*Etiquettes of
Respect of Mosque

1. The best portion of the earth in the sight of God is that
upon which a mosque is raised. The distinctive feature of
‘the devotee of God is that he loves the mosque also, On the
terrific day of doom when there will be no shade anywhere,
God will keep that persop under the shade of His Heaven
whose heart is devoted to the mosgue. The Holy Prophet
xpea.ﬁﬂ and blessings of Allak be upon him) has observed

“The man whose heart is devoted to the mosque will
‘rest under the shade of Heaven™. ( Bukhiri) -

2. Do service to the mosque ; keop the house of God popu-
lated. To render gervice to the mosque and Kkeep it.
populated is a sign of faith. God affirms : |
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Innamd Ya‘muru masijid-allahi man amana bil-lahi

wal yaum-il-@khiri, (Al-Tauba @ 18)
‘He shall tend Allah’s sanctuaries who believeth in

Allah and the Day of reckoning”.

3. Always say your obligatory prayers with the congregation
in the mosque. Maintain a regular system of congregation
‘and announcement of the Prayer-call in the mosque and
discipline. your whole life in conformity with the system

of the mosque. Mosque is the pivot around which the
whole eircle of a true believer’s life revolves. Thé Holy
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Prophet (peace and blessmgs ::rf Allah be upon him)
observed :

““There -are certain people among the Muslims who
stay in the mosque permanently and do not leave the
place. . They have angels as their companions. If such
people disappear from the mosque, the angels go about
loocking for them. If these people fall ill, the angels
enquire after their health and when they are engaged in
some task, the angels aid them——A person who aits in
the mosque antlclpatea blessings of the Lord",

(Musnad Ahmad)

. Go to the mosque with eagorness and enthusiasm to aa.y
your prayers. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: ‘‘The act of going
to the mosque morning and evening is like going to fight
in the cause of God”. And further observed: *“The
‘people who go towards the mosque in the dim light of the
dawn will be ascompanied by fuil radiance of light on the
Day of Doom’. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : *‘Each step
that & man takes towsrds the mosque to say his prayers
with the congregation, deletes one am and adds one virtue

to his account™. C (Ibn Hibban)

. Keep the mosque clean and tidy. Sweep the place and
clean out all dust or filth. Burn incense, especially on
Fridays so that the whole mosque becomes fragrant with
the aroma of the incense. The Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him} observed : ‘‘To sweep the
mosque ; to keep it tidy and clean ; to cast out all' dust
and filth from the mosque ; to burn incense in the mosque,
especially to make the place fragrant with the aroma of
the incense on Fridays—all thes¢ are acts which lead to
Paradise’. - AR - {lbn Majah)

Mur&uvar the HD]'\T Pruphat {paaua and hlassmga of
Allah be upon him) aﬂirmed “To cloan uut the dirt and
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dust of the mosque is the mehr (4+) {the consideration

paid for the marriage contract) of a pretiy-eyed Houri”,
{Tabrant)

Go to the mosgue in a state of fear and trapidatinn.‘ Say

‘Assalamo ‘Alaikum’ (peace be on you) on entering the

mosque. Bit down quietly and pray in such & manner that
your heart shouid be filled with the awe of the Greatness
and Glory of God. Those who enter the mosque laughing
and talking are oareless and impudent. The hearts of
such people are devoid of the fear of God. Some people in
their bid to join the congregation before they lose any

Rak‘ah rush forward into the mosque. This act is contrary

to the shnotity of the mosque. Whether you are able to
join the *‘Rak‘ah’ or not, walk in the mosque with poise,
dignity and in humility ; avoid hurried movement.

Sit down in the mosque in paaca and avoid worldly talk,

' To shout or make a noise, to cut jokes and raise laughter, to

discuss bazar rates, to comment on the world affairs or to
strike business deals in the mosque is a sacrilege. Mosque

is a place of Divine Worship ; use it for the purpose of

10,

offering devotions to God only,

Do not take such amall children with you in the mosque
who have not yet attained awareness of the sanctity of the
mosque leat thay shuuld discharge urine, defecate or spit
in the mosque.

Do nect use the mosque as a thoroughfare, On entering
the gate of the moaque it becomes obligatory upon you to
say prayers, or sit down and enguge in the remembrance of
God or recite the Holy Qur'in.

If you lose something somewhere else, do not make an
announcement of your loss from the mosque. Whenover
someone made such an announcement in the mosgue of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) .
was offended and used to romark :
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“‘May God restore not the lost thing to thee !"

11. On éntaring the mosque put your right step in and say

12.

‘peace and blessings of Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and
then say the following prayer. The Holy Prophet {peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Whenever
any of you enters the mosque, he should say ‘peace and
blessings of - Allah be on the Holy Prophet’ and then say

this prayer ; |
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Alahumm-afiak Ui abwaba rahmatika,
“Q God ! Open the gates of Thy Merey for mo”,.
| - ' (M uslsom)
After entering the mosque, asy two Rak‘ah’ of
supererogatory prayers. These two Rak‘ah are desoribed

by the term dmes)! ii  <Tahiyyat ul-Masjid’. Similarly,
whenever you return from & journey, go first to the mosque

and say two Rak‘ah of sapereragatory prayers and then

- proceed to your house. On return from & journey, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

used to go first to the mosque and offered supererogatory
prayers and afterwards proceeded Home,

On coming out of the mmq-na, put your lﬂfii ‘step out snd
say this prayer: - | I
- T "o 0 Psen. ey $hy.
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13." Maintain a regular system of announcing the prayer-call
and holding a congregation for the saying of prayers.
Appoint only such persong as announcers of the prayer-call
or Imam &8s are on the whole better than others in their -
devotion to religion and possess superior morals. If

"possible try to appoint those people as Mu’adhdhins and
Imams who demand no honorarium for their services and
are willing to discharge these duiies voluntarily in antici-
pation of the reward in the Hereafter.

14, Say this prayer after hearing the prayer-call, The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : “The man who after hearing the announcement,
of the prayer-oall offers the following prayer will thereby
acquire a right over me to say prayer for him on the Day
of Doam” | | . o (Mishkat)

..-..-l' - - .l * - HJA.-*

l—-’l ML‘J‘ i-"«uﬂ-”_’ UL»—“ E_’F--LJ’I l-l_h i...-'lJ. r*l“

| - as

'-!.- ot o mat B ..-r.--r w B e L. ='J

beldn a2usly mJll iyl M‘J 4...1.“-',11

t'..-..r......,.. e8P0 (50 e v B _esuB
..A..H £ s il L..l_;_,l_, il g ;_s.Ul 15_,4.3-.# ;

- 08 ad

.:Ln..‘“ ‘..Abu ‘;' J..ll----

Allahumma rabba hadhih-id-da'-wal-il-tdammats w-as-
- salat.il-q@’imats aati Muhammaeda-nil-wastlais w-al-
fadilata = wead-darajat-ar-rafi‘ate wab‘athhu magiman-
Malmuda-nil-ladhi wa‘adlahu warzugna shafa‘alahu
yaum-al-giydmals snnake la tukhlif-ul-mi‘ad,

. “God ! . Tho Possessor of thia Perfect Call and this
Congregation standing for Prayer! Grant Muhammad
‘(peace and blessings be upon him) thy Friendship, Grace
and Excellence and appoint him to that exalted state the
promise.of which Thou gave him and grant us the favour
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of Muhammad's (peace be upon him) intémeaamn with Thee
on our b&half Unduubtedly Thou never take back Thy
promises’’, |

16, When the Mu'adhdhin is apnouncing the prayer-call, repeat
~ his uttﬁmncas after him, However, when he Bays

“‘.l-'

3 _,J.,.JI ‘J.s u--—Huyyn ‘alassaldh and c'_".;@f > ~—Hayya
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‘alal falah say in raply ln-ehﬁ” ,_}-” -l-ﬂ l; 5"’ oy Yo dse Y14

haule wald quuwwate slla billahil ‘ahyytl aziml, In the
- course of annnunnmg the call for dawn prayers when the
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Mu'addhin says I'-"‘” oot a_’-l-,aJl-—AamIam khairum

min-anngum. (Prayer is better than sleep) say these words

in reply ‘@ 9 CSde”—Sadagla webararta. (You apuke
true and guud)
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16. When the announcer of Takbir 8ays ‘% _,.I..Ji e J.i’-@ad
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gama- bissalah say these words in raply Uoel 33 B! e it

—Agdma-hallahy wa adimaha, (May God preserve him for
 ever).

17.  The women should say their prayers in the home instead
of going to the mosque. On one ooccasion the wife of
_I-Ia.drat Abu Humatd Sa‘sdi (God be pleased with them)

. Hubmlttad -0 Pruphat of God (peace and blessinga of
Allah be upon youj'! I oherish & great desire to say

prayers in your company’’. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah- be upon him) observed : “I am aware

~of your eagerness. But it is better for you to say prayers
in your room than in the verandah outside your room and
saying prayers in the verandah of your house. is better for
you than saying prayers in the courtyard of your homs”,

Howéver, the women should try their best to supply
the need of the mosque. They should arrange the supply

- 1. There ia no pu—war_n.nd might but of Allah the Exnlt;pﬂ, the Magnificent,
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of water, mats, incense and perfumes and other articiea of
use to the mosques and should cherish feelings of deep
attachment to the mosque in their hearts.

Take grnwn up children with you to the moeque. Mothers
ought to persuade their children to go %o the mosque so
that they may develop eagerness and enthusiasm ¥or
prayers. Show tenderness, love and affection to children
in the mosque. If they commit any wrong or an act of
mischief, do not rebuke or bully them. Make them under-
stand the proper etiquettes with love and affection and
instruct them to perform good deeds. :



Etiquettes of
Saying Prayers

1. Observe perfect cloanliness and purity'fhr the purposs of

saying the prayers. Brush your teeth also when performing
ablutions, The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of -
Allah be upon him) affirmed : *“The distinetive mark of

the members of my Pmma-h on the Doomsday will be that
their brows and organs of ablution will be glowing with
the radiance of Divine Light. Henoce it is open to every-

one to enhance his share of the Divine Light as much as
he wants". -

2. Put on clean, neat, respectable civilized and proper dress
for observing prayers. The Holy Qur'dn affirms ;

s W) L L I QSR L -] &

.myurﬁ‘:&a‘jb#rﬂu‘ﬁ.

Ya bant ddama khudhi zinatakum ‘inda kulls masjidin,

"“Q) sons of Adam 1|

Adorn yourself prdporly at eaoch
“hour of prayer.”

3. Be punctusl in the observance of prayers,

PIaME K. L 0 S M. .. - B

-
c Bgige LIS pasadl o 2367 3 ol O
Innassaldta kinal ‘alalmu’'mining Litaban mauqitd,

The prayer has been made obligatory for the believers

- to be observed at prescribed hours. Hadrat ‘Abdullah b,
Mas‘ud (God be pleated with him) once aabmitted to the
Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of Allash be upon him) ;

116
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“0 Prophet of God (peace and blossings of Allah be upon
you) ! Which deed is the most favourite one to God”. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings.of Allsh be upon him)
replied : *“To say prayer at the proper hour”. Furtl'iﬁ;'mura, .
the Holy Prephet (peace and blessings of Alleh be upon
him) observed : “God has made five prayers obligatory.
A person who after performing ablutions carefully observes
these prayers in perfect humility at their proper hours
aoquires a right of salvation by God ; but he who neglected
these prayers has no right to anticipate forgiveness and
salvation by God. In this case, it is entirely up to the
Will of God to forgive him or to punish him" (Malik)

4, Always say your prayera in congregation. At times when
you miss the congregation for any reason, try to say the
obligatory (Fard) prayers in a mosque. However, offering
of Sunnat! prayers is permissible at home also. The Holy

~ Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
observed : “The person who joing the congregation for
prayer at the start i.e. first Takbir for forty days at a
strotch is secured from the torments of Hell as well as from

the evil of discord”,  (Tsrmedhi)

In addition to this, the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) also affirmed : *‘If the people
hecome aware of the rewards and hlessings of offering
prayers in a congregation, they would hasten to join the
congregation for prayer despite & thousand hinderances.
The first row of a congregation for prayer is like the
row of angels. It ia better for two men to offer prayers
together than separately. The larger the congregation the
dearer 1t is to God’’. - _, (Aba Dawud)

5. Say prayers in peace. Perform bows (Buku’) and prostra-
tions  (Sajdez) calmly. Rising from a bow, stand straight
with ease and then go into prostration. Keep a suitable

1. Prayers that are not obligatory (Fard ) but supererogatory offered by
... the Holy Prophet paactually and without fail. '
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interval between two proetrations and in this interval, sy
the following prayer :

s 8o . @ - o 9238 B . PR e B oW B
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Allahumm-aghfir I warkamni wahdint wajburni wo ‘Afin?
warzugni, (Abst Dawud)

“Q God, forgive me, be merciful to me, set me on the

right path, remove my misery, grant me peace and

provide for my sustenance.” |
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

" upon him) has observed : ‘The person who observes prayer

properly, the prayer itself Dblesses him with good wishes
in these words ‘May God protect thee in the same manner

LR

in whioh thou took care of me™".

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also affirmed : ““The worst form of theft is the
theft of prayer”’. The people submitted ; O Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) | How can one
commit a theft in prayer”. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon. him) answered : « By skipping
over the complste performance of bows and prostrations’.

