma
tuballighund biMl  jannataka. Wa min-al-yagini mi
tahiiny bshy ‘alaind madar-rud-dunyd. Allahumma
matis'ng bi-cemi'ingd wa quwwating ma ahyitiand waj-
‘alhul-waritha minnd. Waj'al theaarand ‘ald man
zalamand wansurnd ‘ald man ‘ddend we 13 tai'al
mugibatand ft dintne wae @ taj'al-td-dunyd akdara
humming wa 2 mablagha ‘iimind wala tusallil
‘alaind manld yarhamuna. | (Tsrmize)

“God, grant us Thy ¥ear and Mercy which may stand
between us and disobedience to Thee. Vonchsafe to
us that devotion which may entitle us to Thy Paradise.
(iive us such deep Faith which may render all wordly
losses a8 worthleas for us. God, grant ua the favour of
utiiiaing our senze of hearing, sight and physical strength
to our advantage and continue this favour even after we
are no more. Take our revenge from him who oppresses
us. Grant us victory over him who shows enmity towards
us. Do not put us to trial concerning religion. Do not make
worldly goods the ohief objects of our lives. Do not make
this world the limit of our knowledge and wisdom, nor
- entrust us under the nharga of a person who shuwu no
mercy to us,”



Etiquettes
of Greetings

1, Say ‘Assalamo.‘Alaikum’ on meeting & Muslim brother in
order to express your feeling of attachment and felicity,

The Holy Qur'an affirms :
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‘Wa idha ja MMMM yu'mingna bidyaling faqui
saldmun ‘alaikum, (6 : 64)

““And when those who believe in our ra?al&twna come
unto thee say : Peace be unto you'.

This verse which is addressed to the Holy Pmphet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) indirectly
teaches & moral etiquette to the entire Ummah i.o. when-
ever two Muslims meet each other, they should exchange
feelings of love and felicity with each other, and the best
means of doing this is that they should pray for the sal-
vation and well-being of each other. One should say
‘Asealamo-‘Alaikum’ ; the other should respond with 'Wa
‘Alaikumue salim’. Offering the salim is - a means of
maintaining and augmenting love and affeotion.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blmmgs of Allah be
upon him} afirmed :

“You cannot enter Paradise until you aoguire p.toty
and you ocannot attain pisty unleas you learn to love sach
“other. Lst me toll you a device. If you use it, youn will
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learn to love each other.  Make the practios of offering
saldm to each other common among you”, (M ishkdi)
. Always say ‘salam’ after the Islamic fashion. In personal
conversation or in correspondence, you must use these
words of greeting which have been prescribed by the Holy
Qur'an and Sunnah. Do not avoid the usage of this
Islamic etiquette of greeting, nor use substitate words or
expressions prescribed by modern gociety. This Islamie
mode of greeting is not only very simple, meaningful, and
impressive but also a comprehensive prayer for salvation
and peace. The significance of your offering & salim to
your Muslim brother is very vast. ‘Assalimo-‘Alaikum’
implies ‘May Allah bless you with all kinds of peace and
salvation’; ‘May Allah protect your life and property’; ‘May
Allah protect your hearth and home ; May He keep your
family and relations in safety’ ; ‘May Allah safeguard your
faith and belief” ; May yon live in peace in this world and
in the world Hereafter’ ; ‘May God vouchsafe to you graces
of which I know and graces of which I have no knowledge’ ;
I bear deep sentiments of good-will, love and sinoerity,
safety and peace for you. Hence do not have fear on my
scoount. You will never come to harm from any deed of
mine’. By adding ‘Alif’ and '‘Lim’ to the world ‘salim’
and saying ‘Assalimo-‘Alsikum’, you offer all the good
prayers for the addressee. Just imagine what better words

than ‘Assalamo-‘Alasikum’ ean be used for expressing heart-
felt felicity, sincerity, love, goodwill and devotion to the
person whom you meet, provided these words are uttered
with full awarensss of their significance. When you greet
your brother with the words ‘Assalimo-*Alaikum’, you in
fact invoke the blessings of Allah to protect your brother ;
- you invoke the blessings of Him Who is the Fountain of
all good and Whose Being is synonymous with pesce and
salvation. ‘Assalam’ is one of the attributes of Allah and a
person can attain peace and salvation only at the goodwill
of the Almighty and whomsoever He denies salvation is
deprived of it in both worlds.



The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he
upon him) has affirmed -

| {AJ-Adub~u£-Mufrad}

Hadrat Abu Hurajrg (Allah be pleased wit him} has
reported that the Holy Prophet {(peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed . “When Allah ocreated Hadrat
Adam (peace be upon him), He ordained thas Adam (peace
be wpon him) ghouid &pproach a group of angels and offer
them ‘salam’. Allah also counselled Adam (peace be upon

him) to listen carefully the answer given ' by the angels and

cribed for Adam (peate he upon him) and hig progeny.
Hence Hadrat Adam (peace be upon him} approached the
angels and said - “Assalamo-‘Alaikum’. The angels in
reply said :- ‘Aasalﬁmu-ffﬁlaikum Wa ‘Rahmatullah’ In
other words, the angels in their answer added the wordg
‘Rahmatullah’ to ‘Assalaimo-‘Alsikum’. (Bukhdri, M uslim)

The Holy Qur'an affirms that when the angels come to

extract the souls of the believers they say ‘Salamy-
‘Alaik’ on their arriva] : | -
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Kadhilika yajzillchul-mutiagingl-lodhing tatawaffaliu-

mul mald’tkaty tayyibing yaqilina saldmyn ‘alatbum

udk&uf-ui-janmm' b¥ma kuntum I‘amailgy (16 . 31-32)
Thus Allah tepayeth those who ward off {ovil).

““Those whom the engels cause to die (when they are)
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good. They say: Peaco be unto you ! Enter the gurden
becauss of what ye used to do”'.

When these God-fearing people will arrive at the gates
of Paradise, the sentinels of Paradise will accord them a

magnificent welcome wit,h the same words ;
. R ‘.-.." t - ST I..-‘: -t B .
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Wa sigalladMnatiagoy rabbabum tlal jannalt zumard
hattda idha ja’éha wa futihat adwidbuhi wa glla lahkum
khazanatuhd salimun ‘alaskum tiblum fadkhuluka
khalidin. (39 : 73)
"~ “And those who keep their duty to their Lord are
driven unto the gardens in troops till when they reach
and the gates thereof are opened and the warders thereof
say unto them : Peace be unto you! You are good so
" enter you (the garden) to dwell therein forever’.

And when they shall have entered Paradise, the angels
will enter from all the Gn.t.aa of Paradise and say ‘Aaaa.la.mu-

‘Alaikum’ to them.

Jratr ;-;u.: .m: ;é ;, ‘.,4, ;;;i;;:: 1 '-sah;;

~0 3 b - M- - -
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Wal mald'ikatu yodkhuling ‘alashim min kuils babin
salamun ‘ulaskum bimd sabartum fani'ma ‘ugbaddar.

“And the angels shall arrive to offer them welcome
from each Gate of Paradise and say to them : 1.5:}6 "r'.')\-
Salimun-‘alatkum. This is the recompense for your patience
and stesdfast conduct. Hence how excellent is this eternal
home’. |
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The people of Paradise will also greet each other with
the same words :

-r%leip#:’-?.aﬁmdl'-hr-kér*f#

Da'wahum. fihi aubhanuka alighumma wa tahiyyalu-
hum fihd salam.

“‘And therein their tongues shall pronounce, “0 God !

Thou art Pure and Supreme” and they shall pray for each
other in these words : “‘Salam” be on you”.

Even God shall send ,j:hem—gireetmg‘_& ‘Eu.la.m u.nd
‘Blessings’.

