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Christian states were defeated and came under his
rule. He increased his army to 150,000. He had a
navy too with 200,000 warships. All were impressed
with his power. He was now being called Abdul
Rahman the Great. He ruled so tactfully that despite
there being no illegal taxes, his revenue eaming
amounted to 12 millions Dinar.

He is remembered for his justice and by this example
of his justice, that he hanged his own son when he
was found guilty. Though he cried frequently when
he remembered his son, he did not pardon him.

He established a township near Cordoba and called
it Madeenata al- Zahrah after one of his slave girls.
It took 40 years and millions of Dinar in getting it
completed. When it was completed, people
congratulated him. But an Imam naméd Manzar
scolded him telling that it was a great wastape of
money. The Imam asked him to fear Allah’s wreath
and that those who are spendthrift are Satan’s
brothers*'. Abdul Rahman cried. People suggested
to remove Imam Manzar as he had made him
worried, But Abdul Rahman said, “I have made
Manzar Imam in order to have a check on me, and
tell me when I am wrong.” And he made Imam
Manzar as Qa’di. After 50 years of wise ruling Abdul
Rahman too left for the eternal abode where all have
to go and present their account of the deeds camed

o oAl-lIsraa® : 27 - AA
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out in this world.

After Abdul Rahman, his son Hakam too proved a
good and popular king. He was very fond of reading
and writing. He ruled between 350 AH to 366 AH.
During this period, he collected 400,000 books for
the Royal Library. He had appointed 10,000 scribes
who made copies of these books. His workers
travelled far and wide in the [slamic world, and as
soon as they learnt that a scholar has finished his
book, they approached him, bought the book at a
high price and sent to the Royal Library.

Hakam was succeeded by his son Hishaam. He was
a lucky king since he was fortunate to get an able
and wise minister like Mansoor. Hishaam was the
king for name sake, but it was Mansoor who ruled
the state. he was very wise and Hishaam had full
faith on him. And Mansoor too proved his loyalty to
Hishaam. He fought 50 battles with Hishaam’s
enemies and helped in extending his empire.

Mansoor was fond of constructions. He extended the
Cordobah Mosque to double its extent besides
constructing many buildings of public utility like
bridges, canals and roads. If a court had a verdict
that did not conform to Shari‘ah, he overruled the
court’s decision. Once in a court, a big royal officer
refused to swearing in, Mansoor removed him from
the service telling that the Law is uniform for all and
none is superior in this matter.
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Mansoor slept little and roamed around in nights to
know about people who were suffering and helped
them. Mansoor looked after the state for 27 years.
He was a minister from Hakam’s period to Hishaam’s
period. He died in 393 AH. Hishaam ruled till 399
AH= (1009 CE). And after this, the Umayyad’s rule
Spain ended within twenty vears, in 1030 CE.

Umayyads ruled from 138 AH to 422 AH for a period
of 284 years. This is regarded as a golden period in
the history of Spain. The progress made by the
Spanish Muslims in this period was never made later.
Qurtubah, its capital was as big a city as Baghdad.
Many arts and skills too were developed during this
period. Umayyad kings encouraged artisans as the
Abbasids did in their state. The encouragement given
to art and literature resulted in emergence of a number
of scholars in various fields. One of the famous
scholars was Zhahravi who was the royal doctor in
the courts of Abdul Rahman the Great and Hakam.
He was an expert surgeon. His book on this subject
“At-Tasreef” earned much fame.

Another scholar of this period was Abu Ali Kaali.
He was an Arabic language scholar. His famous book
is named “A’amaalee”.

A famous scholar was Ibn Abdullah too. He was a
great poet. His books are granted high regards in the

“ In the original book, the Hijrah year mentioned is 366, that may
be a printing emror, -AA
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Arabie literature.