Start making preparations for the prayer at once on
hearing the eall. Perform ablutions and reach the mosque
well before time. Sit down quietly in the line and wait for
the congregation to form, It is symbolic of hypocritea to
be sluggish, to tarry end go for the prayers in & languid
manner after hearing the prayer-call.

Apnounce the prayer-call with eagerness and zest. A person
askéd the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon) him : #“O Prophet- of God (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon you)} ! Tell me & deed that can lead me to
Paradise”. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed : ‘Announce the call for
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prayer”, Tha Prnphet (peace and bleaaings nf Allah be
upon him) further affirmed : “Within the extent to which
the call of the Muw’adkdhin reaches each man who hears
the call will bear witness in favour of the Mu'adhdhin
on the Day of Judgement. A shephord who grazes his
flock in the pasture and pronounces the call in s loud
voice at the fixed hour, all things within the radius of the
area in which his voice vibrates will atund testimony in
his favour on the Day of Judgement”, (Bukhdri)

» If you are acting as an Imam, discharge your functions in

rel ation to the saying of prayer in acoordance with all the
manners and rules prescribed by religion. Keep in view
the interests of the congregation and perform your duty
88 & leader well, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : *“The Imams who lead the
eﬂngrﬂgntmn in prayer in a proper manner and entertain

& high sense of personal responsibility for the good

performance of worship by members of their congregation
will obtain reward for the prayers of their congregation:
alsa. The Tmam’s reward in this case will be equal to the
combined reward of the congregation. However, the
reward and virtue of the members of the congregation is
not curtailed thereby’’. | (Tabrani)

. Bay your prayers. with humility in sueh a state that the

heart shounld be filled wﬂ:h a sense of awe of the Greatness
and Glory of God and your entire being should be
overwhelmed with trepidation and solemnity. It is a
great sacrilege to make unnecessary movements of hand
and foot, scratching any part of the body, to pass fingers
through the beard, to plug the nose with a finger or to
fold up your dress. Take the utmost care to avoid such
actions,

Seck to gain nearness to God through prayers. Say prayers
in such a state of mind as if you are in the presence of
God or at least be mindful that God is watching you.
The Holy Prophet (peave and blessings of Allah be upon
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him) observed :

““The hondman is naaréat to God at the moment when
he is lying in prostration before Him. Hence while you

are performing the act of prostration, pray fervently.” °
| (Muslim)

Say prayers with eagerness and zest. The formal obaerv-
ance of prayers es if prayer were a burden or a compuision
is’no genuine form of worship. Having said prayers of

- one time, look forward to the next hour of prayers with
eagernest and fervour. One day after having offered the
‘Maghrib prayers, some people stayed waiting for the hour

of ‘Isha prayers. Presently, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be vpon him) arrived with such hurried
steps that he (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him)

‘was panting for breath. The Holy Prophet (peace and

blessinga of Allah be upon him) observed : “‘O people i
Be happy, your Lord opened » gate of the heavens and
showed your view to His angels and said with pride;

- ‘Look. my devotees have finished one prayer and are

12,

awaiting the next hour of worship’.” (Ibn Majah)
Do not say prayers in & hurried manner with & sense of
‘Let us get over with. it’, like the careless and carefroe

‘persons, Remember God with a sineere heart and say

prayers with complete devotion and a solemn awareness
of duty and direct your heart, mind, feelings, passions,
thoughts and ideas to converge on God. Prayer, in order

 to become a genuine form of worship, must. contain

remembrance of God. The prayer of the hypocrites is

 ‘always d_E'miﬂ of the remembrance of the Lordl.

13.

Discharge the duty enjoined upon you by prayer even after
the prayer and manage your whole life in such a ‘manner -
that it should fully reflect the injunctions contained in the
prayers. The Holy Qur'an aifirms: ‘‘Prayer serves as a
deterrent . to immorality and contumacy’’., The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) eluci-
dated the same point through a deeply impressive simile :
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The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be upon
him} shook a dry hraneh of a tree briskly so that all the
lenves of the branch fell off. Thereupon the Holy Prophet
(peaco and blessings of Allah bo upon him) observed :
“The sins of those who say prayers drop off ag the leaves
of this dry branch fell off”’, Afterwards the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) recited this
verss of the Holy Qur'an :
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Wa ugfmi&au!ﬁm tarafayinnahirs wa zulafan min-alhﬂ.
Innal hasanati yudh-hibnassayyidti. Dhalika dhikra
Lidhdhakirin, ) | (11 : 114)

““Establish worship at the two ends of the day and
in some watches of the night. Lo! good deeds annul ill
deeds, This is & reminder for the mindful”.

Recite. the Qur’dn slowly in the course of prayers and

- observe other narrations of the prayer at a slow pace

with careful attention and devotion of heart and mind.
The practice of reciting the Qur’in and saying other
words of the prayer with understanding augments your

fervour and the prayer then attains the form of genuine
worship. '

Obscrve prayers regularly and don’t “éver miss any prayer.
It is the basic attribute of the believers to be regular and
punctual in observing prayers :
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Save worshippers who are constant at their worship”.

16.- Alongwith regular observance of obligatory prayers,

17.

18,

you should effer supererogatory worship and offer praises
to God frequently, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessingd
of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘“Any man who offers
twelve Rak‘ahs (supererogatory prayers) during a period
of day and night in addition to the five obligatory prayers,
God ordains a dwelling to be built for this man in
Paradise’. (Muslim)

S8y your supererogatory prayers (Sunnan and Nawafil) off
and on in your homes also.  The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed : “Offer
some supererogatory prayers at home after saying obli-

patory prayers in the mosque, God shall bestow goodness

in your homes as a reward for these prayera”. (Muslii).
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) himself frequently offered Sunan and Nawifil at

home,

When you set out from the house for dawn prayers, say
this prayer :
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“Allahummag‘al fi galbt niran wa fI basart niran wa
fi samI niran wa ‘an yamint nidran wa ‘an shimili
niron wamin khalft nitran wa min emami nigran waj el
U niran wa fi ‘asabl niran wa fi dami ngran wa fi
sha'ri niiran wa fI lisani niran waj'al ft nafsi niran
wa a‘zam 1 niran waj'alni niren waj'al min fouqi
nitran we min talti nidrar Allahumma a'ting adgra,

‘ | _ (Hisn Hasien)

O God ! Make Light in mine heart, Light in mine
éye, Light'in mine ear, Light on my right, Light on my
left, ‘Light above me, Light beneath me, Light before
me, Light behind me, and make thou for me Light,
Light in my tongue, Light in my sinews, Light in my
flesh, Light in my blood, Light in mine hair, Light in my
body, ‘Light in my soul and megnify for me Light! O
God bestow upon me Light ! | |

When' you hav e finished the performance of dawn and
evening prayers, repeat the following prayer seven timaes
before engaging in conversation,

- - * @ ..-. ﬁ.’.";.-r
Allahumma afirni minan nar.
“0O God ! Protect me from the Fire",

The Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} observed : -

“Affer the dawn and éraning prayers, repeat the

followirig prayer seven times before engaging in conver-

. sation. If perchance you die in the course of that day

or night, you shall certainly be saved from Hell”.
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20. After each prayer, repeat &l sezl Astaghfir ullak three

21.

times and then say this prayer :
.-.--..p - o ..p..p.’..-il' .-.’..-E .-"-“.’.ﬁ-
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Allahymma ant-assalmu wa mmk as-aaldmu tabarakia
yi dhal-jaldls wal-ikrdm. (M ushm}

“Q God ! Thou arﬁ the poace and from Thoee is the

peace; Blessed art Thou, O Lord of Majesty and Glory.
Hadrat Thauban (God be pleased with him) reports :
“The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
[ =1

upon him) used to repeat <! _,u-.wi (I seek forgiveness from

Allah) three times a.ftar ﬁrushmg each prayer and after-
wards said this prayer”. | {Muslim)

Observe proper care in keeping the lines straight for

' offering the prayer in congregation. Keep the lines

perfectly straight and stand shouider to shoulder close
to each other, leaving no space in between. Do not form
lines in the rear unless the front lines are filled. On one
oceasion in & congregation for prayer, a man was standing
in line in such & manner that the position of his chest
wag inclined forward. On seeing the man standing in
this fashion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) warned : ‘O people of God ! you must
stand in straight lines in a proper manner else God shall
cause you to stand in opposite directions to each other”
(Muslim, Vol. 1}. On one occssion, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Any. man
who arranges the line in a formation, God shall bestow
Grace on him ; and any man who causes disarray in the
line, God shall cause him to suffer chaoca®.

(ddd Ddwid, Vol. 1)
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22. The line of the children must be formed behind the lines
of men, Do not let the children stand with their elders.
However, in the ‘Idgah, where certain difficulties might
be faced or where the possibility of the lose of children
exiats, there is no need to send the children to form lines
in the rear, Make them stand with yon. The lines of
women should be formed either at the farthest rear or
separately if & separate enclosure has heen built in the
mosque for women. Similarly, in the ‘Idgah make separate
arrangements for the congregation of women,
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| Etiquettes of
Reciting the Qur’an

Recite the Holy Qur'dn,with eagerness and fervour and
put all your heart and soul in the recitation. DBe sure
that love of the Qur'an means love of God. The Holy
Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
affirmed : “The best form of worship for my followers is
revcitation of the Qur’an”.

Engage yourself in the recitation of the Qur'an most of
the time and never feel weary of reciting the Holy Book.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessinge of Allah be upon
him) has affirmed : “(God has ordained that any man

who engages himselfl in the recitation of Qur'an so cons-

tantly that he finda no time to send prayers to me, I
shall provide him more without asking than those who
ask”. (Tirmidhi) Further than this, the FProphet of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :
«The servant gets nearest unto God by ‘means of reciting
the Qur'an. (Tirmidhi) Instruoting the people to recite
the Holy Quz’in, the Holy Prophet (peace and blesainga
of Allah be upon him) also observed : “The man who
has studied the Qur’an and rcoites it daily can be likened
to a basket full of musk whose sweet smell is making the
whole atmosphere fragrant. And the man who has studied
the Qur’'an but does not recite it may be likened to &

bottie full of musk whose mouth has been erealed with &
stopper’’. - (Dirmidhi)

Recite the Qur'an with the sole motive of seeking
guidance. Do not recite the Holy Book for the sake of
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gaining popularity, or establishing a reputation for good,
harmonious recitation or making a namo for piety. Theso
are base motives and he who recites the Qur'an with these
motives in mind can obtain no guidance from the Qur’an.

4. Take care to be complotely neat and clean before you sit
down for recitation. Do not touch the Holy Book without

performing ablution and recite it sitting in a clean and
tidy place. |

5. Sit eross-legged with your face towards the Qiblah ani
recite the Qur’an with your head bowed, with utmost
care, complete attention, eagerness of heart and in a Ppro-
per manner. God affirms :
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Kitdbun unzalndhu ilaika mubdrakun [iyaddabbard
aydtihi wa liyaladhalkkara ulul-albdo. (38 : 29)

««(This i3) a scripture that We have revealed unto
thee, full of blessing, that they may ponder its revelations,
and that men of understanding may get gnidance from it”.

6. Az far ag possible recite the Qur’an in a clear and distinet
manner and read the letters correctly and utter the syll-
ables in proper style and recite slowly. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :
“Use your voice and style to recite the Qur'an in the
best mg.nnar”. _ | (Abu Dawud)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

up>n him) used to recite each word in a clear and distinct
manner and read each verse separately.

The Holy Prophet {pe&ca and blessings of Allah be
upan hlm) affirmed :

“He who recites the Qur’in will be told on the Day of
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Judgement”. Reeite the Qur'in now in tho same clear and
distinet manner and in the same harmonious style in
which you used to recite it with care and propriety in the
world and as a reward for the recitation of each Vverse you
shall be elevated one degree higher and your ultimata
place is near the end of the final verse’:. (Tsrmidhi)

- Do not recite in an extremely loud ‘or very low voice,

Keep your voice 2t a medium pitch. God ordains -
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Wa i3 tajhar bisaldtike wa 1 bukhafit bihd wabiaghs
baina dhalika sabilz. (17 : 110)

“Be not loud voiced in thy prayer nor too low voiced
but follow a way between'’,

Recite the Qur'an whenever you find time, but do try to
recite Qur’an in the course of Tshajjud prayer at dawn.
This recitation of the Qur’in entails the reward of highest
degree and it should be the aspiration of the true
believers to attain the apex of excellence in reward for
recitation.

. Do not complete the reading of the whole of the Holy

Qur’zn in less than three days. The Holy Prophet (peac..
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘“He who
completes the recitation of the full text of the Qur’in in -

less than three days does not understand the meanings of
the Qur’an at all”’,

Keep irr mind the glory and value of the Qur'in and
a8 you observe the etiquette of keeping your person neat
and clean while reciting the Qur'in, so also you muat
purge your heart of evil thoughts, wicked passions and
impure purpdaaa. The heart that is tainted with evil and
wicked thoughts and passions cannot appreciate and admire
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the glory and value of the Holy Qur’dn, nor can the bearer
of such an evil heart grasp the meavings and realities of
the Qur'dn, Hadrat ‘Ikrama (God be pleased with him),
whenever he opened the Qur’an, he often fainted. He used
to say: *“These are the words of my Great and Glorious

Lord’’.