B IS Wy » ) ...-ij - A2 . -....i - ...-.-....Ii
r‘.-v‘-i_’jl_, f’“'uﬁ;ht}":d rﬂlwlwi ;:jl

u;f.igl.?dil;ﬁ'aj—b..hlﬁldsyw
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Inna as-habal jannatil-yauma fi shughulin fakikdna
hum wa azwijuhum fi zilalin ‘alal ar@’iki muttaki'dna
lahum fiha Jakiha- tun walahum ma yadda‘ﬂn Salamun
gaulan min rabbirrakim. ' (36 : 55-58)

“Lo ! those who merit paradise this day are happily
employed, they and their wives in pleasant shade on thrones

reclining ! Theirs the fruit and theirs that thay ask ; the
word from a Merciful lord is peace !

In reality, there shall be graatinga of ‘Salam’ for the
believers from all sides in Pa.ra.diaq

T o W o EP - - -'I-.-r . o B W o

, W L‘:ﬂ--')h .'.'“ 'L-.....r'u ‘}I} 'l‘,a..] Lp-! LJ__,M Y

Ld yasma ‘Gna fika laghwan wa ld  lo'thiman ilig
gilan salaman salama. '
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“They shall not hear improper absurdities. there, nor
{talk]_ of sin. There ghall only be greetings of ‘Salam’,
‘Salam’, on all sides". '
In view of these clear injunctions and evidence of the
Holy Qur'an and Sunnah, it is not lawful for & believer to
forsake the manner prescribed by Allah and His Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon  him) under
any ciroumatance and adopt other modes of expreasing love
and felicity. -
3. Say Salim to every Muslim, whether you have a prior
acquaintance or connexion with him or not. The condition
.._ —%that heé i yeur, Muslim l?_ljnthﬂr suffices for establishing a
~ relationship or making an acquaintance and & Muslim must |
cherish sentiments of love, sincerity, goodwill and loyalty
for his brother Muslim. A person submitted to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) : *“What
.18 the most commendable deed in Islam”? The Holy Prophet
- (peace and blessinga of Allah be upon him) observed : “To
- feed the poor and to offer Salim to every Muslim, whether
you have a prior acquaintance with him " or not”.
(Bukbirs, Muslim)

4. On entering your house, say ‘Salim’ to members of your
family., The Holy Qur’an affirms :

» am FE . e} L s A . = 42 EJI.-.- ..-..-
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Fa idhi dakhalium bugditan fasallimd ‘aI& gnfusikum
tahsyyatan min ‘indillahi mubdrakatan tagyysbatan.
- (24 : 61).
“But when ye enter houses salute one another with a
greeting from Allah blessod and sweet”. o
Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reporte. that
~ the Holy Prophet (peaco and blessings of Allah be upon
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him) had advised him: “Dear son! On entering your
house, you should first say ‘Salim’ to members of your

~family, Thieis an act of goodness and blessings for you

aud your family”’, | (Trimidhs).

-Similarly, when you call at somebody’'s houss, say
‘8lam’ before entering the house. Do not go into the house
without saying ‘Salam’ first.

L 03 9w ) L0e malI B30 . i By % B
Ua-rﬁ.v_’..._f,&b_,..: UJ:--L.-Y‘_,.AIJ.UlL‘.-L;

o e W) . '.’.p'_l.r

YV iy | Llal d.c i_J...LJ 3 ) guilong

Ya uyyuhdlhdhfm amanii - 15 tadkhuli buyiitan ghaira

bugitikum hatla tasta ‘nisft wae (usallimu’ ald ahlihd
(24 : 2.

“0 ye who believe ! Enter not houses other than your -
own without firet announcing your presence and invoking
peace upon the folk thereof”.

When the angels called .on Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be
upon him) as his venerable gueats, they offered ‘Salam’ and
in response Hadrat Ibrahim (peace be‘upnn him) also said
'‘Salim’ to them. -

Say 'Sslim’ to small children also. This is the best means
of teaching the children the manner of offering ‘Salam’ as
well as an observance of the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him}. When Hadrat
Anas {God be pleased with him) passed near the children,
he said ‘Salim’ to them and observed that the Holy Prophet

(pewe and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to do the
same’’, (Bukhdri, Muslim).

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar (God be pleased with
him) used to write ‘Slam’ in hie letters to children aiso.
(d1-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Wqﬁan can offer ‘Salim’ to men ; likewise men can offer
‘Salim’ to women. Hadrat Aemd Angiria (God be pleased
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- with her) states: “I was sitting among my lady friends
when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be
‘upon him) passed by us. He (peace and blessings of Allah
. bu upon him) offered ‘Salam’ to ua, ~ (4i- Adab-uLMu_frad |
| Umm Hani (God be pleased with her) states : ‘I came to’
the presence of Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) was taking & bath at that time. When I offered
‘Salam’ to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him), he (peave and blessings of Allah be upon him)
enquired about me. I submitted: Umm Hani, The Holy
Prupimt (peace and blegsings of Allah be upon him) sajd :
“Most 'Welcome.” | {Al.Adab-ul-Mufrad)

. Accustom yourself to say ‘Salam’ as often as possible and

" never- miss the opportunity of eaying ‘Balam’——=Hay

“Salim’ to each other as often as possible. The act of offering

‘Salim’ promotes love and in recompense for this act, God
grants protection from all pain or loss.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has sffirmed :
*Let me tell you a device, which will promote love and

friendship amnng j?'ﬂ‘ll Say Salam to easch other as often
~ a8 possible” { M uslim’

In nddltmn, the Hn]y Prophet (peace and bletsings of
Allah be upon him) also observed : “‘Make the practice of

offering “Salam’ common amung you. God shall grant you
salvation in recompense’.

Hadrat Anas {God be pleased with h:m) roports thet
~ the illastrious Companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say ‘Salam’ to each
other very often. So common and widespread was the
practice that if at times a Companion went out of sight .
. behind a tree and appeared in view again, he offered ‘Salim’

again. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Al!nh be,
upon hlm) has observed :
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 wAny person who meets a Muslim brother should say
‘Salam’ to him. Later if one of them goes out of sight
behind & tree, wall or a stone and reappears, he should offer
‘8alim’ once again on sesing his brother”. - |
| _— | ( Riydd us-Slshin),
Hadrat Tufail (God be pleased with him) reports : "1
used to call on Hadrat ‘ Abdullah b. ‘Umar (Allah be pleased
with him) often and also accompanied him on his trips to
the bazar. When both of us went to the bazar it was the
common practice of Hadrat ‘Abdnllah ibn ‘Umar (God be
pleased with him) to say ‘Salam’ to every passer-by, may he
be a junk-man, a shopkeeper or a poor or destitute person.
Tn fact he invariably offered ‘Salim’ to every person Wwho-
‘ever he may be’. |
One day when I called on him, he said : “‘Let us go to
the bazar”. I submitted : Hadrat (God be pleased with
you) what will you do in the bazar ? You mnever stop to
make any purchases,-neither enquire sbout any goods ; nor
atrike a -bargain ; nor attend axy company Iin the bazar,
Come, sir, let us sit here and talk”. Hadrat Tufail (Allah be -
pleased with him) observed : () Abu Batan {fat-bellied) !
I go to the bazar merely to offer ‘Salam’. Whoever happens
to meet me I say ‘Saldm’ to him”. (Muwalia Imam Malik).