Imam Ya‘hya (RAA), a disciple of Imam Maalik
(RAA), was the greatest Islamic scholar in Al-
Andalusia. He went from Al-Andalusia to Madinah
to learn Hadith from Imam Maalik (RAA). An
interesting anecdote is narrated about him. Once he
was taking a lesson of Hadith from Imam Maalik,
that an elephant was seen on the road. All disciples
went out to watch the elephant, but not Imam Ya‘hya.
Imam Maalik (RAA) asked him, “You too do not
have elephant in your country, why didn’t you go to
watch it too like others?" Ya'hya replied, “l have
come here to get Islamic education, not to see
elephants.” Imam Maalik was pleased and called him
“Aaqil”, the wise one.

When Imam Ya‘hya returned to Al-Andalusia after
becoming a Hadith scholar, Abdul Rahman made him
the Chief Qa‘di of the country. The king never
influenced Ya‘hya's verdicts even when they went
against the state. He was the scholar who promoted
Figh Malikiyy. May Allah bless him.

++++



Xi Murabatin’s Regime

No sooner than Umayyads lost their power, Muslims
of Al-Andalusia started infighting. They made
separate states. Seeing this, Christian states from
north started attacking them. In 478 AH, a Christian
king captured a large part of Muslim states territories.
Their famous forts like Ashbila and cities like
Qurtubah were snatched from Muslims. When they
started torturing Muslim masses, Muslims were a
worried lot. The Christians were overpowering them
in Al-Andalusia and they could not do anything. They
looked to the ruler of Morocco to seek his help. This
ruler of Morocco was Yousuf Ibn Tashken. He was a
brave and hard working ruler. He belonged to the
African deserts and liked to spread Islam among the
Desert people. His uncle Abdullah Ibn Yaseen too
had the same dream. Both joined together in this
mission. Thousands of Negroes of the desert accepted
Islam due to their endeavour. There was a brave tribe
there called ‘Berber”. When they accepted [slam, they
had a big power. Later, Yousuf turned north for
spreading Islam at the advice of his uncle. He had
Berbers with him in this mission. Besides spreading
Islam peacefully, he extended his Islamic State in
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the northern part of Africa. he established a city at
the foothills of Atlas Mountains and named it
Maragash (Morocco). He made this city as his capital.

The Al-Andalusia Muslims met Yousuf Ibn Tashken
and requested him to help them against Christians.
Yousuf agreed and left for Al-Andalusia with a big
army. He had a big fight with the Christian king
Alfonso in 479 AH. Yousuf defeated him badly.
Yousuf marched ahead and merged other smaller
Muslim states with his empire and gained more
power. Sensing danger from Yousuf, Christian States
now lost hope and stopped their mischief.

Yousuf was a good king, kind and just. He is greatly
remembered for his endeavour to spread Islam among
wild tribes like Berbers, who turned them into a
civilised lot and then made them a shield for and a
tool to serve the cause of Islam. The rule of Yousufs
later generations is called Murabatin dynasty. This
dynasty ruled for 90 years but there were no rulers
worth mentioning except Yousuf Ibn Tashken
himself. who ruled for a full half century. After him,
others could rule for 40 years more. When
Murabating were regarded as weak, Muwa‘hhideens
snatched rule from them.

++++



Xl The Muwa‘hhideens Regime

Muwa'hhideens were a group that was created to
reform the Muslims as many evils had started
creeping among them. This was founded by
Muhammad Ibn Tumart. He was a scholar and a
disciple of Tmam Ghazali, the famous scholar during
Saljugs. On Imam Ghazali’s advice, he moved to
Morocco for reforming Muslims there. Whenever
Muhammad Ibn Tumart found an act against Islamic
Law, he objected or prevented it. He broke wine
barrels, threw out musical instruments. He delivered
sermons and speeches and attempted to make them
realise their mistakes and invoke Islamic spirit into
them. Seeing his endeavours, many followed his
advice and he gained popularity.