Rocite the Qur'an with the conviction that on this earth this
Book is the only source of guidance for mankind, Meditate
end reflect deeply over the meanings of the Qur’in from
this viewpoint and try to grasp the realities and learn the
wisdom contained in this Book. Do not recite it rapidly
but form the habit of reading slowly, distinetly and with
carsful understanding of the meanings and try t@ ponder
over the message conveyed to us. I-_Ia.glmt ‘Abdullah b,
‘Abbas (God be pleased with him) often remarked : “I-
consider it far baetter to recite small Surahs like ‘Al-Qari‘ah’
and ‘Al-Qadr’ with understanding and care than to read
through the longer Surahs of ‘Al-Baqarah’ and ‘Ali-‘Imran’
at a rapid pace without careful understanding of the mean-
ings of the words. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) once recited this one verse over and

over again all through the night.
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In tu‘adhdhibhum fa-innabum ‘ib;‘idukﬂ wa in taghfir
luhum fa-innakae ant-al-‘aziz-ul-Hokim. (6. 118)

If Thou punisheth them, Lo ! they are Thy slaves,
and if Thou forgiveth them, Lo ! Thou only Thou art the
Mighty, the Wise”., .

Recite the Qur'an with full determination to adapt your
life to the injunctions of this Holy Book and to reform
the pattern of your living in the light of the guidanda
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provided by it. Make constant endeavours to order your

life in conformity with the Qur'anic injunctions and purge
your life of all impurities. The Holy Qar’in like a mirror
will clearly reflect each blot and spot on your character.
It is emtirely your own responsibility to wash off these
blots and staina from your life,

Fool the full impact of the verses during recitation of the
Holy Qur’'in. Rejoice and feel happy on reading about
the narrations of Divine Mercy, Forgiveness and the Ever-
lasting bounties of Paradise, And on reading about the
narrations of the wrath, anger and the terrific punishments
of Hell youg body should tremble, eyes should flow and the
heart should melt with the sentiments of repentance and
shame. Your face should glow with the light of happiness
on reading about the succestes of the pious and faithful
people and you should be seized with deep sorrow on read-
ing about the destruction of nationa., The study of verses
containing warnings and forebodings of torments shounld
maks you tremble and your soul should be filled to the brim

with the sentiments of gratitude on reading the verses
which bear glad tidings.

After reciting the Holy Qui'an offer a prayer. The words

of one of the prayers offered by I;I&l_lrat ‘Umar (God be
pleaaed with him} are as followa :
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Wihu lisani min kilabika wal-fokma lahd-wal ma‘rifata
bima‘anihi wan-nazara fi 'ajd’tbibi wal‘amala bidhalika
ma bagliu snnake ‘ald kulls shai'in gadir,
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“God! Whatever my tongus recites from Thy Book,
grant me the favour to reflect upon it. God ! bestow upon
me the understanding of it. Vouchsafe to me the knowl-
edge of its meaning, and spirit, and the vision to see its
niceties. QGrant me the favour to act according to its
injunctions as long as I live. Your Boing iz without doubt

Omnipotent’’,



Etiquettes of
Friday

1. Take full measures to olean and purify yourself on Fridays.
Bathe and adorn yourself in the best possible manner,

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (God be pleased with him)
reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
bo upon him) obserPed : “The person who comes to offer
prayers in the Friday congregation should bathe himself
first”, (Bukhari, Muslim)

According to the statement of Hadrat Abu Huraira
{(God be pleased with him), the Holy Prophet (peacs and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed : “Hvery Muslim

owes duty to God that he should take bath every week and
wash his head and body™.

Hadrat Abu Sa‘id {God be pleased with him) relates
that the Prophet of God (poace and blessings of Allah be
upen him) observed : It it obligatory upon every adult
youth to take bath on Friday and to brush the teeth and
use perfume if available”. (Bukhari, Muslim)

Hadrat Salmin (God be plessed with bhim) states
that the Holy Prophet (peace and belssings of Allah be
upon him) affirmed : ““Any man who bathes on Friday and
takes full care to keep himself neat and clean and uses hair
oil and perfume and then reaches the mosque just after
mid-day and does not pact two men sitting in a line in the
mosque and then offers the prayer which God had decreed
to him and afterwardas listens to the sermon ‘seated calmly
when tho Imam ascends the pulpit, God shall pardon ali
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the sins committed by him during the interval between this
Friday and the preceding one”. (Bukhari)
. Take care to perform good deeds on Friday such as most
frequent remembrance of God, recitation of the Holy
Qur’an, prayer, Sadaga, charity, enquiring after the wolfare
of the sick, joining the funerals, visit to the graveyard and
other pious acts.

Hardat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) reporta
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed : -

“'The most important day that ever dawned is the
Friday. It was on this day that Adam (peace be upon
_him) was created and on this day he was admitted to
Paradise and it was on Friday when he was expelled from
there (and was appointed the vicegerent, of God) and it 18
on this day that the Doom will descend””.’ (Musiim)

| Hardat Abu Sa‘id Khudri (God be plessed with him,

reports that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed : “There are five such acts that
if a man shall perform them in the course of a single day,
God shall write his name among those destined o enter
" Paradise. These acts are :

1. To enquire after the welfare of the gick.
2. To join & funeral,

3. To keep a fast.
4. To offer Friday Prayer,.

5. To emancipate & slave. (Ibn Hibban)

- 1t is evident that the performance of all these five acts
‘together i8 possible only on a Friday.

" In ancother tradition Hadrat Abu Sa‘id Khudri rapori;ﬁ
that the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed : *“Any man who recites Surah Kahf on

. Friday, a radiant light will glow for him in the space
between two Fridays’. (Naia'i)
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And Hadrat Abu Buraira (God be pleased with him
gstates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed : rQeventy thoasend angels beg
mercy for the man who recites Surah Ad-Dukhen on Friday
night and all of his gins are pardoned”. (Tirmidhi)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blossiugs of Allah be
upon him) has afﬁxméd . «There is a cortain blessed mom-
ent in the course & a Friday that any Pprayer said in by
a believer iz accepted by the Almighty”. -~ (Bukhari)

Which blessed moment is this ? The opinion of the
‘Ulame ig at variance on this point, hecause of the reason
that traditions mention different times in this respect.
However, the <Ulama agreo that two statements are more
correct than the others. According to one statement, the
intervening time from the moment the preacher ascends
the pulpit to deliver the sermon to the end of the prayers
ig the most propitious one. Another version holds that
blessed moment is the ond of Friday when the sun is
ahout to set in the horizon. It iz advisable, therefore,
that you should pass hoth the times in offering prayers and
supplieations in utter humility and reverence o the Lord.
It is better to add the following prayer with your other

prayers :
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abi’v  lake bini'matila ‘ﬁfny{y{: va abu'y bidkanbi
Jaghfirll fainnahe 13 yoghfir-udh-dhungbe ills anta
a‘udhu bika min sharri ma sana'tu. (Bukhdari, Nasa'i)

“God ! You. are my Lord. Thers is no deity except
You. You created me. I am Your servant and I hold firm
to my promise and allegiance to You as far as lies in my
power. I acknowledge all the bounties and favours that You
have conferred on me. T confess my sin ; forgive me, for
there is no one else except You Who has the power to grant
pardon for sins and I beseech protection against the evil
effects of my own sins”. - {Bukhdgri, Nas@'D

Obrerve TEi‘a‘.'ii:la,}i:=I prayers according to all the prescribed

etiquettes, Friday prayer is obligatoty upon every adult,
heelthy, resident and sane Muslim male, If there be two
men beside the Imam present at & place, the Friday prayer
must be offered. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) chserved :

“ The people ought not to miss Friday prayer under any
circumstance or else God shall seal their hearts (and having
been denied Divine Guidance) they will become one with
those who are fﬁrgetful (of Religion)". (Muslim)

According to the testimony of Hadrat Abu Huraira
(God be pleased witk him}, the Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ‘“Any man who
comes to the mosque for saying the Friday prayer after
bathing and washing himself clean and then offers ‘Sunnah’
prayers which God had decreed and then sits quietly till
the end listening to the sermon of the Imam and afterwards
offers obligatory prayers with the Imam, God shall grant
him pardon for the sins which he committed between the

preceding Friday and this one and the sins committed til!
three days bhefore”,

Hadrat Yazid b, Maryam (God be pleased with him)
relates : “I was going to offer Friday prayers when I
chanced to meet Hadrat ‘Abaya b. Rifa‘ah (God be pleased

with him) on the way. e asked me: Where are you
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going 1" I said : I am going to offer Friday prayors. Hadrat
‘Abaya (God be pleased with him]} remarked : ‘‘l congra-
tulate you. Every step you move, you move on the path
leading towards Allah”. The Holy DProphet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed : ¢‘TFire is made’
unlawful for the man whose feet are soiled with dust while

welking aolng the path of God”.

. Hasten towards the mosque the moment you hear the call

for Friday prayer. Close your business and stop your
other activities at ounce. Listen to the sermon and say

prayers with perfect devotion. Resume your business as
soon as the Friday prayer is over. The Holy Quran
affirms : -
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wadhlur-ul laha kathiran-la’allakum fuflihdin.
(Al-Jumahk : 9-10)

“Q ye who believe | When the call is heard for the
prayer of the day of congregation hasten unto remembrance

of Allah and leave your trading. Thatis better for you
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if yo did but know, And when the prayer is ended, then
disperse in the land and seek of Allah’s bounty, and
remember Aliah much, that ye may be successful”.

These verses contain the following injunctions for the
trae believers :

. A true believer should nﬁ'ar. Friday prayers with complete

devotion and full awareness of all the etiquettes of this

prayer, He should stop all other engagements on hearing
the prayer-call and hastén towards the mosgue.

T4 is nnlawful for tl?é true believer to carry on business
or to engage in other worldly interests after hearing the
announcement of the prayer-call and thus having forsaken
the memory of God to turn into & world-loving creature.

. The recret of a pious man’s salvation lies in his living

as & servant and slave of God in this world. Whenever
the call of God reaches him, he should, as & devoted and
obedient servant forsake all interests and set aside all
worldly advantages and rush to respond to the call of
his Maaster. He should proclaim by deed that the sacrifice
of worldly advantage for the sake of fulfilling the demands
of religion does not signify ruin and failure. On the other

hand, destruction and failure lies in transgressing the

bounds of religion in his lust for gaining worldly interests.

. The theory of remouncing the world altogether is falla-

cious. Msan should not be so much immersed in gpiritual
pursuits that he should become incapable of dealing with
worldly affairs. The Holy Qur’an, in fact, enjoins upon
the faithful to disperse on the earth as soon as the
prayer is over and to take full advantage of all the
resources and means of livelihood that God has provided
on the earth. The Qur’an affirms that the pious should
exert all their pnergies and employ all faculties in the
business of earning their share of the subsistence provided
by God. It ia not proper for a true believer to be depen-
dant on others for his needs, nor is it advisable for him
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to naglmt hin duty of providing for the needs of his depon- "
dants and to cause them suffering and dismay.

. The final important injunction is that the true believer
should not be engrossed in worldly affairs so deeply that
he should forget God, He should remember under all.
circumstances that the real gain and essence of his life is
the remembrance of God. Hadrat Sa‘id b, Jubair (God be
mereiful to him) remarks: ¢‘The remembrance of God
does not only consist in announcing the greatness of Allah
or uttering praises of God.

All thome are engaged in the remembrance of God
who ate busy ordering their lives in conformity with the
Commanda of God™.

Ib‘.[-n.ka nﬁ offort to reach the mosque for the Friday
~ prayer agsoon as possible and try to get a seat for yourself
in front line by arriving early.

According to the statement of Abid Huraira (God be
pleased with him), the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘““Any man who bathes
himself and washes his whole body to cleanse it of all
impurities and then reaches the mosque first is like the.
person who offers the sacrifice of one camel, and "he who
arrives next to him is like the person who aacrifices one
oow (or buffalo) and the one who reaches in the third place
ig like a person who offers the sacrifice of & horned ram,
Coming next to him is like a person who gives away as it
weore, one egg in the way of God. Later when the Imam
comes forward to deliver the sermon, the angels leave the
gate of the mosque and come over to ait in the mosque to
hear the sermon and say the prayers’’. (BukMri M uslim)

I-Ia.dnt ‘Irbad b. Siria (God be pleased with him) -
states : “‘The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to invoke mercy of God three times
upon those who formed {he first line and only onoe upon
yhose who were in the secénd line”.  (Ibn MZjab, Hm’:‘)
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And Hadrat Abd Huraira (God be pleased with him)
observes: “‘The people do not know the high degree of
reward and blessings reserved for tho people who form the
first line of prayer. It they know it, they would start

drawing lots for tho priviloge of joining thoe first line”.
(Bukhar:, Muslim)

Offer your Friday prayers in a congregational moaque.
Take your seat wherever it is available. Do not jump over
people’s heads and shoulders in an effort to get & seat in
front. This causes considerable mental and physical dis-
comfort to the people, disturbs their peace of mind and
devotion and diverts their attention.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas relates that the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

observed :

‘“The person who retreats from the first line of prayer
and stands in the second line with the intention that his
brother Muslim may suffer no inconvenience, God will
grant such a man reward and blessing twice as much as to
people in the first line’’, (Tabrani)

Hadrat Salman (God be pleased with him) reports
that the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allsh be
upon him) affirmed : The person who bathes himself on
Friday and cleanses and punﬁea himself as much as he -
can, and then uses oil and applies perfume and reaches
the mosque just after mid.day .and does not part two.
men Bitting together (in other words he does not commit
the error of jumping over the heads and shoulders of
people, or making his way through the lines or sitting
between two men by pushing them apart, but sits down
quictly” wherever he finds room) and offers prayer and
Suunah which God had decreed upon him. and afterwards.
listens quietly to the sermon when the Imam takes the
pulpit, God will pardon all his sins which he committed
during the period between that Friday and the preceding
ong” . | {Bukhari)
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7. The sermon should be brief as compared to the prayer.
The sermon in fact is meant to induce people to offer
devotions and worship to God, while prayer is not only
worship in itself, but the best worship. Hence it is in no
way proper to prolong the sermon and go through the
prayer quickly in a shorter period of time. ‘The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upor: him)
cheerved ;

“To prolong the prayer and deliver a brief sermom is
an attribute of the wise preacher. Hence say prayers for
8 longer period of time and make the sermon brief”.