. ‘Rewarte that each Muslim has a right over you to offer him

~ ‘Balam’, Discharge - this obligation towards a brother
Muslim npén _heartedly and never miss an opportunity to
‘say ‘Salim’ to another Muslim, -

‘The Hely Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
tipon him) has observed : *“Each Muslim owes an obligation
to another Muslm to offer him ‘Salim’ whenever they -
* happen to meet”, | (Muslim)

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleaged with him) states :
«The most niggardly person is he who lets go an opport.
_unity to say ‘Salim’,” | t AlAddab-ul.- M ufrad)

9. Always be the first to say ‘Salim’. If, God forbid, you

. _are not on good terma with someone, even then you should
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‘take the initiative in offering ‘Salim’ ang making up the
- quarrel, -

The Holy Prophet (peace angd blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed : |

“He who takes the initiative in offering ‘Salim’ is the
nearest to God"”, (4bu Dawid)

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of

Allah be upon him) afirmed : “It is not lawful for any

Muslim to severs all connexion with his brother Muslim for
& period of more than three days to such extent that if
they happen to come across each other, one should turn
towards one side and the other should change hia course
towards the other side. Between these two, he is the
suaperior who is the first to say ‘Salam’ to the other™.
| | (4l-Adab.ul-Mufrad)
Someone submitted to the Holy Prophet { peace and

blessingas of Allah be upon him) : “When two persons
happen to meet sach other, who should say ‘Salam’ firat1”

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be apon

. him) observed : “He who is better than the other in the

oeyes 'of God*, | , | (Tirmidhi),

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with
him) was so muoh partioular in being the first to offer
‘Salam’ that no one aver succeeded in beating him in this

respect.

Do offer the ‘Salim’ by word of mouth and say Assalimo.
‘Alaikum in & distinet voice 80 that the addresses may
hear it clearly. There ia nothing wrong with making a
sign with your hand or nodding your head if need be along

-with saying the ‘Salam’. For example if the person to

whom you wish to offer ‘8alim’ is out of the reach of your
voice, or he is unable to hear you because of deafness, you
must make s gesture of ‘Sslim’ along with uttering
Assalamo-‘Alaikum. .

Hadrst ‘Abdullsh b. ‘Umar (God be ploua_d with
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him) has observed : ‘“When vou offer ‘Salim’ to unmenliﬂp

. make sure that he hears it, for ‘Salim’ is the purest and

11.

12.

the most blissful prayer vonchsafed by God to man”. |
(41-Adab-ul-Mufrad).

Hadrat Asma’ danghter, of Yezid (God be pleased with
her) has reported : * One day the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alleh be upon him) passed near the mosque
where a group of women were seated. - While passing by
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) offered ‘Selim’ to the women with a gesture of his

~ holy hand”.

It is evident that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) made a gesture of the hand
slong with uttering the words Assalamo-‘Alaikum. The
Tradition recorded in the Abu Dawud also confirms this
point. Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her) states
that when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) passed by us, he offered us ‘Salam’.” It is
proper, therefore, to make a gesture of the hand or nod.
the head if need be, but the words of ‘Salam’ must be
uttered all the same.

Be particular in offering ‘Salam’ to your elders. If you are
walking along and some people are sitting on the way,
you should be the first to offer them ‘Salim’. When you
are part of a small group and ydur small group comes across
& larger number of people, the smaller group must take the
initiative in saying the ‘Salam’. The Holy Prophet (peace
end blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed :

‘““The younger should be the first to say ‘Salam’ to the
elder ; the passer-by should be the first to offer ‘Salim’ to
those who are sitting ; likewise a smaller group of people

should take the initiative in saying ‘Salam’ to the larger
group.” (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

If you are ﬁnuntad, you must be the first to say ‘Salam’
to the predestrians and to those who are sitting on the
WaYy. " |
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) The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be

13.

"upon him) observed :

“The mounted should take the initiative in offering
the ‘Salim’ to the pedestrians ; the pedestrians shonid be
the first to offer ‘Selam’ to those who are sifting on thé
way ; and a smaller group of people should say ‘Salim’ to

. the larger group first”, : (A1-Adab-ul-Mufrad).
‘When you call at somebody’s house and enter his sitting

room ot pass by a crowd or on arrival at a meeting, offer
Ralam’. Similarly, say ‘Salam’ st the time of taking

leave.
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed :

«“You should offer ‘Salam’ on arrival at a meeting and

" say ‘Salam’ again on leaving the meeoting and remember

~ that the recompenae for the first ‘Salam’ is in no way more

14,

.than the recompense for the second ‘Salam’. (The

implication is that you should not underrate the importance
of offering ‘Salam' on taking leave or consider saying of
‘8alim’ on arrival enough to cover the offering of ‘Salam’
at the time of leaving.}”’ - (Tirmidht)

On arrival at a meeting, offer ‘Salam’ to the meeting asa
whole ; do not offer ‘Salam’ to & particular person by name.
One day Hadrat ‘Abduilah (God be pleased with him) was
seated in the mosque when a supplicant arrived and offered
him ‘Salam’ addressing him by name. THadrat Abdullah
observed : “God affirmed Truth and the Holy FProphet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upou him) fully discharged
his duty of communicating the Divine Message™. Afterwards
Hadrat ‘Abdullah {God be pleased with him) went inside
his home. The people waited, wondering what his words
meant, At last, when he returned, Hadrat Tariq (God be
pleased with him) enquired : “‘8ir we could not grasp
the sense and substance of your utterance’”. Hadrat

“Abdullsh (God be pleased with him) answered : “The



. ﬂuly Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
~ affirmed that when the Doomsaday will approach nesr, the

15,

186,

17.

~people will adopt the custom of saying ‘Salim’ to particular

persone by name on arrival at meetings”.
N (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad).

If an opportunity arises to convey ‘Salam’ to an elder, a
near relati ve or friend through somebody else or by means
of a letter written by someone else, you must take this
opportunity to commnuicate your ‘Salam’.

Hadrat ‘Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) states: “The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed to me, ‘Aicha, Gabriel says ‘Salam’ to youw'. I
answered :
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Wa'alatkumusslamu wa rahmatullahi wa barakatulu. |
| (Bukhars, Muslim)

If you arrive at some place where some pmpia are adleep,
say ‘Salim’ in such a low voice that the wakeful may hear

it, yet those who are asleep may not be disturbed by your
voice, | -

Hadrst Migdad (Allah be pleased with him) reports :
«““We used to keep some milk for the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him). When the Holy
Prnphat' {(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came
home late at night, he used to say ‘Saldm’ in such a manner
that those who were asleep might not be disturbed by the
sound and the wakeful might hear it. So the Holy Prophet
(pokoe and blessings of Atlah be upon him) came and said
‘Ixldm* as usual. - (Muslim)

Make a cheerful and happy response to the ‘Salam’. You
owe this obligation to your Musalim brother who offers you
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& ‘Salam’. You shouid never mies an opportunity to
mpond to the offer of ‘Salam’.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed :

“A Muslim has five'rights over another Muslim :
* To make a responss to the Salam.
* To visit him if he is lying iiL.
* To join in the funeral procession.
* To aoccept the invitation.
* To respond to a sneeze™.

| Furtharmura the Holy Prophet (peace and Llessings
ﬂf Allak be upon him) an]umad “*Avoid sitting on the
road sides”. The people submitted: ‘‘QO Holy Prophet

~ (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you): It is an

18.

unavoidable necessity for us to sit on the roadside.”” The
Hnl.y Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: ‘If it is unavoidable for you to sit on the

- roadeide, then you must discharge certain olligations

concerning the roadside.’” The people submitted: ‘“What
are those obligations concerning the roadside ? O Prophet
of Ailah (peace and bleasings of Allak be upon you)”’? The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: “To keep your eyes cast down, not to cause
inconvenience, to respond to the ‘Salim’, to preach piety
end to forbid people to indulge in wicked deeds.”

In response to ‘Salim’, do not just confine yourself to
saying ‘Wa ‘Alaikumus salim’, but utter the words
Lt G R POY Wa rahmatuliahi' Wa barakatuhu

The Holy Qur’an n.fﬁ_rms :
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Wa tdA3 Auyyttum bitahiyyatiin fahuyyu bi-aksana mm?m
au rudduha (£ ; 86)

““And when ye are greeted with a prayer graet yo
- with a better prayer than it or repeat it.”