When Murabatins saw that people are getiing
inclined towards Muhammad Ibn Tumart, they
repelled him from their rule, Leaving Morocco city
he came to the town of Aghmat. But he was made to
leave this place too. He left for his home that was
surrounded by Hargha Hills. The Hargha people
welcomed him happily and supported him. Tumart
taught them Islamic principles as well as how to fight,
Murabatin forces did not leave Muhammad Ibn
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Tumart there too and surrounded Hargha Mountains
from all sides. Muhammad's followers faced these
forces and a fierce fight ensued and Muwa‘hhideens
lost the battle. Later, there started continuous and
frequent wars between Muwa‘hhideens and
Mubatins. Muhammad died in 532 AH.
Muwa*hhideens selected Abdul Mu'min as their
leader

Abdul Mu'min

Muwa‘hhideen were at the peak of their power during
Abdul Mu’min. They captured Morocco in 542 and
brought to end the Murabatin regime there. Then
Abdul Mu'min sent his forces to Al-Andalusia, that
ended the Murabatin's regime there too. After that,
Abdul Mu'min turned towards east and started
conquering the eastern territories. He captured
Norman Christians’ major forts like Tripoli, Tunis
and Mehdiya. This was also the period when
Nooruddin Zangi was evicting Syria from Christians.
We may say that Allah had sent two of his servants
to cleanse the whole region, one, Nooruddin Zangi
in the east and Abdul Mu’min in the west tormented
the Christians. Like Nooruddin evicted Christians
from Syria and other areas towards east, Abdul
Mu'min finished the Christians’ rule in Tripoli and
Tunis.

Like Nooruddin Zangi, Abdul Mu'min too was
thoroughly religious. He tried to rule as per Qur'an
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and Sunnah.

In the end, he prepared for a big Jihad. For this
purpose, he made a strong army of 3,10,000 cavalry
and 1000,000 infantry recruits and ordered 400 naval
ships. No sooner he started for this journey, he met
his death. It was 658 AH and he was 58 when he
died. After Abdul Mu'min, his son Yousuf ruled for
22 years. He was also a connoisseur of education,
art and literature and collected books. He had
400,000 books in his Library.

Yaqgoob Al Man'socor

Among Muwa'hhideens, the most famous king was
Yagoob Al Man'soor. He defeated the Christian king
Alfonso at Araq. After that he surrounded Tolido but
when Alfonso’s mother begged him, he lifted the
selzure,

Yaqoob lived a simple life. He made all his five daily
prayers in congregation in a mosque. He was so much
a just king that any body could have stopped him in
the way and he would listen the complaint and take
immediate action. He gave scholarships to scholars.
He constructed good roads and guesthouses. He
opened a very big hospital at Morocco. The patients
who were admitted there were given food that
amounted to 30 Dinar a day. The expense on
medicines was separate. When a patient recovered
and left the hospital, he was awarded so much money
that one could have lived comfortably for the rest of
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one's life. He himself inspected the hospital every
Friday and met patients personally, He constructed
many buildings. The most famous of his
constructions is a mosque at Morocco named
Kutoobiah. Its minaret was 300 feet high. A similar
" minaret he got built in a Mosque at Ashbila too.

Yaqoob was a contemporary of Sultan Salahuddin
Ayyubi and was also religious like him. The two were
the best of the kings during that period. He earned
good name during his 15 years of rule when he died.

After Yaqoob, there were other kings too among
Muwa'hhideens, but none was worthy of a kingdom.
As a result their kingdom got weaker and weaker.
And within a period of 72 years, Muwa‘hhideens’
rule ended.

Other Celebrities

During the Muwa‘hhideens too, there had been great
scholars. One of them was Ibn ‘Hayvan, He was a
famous historian. the greatest scholar of Al-
Andalusia was Ibn Hazm who also wrote many
books. Abdul Malik lbn Dhuhr was also a famous
medicine man of the period. It is said that the two
greatest doctors that [slamic world has produced were
Imam Razi and Abdul Maalik Dhuhr. There were
doctors in his progeny till six generations. Even the
women of their family were doctors and could treat
patients. Another scholar was Ibn Rushd. Many of
his books were translated in other languages. Ibn
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Arabi was also a famous scholar and so was Al Idrees
who was a geographer.

Among cities, the two cities Morocco and Fas were
famous and big. These were named after Baghdad
among great cities of the world in that period.