(Muslim)

8. Listen to the sermon in sjlence and rapt attention, and
with devotion, eagerness and in a receptive mood. Make
up your mind with all sincerety to act upon the injunctions
of God and His Messenger (peace and bleksings of Allah
be upon him) that you have come to know through the
sermon. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh
be upon him) hag affirmed :

“The man who bathes and comes to offer Friday
worship and says the prayer which God has destined for
bim and then sits quietly and Jistens to the sermon in rapt
attention end with perfect devotion till the prescher has
finished the sermon and afterward says obligatory prayer
with the Imam, God shall perdon all his sins which he
committed during the period between that Friday and the
preceding one and his sins even committed during three
days before it'’, (Muslim)

According to another tradi#&'n: “Whon the Preacher
comes forward to deliver thg sermon, then it is improper

to say any prayer or engage in tonversation®’.

9. The second sermon must be dul#ered in Arabic. However,
in the first sermon describe some injunctions of God and
His Messenger (pesce-and blessings of Allah be upon him),
give some advice, provide gnidance and remember God in
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the local language of the participants of the congregation,
The sermons which the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) preached on Fridays reveal that
the Preacher should provide advice and guidance to the
Muslims in regard to the prevailing eircumstances. This
purpose can only be achieved if the preacher delivers his
sermon to the congregation in the people’s own language.

It is highly porpiticus 1o recite Surah al-‘Ald and al-
Ghishiya or Surah Munafiqin and Surah al-Jum‘ah in the
obligatory prayers on Friday as was the practice of the
Holy Prophet.
Make it essential to offer Darid as much as possible and
pray for His peace and blessings upon the Holy Prophet
on Fridays. The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of
Allah be upon him} has observed 3

«Reoite as much Darid for me as possible on Fridays.

The angels join this ‘Darid’ prayer and Darad is presented
to me . _ - (Ibn Majah)
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Etiquettes of
Funeral Prayers

Do join the funeral prayers.. The funeral prayer 18 a
petition of merey for the decoased and this is a duty which
everyone owes to the dead. If you fear the funeral prayer
will be over by the time you have performed ablutions,
then perform ‘Tayammum’ and join the prayers at once.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has observed : ‘Do say the funeral prayers. May
be this prayer inducea feelings of sorrow in you. A
sorrowful msn remains under the shadow of God and
welcomea every pious deed”. (Hakim)

The Holy Prophet (pesce and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also affirmed : ‘*‘The deceassed whose funeral
prayers are offered by three lines of Muslims will certainly
be admitted to Paradise’’. | (Abi Dawid)

. .At the time of saying funeral prayers, put the bier on the

ground so that the head is towards the north, the feet
towards the south and the face of the doad is turned in the
direction of the Qiblah . .'

. If you are leading the funeral prayer, stand facing the
- bosom of the dead. | ' -

The number of lines in a funeral prayer must be odd. A
single line would guffice if those present at the funeral
prayer are fow, but if there are enough present, fall in
three. As the number of people inoreases, form more lines,
yot the number of lines should be kept odd.

. Make a resolvé in your mind before starting the funeral

prayer that you are saying the funeral prayers to beg Mercy
14l
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from the Kind and Beneficent Lord for the daéaas‘ad. The
Imam aa well as the followers should make this resolve,

6. Whatever the Imam says in the funeral prayer, the follo-
wers must repeat the same, The followers should not keep
silent. However, the Imam should say Takbirs in a loud
voice and the followers should repeat them in a low
gound. | ’

7. Bay four Takbirs in the funeral prayer. Raise your hands
up to the ears while saying the first Takbir and then fold
them on your abdomen and offer praise to God :
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Subhinakallohumma wo bihamdika wa tabarakasmuka
wa tadla jadduke wa jalla thand uka wald ildha ghairuk.

««God | Thou art Pure and Supreme. High Praise and
Thanksgiving is due to Thee. Thy Name is the Most
Blessed one and the Bestower of Good. Thy Exaltedness
and Glory art Most High. Thy Praise iz Great and there
is no deity oxcopt Thee”.

Now say the second Takbir, but do not raise your
hands, nor make a motion of the head. At the end of the
socond Takbir, recite the ‘PDardd’ :

N S T Y P

- N B |

e 8 W - -
"o ..

.Iﬂ'-'.l" f -

Ja & 4 s - o T a8 =W - @
L s e S f.:hiﬁ'l Ji de s f'-"'J"ﬁlL}"'
- U 1.1-r= “-;-.l g = @ - M-

S G dama JI Joe 5 dema s 851 ol



143

- -

_.L:m.l:.a:-d,l.il r.:.bll:;;ll ‘JIIL}FJ"‘C‘IJ":"U!‘"

-
K

“-I-II'.II'. - § o

Allakumma Salli ‘aléd Muhammadin Wa ‘ald al
Muhammadin kema sallaile ‘ald Ibrahimae wa-‘ali-ali
Ibrahima innake Hamid-wm-majid. Allahumma barik
ald  Muhammadin v+ ‘ald-@gli Muhammadin kema
barakta ‘ald Ibrahime wa-‘ald-Zli Ibrdkima innake

Hamidum-majid.

«“God : May Thy peace and blessings be upon
Muhammad and his family, as Thou sent Thy peace and
blessings upon Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt
Thou possesseth the greatest attributes and art Most High.
God! May Thy peace and blessings be upon Muhammad
and his family, as Thou sent peace and blessings upon
Ibrahim and his family. Without doubt Thou possesseth
the greateat attributes and art Most High>.

Now say the third Takbir without raising your hands
and offer a prayer with prescribed supplication to beg mercy
from the Lord for the dead. Finally, say the fourth
Takbir and 52y ‘Salam’ turning the head to right and left.

-y

8. If the deceased is an adult male or female, say this prayer
after the third Takbir.

- B o e P -, o am W o o B [ wrt -
UFJ'MEJUMGJLLL:AJW#‘F‘,UI
- I S BN L s % TS - - 83 ---':"'-*-' » - -

L fﬁ.—--—-# f.-lﬁ--rl_-r-r o B 8 & B o

s
J..F-A.IJ.:JL.._AL.L.TJJJ un,{-')L»Yl dﬁd..::-l...i

‘ , Loyl

Allahummaghfir lihayyind wa mayyitind wa shahdind



144
wa gha'tbing wa saghiring wa kabiring wa dhakerind wa
unthand. Allahumma man-ahyaitahu minng faahyihi
glal-isldm wa man tawaffaitahit minnd fatawaffahu‘alal-
-tman,

“God ! Show mercy to our living, to our dead, to
those who are present with us here and to those who are
not present, to our youngsters, to our eldsrs, to our men
and to our women. God! Whomsoever it pleases Thee to
keep alive among us, keep him alive as faithful of Islam
and upon whomsoever it pleases Thee to send death, leb
him die in faith”.

If the deceased is a minor boy, say this prayer :

T #a) W S i AP LB B F e mw Fe e 2al .
Jl'_)a-}_,t_)s-'l L...JA_Ln:-ULbJJL..JA_Ln,-'I r,'ﬂl
- - R I
laibe , bild L adead

Allahummag alhu land faratan waj'alhu land ajran wa
dhukhran waj alhu land shifi‘an wa mushaffo'a.

#:God ! Let this boy serve as a means of Thy grant of
salvation to us and let him be a repositoty of our reward
and welfare in the eternal world and let him be our
succeasful intercessor’’,

" If the deceased is & minor girl, say this prayer. The
meaning of this prayer is identical with the prayer offered
for the boy. -
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Allahummaj‘alhd land faralan waj‘elhd land ajran wa
dhukhran waj'alha land shifi‘atan wa mushaffa'atun.
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9. Whiie going along with a funeral proocession think over
your own end ang visualise that as you are prooeeding to
commit the deceased to earth, in the same way others will
be proceeding one day to bury you in the earth. In this
pensive and thoughtful frame of mind, you will gain the
favour of remembering your ultimate end for some time at
least and the worries and cares of the world will vanish
from your mind.



Etiquettes for
Attending the
Death-bed

1, When you visit a person whose end is near, keep on reciting
WIE T LI F

1 2 ¥ - | -
the Kalimah @ Uy darme ! Y a3t ¥~ La-ilaha illallahu

Mubammad-ur-rasiil ullah. (There is no god but Allah
and Muhammad is His Apostle) in a loud voice. Do mot
press the patient to utter the Kalimah. The Holy Prophet
" (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has observed :
“When you &it by the death-bed of any Muslim, keep
reciting the Kalimah”. (Muslim)

o Recite ‘Surah Yasin’ when the patient is heaving laat
breaths. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) has observed : ‘‘Recite ‘Surah Yasin’ by
the death-bed”. (Fatawa Alamgiri, p. 100, Vol. 1). When
the person has breathed his last, do not recite the Qur’an
near the deceased till his body has been washed. The man
who needs s bath and the woman who is passing through
the period of her menses or the after-birth course should
not go near the dead.

wr - £ - -1
3. Say sty 4 U1 3 & Ul—Tnng lillahi wa innd slaiki rajitant

- - - - -

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has affirmed : “The following three rewards are

-." - [ = o | i

conferred on a man who recites Oganty adl Ul s & Wl—Tnnd

L A g g
3 }

L. “We sre for God and we shall return to Him™,
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lillehi wa innd ilaths raji‘Gn. (We are all creatures of God
and we shall return to Him) in the moment of distress :

* Firstly, blessings and salvation descend on him from
God.

# Secondly, he receives the reward for seeking the
Truth. |

* Thirdly, his loss is compensated and a better reward
in lisw of the de&d and lost one is conferred on the

‘.‘.l" - & ] - 1 ﬁ

hereaved person who says.: u_,-ulJ A..li lu! 3 & GleTona

a -r

lillaki wa innd slaihs rdji'dn. (Tabarani)

4. Abstain from Iloud lamentationa -and wmlmg for the
deceased person. However, if the eyes are filled with tears
out of grief it is but natural. When the Holy Prophet’s
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) son Hadrat
Ibrahim (God be pleased with him) expired, the eyes of
the Holy Prophet (peace and blassinga of Allah be upon
him) were filled with tears. Similarly, when his grandson,
the child of his daughter Zainab (God be pleased with her)
passod away, the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) shed tears. The people asked: *“O
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you) ! How is it ¥” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : “This is & blessing which
God has bestowed upon the hearts of His creatures. God
shows merey to those among His creatures who are tender
hearted and kind”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) further observed : ‘“He who slaps
his face, tears his clothes and indulges in lameatation like

~ the pagans, has nothing to do with us’.

5. As soon a9 OnNe explres, straighten out his arms snd legs ;
cloge the eyes and pass & wide bandage below the chin and
tie its ends over the head. Both toes of the feet shounld be
tied together with a strip of cloth. Wrap the body in a

wroud and keep on reciting -.u’l Jy y -t_.L- Je 3 .ml

-
' -
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—_Bismillahi wa ‘ald méllati rasalillok. *In the name of
God and according to the custom of the followers of the
Prophet of God (peace snd blessings of Allah be upon

‘him). Pass around an obituary notice among the people.

At the moment of lowering the corpse in the grave,

.continue to say the same prayer.