The Implma.tmn is that you should never miss the
oppertanity of responding to the ‘Salam’. Say a better
prayer in response by adding more worda to the ‘Salam’, or
at least utter the same words. In any case a response to

‘Salam’ must be made. Hadrat ‘Imran b. Haseen {Allah be
pleased J_with him) relates: *The Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was seated when a man
came and said pf.h‘- s A Adssalamo-*Alaikum. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
responded to the ‘Salim’ and observed: ‘Ten’ (in other
words the man had earned ten virtues). Then & seoond man
arrived and said, Alazee s [,LL; r’.)\-ﬂ Assalamo-Alatkum
Wa Rehmatulleh. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) responded to the ‘Salam’ and observed:

‘Twenty’ (in other words the man had earned twenty
virtues). Later a third man came to the presence and said:
Wy Al s WSoke WAt Assalamo- Alaikum Wa Rehma-
tullah Wa Bargkaiuhu The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) respounded to him and
observed ‘Thirty’ (in other words that man had earned
thirty virtues). (Tirmidhi)

Hadrat ‘Umar {Allah be pleased mth him) has reported:
“Onos I was riding behind Abu Bakr {Allsh be pleased
with him) and Abu Bake (God be pleased with him) said:
wte oA dssalamo ‘Alaskum to every one whom we
passed by and every one responded with the words oSdes
Wi sy oA Wa ‘Adlaikum Assalam Wa Rehmatullah.
And when Abu Bakr (Allah be pleaged with him) said:
Assalamo ‘Alaikum Wa Rehmatullah, the people responded
with the words; Wa'Alaikum Assalam Wa Rehmatullahi
- Wa Baraketuhu. Thﬁraugun Abu Bakr (God be }»lea&ad
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with him) observed: Today the people have surpassed us in
exoellence to & great extent. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

19. On maaﬁing gome one say ‘Assalamo ‘Alaikum’ first. Do
not atart conversation - straightaway. Start convarsation
only after offering the ‘Salim’.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blaﬂﬂmgﬂ of Allu.h be
upon him) has enjoined:

*“Do not respond if aumahndy starts t-a.]kmg before
saying the ‘Salim’.”

20. Avoid saying ‘Salam’ under the fulluﬁin'g conditions :
(1) When people are engaged in reading, listening to or
teaching the Holy Qur’an and Hadith,
(2) When some one is either delivering a asermon or is
listening to it. |
(3) When some one is announcing ‘Adhan’ or ‘Takbir’.

(4¢) When a religious topic is being disoussed in & meeting
or some one is tolling what Allah has ordained to us.

(6) When the teacher is engaged in giving a lqunﬁ.
(8) When somebody is relieving himself of exeretions.

Moreover, under the following conditions, you should
not only avoid saying ‘Salam’ but also express your
unconcern and apiritual agony in a discreet manner:

(1) When somebody is engaged in licentiousness and evil
aots or merry-making such as is forbidden by Shariah
and 18 thus guilty of contempt of religion.

' (2) When someone is defaming religion by uttering abuses,
mean and umelm talk, fabricated liea and nonsense or
is indulging in obsoene jokes.

(3) When someone is propagating views and philoscphies
which sre repugnant to religion and is trying to
proselytise people or inciting them to anti rahgmnl

- activitios and immoral and unethical manners..
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{4) When some one is desecrating religious beliefs and
manners and is indicating his inner wickedness and
hypoorisy by making fun of the principlea and
injunctions of the Shariah.

Do not take the initiative in offering 'Salam’ to the Jews
or Christians. The Holy Qur'an affirms the fact that the
Jews are the worst nation as regards their disbelief, denial
of truth, tyranny and savagery, falsehood and deception.
God showered countleas bounties upon this nation, yet
they always displayed ingratitude to Him and persisted
in wheir foul practices. It is the same nation which
assagsinated the venmerable Prophets (peace be unpon them)
sent by God. Hence the believer should eschew all such
conduct which shows even the slighteat trace of respect or
esteem for the Jews. On the other hand, the believers should
adopt such conduct towards the Jews that they shonld be
repeatedly reminded of the fact that recompense for offering
the most hideous opposition to Truth is always disgrace
and humiliation. |

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed:

“PDo not take the initiative in sayifg ‘Salam’ to the
Jews and Christians. When you meet them on the way, force
them to move over to the edge of the road.”

(di-ddab-ul-Mufrad)

The implication is that you should walk with such
dignity and in a statély manner that the jews and
christiang should move over to the _edgaf leaving the road
open for you.

However, say ‘Salam’ on arrival at a mixed meeting of the
Muslims and pelytheista. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allab be upon him) once passed near a mesting
in which Muslims and polytheists were all taking part. On
that ocoasion the Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of
Allah be upon hlm} had said: ‘Salam’ to the whole meet-
ing."”’ (4i-Adab-ul-Mufrad)
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23. In case an occasion arises to greet a non-Muslim with gome
words of respect, do not say Assalamo.‘Alaikum. Use
words like—‘Adab Arz’, ‘Taslimit’ (respect or honour to
you) ete. Do not make a gesture of your hand or nod your

- head or make any other sign which -is repugnant to the
tenets and-spirit of Islam,

The letter which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) had sddressed to Herasles contained
the following words of greetings:

N [
1 Je - e B .

. Lg..l.‘,” C_._.:_?'r “__f d.p rt’l—-
Salamun’ald manittaba’a albuda

“Salam be on him who follows Guidance (of the
Lord”).

24. Do ghake hands after saying the ‘Salam’ in order $o express
feelings of love, . felicity and reverence. The Holy Prophet
-(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself used to
shake hands with people and his illustrious Companions
(Allah be pleased with them) also used to shake hands when.-
ever they met each other. In fact, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had enjoined upon his
Companions {God be pleased with them) to adopt the custom
of shaking hands with each other, and had explained the
merits and importance of this etiquette in many different
weays. o
‘Hadrat Qatada (Allah be pleased with him) enquired
from Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him) : “Was the
custom of shaking hands current among the illustrious
*Companions (Allah be pleased with them)?” Hadrat Anas
(Allak be pleased with him) replied: **Yes, it was.”’
| | (Bukhari}
Hagrat Salama b, Dardan . (Allah be merciful to him)
states: ‘I saw that Hadrat Malik b. Anas (Allah be merci-
faul to him) was shaking hands with people. He aaked me
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‘Who are you?’ I answered: ‘1 am the slave of Bani Laith,
Thereupon he passed his hand three times over my head

“and observad “Hn.y Allah bless you with goodness and

bounty."

On ons occasion when some visitors from Yemen
arrived, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed to his illustrious Companions (God be
pleased with them): **The people of Yemen have come to
you and they deserve handahakaa more than.other visitors,’

| (Abdu Dawud)

Hadrat Huzaifa b Yamsan (Allah be pleased with him)
reports: ‘“"Lhe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed: When two believers meet each other
and after exchanging ‘Salam’ shake hands with each other
they are shorn of their sins as dry leaves fall off from the
trees’’, : (Tabrani)
Hadrat ‘Abdullab b. Mas’ud relates: The Holy Prophet

{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him} affirmed :
“To shake hands is to complete your Salam.”