4444



X1 The Downfall

End of Islamic Kingdom of Al Andalusia

After Muwa*hhideens, Muslims lost power in Spain,
They could not control the attacks of Christian kings
from north and had to yield much territory to them.
Big cities were taken away from Muslims. And
gradually, the Islamic kingdom was restricted to the
south-eastern corner that had an area of merely 7000
sq miles. Granada (Gharnatah) was the capital of this
small Muslim kingdom. Granada was ruled by Ahmer
dynasty. They ruled for more than 250 years between
636 AH (1238 CE) to 898 AH (1492 CE). Though
ruling a small state, the kings were powerful enough
to save their territory from Christians. During this
period of 250 years, Muslims escaped from the
Christian kingdoms of Al Andalusia and settled in
Granada. This way, Granada grew to be a big city
with a population of 400,000. Many schélars and
artisans made this a famous city. Many industries
developed and the state now had trade links with
various countries.

Ahmer kings made many buildings. The most famous
were the palaces of Al Hambra. These palaces are
still a tourist attraction at Granada and tourists see
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them with awe.

Ahmer kings had ruled for less than 250 years that
there started infighting. This made Christian kings
happy. And now ey could attack and at last took
away the kingdom from Muslims. The last king Abu
Abdullah surrendered his kingdom to Christians and
ran away to save his life. But not an officer of his
army named Moosa. He asked Abu Abdullah to face
and fight the enemies but Abu Abdullah had lost all
hupes and did not agree. Moosa alone prepared to
fight on his own. He fought bravely, and when injured
badly, jumped his horse into a river and wanted to
run away too. But the river waters engulfed him and
he could not come out and drowned. But he earned a
name as the lone brave fighter. On the other hand
the meek Abu Abdullah when took his family and
left Granada, he reached a hill and when he saw his
city from the hilltop, he started crying. His mother
commented, “When you could not save your city like
a man, why do you weep like a woman?"” This was
RO8 AH (1092 CE) and the Muslims can never rule
in any part of Spain later. Not only that, the Christians
tormented Muslims still left there so much that they
could not live in peace. they started banning Arabic
language first, then they started converting them to
Christianity forcefully. Those who refused were
killed, they were burnt alive or made to evict their
kingdom. It is said the 3 million Muslims were
deported. The rest were killed, burnt or converted to
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Christians. Spain that was ruled by Muslims for 8
centuries, had not a single Muslim after 1601 CE.
But there are few buildings that remind us of that
golden period of Muslim rule. Only Allah remains
in all circumstances. fnna Lillaahi wa Inna Haihi
Raji’oon. (All are from Allah and have to return to
Him.)

The Great Devastation

After the Saljugs, the Muslim kingdoms in the eastern
part of the Islamic world were the Zangi kingdom of
Syria, Ayyubid in Egypt, Ghori in Haraat and the
Ghazni kingdom. But Sanjar Khwarazmi made a still
bigger kingdom. After Sanjar two Khwarazm kings
extended their empire further. They were Alauddin
Tekesh who ruled between 568 AH to 596 AH, and
Khwarazm Shah who ruled from 596 to 617 AH.
Tekesh conquered Khurasaan while Khwarazm
captured Haraat and Ghazni. He even wanted to
attack Baghdad and overpowering the Khaleefah
there become the greatest king in the world. Thus
the whole world becomes an Islamic empire and the
Muslims round the world come under a single banner.
But Allah had other plans, The eastern boundaries
of Islamic kingdom met China’s towards east.
Khutan, Yarkand, Kashgar and Tashkent were the
famous border cities to the east. After these cities,
there was the great Gobi Desert of China, second
only to the Sahara Desert of Africa. Beyond this
desert was a country Mongolia.
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During Muhammad Khwarazm Shah, Jinghis Khan
had established a strong empire from Mongolia to
China. He himself was a Mongol, from mangolia,
and belonged to a tribe called Tatar. Tatars were a
wild and ferocious tribe. They were unbelievers, wild
and hardhearted. When they developed enmity with
some one, they destroyed him and even his relations
and neighbours badly.