6.2 Mention the virtues of the dead and avoid narration of his

demerits. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed : ‘‘Do mention the virtues of your
dead and keep silent about their vices”. (Abi Dawdd), Ino
addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon hinﬂafﬁrmed . «When & man dies and a few of his
neighbours testify that he was a good man, God observes—
“] accopt your testimony and T grant him pardon even for

these of his acts which remained & secret to you”.
| | (Ibn Hibban)

On one occasion the companions {(God be pleased with
them) praised the virtues of a dead man in the presence of
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) whereupon the Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : ‘This dead person’s
sbode has been made in Paradise ! O people, you are the
witnesses of God on earth. If you testify that a certain
man is good, God admits him to Paradise end if you bear
witness that a certain man is wicked, God consigns him to
Hell". (Bukhari, Muslim)

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also affirmed : ‘“When you visit & patient to
enquire after his welfare or join a funeral procession, do
utter good remarks, for the angels say ‘So be it’ {*Amin)
after each good remark you make'’. (M uslim)

Always show patience and fortitude on the death of your -
near and dear ones. Do not utter &ny ungrateful remark.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of AllaE™M® upon

bim) bas affirmed :



149

©'When & man observes patience on the death of his
child, God enquires from His angels, ‘Did you extract the
soul of the child of my bondsman %" The angels reply :
«“(), Sustainer! We have complied with Thy bidding’.
Then God enquires: ‘Did you extract the life of the
darling of my bondsman "% The angels submit : “Yes'.
God then asks : “And what did .my servant say 1" They
submit : Lord! He offered praise to Thee and recited

vl - Q.- -t v
Opandy &0 B 3 0 U\—Inna Lillaht we innd sllaihi rajy'dn.
<“Wa all belong to God and to Him shall we return’.
Thereupon God ordains the agngels : ‘‘Build a dwelling in
Paradise for this servant of mine and name this dwelling

‘Bait al-Hamd’ (House of Thanksgiving)”. (Tirmidhi)

. Do not dolay washing the body of the deceased. It is
better to put some leaves of the ‘plum tree’ in the bath
water and heat it a little. Stretch the body on a clean
wooden board ; take off its garments and Wwrap & sheet
round the lower part of the body. Cover your hand with &
cloth and clean the front and back private parts of the body.
Teke cure that the wrapping sheet does not slip off. Then
perform ablution on the body ; there is no need, however,
to rinse the mouth or pags water into the nose of thatbady
during the performance of ablution. When washing the
corpse block the ears and noatrils with cotton wool so that
water does not enter into them. Then wash the head clean
with soap or something else. Turn over the corpse towards
the left side and pouring water from the right side bathe
the body from head to foot. Similarly, pouring the water
from the left side wash the body from head to foot. Take -
off the water soaked sheet and wrap & dry sheet round the
lower part of the body. Now lift the body from the
board, snd place it in the coffin on the cot. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
observed : ttGod shall pardon forty capital sins of man who
bathes a corpse and conceals the sins of the dead person ;
and the man who lowers the corpse in the grave, provides,
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as it were, & home to the deceared to live in until the Day
of Doom. - | {Tabrant)

9. Use a white cloth of average quality as a shroud for the
body ; don’t use a very costly cloth nor a cloth of very
low quality. For men the shroud should consist of three
garments : one sheet, one ‘Tehband’ (a sheet for wrapping
round the lower part of the body) and a ‘Kafni’ or ‘shirt’ (a
covering for the upper portion of the body). The length of
the sheet should exceed the stature of the dead in measure-
ment.go that its ends may be tied on the side of the head
as well as on the side of the feet. The measure of
the width of “the sheet shounld be adequate to cover the
body well. For women, include an additional apparel
‘aarband’, a piece of cloth to cover the head and concesa the
hair in the coffin. It should be one yard long and
measure & little less than a yard in width. A ‘Chest Band’,
a cloth to provide an additional covering from armpits to
the knees, should alzo form part of a woman’s coffin. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
has observed : ‘‘God will provide dresses made of Sundus
and Astabragl in Pﬂ.rﬂ-dlﬂﬂ for him who puts the body of a
deceased in coffin®’. (Hakim}

10. Keep your pace quick while taking the bier to the grave-
. yard. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has observed : ‘Make haste in the matter of
funerals”. Hadrat Ibn Mas‘ud (God be pleased with him)
snbmitted to the Holy Prophet {(peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him): O Prophet of God (peace and bles-
sings of Allah be upon you) ! What should be the pace of
our steps while taking the bier to the graveyard”’? The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : “Keep the pace of your steps short of running,
If the deceased was a good man, carry him to his good eud
quickly. If he was wicked one, make haste to remove his
evil from your midst”, (Absi Dawitd)

1. Higheat; quality of silk interwoven with silver and gold threads,
. .



151

11. Accompany the funeral on foot. On one occasion, when ‘
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessinga of Allah be upon
him) was walking with e funeral procession, he (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saw a few participants riding
along. The Holy Prophet (pcace and Dblessings of Allah,
be upon him) reprimanded them thus: “Don’t you feel
ashamed of yourselves ! The angels are walking on foot,
while you are riding on the backs of the beasts””. However,
on your way back from the burial, you can use a transport.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be ugon
him) went with the funeral procession of Abu Wahidi (God
he pleased with him) on foot and returned on horseback.

12. Stand on your feet on seeing a funeral approaching and if
you do not wish {o accompany it, wait till the procession
has moved on to some digtance before resuming your journey
or other activities. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed :

“Stand on your feet on seeing & funeral procession
approaching, Those who accompany the funeral procession
should not- sit down until the bier has been placed on the

ground”.

1

* 13. Do offer funeral prayers. You should also participate in
funeral processions and put your shoulder under the bier
for some time. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
AHlah be upon him) has obgerved :

“Every Muslim owes a duty to accompany the funeral

procession of a deceased Muslim”. The Prophet of Ged
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) further observ-

ed : “A man who participates in the funeral procession
and offers funeral prayers will get a reward equal to one
Carat. He who attends the burisl also after saying the
funeral prayers will receive a reward equal to two Carats’.
Some one submitted : “What will be the size of these two
Carats "' The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) affirmed : “It will be equal to the mass of
two mountains’, | (Bukhari, Muslim)
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Let the grave be excavated from north to south lengthwise,
Keep the body of the deceased turned towards the Qiblah
when lowering it in the grave. If the body is light, two
men are enough, otherwise three or four men may join in
interring a body into the grave. At the moment of intern-
ment, untie the knota of the shroud and turn over the hody
towards the Qiblah.

Do observe purdah when interring a female body into the
grave.

Btart filling the grave with earth from the gide of the
head. Pick up the earth in both hands and throw it into

the grave. Repeat the act three times. When throwing in
) (0w B

the earth the first time say ik, \¢—Minhd Khalagnakum.
“We created you out of this earth’’. When throwing in the

p X Ml .8

earth the second time, say FS' -lu--' lﬁl 3 Wa fika nu‘idukum.
“And We return you to the same earth”. And when you

B AW e ey L
throw in the earth the third time, say s & 5,6 [.S:-_;m lgie 9
—Wa minhd nukhrijukum taratan ukhrd. ““And We shall
resurrect you from the same earth™.

Do not raise the grave very high, nor make it in the form
of a square. Fill the grave with the same amount of
“aarth which was excavated from it. Sprinkle some water
over the grave after filling it with earth.

Stay a while near the grave after burial. Offer prayers
begging merey for the deceased. Recite some verses of
the Qur'in and send its blessings after the departed soul.
Ask other people to offer prayers to God to show mercy to
the dead person. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) himself used to offer prayers to God
for the grant of merecy to the deceased and observed to
other people : *“Pray to God that your brother may remain
steadfast and beg mercy for him from the Lord as now is
he to acoount for every moment of his wordly life”.

(Abik Dawed)
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If & bereavement oceurs among the kin, relatives, or in the
neighbourhood, send cooked food for one or two times to

_their house, because they will be too overcome with grief

to think of cooking meals. ‘Jami‘ Dirmidhi’ records that
when the martyrdom of Hagrat Ja‘far (God be plaasad
with him) was reported the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded: ‘'Prepare

some food for the family of Ja‘far. They are pre-occupied
with grief today”’.

Do not mourn for the dead for a period of more then three
days. However, for a woman whose husband is dead, the
prescribed period of mourning is four months and ten
days. When Abn Sufyan (God be pleased with him), the
father of Umm ul-Mo’minin Hadrat Ummi Habibah
(God be pleased with her)} expired, the illustrious lady
Zainab (God be pleased with her} came to offer condo-
lences to her. Hadrat Ummi Habibah (God be pleased with
her) sent for perfume in which some quantity of yellow
saffron had been mixed. TUmm ul-Mo’'minin rubbed that
perfume on he: slave-woman and then applied some to
her own face. She then observed: “God knows I did
not need perfume, but I have heard the Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say : “No

"~ woman who believes in God and the Day of Judgement

should observe mourning for more than three days for

any man. However, the period of mourning in the case

of her hushand’s death is four months and ten days'’.
(Abi Dawid)

. Offer some charity on behalf of the deceased according to

your means. However, strictly avoid performance of
unpropitious and improper rites in this case, |
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Etiquettes of
Visiting Graveyards

Accompany the funeral procession to the graveyard and
~ attend the burial. Do pay visits to the graveyard off and
on. These visits remind one of the life hereafter and
induce one to start making preparatigns for the life after
death. On one occasion the Holy Prophet (peace and bles-
sings of Allah be upon him) accompanied a funeral proces-
sion to the graveyard and sitting down beside a grave
shedded so much tears that the earth became wet. Then
addressing the companions (God be pleased with them), the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed : ‘‘Brothers ! Prepare yourself for this day’’.
(Ibn Majah)
Once when he was seated near a grave, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be wupon him)
affirmed : “Every grave proclasims in the most terrific
voice ; ‘O Progeny of Adam ! Have you forgotten me ? I am
the house of loneliness. I am a strange land of wilderness !

I 8 hole of mites and worms. I am a place of hardship

and trial. Save those fortunate one for whom God makes
me commodipus and wide. I am for all other human be-
ings a tortuous place”. In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon upon him) observed : The
grave is either one of the pits of Hell or a small flower-
garden ont of the gardens of Paradise”. (Tabrant)

. Take a warning from the sight of the graveyard and

form the habit of ooncentrating your thonghts epnd--
imaginative powers on the meditation of life after death. .
Once upon & time, Hardat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him)

164
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visited a graveyard. Hadrat Kameel (God be pleased with
him) accompanied him. On reaching the graveyard, Hadrat
‘Ali {God be pleased with him) looked at the graves and
then addressing the inmates of the graves, observed : )

‘O inmates of graves ! O inhabitants of ruins ! O those
whol ive in isolation in a land of wilderness ! Say, how you
are ! As regards conditions over here, the assets left over
have been divided, the offspring are rendered orphans, the
widows have entered into new marriage contracts. This is
the state of affairs in our world. Now tell us what is
happening to you”. Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him)
then remained silent for some time and then turning
towards Hadrat Kameel (God be pleased with him observ-
ed: *Kameel,if the inmates of these gravos were allowed
to speak, they would say: ‘Piety is the most valuable
treasure’. Having said this, Hadrat ‘Ali (God be pleased
with him) wept and continued to weep for a long time.
Later Headrat ‘Ali (God be pleased with him) remarked :
“Kameel, the grave is en enolosure where only deeds
matter and as soon as one meets death he realises this
fact”. |

. Say this prayer on entering the graveyard :
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Assalimu ‘alaskum ahlad-diydri min-ol mo'mining
walmuslimine we snnd inska’ allahu bikum lahigina

. as’alullah land wa lakum-ul-‘afiyah. |

~ “Pescs be on you, O pious and faithful inmates of
this habitation. God willing, we shall soon join company
with you, We pray to God, for our sake and for your sake,
that He may proteot us from His Torture and Wrath”.
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4. Don’t lauvgh, crack jokes or engage in worldly talk in the
graveyard like careless and carefree persons. Grave is
the gateway to Eternity. Let the sight of this gateway
turn your thoughts to the next world and overcome by
feelings of care and remorse leot your eyes shed tears of
repentance, The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed : “I had forbidden you to visit
graveyards (so that faith in one God may take irm rootis
in your heart), Bat now if you wish you may go to the
cemetries, for the sight of graves makes one remember the
life hereafter”. (Muslim)

B.* Avoid building graves of bricks and mortar and do not
embellish them. When the Holy Prophet {peace and .
blessings of Allah be upon him) was close {o end of his
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) earthly life, he
was restless with physical pain. In this state, he would
sometimes draw the sheet over his holy face and then

- remove it, While the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) was in this turbulent condition of
restlessness, Hadrat *Aisha (God be pleased with her) heard
him uttering the following words : *God’s curse be on the
Jows and Christians, - They tyrned the sapuluhr&a of their
Prophets into places of worship”.

6. Do pray that God may bestow rewards on the dead and
grant them mercy, whenever you visit the graveyard.
Hadrat Sufyin (God be pleased with him) atates : *‘Just as
the living stand in need of eating and drinking, so do the
dead stand in dire need of prayers for their salvation”,.

- Tabarani records the following tradition : “When God
elevates a pious man one degree higher in Paradise, the
man submits—“0 Creator ! How did I come to deserve
this reward ?’ God thereupon affirms: ‘“This reward has
been conferred upon you by virtue of your sons’ petitions
of mercy on your behalf”.

E'x



Etiquettes ON
Eclipse of Sun
or Moon’

1. When the sun or the moon i eclipsed, do engage yourself in
the Temembranece of God. Offer prayers to Him. Praise
Him, and give charity. As & blessing for these pious

~ deeds, God puts off all trials and calamities. Hadrat
Mughirah b, Sho‘bah (God be pleased with him) relates
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him} observed : «The sun and the moon arc the two
signs of God. They do not go under eclipse on the birth or
death of anyone. Do call for the grace of God, offer prayers
to Him, worship Him when you 8eé the sun or tho moon in
eclipse and continue to offer devotions to the Almighty
antil the eclipse clears off”’, (Bukhari, Muslim)

9. When the sun is under eclipse, offer prayers in a congre-
gation in the mosque. However, do not announce the
prayer-call, nor say ‘Iqamat’. Cell the people together
by some other moans. When the moon is in eclipse, offer
supererogatory prayers (Nawafil). Do not assemble & con-

gregation.