When a friend, near relative or elder returns from a
journey, embrace him in greeting. On reaching Medinah
Hadrat Zaid b. Haritha (Allah be pleased with him) went
to the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) house and knoockéd at the door. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) dragging his
covering sheet behind him reached the deor and embraced
him and kissed his forehead.” - (Tirmidhi)

Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with him} states: ‘“When
the illustrious companions {(Allah be pleased with them)
happened to meet each other, they shook hands and when
any of them returned from the journey he was greeted with

AL ﬁ;ﬂbfﬂ-ﬂﬂ-ﬂ | | [Tﬂbfﬂ-ﬂi) _



"Etiquettes of -
Visiting the Patient

1. You must enquire after the health of the patients. To visit
s patient i8 not only a social require ment or a means of
promoting mutual cooperation and sympathy, but it is
also a right of a Muslim over another and an essential
pre-requisite to devotion to Allah. He who ia devoted
to Alish ocannot remain unconcerned with the ereation
of God. - To evade the obligation of offering sympathy,
consoiation and essistance to the sick is tantamount to
forsaking the remembrance of Allah.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed :

““On the Day of Judgment Allah shall ordain: O son
of Adam ! You did not visit me when I was ailing” ¢
The man will submit: ‘O Creator ! You are Lord of the
whole universe. How could I dare enquire after your’
welfare” | Allah shall ordain: ‘Such and such person
from among My ecreatures fell ill and you did not enquire

after his health. If you had gone fo enquire after
his welfare, you would have found Me there. (In other

words you would have earned My Favour and Blessing)”.
(Musiim)

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed ;

“A Muslim has six rights over another Muslim”, The
people submitted : ‘O Holy Prophet (peace and blessinga
of Allah be upon you) | What are those righta” { The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
affirmed : |
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1.. Say ‘Salam’ to your brother Muslim whenever you meet
-2, A'uuapt the invitation of your brother Muslim ﬁh’_&ﬂavar
- he invites you. i ' S
3. Offer prﬁpa'r advice with all sincerety to your brother
Muslim whenever he secks your good advice.
4. When your Muslim brother sneezes and says ‘Al-
: Hamd-o-Lillah’, respond with saying ‘Yar hamokallah’.
- 8. Viseit your brother Muslim whenever he falls ill and
. enquire about his health. _' -
6. When & Muslim brother dies, join in his funeral
procession’’. (Muslim)

- Furthermore, the Hﬁl}r Prophet (peace and blessingas of
Ailah be upon him) affirmed - |

- “Ha who enquires after the health of an ailing Muslim
* brother will find s dwelling place on the highest lsvel of

Paradise’, _. o (Ai-ddab-ul-Mufrad)
Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) has

reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Aliah be upon him) observed :

- “When & person goes to enquire after the hezlth of a
Muglim brother or just pays a call on him, a caller from the
~ Heaven pronounces, “you have done well ; your walking ig
| prﬁpitiﬂua ; you have earned a dwelling place in Paradige”.

- (T'érmidhi)

. Bit towards the head of the patient, pass your hand over his
head or body and utter words of sympathy and consolation,
80 that the patient may start thinking gbout the reward
and recompense awaiting him in the eternal world ; and he
- may abstain from uttering any remsarks showing impntianeﬂ,

or feelings of anguish and complaint. | -

Hadrat ‘Aisha bint Sa‘ad (Allah be pleased with them)
reports thet her father related : “Once while in Meocos I

. fell gravely ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and '-bleﬁ_aingu__ of
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Allah be upon him) came to enquire after my health, I
submitted : “O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon you) ! I am leaving behind a great deal of weslth
and I have only one daughter. Should I will away two-
third of my wealth and leave one-third for my daughter "1
The Holy Prophet (peace and Dblessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : “‘No”. I submitted : *‘Should I then will
away half of my property and leave haif portion for my
daughter” ¢ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him) observed : ‘No’. Thereupon I submitted :
0O Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon yﬂu] { ‘Should I ‘then will away one-third of my
wealth” 1. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon l.um} observed : *“Yes, will away one third of your
wealth and this is enough’. - Afterwards, the Holy Prophet
of Allah {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) placed
his hand on my forehead and passed it over my face and
belly and then said the following prayer :

“O Allah, bloss Sa’sd with health and complete his
Hijrat”. Since then whenever I recall to mind that moment
I feel the soothiog sensation of the holy hand of the Holy
Prophet (peave and blessings of AHah be upon him} to the
depth of my innerself”. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Hadrat Zaid b. Arqam (Allah be. pleased with him)
relates : *‘Once my eyes beeame sore. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited me to
enquire after my health and.said : ‘*Zaid, what do you do
when yeu are suffering from sore eyes”. I submitted: *I
endure this illness with patience”. The Holy Prophet
{pea.ne and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : If you
observe patience and endurance while you are afflicted with
sore eyes, God shall admit you into Paradise as a reward
for this”. -

- Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (Ailah be pleased with him) gtates :

“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessinge of ‘Allah -
- ~beupon him) visited & patient to enquire after his health’
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" the ‘Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

used to sit at the head of the siling person and repeated
the- following prayer seven times :

.p.ll= L bl ' =B b i.- B b 4".;-'.--

. &las, o adanll 2l O, wdanll & JLd
Aa’uluﬂaﬁ-’a!-‘aﬁma rabb-al arsh-il'. azimi an yashfiyaka’

“I beseech Allah Almighty Who is the Lord of Exalted
Heavens to grant you health” 1 | |

The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be
upon him) ' obgerved : ‘“The patient will certainly be
restored tc health if this prayer is offered seven times,
except in case the hour of his death has come”. (Mishkat)

Hadrat Jabir (All3h be pleagsed with him)} reports that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) paid a visit to an old lady Umm ss-S8aib (God be
pleased with her) to enquire after her heslth. Umm
ag-Baib (Allah be pleased with her) was shivering with
intense fover. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) enquired : *“How are you feeling’ ?

The lady submitted : “May God curse this fever which

is oppressing me”, On hearing shis, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :
“Don’t ourse the fever, It purges the pious of sins just
as the furnace smelts the iron and purifies it of rust”.

(Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

When you visit a patient, enquire about his condition and
pray for his recovery. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) visited a patient
he first enquired about his health and then used to observe :
«dl b2 OV #y9¢db b Y Li batsa tubirun in shd allahu,
“There is no meed to worry. By the Will of God, this

. illness will disappear and will prove a means of purging you

of all sins”. Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to pass his fight hand -
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over “the region of pa.iﬁ “and - discomfort sand say this

- prayer :

. .. Yoo 0.8 o T T
.Y--al_;.],l Wit PRI Y et “ u"'L"JI x] 'H.UI
- l'_r.r.-'.-.l.-_-.-.- .-..l.-"' - -
ll—l—' ¢ (5w K ladee _;Jul,-._: Y oalad shias Vi osl22

Allahuinma * adhhibil-ba'sa - rabb-gm-ndai Ak wa
antash-sAdfi 12 shifa’a illa shifa‘uka shifa’an 2
yughiidiru sagama. (Bukhari, Mualim).
“God ! Remove this pain. O Lord of mankind, grant
health to this person. You are the Healer, There is none
from whom we expect recovery from illness mave You

alone———@rant such recovery that this disease may be
completely uprooted®,

Do not sit beside the patient for long, nor make noige - near

~him, Ho wever, if the sick person is your intimate friend or

8 near relation and himself insists on your sitting beside him
for a longer time, you should comply with his wishes.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. *Abbas {God be pleased with him)
states : ‘It is part of the Sunnah not to sit for long beside
& patient, nor to make noiss near him”,

Do ask the relations of the Ijatiant about his condition and
OXpress your sympathy. Offer them all possible assistance

Or co-operation. For example, fetoh the doctor, or convey
& megsage sbout the condition of the patient, or fetoh
medicinea efo. or if required, extend financial heip also.

Hadrat Ibrahim b. Abi Habla (God be merciful to
him) relates: “Once my wife fell ill. In thoss days
I used to pay frequent visits to Hadrat Umm al-Darda
(God be pleased with her). Whenever I called on her, ghe
used to enquire : “Say, how is your wife i’ I answered :
“Ske_is still indisposed”. Thereafter, she used to send

-for food. I gat down and dined at her home and then
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came back. One day, when I called on her and she enquired
ahout my wife's health, I replied: ‘‘By the grace and
favour of God, shé has nearly recovered from her illness,
Hadrat Umm al-Darda (God be pleased with her) thereupon
observed : “When you used to say that your wife was

unwefl I used to arrange s meal for you., Now that she haa

gaingd her health, I need not arrange a meal for you"”.