Genghis Khan was very fond of good clothes, And
Islamic states were famous for their textile industry,
His likeness for good clothes made him sent some
traders to Khwarazm. The King of Khwarazm,
himself named Muhammad Khwarazm Shah
suspected these traders to be spies and got them
killed. When Genghis Khan heard this news, he was
furious. And at least for once \is anger was justified.
[t was a grave injustice done by Khwarazm Shah.
Genghis Khan then sent his emissary who was to
enquire the reason for the murder of traders from his
country. Khwarazm did another injustice and got him
killed too. Now Genghis Khan's anger had no
bounds. He gathered a big Tatar army and attacked
on Khwarazm. He caused a lot of bloodshed. He
destroyed whatever came in his way. He killed even
Muslim kids and women and burnt all buildings. He
marched ahead destructing every thing. Now
Khwarazm Shah feared of his own life and continued
running away ahead of Genghis Khan. At last he
reached an island but died there,
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After Muhammad Khwarazm Shah, his son
Jalaluddin turned out to be a very brave king. He
dared to fight many wars but of no avail. The whole
kingdom was in shambles. There was utter chaos.
The masses had no peace and were running helter-
skelter to peaceful places. The state had no assets.
Jalaluddin always lost. In the end he was left with a
few hundred army men, but dared to face Tatars. They
killed thousands of Tatars. And when he was left
alone, he jumped in the river mounting his horse and
reached the other shore safely. Genghis Khan was
watching him crossing the river and telling his army
officers that he never saw a braver person.

This attack of Tatars brought a great deal of
devastation. All big Islamic cities like Samarkand,
Bukhara, Khwarazm, Balkh and Neeshapur were
destroyed. People were killed. Libraries were burnt.
Samarkand and Bukhara both had population of one
million. Both the cities were flattened by Tatars. They
killed 1.7 millions in the province of Neeshapur and
1.6 millions in the Haraat province. In the city of
Re, 700,000 were killed. Genghis Khan took millions
as prisoners.

After destroying the Islamic state of Khwarazm Shah,
Genghis Khan returned and died after some time.
Fifty years later, his grandson Halaku Khan attacked
the [slamic state of Baghdad. The Khaleefah
Musta‘sim too was weak and had no power to face
‘the strong Tatars. Over and above his own mi.ister
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Ibn Aglami* joined Halaku Khan. Halaku continued
his siege of Baghdad for 40 days. Then he entered
the city. This was in 1258 CE (656 AH). Baghdad
was the greatest and the most beautiful city of the
world during that times. It had beautiful buildings,
palaces, gardens and busy markets, The wild Tatars
plundered the city heartily. They looted, bumt, and
killed all around; They destroyed mosques, hospitals
and guest houses. A total of 1.6 million Muslims were
killed . Khaleefah Musta‘sim was beaten with a rod
and killed. He did not even care about Tbn Aglami
who was a traitor.

Halaku Khan marched ahead after devastating
Baghdad. And the same story was repeated in Harzan
and Naseeban cities of Syria. Then he proceeded to
Balb where he killed 50,000 men and captured
10,000 girls and women. Thus destroying the whole
of Iraq under the Khaleefah, Halaku marched toward
Egypt, then ruled by Quiuz*. At *Ain Jaloot® he faced
Qutuz forces. Though small in number, the Qutuz
soldiers fought so bravely that Tatars had to run away.
But while running, the Tatars destroyed the canals
that irrigated [raq. Canals were so full of waters that
the Muslim army men could not go after Tatars. This
war was fought in the year 658 AH (1260 CE). This

“ In the original book, the author has given the name as Tbn Alavi.
This has been corrected here. -AA

“ The scholar writer has named the king as Bybrus. -AA
* The scholar writer has named the place ns merely Jaloot, -AA
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time, only Egypt could be saved from Tatars, the rest
of the Islamic world was totally exterminated by
Tatars. This was the greatest havoe the Islamic world
suffered in the history.

After Tatars attack, there were two big Islamic
kingdoms, but the Muslims never gained the
well-being that they enjoved before this attack even
after seven centuries.

Sae i Gl i
Inna Lillahi wa Inna Haihi Raji ‘oon
(All are from Allah and have to return to Him.)

et



	wrapper
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	68
	69
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89
	90
	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136