4 ‘When the sun is eclipsed, Bay two ‘Rak‘ahs’ of .supple-
mentary prayers (Nafl) in & congregation and recite long
from the Holy Qur’an and continue your prayers until the

‘gun is cleat. Recite the Holy Qur'in loudly durnng the

H)_Tha'aulipaas of the sun and the moon are called ‘Kusuf’, Khusuf only

denotes ‘eclipse of the moon’. However, when ‘an entonym of
‘K husuf’ is used or Khusuf’ is coupled with ‘Kusuf’, it refers only
to the ‘eclipas of the sun "

157 -
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prayers. In the days of the Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) once the sun came under
eclipse. The same day Hadrat Ibrahim (God be plessed
with him}, the infant son of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him} expired. The
people began to say to each other that since Hadrat .
Tbrahim, the son of Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has passed away, the sun has gone
under eclipse. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allabk be upon him) assembled the people in a ﬂungraga.tiﬁ‘n
and led them in prayer consisting of two Rak‘ahs. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
engaged in long recitation of the Holy Qur’an in the course
of this prayer and read through the whole of ‘Surah al-
Bagarah’'. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of
~Allah be upon him} then observed to the people: *“The sun
and the moon are the two Bigns of God. They do not go
into eclipse on the birth or death of anyone, O People!
Whenever such an event occurs, do engage in devotion to
God. Offer prayers to Him, praise Him, hymn His great-
ness and oneness, -Say prayera and give charity’’, |
- (Bukhdars, Muslim)

Hadrat ‘Abdul-Rahman b. Samurah (God be pleased
with him) relates: ¢During the propitious days of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

" the sun went into an esclipse once, I was at that time
practising archery outside Medinah. I at once flung away
the arrows to see what would the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him} do at the
occurrence of this event. So I went to the presence of
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him}. He (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon him)
waa ooccupied in offering praisea to God and repeating His
Attributes- and uttering! Takbir and Tehlil and observing
prayers and making supplioations with ‘his hands raised

1 Tl.kh:r steands for Aligh-o-Akbar while Taklil stands for La Ihh tﬂ-
- Allah .
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to the Heavens. Then the Holy Prophet ({peace and
blessings of Allah be uzpon him) offered prayer consisting
of two Rak‘ahs and recited two long Surahs of the Qur'in
in the ocourse of the prayers and continued to offer devo-
tiona till the sun cleared off the sclipse’.

The illustrious companions (God be pleased with them)
also used to offer prayers during ‘Kusif’ and ‘Khusaf’,
Hadrat ‘Abduilah b. Zubair (God be pleased with him)
offered prayers on the appearance of an eclipse in Medinah.
Similarly, on another occasion when an eclipse appeared
Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas (God be pleased with him)
aasamblpi the people and offered a prayer in congregation.

In the course of the prayer on the occasion of an eclipse
of the sun, recite Surah ‘Ankabii after Surah Faiika in
the first Rak‘ah and recite Surah al-Boom in the second
Rak'ah, It is propitious to recite these Surahs, but not
obligatory. Surahs other than those mentioned above
may also be recited.

If the women wish to join the caﬁgragatiun for prayer on
the ooccasion of an eclipse of the sun and the facility for

including thom in the congregation exists, do let -them

join. Persuade the children also to join prayers so
that faith in one God takes firm roots in their hearts in
their early years and no other notions derogatory to the
belief in one God may infiltrate their minds.

If the aﬁ]ipua of the sun occurs during those hours in which
the saying of prayers is forbidden i.e., the hours of

" sunrise, sunset and the deolining hours of the day, avoeid

offering ‘Namaz’. Do offer praises to God however and .
give charity to the poor and the deatitute. If the eclipse -
continues even after the hour of sunrise or the d&nlining
hour of the day have passed, then say prayers also in addi-
tion to performing the above-mentioned deeda.



Etiquettes of
Ramadan

1. Start preparing your mind from the month of Sha‘ban
for according a befitting reception to Ramadan. Xeep
fasts frequently before the fifteenth of Sha‘ban. Hadrat
+X'isha (God be pleased with her) relates: <The Hély
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used
to keep fasts more uftarf in Sha‘ban than in any other
month”,

2. Make an effort to mght the Ramadan moon with fuil
attention ‘and eagerness and say this prayer on sighting
the moon: | -
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Allahy akbar Allahumma chillahu ‘alaind bil-amni wal-
imdni was-sdlamatsy wal-Islams wal-taxfigi lima tuhibdu
wa tardd rabbund wa rabbukaliah.

‘ God is the greatest! O God! Do make the appear.
ance of this moon & token of peace, faith, salvation and
Ialam '(ubedianu&) for wa, Do make this moon arise as a
favour to us so that we may perform deeds which conform
to Thy Will and are dear to Thee. Our Lord and thy
. Lord is God I” '
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And gay the same prayer on sighting the moon of each
month, . (Trmedhe, Ibn Hibban, ebc.)

. Do take special interest in offering devotions during the
month of Ramadan. In addition to obligatory Prayers,
~make it a point to observe supererogatory prayers
(Nawafil) also, Make a firm resolve to win ihe maximum
favour of God. God has reserved -His special favours
and blessings for this great and propitious month. OQn
the final day  of S8ha‘ban, the Holy Prophset (peace and
blessings of Allsh be upon him) in.a discourse on the
blessings of the month of Ramadan affirmed : |

““Opeople ! A great and blessed month iz going to
'set in on you, Each night of this month is better than
a thousand months. God has made fasting obligatory
during this month and has ordained Tarivih as & supple.
mentary prayer. Any man who performs a good deed
during this month of his own free volition will receive a
reward equal to the reward for obligatory deeds performed
during other months. And any man who performs a single
obligatory act during this month, he shall receive a reward
equal to the reward of seveaty obligatory acts during other
months”’,

. Keep fasts whole of the month with deep eagerness and
 zeal. Even if you can’t observe fast due to some serious
illness or for any other reason permissible in shii-is.h,
strictly avoid eating belore others out of respect for the
sanctity of Ramadan. To all intents and purposes, you
must appesar as if you are fasting.

. Make it*a point to recite the Holy Qur'in. The month
of Ramadan has a special connexion with the Holy Qur’an.
The Holy Qur’in was revealed in thia month and the other

Divine Books also descended in the same month. Hadrat
~ Ibrshim (peace be upon him) received socriptures on the
firat or the third day of this month. ‘Zabir’ descended
on Hadrat Diwid (peace be upon him) on the twelfth or
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.aifghtnanth day of this month. Torah was revesled to

Hadrat Misa (peace be upon him) on the sixth day of this
propitious month. On the twelfth of thirteenth day of the
same blessed month, the Bible was transmitted to Hadrat

‘Isa (peace be upon him). Hence recite Qur'an &s many
times as posaible in the course of this month. Hadrat
Gabriel (peace be upon him) used to recite the Holy Qur'an
to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and also heard recitation of the Qur’an from the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) every
year during the month of Ramadan, In the final year
of the Holy Prophet’s earthly life (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). Hadrat Gabriel (peace be upon him)
completed the whole text of the Qur'in twice during the
month of Ramadan. |

Try to recite the Qur’an distinctly and with understanding.
Along with frequent recitation, be careful to grasp the
meaning of the Holy Qur'in with a elear impact of its

message on your mind and heart.

During ‘Tarivih’ do listen to the recitation of the whole
text of the Qur'an. The Holy Prophet used to listen to the
whole text of the Holy Qur’an sat least once during

Ramadan.

Say ‘Taravih' prayers with humility, eagerness and devo.
tion. Do not just complete the number of Rek‘shsin &
mechanical fashion. Offer prayers with understanding and
devotion so that your life may be influenced by the pro-
pitious influence of the Namaz and your devotion to God
may become firm and deep. Do offer Tahajjud prayera also
by the favour of God.

Give charity and spend whatever you can in the way of
Allah. Look after the needs of the poor, the widows and
the orphans and arrange provisions for them for '‘Sahrl’ and

" «Iftari’. The Holy Prophet {pesce and blessings of

Allsh be upon him) has affirmed: “Thise is a month of
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Mawasat"l, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (God be pleased with
him) repaﬂ;a: «“The Holy Prophet {peace and blesasings
of Allah be upon him) was by nature generous and munifi-
cent, but his munificence (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) knew no bounds during the month of
Ramadan. When Hadrat Gabriel (peace be upon him)
visited the Holy Prophet (poace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) each night and recited the Holy Qur’in to the
Prophet and heard the recitation of the Holy Book from

* the Prophet (peace and blossings of Allah be upon him),

10.

during that period the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) became even more generous than
the blowing wind”,

Do offer maximum rakats of supplementary prayers during
‘Shab Q2dr?2 and recite the Holy Qur'an. The importance
of this night is afirmed by the fact that the Holy Qur'an
was revealed during this night, The Holy Qur’an says :

, Lo! We revealed it in the Night of Power. And
do you understand what the Night of Power is | The Night
of Power is better than a thousand months. The angels
and the spirits descend therein, by the permission of their
Lord with all decrees. (That night is) Peace until the
rising of dawn. | | |

The traditions record that ‘Sheb Qadr’ is one among
the odd nights in the last week of Ramadan, Say this
prayer during this night : |
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(1) The word ‘Mawaeat’ means to show sympathy to the poor and the
needy, Sympathy means offering financisl help to the poor or
expressing your aympathy in oonverdation. Be nice in, your mpeech
and behaviour towards them. Provide all faoilities to your em-
ployees and give them financial support. |

2 Laila-tul Qadr i.e,, the night when the deecisions for the whole year
are annouacsd and ths dasting 18 shaped.
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Allahumma innaka ‘afuwwun tuhibb-ul-‘afwa fa'fu anns.
" (Hisn Hasten)

““GGod ! Forgiveness is Thy Greatest Attribute, for thou
likoat to forgive. So forgive me”.

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) relates that
once in the month of Ramadan, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “A month
has come upon you people in which there isone night
which is better than a thousand months. The person who
misses offering devotions in the course of this night
deprives himself of all the bliss. And only that person
remains deprived of the Grace and Blessings of this month
who really deserves deprivation'’. (Ibn Majah)

11. Observe I‘tikaf in the last week of the month of Ramadan.
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) used to perform I‘tikaf during the last ten days of
Bamadan. , - -

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) reporis:
«“When the last week of Ramadan approached, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
used to keep awake during most part of the nights and
devoted himself to worship. He (peace and blessings of
Aliah be upon him) also decreed the female of the house-
hold to remain awake and engaged himself in the worship
of God with full zeal and perfect devotion”,

12. Show utmost tenderness and affection to people in the
month of Ramadan. Provide maximum facilities to your
employees and supply their needs with extreme liberality.
Deal with members of your household with kindness and

generosity. | |
13. Say the maximum rakats of prayers with humility,
zeal and devotion. It is related in ‘Durr Manihyr’ that
when the Holy Month of Ramadan cams, the pattern of

the Holy Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) lifo underwent & change. The number of the rakats
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of supercragative prayers offered by him (peace and and

- bleseings of Allah be upon him} increased. - He (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) observed deeper humility
in prayers and appeared totally overcome with fear of God,

The traditiona record : *‘In the month of Ramadan,
God ordains the heaven supporting angels to give up their
supplications and say ‘Amin (So be it !) after the prayers of
the fasting persons”,

Pay ‘Sadaqa Fitr’ (charity ordained before Eid prayera and

~ at the end of Ramadan) with a willing heart. and give it

awey before saying ‘Eid prayer. If possible, pay it well
before the ‘Eid so that the needy and destitute may also
buy necessary provisions for the ‘Eid and go to the ‘Idgah
with everybody else and join in the festivities of the ‘Kid,
It is reported in the traditions that the Holy Prophet
(peace and bleseings of Allah be upon him) made the pay-.
ment of ‘Sadaga Fitr' obligatory for his followers for two
reagons: first, as an atonement for any improper or
licentious deed that the fasting people may have committed
unconscionsly in the period of their fast ; and secondly,
‘Sadaqga Fitr’ is.to he paid to make provisions of food for
the poor and the Indigent to afford them to cnjoy the
auspicions Eid day. | (Abe Dawdd)

Besides practicing maximum possible piety vourself in the
holy days of Ramadan, persuade others aiso with fervour,
zeal, tenderness and tact to do acts of piety, so that the
fear of God, love of piety and goodness may reign supreme
over all and the society, as a whole, may derive the greatest
benefit from the limitless blessings of the holy month of
Ramadan, -



-Etiqueftes of
Fasting

1. Keeping in view the great reward and great blessings of
Fasting, make arrangement for observing fasts with full
zeal and complete earnestness. No other form of worship
ean gerve as an alternative to Fasting. For this reason, God
made Fasting obligatory for every Ummah (Followers

of a Prophet). God aﬂ’:m_m:
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Ya-ayyuhalladhing Amend hutiba ‘elarkumusiyamu
kama kutibe ‘alalladhinag min gqablikum la‘ellabum
tattaqun.