Do visit a non-Muslim patient to enquire after his condition.
Whenever you get an opportunity invite his attention
towards Jelam in a discreet manner as illness makes a man
more inclined towards God and he gets more receptive to
the truth, . |

" Hadrat Anas {(God be pleased with him) reporis: “A
Jewish boy used to attend on the Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon  him). Onece he fell ill. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
visited him to enquire after his health., The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sat at the head
of the boy and conveyed to him the message of Islam, The
boy looked to his father, who wea standing nearby, as if to
seek his opinion. The father esaid to the boy: ‘'My son,
submit to what Abul-Qasim says”, So the boy accepted
Tslam. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) came out of his house saying : ‘*Thanks God
Who saved the boy from Hell-Fire”, (Bukhari)

When you visit the house of a patient to enquire after his
health, avoid looking about inthe house. Sit in a manner
that the immates of the house, particularly the women are
not within your sight. - |

Once Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, Mas‘ud (God be pleased
with him) went to the house of an ailing person to enquire -
after his health. He was accompanied by some others also.
One of his companions started gazing a lady of the house.
When Hadrat ‘Abdullah (God be pleased with him)
perceived it, he observed to his cumpenion : “It would
have been better for you to gouge out your eyes’’, |
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| 8. Do not go to enquire after the health of those who openly
indulge in sinful acts and flout the Commands of God
' unashamediy and obstinately.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b, ‘Amr {God be pleased with him)

obgserves : “When the drunkards fall ill, do not go to enq-
uire after their health.

9. When you go to enquire after the health of a patient,
request him to pray for you also. It is recorded in
Ibn. Majah: “When you visit a patient to enquire after

- his health, request him to pray for you. The prayer of a
patient is as much effective as the prayer offered by
angels’’. (The implication is that the angels offer prayers
only at the Command of God and hence thejr prayers
are always granted). |



Etiquettes of
Meeting each other

1. Whomsoever you meet, greet him with a smiling face,
Express your sentiments of felicity and take initiative
in offering Salam. It will invoke great blessings of God:
on vou, | |

2. Useno words of greeting other than those enjoined by the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah he upon him)
i.e., ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’. Shake hands if possible and
enquire after his hoalth as well as the welfare of his family,
The greetings ‘Assslamo-‘Alaikum’ taught by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) are
comprehensive in their econnotations and cover all the
blessings of this material life as well as our spiritual life
and religion. These words signify complete peace and ,
salvation. While shaking hands with somebody, keep it in -
your mind that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) never withdrew his hand first, but
waited. for the other one to release his hand,

3. Put on a clean dress when you go to call on someone ; do
not go out in dirty dress nor wear expensive garments
while going to visit someone in order to impress him with
your cosfly dress.

4. When vou intend to visit someone, make an appointment
with him firgst. Never visit enybody at inconvenient
hours. Buch a visit is not only an interference in others
engagements but also degrades you in their eyes.

5. When someone calls on you, greet him with an affectionate
smile. Offer him a seat in a respectful manner and

- entgriain him according to the occasion. |

313
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When you call on someone, confine yourself to talking
about useful matters, Do not waste time in useless
conversation, otherwise the people will dislike and avoid
you.

When you call at somebody’s house, stand outside the gate
and ask for permission to enter. When permitted to enter,
say ‘Assalamo.’Alaikum’ and enter the house. If you get
no response after pronouncing ‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’ three
times, don’t mind it and return cheerfully.

. While visiting somebody, do no$ forget to carry some suit-

able gifts with you, Exchange of gifts deepens feeling of
mutuel love and affection.

If a needy person calle on you, try to fulfil his need to the
extent of your means. If he requests you to recommend his
cage to someone, do it. However, if you cannot comply
with his request, you should decline in a polite manner.
Do not keep him in hopeful illusions.

10. If you cell on someone to seek his assistance in need, tell

11.

12,

him your requirement in a courteous manner, If he fulfils
your need, thank him. But if he declines, never mind,
say ‘Salam’ to him and return cheerfully.

Do not always expect others to call on you. You should also
pay visita to others off and on. It is the most pleasant
thing to develop social relations and to serve others
in need, Keep it in your mind that brothers in faith always
develop relations for good ends.

If you notice a little straw or any other thing clinging to
the face, beard or clothes of the person whom you happen
to meet, remove it with your own hands. If the other
person does the same for you, thank him and pray for him:

e B o = - 8 =5 -
Massahallahy ‘anka ma tafcrah

“May God remove all such things from you as are

- displeasing to ynu” .
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Whan you visit someene at night, be mindful of his
‘comfort. Do’ not sit with him for long. If you come to

know that he has gone to hed relurn cheerfully without
feeling resentment.

When a group of people call on ‘somecne, the man who js
talking should represent all his companions. Never try to
PTOB8 your importance or give prominence to your own gelf
ignoring the presence of your other campanions.
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2.

Etiquettes of
- Conversation

Always speak the truth. Never heaitate speaking the truth
even at the greatest risk. o

Speak .ﬂnly when yon :ﬁust, and always talk with

‘Purpose. Too much talk and uselesa conversation betrays

lack of seriousness, You are accountable before God for
every word fﬂu atter. The angel of God regords.

Ll .. & = » Ao .
el Vg e Ll L

Ma yalfizu min qaniin U3 ladashi ragibun ‘atid.

- “A supervisor remaing vigilant to pressrve on record
every speech that is uttered by his tongue”,

3. Always spesk politely,. Wear a smile on your face and

& sweet tone in your speech, Always speak in a moderate
voice. Do not keep your voice so low as to be inaudible
to the addressee, nor raise it 8o Ioud that the addressee

might be over-awed by your voice. The Holy. Qur’an
affirms : | |

| LR I -l o . E
AR IEI ] RRee ISP R AT ST o
Inna ankaral aswats lasauiul hamir. (81 : 19)

Lo ! the Ha.rshest of all the f;uieas is the voice of the
ass’’, -

Do not spoil u}ruur tongue with dirty talk. Do not speak
ill of others. Never indulge in backbiting. Do not

3lg .
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- gomplain againat - othera. Never mdulge in mlmickmg:

others to ridicule them. ‘Do not make false promises.
Never laugh at others, nor boast of your own superiority
or indulge in self-praise. Never get unreasonable and rash
in conversation, . Do not pass remarks on others or satirize
them. Do not call someone by a disgraceful name. Avoid
swearing froquently.

Always say what is just and fair regardiess of any lnuu to
yourself, yﬂur friend or relative.

i 1 T ¥ - 8 a -

Jj Iu.'.'.t UE—JJJ ‘Jj.lﬁll r—L’ 'l.'h!_,

Wa idkc:i quitum fadili wa lau kana dAd qurba.

- *““Angd when you say something, speak what ia just even
if you are talking about your relatitve’’.

. Be soft-spoken, reasonable and sympathetio in your unnﬂr-_

sation. Do not utter sharp, hn.rsh and taanmg ramnrkl

. When women happen to talk “with men, they shoald speak
‘in & clear, atraight and rough manner, They ought not

speak in delicate, sweet tone lest the. listéner should enter-

- tain any foul expectation,

If the impudent wish to antangla yuu in dialogue or
altercation offer them ‘Salam’ politely and leave them.

Those who indulge in loose talk and absurd conversation
are the worst lot of the Ummah.

. Keep in view the mental level and outlook of the man you

are talking to 80 as to make him understand. If the ad-

dressee cannot hear or is unable to catch your meaning,
~ repeat what yoy have said before without sny resentment.