“O yo who helieve | Prescribed for you is fasting,

a9 it wag prescribed for those bhefore you 8o that you may
‘become God-fearing |

The Holy Prophot (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) elucidated this sublime objective of Fasting as
follows :

‘A person who does not renounce false speech and
practasmg falsehood while he fasts, God cares not for his
abstinence from food or drink”. | (Bukhar:)

The Holy Prophet .(peaﬂa and blessings of Allah be
upon him) further observed :

166
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“The yperson who fasts with a perfect sense of devotion

to faith and °Ihtisab’? (sense of accountability), God will
pardun all the sing whioh he may have committed in his

previous life”, o ( Bukhari)

9  (Observe all fasts of Ramadan with full care and miss any
fast save in rase of severe illness or on the ground of some
religions excase. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) obeerved :

“Anyone who misses a single fast during Ramadan
except in case of eevere illness or on ground of religious
excuse cannot make emends for this offence by

keeping fasts on all the remaining deys of his life.”
| (Tirmidhi)

3. Keep yuursaif busy in your daily occupation and be active
and cheerful in work so as to avoid hypoerisy and false
appearances during fasting. Do not show weakness or
lethargy in your behaviour during the faat. Hadrat Abu
Huraira (God be pleased with him) remarked : “When a
man observes fasts he ought to annoint himself with oil as
ususal so that the effects of fasting do not show off”,

4. Make your best efforts to avoid all forms of evil during the
fast, because the very objective of the fast is to purge the
lifo of man of all evil and make it righteous. The Holy
Prophet (peace a&nd blessings of Allah be upon him} has

affirmed :

"*Fagt serves as & shield. When iF'.fu,n;r,r of you is in a
state of fasting, he should take care not to utter any evil
speech by hia tongue or to start an affray. In case some-
one starta railing at him or is inclined to start a fight with
him, the man who is fasting should reflect that he is in a
gtate of fasting. (how c¢an he reciprocate offensive
language ) - | (Bukhars, Muslim} -

1. The term 'Ihtisab’ means that the fast should be observed only to
please God and to win reward in the eternal world and td avoid all
evils which violate the epirit of fasting.
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B. Covet the great reward for fasting as reported in the Tradi-
tions. Offer a prayer to God especially near the hour of
| Tftar (breaking the fast). “0 God! Be gracious o accept
my fast and grant me that favour and reward which you
have promised”. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed : Those who observe fasts
will enter Paradise through a special gateway. The name
of this gate is ‘Riyyan'l, When the entire number of all
those who observe fasts have gone in, the gate will be
closed and no one will be allowed to enter it afterwards™.
| (Bukhari)

| The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) also observed :  *‘On the Day of Judgement,
Fast will intercede with (od and say: O Creator! I
regtrained this man from eating, drinking and taking
- other pleasures during the day. 0 God! be gracious to
.accept my intercession on behalf of this man”. And God
shall grant this petition’. (Mishkat)

In addition, the Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed : *Any prayer which &
fasting person offers at the hour of Iftar (time of breaking
the fast) is granted and is never refased.” (Tirmidhsi)

8, Bear ‘the hardships of the fast in good cheer. Do not
degrade the sanctity of the fast by complaining of the
pangs of hunger or thirst or weakness.

7. If you are unable to observe fast during a journey or be-
cause of severe illness, you can forgo it, but atone for it on
other days. The Holy Qur’an affirms : o
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1. Riyyan’ means ‘that which irrigates’. The Holy Prophet {peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed : “Those whoenter
the Gateway of ‘Riyyan’ will never more feel thirst”,
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Waman kana maridan au ‘ald sﬂfaﬁn fa *id datun min
ayyamin ukhara. (2 - 185)

““But whosoever among you is sick or on a journey (he

is required to observe fast instead of these days) the
same number of other days’',

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports: “On
oceasions when we went on journeys with the Holy
Prophet {peace and blessings of 4Allak be upon him), some
of the companions observed fast and other did not.
However, neither those who had kept fast criticised those
who had missed the fast nor the latter objected to the

~ fasting of the former”. (Bukhari)

Avoid bﬁck-biting and casting an evil eye strictly during
the fast. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh
be upon him) has observed :

x_ “The person who keeps faat is in fact offering devotion
t0 God from morning till evening wunless, of course, he
backbites against someone, When he indulges in backbiting,

* hia fast is broken." (Ad-Datlms)

10,

. Earn a lawful living. No devotion of the body fed on

illicit earninga is admissible. - The Holy Prophet (peace and

. blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed ;: *The body

fed on illicit earnings is a proper fuel for Hell-Fire.”
- | (BukAars)

Do eat 'Sahri’ meal. This alleviates the hardship of

- fasting as weil as safeguards againat weakness and lethargy.

The Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be upon
him) has observed : “Do eat the ‘Sahri’ meal, for the eating

of ‘Sabri’ meal entails blessing”. (Bukhars)

Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be wpon him) observed : ‘‘Eating of ‘Sahri’ meal
entails blessing. Take & few draughts of water, if nothing.
else., The angels of God send peace and blessings upon
those who eat the ‘Sahri’ meal],” {AMmad)
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~ Furthemore, the Hn]y. Prophet (peace and blesaings of
Alleh be upon him) observed :

««Take some rest at noon and get some 8ase in the night
prayers. Eat Sahr meal to obtain nourishment during fast
in the day time.” (Ibn Majah). ‘Sahih Muslim’ records :
“The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah be upon
him) observed: ‘“The only difference between our fasting
and the fasting observed by other people of the Book is
that we begin the fast hy eating the 8ahri meal.”

Do not delay in ending the fast after sunset, for the main
objective of fasting is to inculeate the spirit of submission
rather than abstinence from food and drink. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah bs upon him)
affirmed : -

«The Muslims will remain in good econdition if they
hasten to Iftar (meal taken at sunset to end the fast)”.
| ( Bukhart)

Say this prayer at the time of Iftar :
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Allahummas lake sumtu wa ‘ala rizgiks aftariu,
(Musiim)

«(Q Allah ! it is for thee that I observe fast and it 18
with Thine blessing that I break it.

After ending the fast, say this prayer :

2y wa® M a8 swmaws S F =_....i_....j-= -
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Dhakab-az-zam'u wabtallatil 'urﬁ.qu wa thabat-al ajru
insha Allah. . (Abu-Daud)

| No more was the thirst, moistened were the veins and-
reward beeamo due. If the Lord so Willed.
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~ blessings upon you by their prayers !
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Whan you perform Iftar (ending the fast) st the hcusa
of somebody else, say this prayer:
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Aftare “indakum-us-za’ imiing wa akala todinakum-ul-
abriru wae sallat ‘alatkum-ul-mala’tkatu. (Abu-Daud)

"May it please Gnd that the fasting people may per-
form Iftar at.your house and pious people may enjoy the
hospitality of food provided by you ! May. the angels invoke

'|”'

Do arrange Iftar parties. - This act entails a high reward.
The Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him} has observed :

“Any man who supplies meal to a fasting pérson to
perform Iftar, God shall pardon his sins in reward for this
act and grant him salvation from Hell-Fire. The man who
supplies meal for Iftar to a fasting person will receive .an
equal reward with him, The reward of the fasting person
will not, however, he curtailed.” The people submittedf
“O Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you} ! Where shall all of us find the wherewithal to make
provision for the Iftar of a fasting person and to feed him'.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon

him) observed : It in enough to feed a fasting person

at Iftar with a date or some quantity of milk or even
supply him a single 'draught of water for Iftar",
(I1bn Khuzaima)
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Etiquettes of
Zakat and Sadaqat

Give away in the way of God with the sole motive of winn-
ing the favour of God. Do not waste your virtuous deed

- by keeping in view some ulterior purposs or motive. Do

not expect the beneficiaries of your deed to offer thanks to
you or acknowledge your favour or testify to your magnani.
mity. The true believers anticipate reward for their deeds

fronr God only. The Holy Qur’an exprosses the sentiments
of the true believers in these words : |

dat i T B oo e Je ) - a3 nd LW
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Innama nub'imukum liwajhillahi 13 nuride minkum

. jazaan wa 13 shakura, (76 : 9)

“We feed you for the sake of Allah only. We wish for
no reward nor thanks from you'’,

. Avoid display, ostentation and showing off. Hypocerisy

destroys the virtue of the best of deeds.

Pay Zakat openly, so that others may also  be
induced to perform their duty. However, offer other
Sadagat (charitable aots) seoretly so as to promote feelings

-of deep sincerity in your heart. Deeds performed with

true sincerity are of great value in the oyes of God. On
the Day of Judgement in that terrible field where there
will be no shade, God shall keep under the shadow of

heaven that man who spends in the way of Ged in such

172
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extreme secrocy that the loft hand does not know what the
right hand has spent.” (Bukhar)

. After expending in the way of God avoid reminding
the beneficiaries of the favours you have donc to them nor
catiso them any distress. To administer shocks to the
self-respect of the indigent and poor, to injure their feclings
by reminding them of favours done to them and to expect
that they should acknowledge fheir obligation to you,
that they should always humbly bow to you and regard
you as their supermrs——auch sentiments when you have
given away charity in the way of God, are wicked and
despicable. The heart of the true believers should be free
of such notions, God ordains :
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Yaayyuhalladh'na amanu 1a tubtilu sadagqatikum bilmanns
wal adha kalladhi yunfigu wmalahe riganndsi.

Ye who belicve ! Render not vain your alms giving

by reproach and m]ur}r like him who Epﬁﬂdﬂth his wealth
only to be scen of men”

. Do not take pride or assume an &air of arrogance after
expending in the way of God. Do not advertise your
magnanimity among the people. You should rathoer tremble
at tho thought whether your sacrifice has been accepted by

o Gud or not. God ordains :
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tle rabbihim rajr‘un. |
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And those who give what they give while their hearts
are full of fear that to their Lurd_thay shall return.

_ Show tenderness to the poor and destitute. Do not rebuke

them, nor try to rule over them xor show off your
superiotity over them. In case you have nothing to-give
to a supplicant, excuse yourself with cxtreme humility and

politeness, so that be may depart silently invoking blessings
upon you even without receiving anything from you. The
Holy Qur’an says @

) s VIR - - » o = B }.l'l_-:-l.' -

Jad s g Ay op ey slil g oo Wl

ITJ\—J;"J#‘ it . ‘JJ""T-" \Jﬁ
Wa Imma tu‘ridanna annahbumub tighi’'e rahmaotin
min rabbika tarjubd fagul-lahum gaulam matsura.
| (17 : 28)
«But if you turn aweay from them seeking means from
thy Lord, for which thou hopest, t-han speak unto them &
reasonable word”’.

And God ..&]I.ﬁ@:@l_"d.ﬂ.-iﬂﬂ 1
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i “Wa-ammas-s3'ila fald lanhar.

*I”_I‘hprefpr_ the beggar drive.not away . N
Spend in tho way of God liberally with eagorness. Do
not spend with a stingy or grudging heart, nor consider'it
an oppressive fine. Only those people deserve grace and
success who forswear miserliness, narrow-mindedness and
stinginess. ._ |
. Speird only ‘Halal' (earned by righteous means) goods in
the way of God. God accepts only those goods which

are pure and have been earned through rightecus means,
‘Bow can s believer who is eager to spend in the way of
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‘God bear that his lawfully earned goods should be mixed
with illicit gains ? God ordains :
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meyukauadhim ameny anfigu. min tuyyibiih M
kasabtum,

‘*Ye who believe ! Spend of the good things that you
have earned’.

9. Give away the best goods in the wﬁy of God. God
ordains :
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Lantand lulbvrra hatld tunfigu mimma tuhvbdban, (3 92)

!

““You shall never attain righteuunnepu until you expend
of that which you love”.

Goods given away as Sadaga (charity) are being
accumulated for the benefit of eternal life in the Hereafter.
How can & believer bear the thought of defective goods
for his everlasting life,

10, If you are liable to pay the Zakat (poor-due), do not delay
the payment. Pay it at once after careful acocounting go
that God forbid, nothing remaing due in your account.

11"" Pay the Zakat (poor-due) under a collective system and
spend it unfler the collective system. Where Muslim
governments do not exist, the Mualim citizens can form
parties and create a Baitul Mal for ﬁ.e receipt a.nd expondi-
ture of Zakat (poor-due).



Etiquettes of
Performing Hajj

1. Do not delay or keep putting off the performance of
Hajj. Whenever God bestows epough means on you
for the fulfilment of this interesting obligation
sot out for Hajj at the earliest opportunity. You do not
know how much longer life will last, so why should you
keep putting off the performance of thisz duty from ono year
to the next. The Holy Qur'an affirms :
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Walillaht ‘alannist hijjui baiti manistatad ilaihi sablla
wa man kafara fainnallahas ghaniyyun ‘anil'glamin.

«And the people owe this duty to (God that whoever
hag the means to journey to His House should make a
pilgrimage to it. And whoever refugses to obey this com-
mand should know that God needs no favour from any one
in the world’’. |

A greater ruination and deprival of man cannot be
imagined than that God should thus openly proclaim His
:ndifference and disconcern tc man.

The Thaditions relate : «he person who makes up
hig mind to go on the pilgrimage should make haste to
perform this obligation. It is possible that he may be
taken ill ; or his she-camel may get lost, or perhaps &n

1in
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- event ooeurs which makes it impossible for him to go to
the Hajj”, ' {Ibn Majah)
The implication 18 that when means are available a
person ghould not evade the- performance of this duty
without sufficient reason, for one never knows if these
meang, freedom and facility will still be available to him
in the near future, and, God forbid, the man may remain
deprived of the blessing  of performing the Hajj for ever.
May God save every believer from this deprival | The
‘Holy Prophet (peace and bleasings of Allah be upon him)
- heg reprimanded such persons in very atrict terms. The
Tradition records that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed :

“A man who 'is not prevented by illness or genuine
need or is free from the restraints of & tyrannical and
despotic ruler and yet does not perform the Hajj may die a
Jew or & Christian for aught we cars.”

(Sunan Kubra, Vol. 4)

Hadrat ‘Umear {Qod be pleased with him) was heard as
saying : “I wish to impose jizya on those who, deapite
having means, do not perform the Hajj, for they are not
Muslims, they are not Muslims at al]”.

. Goona pil'grima.ga to the House of God and perform Hajj
to please God alone. Do not stain this pure objective
with any worldly motives or interests. The Holy Qur'an
affirms : -

Wa lo dmmin-al-baital harama yabtaghunag Jadlan mir
- rabbikim wa ridhwana. - | (5.:2)

“And hinder not those who are proceeding to the
Sacred House aecking the graces and pleasure of Allah,*
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Wa atimmul hajja wol-umrata lillah, (2 : 196)

“And complete the Hajj and ‘Umrah for Allah’s (sake)’

And the Hcﬁy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) hasg affirmed : ‘‘The reward for the performance
of ‘Hajj Mabrurl is certainly no less than admission to
Paradise”.

3. Do not circulate the news of your going to the pilgrimage.
Keep your departure for Hajj and your return a private
matter. Avoid strictly all those customs and ceremonies
which smack of osteniation or display. Even though the
real tost of righteousness and acceptability of a deed is
that it.should be performed with the sole intention of
pleasing God, and that the motive of the act ghould be free

from all taint of any extraneous desire, but this point
should be especially borne in mind in the case of Hajj, for
Hajj is the last resort fo:r effecting a spiritaal revolution
and the purification of aoul and the moral conduct of man.
The ‘spiritusl patient’ who is not suocessfully cured by thie
efficacious treatment has no hope of healing by any other
means.

4. Even if you have no wherewithal to proceed to the pilgri-
mage, you should cherish the desire to view the House of
God, to offer ‘salam’ (peace and blessing) on the Mausoleum
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and keep the lbrahimi sentiments of sacrifice which
are produced in the souls of the believer by Hajj ever.
afresh in your heart. The heart which is devoid of these
sentimenta ia not that of a true believer but resembles to a
desolate ruin. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him} hes affirmed :

1. *‘Haojj Mabrur refers to the pilgrimage performed with all the
proper rules and oconditions in order to earn the pleasure of

God.
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Those who go to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah are the

special guests of God. Their prayers are granted by God
and if they supplicate for meroy, He forgives them.

{Pabrani)

. Take the best provisions with you when you go for Hajj.
The best provision in this case ia fear of God. In this
Journey of righteousness, the man who avoids franagressing
the Commands of God and who reaps the maximum benefit
of the blessings of pilgrimage is the one who fears God
under all ciroumstances, and has a burning zeal to win the
favour of God. The Holy Qur’an says :
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Wa tazawwadu fa-inna khairazzadit-taqua. .(.‘2. : 197)

““And take provisions for the journey (to perform
Hajj) for verily the best provision is the fear of Allgh.”

. Having resolved to go to Hajj, start making preparations
with single-minded devotion. Keep the date of the Hajj -
constantly in view., Refleot upon each article of the
obligation of pilgrimage. Try to realise the feelings which
God intends to promote in the heart of the belisver through
the observance of these articies of the obligation of Hajj.
- Like. & conscious and knowledgeable believer, observe all
the articles of Hajj with full awareness and imbibe the |
reglities ocontained in the articles of Hajj and endeavour to
bring about a righteous revolution in your life in con-
formity with these realities. It is for this reason that God
has ordained the performance of Hajj obligatory for the
believers. God ordains :
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Wadhburihu kamisaddbum wa inkuntum min qabliki
lamin-addallin. ' * (2 :198)

«And remember Him as He has guided you and
verily prior to it you were of those gone astray”.

For this purpose, deeply reflect upon those portions of
the Holy Qur’an which describe the reality, importance
and the sentiments created by the performance of Hajj.
A careful study of the Traditions of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and those books
which deal with the date of the Hajj and discuss the
articles of Hajj will also prove useful in this respect.

7. Memorise the propitious prayers which should be offered
viduring the Hajj. These may. be found in the Booke of

—— e

Traditions. And-inthe words of the Holy Pmphat {peﬂ.ca
_,_..—-—--'-—'—'"_';FH_F'—_F._
~—"and blessings of Allah be upon him) beg not from God than

what the Prophet (psace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) himself had asked for.

8. Protect your Hajj from all unpropitions metives or actions.
Beware lest your Hajj should become like the Hajj of those
who will get no share in the Hereafter, because the latter
group shuts its eyes from the rewards of the efernal world
and begs exclusively for worldly bliss When they reach the
House of God, they offer the following prayer :
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Rabbanad aaiing ﬁd dunyu wa ma lahu fil akhirals min
khalsg. (2 : 200)

“Our Lord, give to us in this world. And for sueh
there shall be no portion in the Hereafter”.

Make a plea to God for grace and success in botl
worlds by means of the Hafj and pray to God in thest
worda: “Creator, I have come to Thy Presence to suppli-
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eate for snccess and the fl:i]ﬁlmant of my righteous desires
in both this life and the life Hereafter’’, Keep uaying

this prayer also :
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Rabband aating fid-dunya hasanatan wa fil-aakhirats
hasanatan wa qind ‘adkaban-ndr, (2: 201}

“'God | Grant us goodness in this world and good iﬁ

the  Hereafter (also) and protect us from the agony of

Fire”.

During Hajj avoid transgression of God’s commands with
extreme sensitivity. The journey to perform the Hajj is
in fact a passage to the House of God. You are the guests
of God there. You have gone there to renew your covenant
of devotion to God. By putting your hand on the ‘Hajar

O Aswad’ you are in fact taking a pledge of faith and

10.

bondage and when you kiss the stone, you kiss the emblom
of submission to God You proclaim your fidelity by
chenting repeated Takbir_(pmiaes) and Tahlil (La ilaha illa
Ilab) of God. Imagine, then, that in such an atmosphete
how disgusting would be the commiesion of even & minos
vice or the hlemish of s small transgression. God has
warned His servents who present themselves in His Court
in these words :

-:." ) -
‘ d_r-i \J'J
Wa Id fusiiqa.
«“There should be no ungodliness”.

During Hajj keep away from all sorts of quarrels. In the
cotrse of the journey when there is s rnsh of people
everywhere, when you suffer discomforts, when thereis &
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clash of interests at every step, when feelings are injured
every moment, it ia the duty of the guest of God to display
large-heartedess and self-sacrifice and show toleration,
liberality and kindness to everybody. Abstain from
rebuking your servant even.

. G,,.” d d’IJ.:- Y_,
Wa 3 jidala fil Hajj.

*And there should be no quarrels”.

Safeguard agsainst sexual matters and continue to be
vigilant ageinst carnal sentiments in the course of Hajj.
In the course of the journey when there is a greater
poseibility of provocation of sexual passion or of eyes going
astray, you should become more alert againat the evil
promptings of your passions and the devil and try to
protect your piety at all costs. In case you are saccom-
penied by  your spouse, you should not only avoid
indulgence in sexual relationship with her, but also shun
all that can stir up sexusal passion. In order to warn the
pilgrims, God ordains : |
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Athajju ash-hurrun m‘alumaty faman farade fihinnal-
hajia fald rafatha.

The pilgrimage is (in} the well-known month, and
whosoever is minded to perform the pilgrimage {let him
remember that) there is (to be) no lewdness’. (¢ . 197)

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed :

‘““Any man who comes here to perform Hajjin the
Ho ase of God and keeps away from immoral and sexual
affairs and has not indulged in ungodly acts returns in that
etate of purity and innocence in which he was born from
the womb of his mother”, . (Bukhari, Muslim)
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Pay full reverence to the symbols of God. The word
‘Sha‘irah’ refers to the symbol appointed by God to remind
and bring home to the people some spiritual or meaning-

ful reality, ‘Sha‘dir’ is the plural of the above word. All

things associated with the Hajj serve as symbols to bring
home to you of some reality about devotion to Allah.
You should rever them all. The Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Ya-ayyuhalladhinag amanu la  tuhilli sha® dirallahr
wa lashshahral harama wa lalhadya walelqald’ida wa la
ammina-l-baital harama yablaghiina fadlam-mirabbihim
wa ridwand. |

O ve who believe! Profane not Allak’s emblems
nor the Sacred Month nor the offsprings nor the garlands
nor those repairing to the Sacred House, seocking the
grace and pleasure of Allah.

‘Sura Hajj' afirms :
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Wa man yu'azzim sha'dirallaht fa-innakd min taqual
quliib,

And whoso observe the sanctity of what have been
ordained as Symbols of Allah, do so because of the pletj’
of the hearts.

Perform the articles.of Hajj with utmoat humility and
adopt an attitude of deatitution and helplessness before
God, for above all God likes the virtues of humility,
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modesty snd poverty in man. Someone enquired from the

- Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him),

“Who is & Haji’”t The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings.
of Allsh hé upon him) observed : <The person who has
dishevelled hair and is covered with dust all over’.

Say Talbih with a loud voice after tying the ‘Thram’, after
each prayer, while ascending a height or descending a
slope, on joining a caravan and on waking up each moraning.
The words of tha Talbsh are as follows :
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Labbaika Allahumma labbaska labbaska la shartka laka
labbaika inna-l-Aamda wa-n-ni‘mate laka walmulkald
sharika laka, (M ishkat)

Heore I am O Lord, Here I am, Here I am. No partner
hast Thou. Here I am., Behold unto Thee belong the Praise
and the Bounty ; and also the Sovereignty. No partner hast
Thou.

On arrival at the plain of ‘Arafat’, say the maximum
number of prayers for meroy and offer penitence. The
Holy Qur’an affirms :
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Thumma afidhu min kaithu afadhannasu wastaghfirullah.
Innallaha Qhafoor-ur-rahim. | (Al-Bagarah)

“Then hasten onward from the place whence the
multitade hasteneth onward and ask forgiveness of Allab.
Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”',
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessinge of Allah be

upon him) has qbﬂarved :

“The day of ‘Arafais the best of all days in the view
of God. On this day, the T,ord of the Heavens especially
turns His attention towards the world and expresses His
Pride before the angels on the humility end misery of
His pilgrims. God observes to the angels : O sngels,
look ! my servants stand before me in the sun in & helpless
state, They have gathered here from afar and the hope
of begetting My Mercy has drawn them to this place.
aJthough they have not yet seen the agony of punishmen S
After expressing His pride, God then ordains that these
people have been granted salvation from the torments of
Hell, On no other ocongion are such’ s greater number of

men granted salvation as on the day of ‘drafa. -
(Tbn Hibban)

On reaching Mina, offer sacrifice with the same passionate
zeal and devotion to God with which the friend of God,
Hadrat Ibrahim (pes&oce be upon him) had placed the knife*
on . the neck of his dear son Hadrat Isma‘il ( peace be upon
him). Imbibe these feelings of sacrifices and let them be
embedded in your mind and heart go that you may be
willing to offer sacrifice in every field of life and your

practical life Tefiects an image of :
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Inng saldls wa nusuki wd mahyaya wa moemdit} lillahs
rabbilalaminag 13 sharika lahu.

“F'arily my prayer, and my anorifice, and my living and
my dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds”. (4l-An‘am)
Occupy yourself nuntinununly in the remembrance of God
in the days of Hajj and never lot the memory of God fade
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from your heart. Remembrance of God is the essence of
all worship. God affirms :
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Wadhkurullaha f ayyamin m edudatin, {2 : 203)

«Remember Allah during appointed days'. Further
God observes :
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Fa-idha  qadattum  manasikakum  fadhkurulicha
hadhilkrikum abag'bum au ashadde dhikrd.

“And when you havé completed your devotion then
remember Allah as ye remember your fathers or with more
lively remembrance’.

The main purpose of the artitles of Hajj is that
during the days of Hajj, you should keep yourself comp-
letely absorbed in the commemoration of God sand the
memory of God should so permeate through your soul that
the mundane activities and struggles of life may not
sucoeed’ in turning your thoughts away from the memory
of God. In the days of paganism, people used to laud the
memory of their ancestors and made loud boasts about
them after performing the articles of Hajj. God ordained
that these days should be spent in the remembrance of
God and in acknowledging His grandeur alone Who is truly

. (Gireat.

Perform cirecumambulation of God’s House with feelings
of great love and devotion. God ordains :

“And you should circumambulate the House of God”.

|
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- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has affirmed : '

«Each day God confers & hundred and twenty favours
‘on His pilgrims. Bixty blessings are showered upon those
who circumambulate the House of God ; forty blessings are
bestowed wpon those who offers prayers in House of God;
and twenty blessings are conferred upon such as only keep
gazing at the Ka‘'ba (Baihagi). Furthermore, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed :

«He who has performed fifty circumambulations of
the Baitullah (House of God) is purged of all his sins and
i transformed into that state of innocence in which he was
on the day of his delivery from the womb of his mother™.

| (Pirmidhs)