10.

Always be brief and to the point in your talk. It is unfair
to prolong discussion without rhyme or reason. - _.

When you wish to explain the tenets of Iala.r_n_' want to
speak on the teachings of Islam be simple and clear and

" speak in a passsionate and heart-warming style. -To peek
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feputation through oratory, to try to impress, people with

flowery language, to seek papularity among: people,. to

1'21

13.

14,

15.

adopt a proud and heughty mien, or to deliver npeeohaﬂ
only for the sake of fun or recreation—all these are the
worst habits that corrups thﬂ man to the mrﬁ of his heart.

Never indulge in flattery, nor mgra.t.mta with anybody.

~Always mind. your honour and raupeet and avmd any

thing below yuur dignity.

Do not interrupt and 1nterféra in othera conversation wﬂ:.h

out their permission, -nor interoept others conversation
in order to say something youtself. If, however, you
must speak, do so with .the permission of other.
Speak slowly in aproper and dignified manner. Do not
gpeak in & hurried manner nor indulge in fun and jokes -
all the time as it degrades you in the eyes of others. |
If somebody puts & question to yon, listen carefully to him
snd make an answer after carefnl thought. It is simply

. fuuligh to answer the questions without due considcration,

If the questions are being put to somebody else, do not be

- go officiods as to give answers yourself.

16.

19.
- status and his relationship to you. Do not talk with your

‘When someone is narrating something, do mnot say ‘we

know already’. May be he reveals something new a.nd
impresses you by his sincerety and piety.
When you talk to someone, give due regard to hlﬂ age,

 parents, teachers and elders in a manner in which you

would talk to your friends. Likewiss, when you are talking

.__ to  youngsters, apen.k with affection and elderly dignity.
18'- .

While epgaged in conversation, do not point out tu?arda
any -one lest he should conceive any misunderatanding.

| . or guspicion. Apstain from. eav&adruppmg on others.

19,

Listen more and talk lees, Do not reveal your aecreti'
to others, ‘Once yon disgclose a uam:at to aumaana. -never

~ expect, it tn remain & secret any more.



Etiquettes of
_ Correspondence
Il. ﬁlwnya begin ydur lotter with the wurda '

f")” .r” 4“‘

-Bim:uah :rrﬂhmﬁmrruhim

-

In tha pame of Allih the Banaﬁment the Merciful
If you w:ah to use an abbreviation, you may write.

‘_LLAJ Kl

By Iamlh: Ta'aale.

- In tha name of Allah, the Exalted
- - The Holy Prophet (peace and Llessings of Allsh be upon
him) has affirmed: ‘“Any undertaking, which does not
commence with utterance of the attribute of God ‘Bismillah’
remains incomplete and unblessed”’. .Some people write -the .
numerals 786 in place of the words. This practice should
" however be avoided, because it is the words that carry
blesaings not the numnber. | | |
2. Do write your own address in each letter. Never omit
" your address under the impression that the addressee
" already knowa your address. Your address may not be.
naneaannly preserved by the addressee nor can you be sure
that the addressee remembers your address,
3. Write your address on the right hand side leaving.a little
- space 'in- between the margin and the lines of the-address.
Write your address clearly and take care that it umut
and the lpelhngs of eaoh word are alsc correct. |
4 Yuu must indicatg the date below your uﬁlrm
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13,
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15.

186.
17,

320

Aft»ar mdmnhng the date, write a brief 'aalutntmn to tha_
addresses. Keep your ‘salutation’ brief and aimple, such
a8 may communieate foelings of sincerity and close rela- -
tionship. Avoid words of salutation, which smack of
artificialty and convey a formal sense. Alongwith the
selutation or on the next line after it write ‘Salam Masnoon’
or Assalamo-Alaikun’ Do not write words hka Edah or

“Taslimat’. | o "

. If you are sending & letter to & non-Muslim, write words

like ‘Adab’ or ‘Taslimit’ instead of ‘Aaaalamu-‘Almkum or .
‘Salam Masnoon’.

xf(ar the salutation, write down your message or purpose
whith you wish to convey to the addressee, Close your letter

: wlth\h suitable compliment which indicates your rala.tmnuhlp

to thﬂ\addraaaae such as yours obediently, _yours Elnﬁﬂrﬁlj’, |
yours t?uly ete.

Your labter must be legible, clear and simple, so that it may
bomﬂjr and understood, and may impress the
Use.fluent and polite language in your letter.

Be brief, but never miss neuuﬂumry dﬁtmls to make your

point ul‘anr
Thmughnut the letter, from the salutation to the compli-

mantary close, pay due rargard to the status  of the
n.ddrasaee ' - |

Start mth a new paragraph for every new point.

Adnp)‘./ a serious style in correspondence and avoid frivolity.
Avoid writing letter in hot temper. Never write anything

_ .«_,ﬂ'qmwe Always adopt a courteous style in letters.

Do not discuss secret matters in general mrraapnndance
Put & dot at the end of each sentence. |

Do not read a letter addressed to someone else wthout his
permission. This is a grave violation of trust. However,
the elders and guardians should, as a matter of duty, go
through tho letters written or received by their children s



. 18,

19,
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- 23. Send & return card or stamp to those with whom you are.

24,

" 28,
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that they may ﬁnﬂ_-aut and guide them. Islam does not give

* free Iinance to the teenagers to indulge in activitieg that do

are not allowed to mix freely or to write private letters tq

~each other. Hence it ig the responsiblity of the parents to

keep an eye on the letters written to or by their children
till they are married. - - |

Keep up a regular correspondence with your relatives and
friends conveying t0 them your welfy re, .
When someone falls ill, or, God forbid, is involved iy an
lﬁcidant:ur some other u_a.hmity, do send aletter of ¢oncern
and sympathy to him, -

- On oceasions of 'uaramony,'fastirity or any happy develop-

ment, do send letters of congratulation and joy. | .
Always use blue or black ink for the purpose of writing
letters. Do not use a pencil or red ink for correspondence,

. When some one gives you s letter for the purpose of posting

1%, never forget to post it without delay. Negligence and
delay in such matters speaks of irresponsiblity '

not familiar,. - ~

. ;ddrlagﬁae as well, and do not %oRcentrate on the matters of

your own choice and intereat. You should pet -only com-
municate mnews of the pesce aad weifare of your own

family but enqnire about the pesoe and welfsre of the

fmily of the addressee and do not miake too many ' demands

oven in letters. A man whe makes t0o many demands

| dagrudos_' hjl_ﬂ self,



Etiquettes of
Business

1. Conduot your busineas diligently and with interest. Earn
your living by the swest of your own brow and do not: live
as & parasite on others. On one occasion, a man from
the tribe of Ansar came 10 the Holy Prophet ({peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and begged for
assistance. The Holy Prophet (peace and blesaings of Allah.

~ be upon him) enquired : “Do you have anything at home 1"’
The Companion (God be pleased with him) submitted :
() Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon you)! We have two things oply-—a canvas which
wo uge as bedding a8 well as & covering sheet and a
bowl for drinking water”. .The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded :  ““Bring
thoke two things to me”’. - k o
| The Companion (God be pleased with him) ab once
brought both the things to him. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) auctioned them for two
dirhams and handing over the money t% the Companion,
. observed : ‘‘Go, buy some food for one dirham and leave
it with your family, snd buy an axe for the other
dirhﬂm‘,. | B . . . ;
‘The Holy Prophet - (peace and blessings of Allah be
“upon - him). fixed s handle to the axe with his ownr¢
auspicions hands and observed to the Companion (God
“be pleased with him) : “‘Go_to ' the jungle daily, out
some. wood ‘and sell it in- the bazar. Come back after
~ ffteen days and report your condition to me’’. At .the
ond of & fortnight ‘when the Compsnion (God. be pleased
with him) returned, he ‘hed accumulated a sum of ten
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' “‘lii_rhm;'. The Holy Prophet (peace and blesaings - of - Allah
be upon him) was overjoyed and observed : *This hard-
eazned income is better for thee than begging from others
which might leave a stigma of begging on thy face on
the Day of Judgement’'. : | |

!

. 2, Carry on your business in right earnest and earn as much as
‘you can 80 that-you may be free from dependence on
others. Onoe the people submitted to the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): O Holy
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) I
Whioh is the best form of earning ¥’ The Holy Prophet
(potser and blossings ‘of Allah be upon him) observed:
“Barning with your own hands and income from the .
business which is free from dishonesty and fraud”. Hadrat

~ Abu Qalabs (God be merciful to him) to observe:

" «Qonduct your business in right earnest in the bazar. This
is the way to remain attached to religion and fre¢ from all’
dependence upon others’’. - T

-3 Promote your business by truthful means. Striotly avuiii_ |
- swearing falsely in the name of God. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alish be upon him) affirmed : *On |
the Day. of Judgement God shall neither address, nor look

- ab, nor admit that man to Paradise aftér purging' him of |

gins who endeavours to expand his business by swesring
falsely in the name of God”. (Muslim). Moreover, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) '
observed ;: ‘‘Avoid swearing falsely in order to sell your

. goods. Apparently it looks like promoting ynur' business
but in fact it lets your business down and damages the
goodwill of your business’. - : (Muslim)

4, Be honeet and truth worthy in business dealings. Do not turn
your lawful earnings into unlawful income by supply-
ing defective goods or by indulging in profiteering. The
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Al lah te upon him)
has affirmed ; ‘A truthful and honest t-rﬂ.dgrr will be-a.
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mmpumnn uf the Frophets, the righteous a.nd the martyrs
on the Day of Judgement” (Tirmidhs)

. Try to nupply the best qunhty of goods to the customers. If

& customer seeks your counsel, gwa him the best possible
advice. |

Take your customers into "ﬂunﬁdé;ma 8O ‘hhi:ﬁ they may

trust you as their well.wisher who will never deceive

them. The Huljr Fgophet  (peace and Dblessings of
Allah be upon him) has observed: “He who lived on
lawful earnings, observed my Sunnsh and did not ocause

_mischief to the people will be admitted to Paradise’”. The

people submitted : <O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon you) !. There is a great number of such

people at the present time”. The Holy Pmphét (peace. and

blessinge of Allah bo upon h1m} ﬂbuarvod “Such poople

) will exist even a.ftar me”’, Lo (ﬁrmﬁh;)

Be punctual Arnve at your plafsa of businessa in time
‘and remain there steady., The Holy Pruphet of God

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has obwserved :

++Set out in search of livelihood and lawful earnings early

- in the morning, for wurk in tha mnrnmg is uuupmmua and

brings prunpenty

‘Work hard and dama.nd hard and sincerc wurl: from your

employees. Disoharge your ubhgntmnu towards your

.. employees with selflessness sqd generosity and in & libersl

and polite manner. -Avoid lcﬂwlmg at them frequently or
lduptlng an aftitude of suspicion towards them in every-

 matter. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh

be upon him) observed : ‘“God never blessss a nation
with piety where the weak dﬂ not get their right'’.

Be polite and liberal to your uuutomuru Never be harsh to

| _thnua who sk for loan from you meither dissppoint them,,
- nor press them unduly hard for return of your loan. Tha

- Holy Prophet (peace and hlamnga of Allsh bé upon l:um;*.

hu iﬁrmod
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“May-God bless the person who observes politeness and

'hdurteay in business dealings and in demanding his money

‘back.” - o . (Bulkhdri)
Moreover, the Holy Prophet {pesce and Bluiingn of

Allah bs upon him) observed : - |

~ “Any person who draves for the ‘protection of God

against the afliction and oppression of the Day of

Judgement shbuld sllow enough time to the hard-pressed

- debtor or relieve him of the burden of debt altogether™.

10.

| | | . {Muslim)
Avoid concesling the defect of the goods and making false
representations to the customer. You should openly declare

the defects or inferior guality of your goods to the customer,
Once the Holy . Prophet (peace and  blessings of Allah

" be upan him) passed by & hoap of .grain. The 'Hulf'

Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon him) put his
hand into the heap and felt that his fingers had csught
some dampness.  The Prophet of God (peace and. blessings
of Allah be upou him) enguired from the grain dealer,
«Whet is this ¥’ The dealer submitted : O Holy

 Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
~you)! Bome rain poured over this heap’. Thereupon the
| Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
. observed : “Why did you not put the wet grain on top. of

the heap 8o that people may readily notice if. The man

" who deceives people has nothing to do with me”. -

11.

Do not hoard foodstufs anticipating # rise in prices.
Strictly dvoid causing distress tpi"the people by such
s vicious mot. The Prophet (M snd biessings of Allsh
bnuyon' him) observed : "‘'The hﬂlr#‘l;'i!__nl sinner”’, On
snother oocasion, the Holy Pmphet'{pénaa and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed: ‘‘How wicked is  the
hoarder ! . When God mwakes goods cheap,: the hoarder in
afflicted with sorrow, and when the prices go up, he rejoicen’.

T | ' - {Mishkal),
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12 Give the euatomer full value of his munay Bo_honest

. in_ weights and messures. Stiok to one standard of give

and take. Addressing the dealers on weights and measures,

. the Holy Prophet (paaue and blesumgﬂ of Allah be upan

o hlm) warned :

13.

“Yon have been charged 'mth two duties while the

people before you have perished ﬂl‘ll}" because thay failed
to fulfil these dutmu

“The Hﬂlj? Qur an aﬁma
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| Wm!u?hl mutuﬁﬂna! ladhing  idhaktald ‘alan-nasi
_'yﬂaﬁnufunﬂ a - idhd  kalihum autcazanthum yikhsi-

ran'  ald yozunnu @liiks annahum mab'ithana
hyuumm azim. Yauma yagumunndsu li-rabbil*alamin. _

- _.“Wﬁaluntﬂ the defrauders ; those when thiey take the

" measure froam others they demand it full, but if they

measure unto them or weigh for them they give less,- Do
such {men) not consider that they will be raised again unto

‘an aweful Day, the day when ( nll} mankind atand . before

the Lord of tha worlds ¥ . (83 : 1-6)

2

Do mmpanmta for lapses of business ethics and gwa away
in cash and kind as much as you can in the name of God
without fail. The Holy Prophet (peace and blesamga of
Allsh. ]:m upon him) ammned upon the tra.ders

“0 traders and buamaaaman! There is every chance
of exaggeration and lie in na]hng ynur Enmmndlt-lﬂﬂ.
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Hence onmpbnufa -_ {your faults) by spending as much as
you can (to help the poor and needy) (Abu Dawud)

14, And never lose sight of that buﬁinm which will secure
you from the fearful tortures in the life hereafter and pay
you in terms of eternal prosperity, pesce and pleasure. The

 Holy Qur'an affirms: |
aw ._j.'.j .-..-.'1...- i"r.l.’l'.rl.- o} b -i.‘ -i--i ' _
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. Ya nyyﬂhu!_ladhinu amand hal adullukum igla tijaraiin
" tunjikunt min ‘adhabin alim. Tu'miniina billdhs wa rasulihi

wa tujahidina fi sabililiahs bs-amwilikum wa anfusikum
dhalikum Lhairullakum in kunlum ta'lamsin. |
'- - . | (81 10-1)
“Q ye who believe ! shall I show you a Commerce that
will save you from & painful doom ; ¥e should believe in
Aliah and His Messenger and should strive for the cause
of Allsh with your weslth and your lives. That is better for

you, if ye did but know".



